A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Father, may we
always give
You thanks for
raising Christ
our Lord to
glory, because
we are His people and share
the salvation He
won, for He
lives and reigns
with You and
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for
ever and ever.
Amen

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 28, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “This is eternal life, that they
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent” (John 17:3). Not only a length of time, “eternal” is also a
quality. True life, eternal life, divine life is knowing God and
His Son, and so living in friendship and fellowship with them
now and forever. Holy Communion is one part of this eternal
life, and Jesus Christ prepares us for this Supper by promising
that it is given and shed for our forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•
•
•

Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Mark Alan Schuett
(b. 3-24-53; d. 5-29-61) by his mother, Verna Schuett.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann in
honor of their 32nd wedding anniversary (May 25).
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Reflection on the Seventh Sunday of Easter
The thread which runs through today’s Divine Service is conspicuously the compassion of Jesus. He really does care for and reach out to hurting people. However, the Bible doesn’t want to “help people.” It wants to help people in the name
of Christ. Christ has a very different notion of our problems than we do. Any good
that comes from our encounter with the Bible is not that it pumps up our selfesteem, or it gives us three surefire steps to personal happiness. The good that
comes to us from the Bible comes as a gracious byproduct of having been met by
the Shepherd Who is Jesus. The Bible doesn’t just want to speak to us. It wants to
change, convert, detoxify us. Every time we let the world set the agenda for our
sermons, scaling down our speech to that which anybody off the street can hear
and understand without conversion or training, we lose the battle before it begins.
We concede too much territory to the enemy. The psychologization of the Gospel—
reducing salvation to self-esteem, sin to maladjustment, church to group therapy,
and Jesus to Dear Abby—is our chief means of perverting the biblical text . . . . We
gather on Sunday not just for comfort, but also for truth.
~ William Willimon, Pulpit Resource

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDES
“Sonata No. 1 in C Major”
“Prelude in Classic Style”

… Vivaldi
… Gordon Young

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!” green hymnal #133

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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The incarnation [that is,
Christ becoming flesh and
dwelling
among us]
does not provide us with a
ladder by
which to escape the ambiguities of
life and scale
the heights of
heaven.
Rather it enables us to
burrow deep
into the heart
of planet
earth and find
it shimmering with divinity.
~ Avery
Dulles,
1918-2008
A.D.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation
but send us the Spirit of truth whom you promised from the
Father; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 1:12-26
12Then

[the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.
13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room,
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All
these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of
persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those
who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field
with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another
take his office.’ 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to
his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to
his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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I will praise
true wisdom
and welcome
it. By it, the
lowly have
won fame and
the despised
have gained
the highest
honors. By it,
a crew of fishermen took the
whole world in
the mesh of the
gospel-net.
Through it,
they overcame
polished words
and cut short
useless wisdom.
~ Gregory
Nazianzen,
329-390
A.D.

PSALM 68:1-10
L:

Let God arise, and let his ene′mies be scattered;*
let those who hate him ′flee before him.

C:

Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives ′it away;*
as the wax melts at the fire, |
so let the wicked perish at the pres′ence of God.

L:

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice ′before God;*
let them also be mer′ry and joyful.

C:

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; |
exalt him who rides up′on the heavens;*
YAHWEH is his name, re′joice before him!

L:

Father of orphans, defend′er of widows,*
God in his holy ′habitation!

C:

God gives the solitary a home |
and brings forth prisoners ′into freedom;*
but the rebels shall live ′in dry places.

L:

O God, when you went forth be′fore your people,*
when you marched ′through the wilderness,

C:

the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, |
at the presence of God, the ′God of Sinai,*
at the presence of God, the ′God of Israel.

L:

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon ′your inheritance;*
you refreshed the land when ′it was weary.

C:

Your people found their ′home in it;*
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision ′for the
poor.
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All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11
4:12Beloved,

do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes
upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening
to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If
you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of you
suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at
the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And “If the
righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and
the sinner?” 19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s
will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
5:6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so
that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties
on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that
the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish
you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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We Christians must
surely expect
to have the
devil with all
his angels
and the world
as our enemies and
must expect
that they will
inflict every
possible misfortune and
grief upon us.
For where
God's Word
is preached,
accepted, or
believed, and
bears fruit,
there the holy
and precious
cross will also
not be far behind.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

VERSE

With the rebirth of
Christ from
death to eternal life we
also expect
the rebirth of
the whole cosmos. Nothing
that God has
created is
lost. Everything returns
in transfigured form. So
we expect
that the Spirit
of the new
creation of all
things will
vanquish human violence
and cosmic
chaos. More
than that: we
expect that
the power of
time and
power of
death will be
vanquished,
too . . . .

