A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
God of mercy,
You wash
away our sins
in the waters
of our Baptism, You give
us new birth
in the Spirit,
and You redeem us in the
blood of
Christ. As we
celebrate
Christ’s resurrection, increase our
awareness of
these blessings, and renew Your gift
of life within
us. We ask
this through
our Lord Jesus
Christ, Your
Son. Amen

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 23, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. St. Thomas needed to see the
wounds on Jesus’ body to believe that He really had risen
from the dead. In the same way, people have often demanded
proof of the necessity and power of Baptism. An answer could
begin by quoting one of Jesus’ apostles, Peter, who writes in
his first letter, “Baptism now saves you.” But it should be
enough to remember Jesus’ own command in St. Matthew,
“Go and baptize.” Holy Baptism is God’s idea and power that
is behind it. We therefore look at Christ’s wounds and baptism alike and say, “My Lord and my God!”

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•
•
•

The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg in appreciation for
Zion’s pastors.
The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are from the graveside funeral on April 20
of Marlys Ellenbecker.
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

“A Simple Way” Sermon Series Continues: Holy Baptism
Over the past several months, we’ve preached on the “simple way” of the Lutheran church’s Small Catechism. Starting in October, we’ve covered the Ten
Commandments, Apostles Creed, and Lord’s Prayer. Now, as we celebrate the
resurrection of the Lord, we preach on those gifts where the risen Lord meets us
and makes us part of His life: Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. We begin
with Holy Baptism, where St. Paul promises that we are “buried with Christ
through Baptism into His death” that we may also rise with Him (Romans 6). The
resurrection didn’t just happen to Jesus: He has promised it to you!

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“Engelberg” (We Know That Christ is Raised) —
Theme & Variations
… Michael Burkhardt

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” green hymnal #143

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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The New Testament speaks
of [the Christian] “dying
with Christ”
and “being
raised with
him”
(Romans 6,
Colossians 2
and 3), of
passing
through the
water of baptism as the
means of
leaving behind the old
life and beginning the
new, of identifying with
the death and
resurrection
of Jesus Himself. And in
terms of the
big picture of
the new creation, what we
must say is
this: such a
person is a
living,
breathing
little bit of
“new creation” . . .

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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. . . —that
new creation
that has already begun
to happen in
Jesus’ resurrection and
that will be
complete
when God
finally makes
His new
heavens and
new earth
and raises us
to share in
that new
world. Paul
puts it like
this: “If anyone is in
Christ—new
creation!”
~ N. T.
Wright,
Surprised
by Hope
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Christian
holiness consists not of
trying as
hard as we
can to be good
but of learning to live in
the new
world created
by Easter, the
new world
that we publicly entered
in our baptism.
~ N. T.
Wright,
Surprised
by Hope

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by your grace confess in
our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through
the same Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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… Susan E. Geschke

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 5:29-42
29But

Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather
than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed
by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33When they
heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in
honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men
outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take
care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these
days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of
men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be
able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!”
So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles,
they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus,
and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did
not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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For Christ’s
resurrection
is life for the
dead, pardon
for sinners,
glory for the
saints. And
so the holy
prophet invites every
creature to
the celebration of
Christ’s resurrection: we
should rejoice, he says,
and be glad
on this day
which the
Lord has
made . . . .
Christ is the
Son-day, to
Whom the
Father-day
has whispered
the secret of
His divinity.
He is the day
Who says
through the
mouth of
Solomon: “I
have made an
undying light
rise in the
heavens.”
~ Maximus
of Jurin,
400s A.D.

PSALM 148
L:

Hallelujah! | Praise the LORD ′from the heavens;*
praise him ′in the heights.
Praise him, all you an′gels of his;*
praise him, ′all his host.

C: Praise him, ′sun and moon;*
praise him, all you ′shining stars.
Praise him, heav′en of heavens,*
and you waters a′bove the heavens.
L:

Let them praise the name ′of the LORD;*
for he commanded, and they ′were created.
He made them stand fast forev′er and ever;*
he gave them a law which shall not ′pass away.

C: Praise the LORD ′from the earth,*
you sea monsters ′and all deeps;
fire and hail, ′snow and fog,*
tempestuous wind, do′ing his will;
L:

mountains ′and all hills,*
fruit trees ′and all cedars;
wild beasts ′and all cattle,*
creeping things and ′winged birds;

C: kings of the earth ′and all peoples,*
princes and all rulers ′of the world;
young ′men and maidens,*
old and ′young together.
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L:

Let them praise the name ′of the LORD,*
for his name only is exalted, | his splendor is over ′earth and
heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all
his ′loyal servants,*
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. |
′Hallelujah!

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 1:3-9
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According
to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have
been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter.

19On

the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if
you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 24Now Thomas,
one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will
never believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
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of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.
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It is of the
greatest importance that
we regard
baptism as
excellent, glorious, and
exalted. It is
the chief
cause of our
contentions
and battles
because the
world is now
full of sects
who scream
that baptism
is an external
thing and
that external
things are of
no use. But
now matter
how external
it may be,
here stands
God’s Word
and command
that have instituted, established, and
confirmed
baptism.
What God
institutes and
commands
cannot be
useless.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“We Know That Christ Is Raised” green hymnal #189

SERMON “Holy Baptism, Part One”
P: What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in
God’s command and combined with God’s word.
P: Which is that word of God?
C: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.”
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.
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VOLUNTARY
“This Joyful Eastertide”

… Michael Burkhardt

Please stand.

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

To be baptized
in God’s name
is to be baptized not by
human beings
but by God
himself.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Let us look,
beloved, at
the resurrection which is
taking place
seasonally.
Day and
night make
known the
resurrection
to us. The
night sleeps,
the day arises.
Consider the
plants that
grow. How
and in what
manner does
the sowing
take place? . .
..

P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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. . . . The sower
went forth and
cast each of the
seeds onto the
ground, and
they fall to the
ground,
parched and
bare, where
they decay.
Then from their
decay the greatness of the
Master’s providence raises
them up, and
from the one
grain more
grow and bring
forth fruit.
~ Clement of
Rome, before
100 A.D.

It was a
strange and
dreadful strife
When life and
death contended;
The victory
remained
with life,
The reign of
death is
ended.
Holy Scripture plainly
says
That death is
swallowed up
by death,
Its sting is
lost forever.
Hallelujah!

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use the
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought to
you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Make Songs of Joy” green hymnal #150
“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” green hymnal #192
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Then let us feast
this Easter Day
On Christ, the
bread of heaven;
The Word of
grace has
purged away
The old and
evil leaven.
Christ alone our
souls will feed;
He is our meat
and drink
indeed;
Faith lives upon
no other!
Hallelujah!
Amen
~ Martin
Luther,
1483-1546
A.D.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
God, you
give us the
joy of celebrating our
Lord’s resurrection.
Give us also
the joys of
life in your
service, and
bring us at
last to the
full joy of
life eternal.
Amen

“This Joyful Eastertide” blue hymnal #676

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“This Joyful Eastertide”

… Paul Bouman

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching Pastor: Rev. Ted Gulhaugen
Assisting Minister: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Handchime Choir
Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke
(11:00) Robert Steffen
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Keith Glasel
Acolytes: (9:00) Michael Cornell; Anna Gjerde; Paul Gjerde
(11:00) Mitch Steinke
Elder: (9:00) Marlene Kroening
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Gary Habeck;
Steve and Marlene Kroening;
Larry and Marilyn Schubring
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Joe Pinzl; Vicky Radunz; Steve Zeinemann
(11:00) Dave Gisselman; Gary Gisselman; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Vicky Radunz; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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