A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church

All-holy Lord
Jesus, the
only sinless
one: We bow
in worship
before Your
cross, O
Christ, and
we praise and
glorify Your
resurrection,
for You are
our God, and
we have no
other, and we
magnify Your
name. Amen
~ an ancient,
anonymous
prayer

The Resurrection of Our Lord
April 16, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “All you faithful, come: Let us
adore the holy resurrection of Christ, for, behold, through the
cross joy has come to the world! Let us always bless the Lord,
let us sing his resurrection, for by enduring for us the pain of
the cross, he has crushed death by his death.”
~ from the liturgy of John Chrysostom, 300s A.D.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•

•

•

Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by family and friends of Orlin and
Delores Kottke, in memory of Orlin who died January 29, 2017. Orlin and
Delores would have celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary on April 12.
The beautiful flowers in the chancel are sponsored through the Easter Decorating Fund. The flowering plants will be delivered to Zion’s homebound members immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service. Zion’s elders, and family
members, are encouraged to help deliver the flowers and spread our Easter
joy! Please come to the chancel at 12:00 noon.
Sign-up sheets for sponsoring radio broadcasts and altar flowers in 2017 are
available for you by the church office.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDES
“Easter Carillon”
“This Joyful Eastertide”

… Robert J. Powell
… Sondra K. Tucker

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” green hymnal #151

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

3

Once you
raise one man
from the
dead, there’s
nothing keeping you from
doing it
again.
~ Pr. James
Nestingen,
1997 A.D.

Our week of
feast or rather
of joy contains so much
community
that it is not
just we on
earth that
rejoice but
also the powers above that
join in our
activities and
celebrate with
us because of
the resurrection of Christ.
For now the
angels join in
the feast, and
the hosts of
archangels
celebrate the
king of
heaven,
Christ our
God, received
as a victor
returned from
earth to
heaven . . .

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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. . . The choirs
of saints keep
festival too:
they proclaim
Christ risen
before the
dawn. The
earth celebrates the
feast: it has
been washed
in the divine
blood. The
sea celebrates;
it has been
honored by
Christ’s footsteps. And
let everyone
celebrate,
born again of
water and the
Holy Spirit.
~ Proclus of
Constantinople,
400s A.D.
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One of the
most common
errors about
Christianity
is that it is a
recipe for being good, that
its primary
purpose is to
tell people
how to improve themselves as life
goes on. That
is a great fallacy. Christianity is what
God has done
about our
great enemies
of sin and
death; of what
he, by his
Spirit
through his
Church, is
still doing in
this sphere.
[It] is centered in the
person of Jesus Christ, in
what he is.
Especially
clearly is that
seen in the
events which
we connect
with Good
Friday and
Easter Day…

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God the Father, through your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and
opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE
“Christ Jesus is Arisen

… Michael Burkhardt

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31:1-6
1"At

that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the clans of
Israel, and they shall be my people." 2Thus says the Lord: "The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when
Israel sought for rest, 3the Lord appeared to him from far away. I
have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued
my faithfulness to you. 4Again I will build you, and you shall be
built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 5Again
you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters
shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 6For there shall be a day when
watchmen will call in the hill country of Ephraim: Arise, and let us
go up to Zion, to the Lord our God."
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16
Choir: Antiphon

Choir: Protect me, O God, for I take ref′uge in you;*
I have said to the LORD, |
“You are my Lord, my good a′bove all other.”
C:

All my delight is upon the godly that are ′in the land,*
upon those who are noble a′mong the people.
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...The forces of
anti-God, of
sin, of selfinterest, of fear
and of hate,
did their
worst. They
did to death
Jesus, the
Christ of God.
And the godless laughed
and said that
was the end of
Jesus of Nazareth . . . . But
they had forgotten about
God . . . . He
is. He reigns.
He acts. So he
did on the first
Easter Day.
He raised Jesus. He vindicated the right.
He broke the
power of death.
This is Christianity in its
essence. You
may not like it.
You may ignore it. You
may deny it.
But this is it.
~ Donald
Coggan,
Christian
Priorities

This psalm
was fulfilled
in Christ,
when He rose
from the dead.
But the Head
who is raised
up does not
let His members remain
in death. As
many as are
united with
Jesus in faith
can sing this
psalm about
themselves
and shall
thereby stir
their soul to
rejoice in the
Lord. What
is the wealth
and glory of
the world
compared
with the fellowship of life
with God?
As surely as
Jesus lives, all
His believers
shall live with
Him.
~ Bishop Nils
Jakob
Laache,
Book of
Family
Prayer,
1889 A.D.

Choir:

But those who run after ′other gods*
shall have their troubles ′multiplied.

C:

Their libations of blood I ′will not offer,*
nor take the names of their gods up′on my lips.

Congregation: Antiphon

Choir:

O LORD, you are my portion ′and my cup;*
it is you who up′hold my lot.

C:

My boundaries enclose a ′pleasant land;*
indeed, I have a ′goodly heritage.

Choir:

I will bless the LORD who ′gives me counsel;*
my heart teaches me night ′after night.