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter.

1When

Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that
the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And
this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you
before the world existed. 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know
that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I have
given them the words that you gave me, and they have received
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am
not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me,
for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I
am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one,
even as we are one.”
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Glories of Your Name are Spoken” green hymnal #358
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. . . . Finally,
we expect
eternal consolation when
‘the tears are
wiped away’
from our
eyes. We expect eternal
joy in the
dance of fellowship with
all created
being and
with the triune God.
~ Jurgen
Moltmann,
The Source
of Life: The
Holy Spirit
and the
Theology of
Life

Now we must
also consider
who the person is who
receive the
power and
benefit [of
Communion].
Briefly, as we
have said
above about
Baptism and
in many other
places, the
answer is: It
is the one who
believes what
the words say
and what
they give, for
they are not
spoken or
preached to
stone or wood
but to those
who hear
them . . . It’s
as if Jesus
said, “This is
why I give it
and bid you
eat and drink,
that you may
take it as your
own and enjoy it.”
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

SERMON “Holy Communion, Part Three”
P: Who receives this sacrament worthily?
C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward
training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared
who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe
these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for
the words “for You” require all hearts to believe.
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Sicilienne”

… Fauré

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Living God,

C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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“I think,”
says a pensive
girl with black
corkscrew
curls circling
her face, “that
Mister Milind
is pouring
God into the
cup for us to
drink.” That,
I think, is
what Jesus
must have
meant when
He said we
need to be like
little children.
He was talking about this
very corkscrew-curled
little girl, who
doesn’t care
about transsignification
or consubstantiation . .
. . She just
knows that
the priest
pours God
into a common cup.
~ Lauren F.
Winner,
Girl Meets
God

In this supper
Jesus
preaches a
powerful sermon for us.
Each time we
eat and drink
His body and
blood once
given and
shed we participate in all
the benefits
He earned for
us on His
cross. Here
the forgiveness of sins is
personally
applied. Not
only did Jesus
die for the
sins of all the
world, but in
this sacred
meal through
His called
servants He
hands us the
actual body
and blood He
once gave and
says, for
you for the
forgiveness of
sins.
~ Harold L.
Senkbeil,
Dying to
Live

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
14

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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If people don’t
believe that the
Lord’s body
and blood are
present at the
Supper, do they
still receive
them if they
commune?
Yes, for the
Lord’s word,
“This is my
body” and
“This is my
blood,” is true
whether or not
people believe
it. However, if
we don’t trust
the Lord’s word
to do what it
says, then we
receive no benefit from eating
the body and
the blood—in
fact, St. Paul
says that those
who do not discern the Lord’s
body eat and
drink it “to
their judgment” (1 Cor.
11). We therefore come to the
Supper saying
“amen” to
what He says.
~ C. Kenneth
Yardley,
2000s A.D.

Since you are
children of
the light of
truth, flee
from division
and false doctrine. Where
the Shepherd
is, there follow like
sheep. For
there are
many wolves
who, by
means of
wicked pleasures, capture
those who
run God’s
race. In the
face of your
unity, however, they
will not have
a chance.
Keep away
from bad pasturage. Jesus
Christ does
not cultivate
it since the
Father did
not plant it . .
..

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use the
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought to
you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

16

COMMUNION HYMNS
“How Firm a Foundation” green hymnal #507
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” green hymnal #225
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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. . . . Make no
mistake, my
friends, if anyone walks in the
way of heresy, he
is out of sympathy with the
Passion. Be
careful, then, to
observe a single
Eucharist. For
there is one flesh
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and
one cup of His
blood that makes
us one, and one
altar . . . . In
that way whatever you do is in
line with God’s
will.
~ Ignatius,
Bishop of
Antioch,
35-108 A.D.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord”

A Prayer
As You Go
Heavenly
King, Paraclete, Spirit
of Truth,
present in
all places
and filling
all things,
Treasury of
good and
Choirmaster of
life: come
and dwell
within us,
cleanse us
from all
stains and
save our
souls.
~ Liturgy
of St.
John
Chrysostom

5

Christ the ascended King, Exalted high above,
Whose praise unending ages sing, Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past, Your voice from heaven’s throne
Shall call Your children home at last, To know as we are known.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Christ the Eternal Lord”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… arrg. Joel Raney
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Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Flute: Jacob Roseman
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
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