A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Bestow upon
us, O God,
all that
You ask
of us, that
in asking life
of You we
may be ready
to share Your
life, and the
weight of
it, which is
Your love in
Christ Jesus.
Gather us all
this Lent, O
Lord, in Your
embrace, that
we may be
formed into
the likeness
of Your Son,
Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen

The First Sunday in Lent
March 5, 2017 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Our Lord Jesus Christ began his
earthly ministry by facing the devil in the desert and defeating
his temptations. By that initial victory, Jesus teaches us to
trust Him in our own battle against temptation. One spiritual
weapon that He gives us in that battle is the prayer that He
taught us to pray, “Our Father.” That prayer and its explanation in the Small Catechism will form the focus of our preaching throughout this Lenten season. It is not only a weapon
against the tempter, but also a refuge, strength, and source of
comfort.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•
•

Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. There are many open dates for you to sponsor. The charts are by the
stairs by the northwest entry.

On Zion’s Pillars . . .
. . . you see oil paintings depicting the sufferings of Christ. Eight students from Wausau East High School and one graduate student designed and painted them based on
poetry by Paul Claudel. Zion member, Hailey Contreras, painted the blue-toned
piece depicting one of Christ’s falls (farthest southeast column). Zion commissioned
these original works of art in 2013-14. It represents an example of how art, poetry,
and the faith can intersect with young lives to share the gospel.

About the Start of Our Worship
Sundays in Lent will begin with a procession from font to altar. Why? It pictures
the Christian journey from death to life and from guilt to forgiveness.
The font is our baptizing place, and therefore it is our dying place: there all of our
sin is buried. There we not only die with Christ in Holy Baptism, but we also confess our sins, burying them in His mercy each Sunday. Thus God works His crucifixion in us, canceling the power of guilt.
The altar is our eating place, and therefore it is our living place: there we receive the
Lord Jesus. There we eat and drink His actual body and blood, the same flesh that
died and rose again. Thus God works His resurrection in us, nourishing us with
forgiveness.
The procession of ministers pictures this journey as we chant the Introit, a psalm
that proclaims the theme of the day. From death to life, from guilt to forgiveness,
from font to altar: so we go!

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Selected portions of “Sonata VI” [Sonata VI is based on the
chorale “Vater Unser” (Our Father Who in Heaven Above)]
… Mendelssohn

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the
Spirit.
C: Amen

Son, and of the Holy

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to
your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
The procession of ministers from font
to altar pictures the
Christian life,
journeying
from death
(the burial of
our sins in
forgiveness)
to life (the gift
of the risen
Lord at the
altar). For
more reflection on this,
see “About
the Start of
Our Worship,” inside
front cover.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

INTROIT
P:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

P:

Because you have made the LORD your ′dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my ′refuge—

C:

no evil shall be allowed to be′fall you,*
no plague come ′near your tent.
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P:

For he will command his angels con′cerning you*
to guard you in ′all your ways.

C:

On their hands they will ′bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a′gainst a stone.

P:

You will tread on the lion and the ′adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample ′underfoot.

C:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

P:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

KYRIE
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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The first
thing to know
is this: It is
our duty to
pray because
God has commanded it.
We were told
in the Second
Commandment, “You
shall not take
God’s name
in vain.”
Thereby we
are required
to praise the
holy name
and pray or
call upon it in
every need.
For to call
upon it is
nothing else
than to pray.
Prayer, therefore, is as
strictly and
solemnly
commanded
as all the
other commandments,
such as having no other
God, not killing, not stealing, etc . . . .

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come: through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE
“Our Father, Who Art in Heaven”
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… Carlos Rosas

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 3:1-21
1Now

the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you
die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.
5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig
leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8And they heard
the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said,
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you
not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God
said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.” 16To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply
your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.
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. . . . Let no
one think that
it makes no
difference
whether I pray
or not, as vulgar people do
who say in
their delusion:
“Why should I
pray? Who
knows whether
God heeds my
prayer or cares
to hear it? If I
do not pray,
someone else
will.” Thus
they fall into
the habit of
never praying . . . .
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism,
“The Lord’s
Prayer”

In the second
place, we
should be all
the more
urged and
encouraged to
pray because
God has
promised that
our prayer
will surely be
answered, as
He says in
Ps. 50:15,
“Call upon
me in the day
of trouble,
and I will
deliver you,”
and Christ
says in Matt.
7:7, 8, “Ask
and it will be
given you,”
etc. “For
every one
who asks receives.” Such
promises certainly ought
to awaken
and kindle in
our hearts a
desire and
love to pray .
...

Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
17And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of
your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles
it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living. 21And the LORD God made for
Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32:1-8
L:

Happy are they whose transgressions ′are forgiven,*
and whose sin is ′put away!

C:

Happy are they to whom the LORD im′putes no guilt,*
and in whose spirit there ′is no guile!

L:

While I held my tongue, my bones with′ered away,*
because of my groaning ′all day long.

C:

For your hand was heavy upon me ′day and night;*
my moisture was dried up as in the ′heat of summer.

L:

Then I acknowledged my ′sin to you,*
and did not con′ceal my guilt.

C:

I said, “I will confess my transgressions ′to the LORD.”*
Then you forgave me the guilt ′of my sin.
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L:

C:

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
′time of trouble;*
when the great waters overflow, they ′shall not reach them.
You are my hiding-place; |
you preserve ′me from trouble;*
you surround me with shouts ′of deliverance.

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Romans 5:12-19
12Therefore,

just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned—13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given,
but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like
the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to
come. 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and
the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for
many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.
17If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one
man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ. 18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for
all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for
all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.
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. . . . For by
His Word
God testifies
that our
prayer is
heartily
pleasing to
Him and will
assuredly be
heard and
granted, so
that we may
not despise or
disdain it or
pray uncertainly. You
can hold such
promises up
to Him and
say, “Here I
come, dear
Father, and
pray not of
my own accord or because of my
own worthiness, but at
your commandment
and promise,
which cannot
fail or deceive
me.”
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism,
“The Lord’s
Prayer”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
Furthermore,
we should be
encouraged
and drawn to
pray because,
in addition to
this commandment
and promise,
God takes the
initiative and
puts into our
mouths the
very words
we are to use
[the Lord’s
Prayer].
Thus we see
how sincerely
He is concerned over
our needs,
and we shall
never doubt
that our
prayer pleases
Him and will
assuredly be
heard . . .

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter.

1Then

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights,
he was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
4But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5Then the
devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the
temple 6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written, “ ‘He will command his angels concerning
you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike
your foot against a stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,
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‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus
said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You shall worship
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ ” 11Then the devil
left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . So this
prayer is far
superior to all
others that we
might ourselves devise.
For in the
latter our
conscience
would always
be in doubt,
saying, “I
have prayed,
but who
knows
whether it
pleased Him,
or whether I
have hit upon
the right form
and mode?”
Thus there is
no nobler
prayer to be
found on
earth, for it
has the excellent testimony that
God loves to
hear it. This
we should not
trade for all
the riches in
the world.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism,
“The Lord’s
Prayer”

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” green hymnal #229

SERMON “The Lord’s Prayer, Part I”
P: What is the introduction to the Lord’s Prayer?
C: Our Father who art in heaven.
P: What does this mean?
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He
is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that
with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear
children ask their dear father.
P: What is the first petition of the Lord’s Prayer?
C: Hallowed be Thy name.
P: What does this mean?
C: God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this
petition that it may be kept holy among us also.
P: How is God’s name kept holy?
C: God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in
its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead
holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in
heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God's
Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from
this, heavenly Father!
Please kneel.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

A: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
Vivace & Larghetto from “Partita on Ein Feste Burg”
… Andrew Clarke
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
15

During Lent, as
our sermons
focus on the
Lord’s Prayer,
we will highlight
our use of the
Lord’s Prayer by
employing an
ancient custom:
the kantor will
ring Zion’s bell
three times during the Lord’s
Prayer, first at
the word
“Father,” second
at the word
“Give,” and
third at the word
“Amen.” These
three words encapsulate the
spirit of the
prayer.
Churches used
to observe this
practice as a
way of informing the surrounding
neighborhood
that the Lord’s
Prayer was now
being prayed.

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
16

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” green hymnal #99
“Now We Join in Celebration” green hymnal #203
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
A Prayer
as You Go
God our
Savior,
bring us
back to You
and fill our
minds with
Your wisdom. May
we be enriched by
our observance of
Lent. Grant
this through
our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

Almighty God, Father,
and forever.

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… James Biery

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocalists: Cyndi Reuter; Carol Rich
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Lector: (9:00) Bill Metter
(11:00) Gary Gisselman
Acolyte: (9:00) Michael Cornell
(11:00) Mara Stahl
Elder: (9:00) Craig Zastrow
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;
Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Lois Jarosz; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Dave Gisselman; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Pam Hoppe
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
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Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
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Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
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