C:

I have set the LORD al′ways before me;*
because he is at my right hand, I ′shall not fall.

Congregation: Antiphon

Choir:

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir′it rejoices;*
my body also shall ′rest in hope.

C:

For you will not abandon me ′to the grave,*
nor let your holy one ′see the pit.

Choir:

You will show me the ′path of life;*
in your presence there is fullness of joy, |
and in your right hand are pleasures for′evermore.
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All:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

Congregation: Antiphon

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4
1If

then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand and turn toward the Holy Scriptures as they are carried into
the midst of the congregation.

ALLELUIA VERSE
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Congregation: Refrain
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When Christ
was born, the
angels hovered in the air
and let themselves be seen
as a heavenly
host, since
their Prince
and Ruler,
Christ, still
had to strive
against the
devil and his
entire kingdom. Here at
the resurrection of Christ,
however, the
angel seats
himself. He
shows that
the battle has
ended and the
victory over
all our enemies has been
achieved
through
Christ—in
the same way
that a valiant
hero and warrior usually
sat down and
rested when
the strife had
ended.
~ Pr. Johann
Gerhard,
1582-1637
A.D.

Choir: Since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again,
Death no longer has dominion over Him, over Him.
Congregation: Refrain

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.
1After

the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.
4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus
met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold
of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will
see me.”
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

ALLELUIA VERSE
Congregation: Refrain
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Choir: This is the day the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it, in it.
Congregation: Refrain

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
There will be no Sunday school classes today. Classes resume next
Sunday, April 23.
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The earth
quaked at
Christ’s resurrection because it was
accustomed to
accepting
dead bodies,
not giving
them up to
life.
~ anonymous

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”

Just as Christ
prevailed victoriously, so
shall we. Just
as Christ
lives, so shall
we. Because
Christ is
awakened
from the dead
and is seated
at the right
hand of God
and intercedes for us,
so now nothing can divide
us from the
love of God.
~ Pr. Johann
Gerhard,
1582-1637
A.D.
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SERMON
“The Threat of the Empty Tomb”
Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“He is Arisen, Glorious Word!”

… Robert A. Hobby

Please stand.

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
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The time
never comes
when we have
preached and
heard enough
concerning
the significance of
Christ’s resurrection. We
are not
preaching
anything new,
but always,
without ceasing, about
that man who
is called Jesus
Christ, true
God and true
man, who
died for our
sins and rose
for our justification.
~ Martin
Luther,
Sermon on
Holy
Easter,
1533 A.D.

Behold! I tell
you a mystery. We shall
not all sleep,
but we shall
all be
changed, in a
moment, in
the twinkling
of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will
sound, and
the dead will
be raised imperishable,
and we shall
be changed.
For this perishable body
must put on
the imperishable, and this
mortal body
must put on
immortality .
..

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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. . . When the
perishable
puts on the
imperishable,
and the mortal
puts on immortality,
then shall
come to pass
the saying that
is written:
“Death is
swallowed up
in victory.”
“O death,
where is your
victory? O
death, where is
your sting?”
The sting of
death is sin,
and the power
of sin is the
law. But
thanks be to
God, who
gives us the
victory
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ.
~ the apostle
Paul,
in First
Corinthians,
around 54
A.D.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
What we
must always
remember
when we go
to the Lord’s
Supper is that
we commune
with Christ
and that
wherever
Christ is,
there is
heaven.
~ Arthur
Just,
Heaven on
Earth, 2008
A.D.

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot come
forward, you may ask an usher to have Communion brought to you. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” green hymnal #352
“Thine Is the Glory” green hymnal #145
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

17

Wine is the
[end-time]
drink of heaven
that gladdens
the heart
(Psalm 104:15)
and declares the
presence of the
Bridegroom at
the feast (Luke
5:33-39) . . . .
The body of
Jesus given in
the Supper is
the same body
of Jesus given
into death on
the cross, buried, and raised
on the third
day . . . . The
Church, sharing in that suffering and
death of Christ
in the Sacrament of His
body and blood,
is bound together as the
new creation,
the Body of
Christ.
~ Arthur Just

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

DISMISSAL
A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
God, you give
us the joy of
celebrating
our Lord’s
resurrection.
Give us also
the joys of life
in your service, and
bring us at
last to the full
joy of life eternal. Amen
~ Lutheran
Book of
Worship,
1978 A.D.

P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!” green hymnal #133

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Hallelujah Chorus”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… G. F. Handel

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Lutheran Kantorei
Instrumentalists: Meagan Cihlar; Ben Peterson; Melissa Peterson;
Chad Premeau; Mary Premeau;
Lector: (9:00) Keith Glasel
(11:00) Craig Bergendorf
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring
Acolytes: (9:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Olivia Fernstaedt; Zack Madden
(11:00) Nathan Contreras; Jay Stahl; Mara Stahl
Elder: (9:00) Marlene Kroening
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Lois Jarosz;
Grace Mueller; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Donna Nuernberg;
Joe Pinzl; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Pam Hoppe; Sam Pinzl; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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