A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
We do not
presume to
come to Your
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness,
but in Your
manifold and
great mercies.
Grant us,
therefore, so to
eat the flesh of
Your dear Son
Jesus Christ,
and so to
drink His
blood, that we
may evermore
dwell in Him
and He in us.
Amen

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 21, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Because Jesus lives, we also will
live (John 14:19). His life is our own, and any life that does not
come from Him is no life at all, but death. Jesus therefore
stands at the center of the Church, the object of our praise and
thanksgiving, the light of our souls, and the true strength of
our faith. He is to us what water is to fish. No wonder, then,
He gives His very body and blood to His Church in the Holy
Supper—how can we live without the Resurrection and the
Life?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•

•
•

Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Russell Boelter on his
birthday (May 21) from his daughter and son-in-law, Karen and Richard Merlau.
The flowers at the altar are in thanksgiving to God for the new chapel artwork
and the God-given talent of Edward Riojas.
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

How Do We Feel at Holy Communion?
for those receiving their First Communion, and for all of us
As a Christian godfather . . . . the bit of advice that comes into my head is
this: don’t expect (I mean, don’t count on and don’t demand) that when you are confirmed, or when you make your first Communion, you will have all the feelings you
would like to have. You may, of course: but also you may not. But don’t worry if
you don’t get them. They aren’t what matter. The things that are happening to you
are quite real things whether you feel as you would wish or not, just as a meal will
do a hungry person good even if he has a cold in the head which will rather spoil
the taste. Our Lord will give us right feelings if He wishes – and then we must say
Thank You.
If He doesn’t, then we must say to ourselves (and to Him) that He knows us
best. This, by the way, is one of the very few subjects on which I feel I do know
something. For years after I had become a regular communicant I can’t tell you
how dull my feelings were and how my attention wandered at the most important
moments. It is only in the last year or two that things have begun to come right –
which just shows how important it is to keep on doing what you are told.
~ C. S. Lewis, Letters to Children

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Partita on “Nun Freut Euch”
(Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice)

… Kevin Hildebrand

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” blue hymnal #678

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, the giver of all that is good, by your
holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are
right and by your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

3

Where do we
find Christ?
To this question we can
give only one
answer:
Christ is present for us
humans only
in the Word
and Sacrament.
“Through the
Word and
Sacraments
God gives the
Holy Ghost
where and
when he will
to them that
hear the Gospel” (Augsbu
rg Confession
V:2). In the
Word and
Sacrament
Christ the
Lord truly
comes to us.
In them he is
actually present; they are
not mere
symbols
which remind
us of a faraway Christ of
the past . . . .

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 17:16, 22–31
16Now

while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was
provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 22So
Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens,
I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed
along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made
the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they
might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually
not far from each one of us, 28for “‘In him we live and move and
have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For
we are indeed his offspring.’ 29Being then God’s offspring, we
ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he
will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 66:7-18
Choir/L:

Antiphon

Choir/
L:

Bless our ′God, you peoples;*
make the voice of his praise ′to be heard.

C:

who holds our ′souls in life,*
and will not allow our ′feet to slip.

Choir/
L:

For you, O ′God, have proved us;*
you have tried us just as sil′ver is tried.

C:

You brought us in′to the snare;*
you laid heavy burdens up′on our backs.

Choir/
L:

You let enemies ride over our heads; |
we went through ′fire and water,*
but you brought us out into a place ′of refreshment.

Congregation: Antiphon

C:

I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will
pay ′you my vows,*
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my
mouth when I ′was in trouble.
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. . . . The
Word and
Sacraments
are present
before faith
because they
first awaken
it. Where
they are present there is
the church . .
. . Thus the
one church of
Christ is not
constituted
by our faith,
not by the
holiness of
our life,
rather by
Christ, who
through his
Word and his
Sacrament
calls people to
repentance
and faith.
~ Hermann
Sasse,
The Lonely
Way

Choir/
L:
C:

I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the ′smoke of
rams;*
I will give you ox′en and goats.
Come and listen, all you ′who fear God,*
and I will tell you what he has ′done for me.

Congregation: Antiphon

The Psalms
are poems,
and poems
intended to be
sung.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Reflections
on the
Psalms

Choir/
L:

I called out to him ′with my mouth,*
and his praise was ′on my tongue.

C:

If I had found evil ′in my heart,*
the Lord would ′not have heard me;

Choir/
L:

but in truth ′God has heard me;*
he has attended to the voice ′of my prayer.

C:

Blessed be God, who has not reject′ed my prayer,*
nor withheld his ′love from me.

All:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Congregation: Antiphon
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SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 3:17-22
17For

it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s
will, than for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is
at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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We are born
anew through
Baptism.
However, our
human flesh
and blood, as
I have said,
have not lost
their old skin.
There are so
many hindrances and
attacks of the
devil and the
world that we
often grow
weary and
faint and at
times even
stumble.
Therefore the
Lord’s Supper is given
as a daily food
and sustenance so that
our faith may
be refreshed
and strengthened and that
it may not
succumb in
the struggle
but become
stronger and
stronger . . . .

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter.

15[Jesus

said,] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18“I will not leave
you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you
also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments
and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to
him.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

DEDICATION OF ALTARPIECE (9:00 a.m.)
All children may come to the chapel for an explanation of this new altarpiece depicting the victorious sufferings of Christ.
After the dedication, during the singing of the hymn, children of preschool
age through grade 4 may leave for SUNDAY SCHOOL classes down8

stairs in the church hall. Please reclaim your children in the church hall
following worship. There is no music time today.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Dear Christians One and All, Rejoice” green hymnal #299
(9:00 a.m.) Stanzas are sung as follows:

Congregation: st. 1, 2
Choir: st. 3
Congregation: st. 4
Low Voices: st. 5
High Voices: st. 6
Congregation: st. 7
Choir: st. 8
Congregation: st. 9, 10
(11:00 a.m.) Congregation sings all stanzas

SERMON “Holy Communion, Part Two”
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins,” show us that in the Sacrament, forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation are given us through these words. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
P: How can bodily eating and drinking so such great things?
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but
the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating
and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever
believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness
of sins.”
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. . . This
treasure is
conveyed and
communicated to us in
no other way
than through
the words
“given and
shed for you.”
Here you
have both
gifts—that it
is Christ’s
body and
blood, and
that they are
yours as a
treasure and
gift. Christ’s
body cannot
be an unfruitful, useless
thing that
does nothing
and helps no
one.

~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
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… Jan Bender

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

11

Our churches
are falsely
accused of
abolishing the
Mass. In
fact, the Mass
is retained
among us and
is celebrated
with the
greatest reverence. Almost all the
customary
ceremonies
are retained .
. . . The people are also
reminded
about the dignity and use
of the sacrament—how it
offers great
consolation to
anxious consciences—so
that they may
learn to believe in God
and expect
and ask for all
that is good
from God.
~ Augsburg
Confession,
1530 A.D.,
explaining
the life of
Lutheran
congregations

P:
There have
been some
who have held
that in the
sacrament
there is
merely bread
and wine,
such as people
otherwise eat
and drink.
They have
taught nothing more than
that the bread
signifies the
body and the
wine signifies
the blood of
Christ . . . .
Now beware
of such a
view. Lay
hold on the
word which
Christ speaks:
“Take, this is
my body, this
is my blood.”
He will not
deceive us.
~ Martin
Luther,
The Adoration of the
Sacrament,
1523 A.D.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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In this supper
Jesus preaches
a powerful
sermon for us.
Each time we
eat and drink
His body and
blood once
given and
shed we participate in all
the benefits
He earned for
us on His
cross. Here
the forgiveness of sins is
personally
applied. Not
only did Jesus
die for the
sins of all the
world, but in
this sacred
meal through
His called
servants He
hands us the
actual body
and blood He
once gave and
says, for
you for the
forgiveness of
sins.
~ Harold L.
Senkbeil,
Dying to
Live

The body of
Jesus given in
the Supper is
the same body
of Jesus given
into death on
the cross,
buried, and
raised on the
third day.
How can this
be? It can
only be a
miracle (a
mystery),
greater than
the exodus
miracle of
manna and
quail in the
old covenant.
Jesus is the
new prophet
in fulfillment
of Moses, but
greater.
~ Pr.
Arthur
Just,
Heaven on
Earth: the
Gifts of
Christ in
the Divine
Service

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use the
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought to
you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Children of the Heavenly Father” green hymnal #474
“Here O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” green hymnal #211
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “The Day of Resurrection”

A Prayer
As You Go
Almighty
God, You
provide the
true bread
from
heaven,
Your Son,
Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Grant that
we who
have received the
Sacrament
of His body
and blood
may abide
in Him and
He in us,
that we may
be filled
with the
power of
His endless
life, now
and forever.
Amen

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“The Day of Resurrection”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei
Lector: (9:00) Bill Metter
(11:00) Robert Steffen
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Keith Glasel
Acolytes: (9:00) Asa Rich; Michael Cornell; Grace Stimac
(11:00) Mitch Steinke
Elder: (9:00) Gordon Schalow
(11:00) Karla Westcott
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Ruth Hochberger; Rob Kittel; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Gary Gisselman; Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Donna Nuernberg
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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