A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church

I bind unto
myself the
name,
the strong
name of the
Trinity,
by invocation
of the same,
the Three-inOne and Onein-Three,
of Whom all
nature has
creation;
Eternal Father, Word
and Spirit:
Praise to the
Lord of my
salvation,
Salvation is of
Christ the
Lord.
~ St. Patrick’s
Breastplate

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 10, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. In today’s gospel, our Lord sets a
great blessing upon children, promising that whoever receives a
child in His name receives Him, and He even bids us to become
like children. Children live by what they receive, and God calls
you His children. What else does it say but that He is prepared
to give you much, and that you also live by what you receive
from Him? Here is His table, set for you, and here is His fatherly counsel, spoken for you, all of it given to you through Jesus, His beloved Son. Rejoice, and receive!

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•
•
•

Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Wayne and Lorry Kleinschmidt in
honor of their 60th wedding anniversary on September 14.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Wayne and Cyndi Reuter in celebration
of family and their 39th wedding anniversary.
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
• Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
• To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words,
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the
action at the altar.
• As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them
to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
• Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
• If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
• If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers.
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PRELUDE
“Let the Whole Creation Cry”
… David Cherwien and Paul Manz

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the
Spirit.
C: Amen

Son, and of the Holy

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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This is the
function of
the Divine
Service in the
Christian life:
to be taken
out of ourselves and
into the life of
God. At the
core, the
problem of
our anxiety is
the problem of
our constantly drifting away
from the center of our
lives, which is
God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
Under the
pressures of
daily living
we wander
and sometimes run to
the edges of
life, where we
eventually
come face-toface with our
own anxiety.
This anxiety
is a warning
sign that we
have drifted .
..
[continued
next page]

[continued
from previous
page]
. . . God’s
response to
our drifting is
dealt with in
the liturgy of
public worship, and He
begins by giving us a password by
which to enter into His
presence.
That password, given
us in the Invocation, is
His holy
name of
“Father, Son,
and Holy
Spirit.” In
the Invocation, in the
Benediction,
and when we
speak or sing
in praise saying, “Glory
be to the Father and to
the Son and
to the Holy
Spirit,” we
call on God to
lift us out of
ourselves . . .

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Let the Whole Creation Cry” green hymnal #242

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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. . . and into
His healing
presence.
There, our
vision of life
is broadened
and the air
becomes fresh
once again. It
is there, in
the presence
of God and
lifted out of
ourselves by
God, that we
find healing
for all our
anxieties,
worries, and
fears. And if
we are willing, they can
all be left behind so that
we may return to our
homes in
peace.
~ Richard C.
Eyer, They
Will See
His Face

Let us consider, then,
brethren, of
what matter
we were
formed, who
we are, and
with what
nature we
came into the
world, and
how He Who
formed and
created us
brought us
into His
world from
the darkness
of a grave,
and prepared
His benefits
for us before
we were born.
Since, therefore, we have
everything
from Him, we
ought in everything to
give Him
thanks, to
Whom be
glory for ever
and ever.
Amen
~ Clement
of Rome,
around
88 A.D.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
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P:

Let us pray . . . O God, from whom all good proceeds: grant to
us, your humble servants, your holy inspiration, that we may
set our minds on the things that are right, and by your merciful
guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 33:7-9
7“So

you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32:1-8
Choir/ Happy are they whose transgressions ′are forgiven,*
L:
and whose sin is ′put away!
C:

Happy are they to whom the LORD im′putes no guilt,*
and in whose spirit there ′is no guile!

Choir/ While I held my tongue, my bones with′ered away,*
L:
because of my groaning ′all day long.
C:

For your hand was heavy upon me ′day and night;*
my moisture was dried up as in the ′heat of summer.
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Choir/ Then I acknowledged my ′sin to you,*
L:
and did not con′ceal my guilt.
C:

I said, “I will confess my transgressions ′to the LORD.”*
Then you forgave me the guilt ′of my sin.

Choir/ Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
L:
′time of trouble;*
when the great waters overflow, they ′shall not reach them.
C:

You are my hiding-place; | you preserve ′me from trouble;*
you surround me with shouts ′of deliverance.

All:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10
1Let

every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good,
and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what
is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom
honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for
the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The command8

ments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.

1At

that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he
put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5“Whoever receives one such
child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned
9

Christians do
not do battle
with sword
and musket,
but with the
cross and
with suffering, just as
Christ our
leader does
not wield a
sword, but
hangs on a
cross.
~ Martin
Luther,
1483-1546
A.D.

God acts and
the Church
reflects what
He has done.
What God
has bound,
the Church
binds. What
God has
loosed, the
Church
looses. What
is done on
earth has already been
brought about
in heaven.
~ Joshua
Genig,
2005 A.D.

in the depth of the sea.
7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation
comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire.
9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It
is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be
thrown into the hell of fire. 10“See that you do not despise one of
these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see
the face of my Father who is in heaven.
12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he
finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained
your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell
it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among
them.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker!” green hymnal #519
(9:00 a.m.) Stanza 1:
Stanza 2:
Stanza 3:
Stanza 4:

All
Choir
High Voices
All

(11:00 a.m.) Congregation sings all stanzas

SERMON
“Down, Not Up”
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Please kneel.
Take, Lord,
and receive
all my liberty,
my memory,
my understanding, my
entire will, all
that I have
and possess.
Thou hast
given all to
me. To Thee,
O Lord, I return it. Dispose of it
wholly according to
Thy will.
Give me Thy
love and Thy
grace, for this
is sufficient
for me.
Amen
~ Ignatius
of Loyola,
1491-1556
A.D.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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… Kevin Hildebrand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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But, as the
Lord of all
desires mercy
and not sacrifice, and as
compassion is
better than
tens of thousands of fat
rams, let us
offer Him this
mercy
through the
needy and
those who are
at present cast
down on the
ground.
~ Gregory of
Nazianzus,
329-390
A.D.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
14

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” green hymnal #208
“Shepherd of Tender Youth
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5 So now, and till we die, Sound we Your praises high
And joyful sing: Infants and all the throng,
Who to the Church belong, Unite to swell the song
To Christ, our king!

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
A Prayer
As You Go
Preserve in
peace, O
Lord, us Thy
servants;
and grant
that we
whom Thou
hast called
to sing Thy
praises on
earth may
be made
partakers of
Thy heavenly glory,
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen
~ E. MilnerWhite

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… Jan Bender

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Lutheran Kantorei
Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke
(11:00) Paul Henning
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Keith Glasel
Acolyte: (9:00) Zack Madden
(11:00) Sam Schubring
Elder: (9:00) Dick Ames
(11:00) Scott Schubring
Ushers: (9:00) Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Rob Kittel; Bill Metter; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Gary Gisselman; Joe Pinzl; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Vicky Radunz; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org

20

