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CELEBRATE THE REFORMATION 
 

October 1:   Hymn Festival, 3 p.m. 
 

October 29:  Reformation Festival 
 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                                 
 
I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise, I did nothing.  And then, 

while I slept or drank Wittenberg beer with my Philip and my Amsdorf, the Word so 

greatly weakened the papacy . . . . The Word did it all. ~ Martin Luther 

 
Dear Zion, 
 
People tend to associate the Reformation that we celebrate this month with Martin Lu-
ther, but Luther associated it with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.  That contrast is 
an important reminder of what we celebrate this October, and why we do so. 
 
Five hundred years ago, Luther posted his 95 Theses against the Roman practice of sell-
ing the full forgiveness of sins for cash.  That event is the “anniversary” that we com-
memorate this year.  Yet the 95 Theses were only the start of something; the Reforma-
tion itself took much longer.  Some say that it continues to this day. 
 
After Rome excommunicated Luther in 1521, and the Roman bishops forsook their 
charges in Germany (note: Luther and his supporters did not “break” with Rome, but the 
other way ‘round!), Luther and other supporters of the Reformation had to undertake the 
important task of caring for the churches in Germany.  They preached, taught, devel-
oped the catechism, and improved the instruction of clergy and seminarians.   
 
At the same time, they continued to attempt reconciliation with Rome by demonstrating 
their beliefs from Scripture and the early church fathers, a task that continued even after 
Luther’s death in 1546.  From all these efforts came “the Lutheran Confessions,” or 
statements of church teaching, contained in the Book of Concord, published in 1580 (63 
years after the 95 Theses!).   
 
Sadly, Rome did not repent and come home.  Today, we give thanks for increased un-
derstanding and friendliness among the divided churches, and we pray for further unity.  
Yet through it all, we want to see what Luther confessed: the Word did it all!  The Word 
of God, living and active, intervened to uncover the truth and cause faith in Christ cruci-
fied to flourish.  He died for sinners, and lives for them still—this is what the Reforma-
tion is all about.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde  
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In the Liturgy  
 

Scripture Readings in Worship this October 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during October.  
Read them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, October 1:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32, Phil. 2:1-4, 14-18, Matthew 21:23-27 
Sunday, October 8:  Isaiah 5:1-7, Phil. 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46 
Sunday, October 15:  Isaiah 25:6-9, Phil. 4:4-13, Matthew 22:1-14 
Sunday, October 22:  Isaiah 45:1-7, 1 Thess. 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22 
Sunday, October 29:  Revelation 14:6-7, Romans 3:19-28, John 8:31-36 

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

Should we celebrate the Reforma-

tion?  Isn’t that divisive?  I suppose 
you could say that it’s no more divi-
sive than not celebrating the Reforma-
tion.  What I mean is this: the Refor-
mation is a part of the church’s his-
tory, no matter what.  By celebrating 
it, we affirm the divine truth that it 
confessed, truth found in Scripture 
and church tradition alike.  By refus-
ing to celebrate (or acknowledge) the 
Reformation, a church would deny its 
truth and the commitments of those 
who embrace it.  Every “yes” has its 
“no,” every “no” has its “yes”—as is 
even the case with celebrating the 
cross and name of our Lord.  The 
thing to remember is that the Refor-
mation isn’t about denominational 
membership, in the end.  It’s about 
proclaiming that Christ died for the 
forgiveness of sins, and to ensure that 
it be freely given to all people in His 

The Liturgy this Month 
 

Seeing Red: You don’t often see red 
on the altar of the Church, but this 
month you’ll see it on October 28-29 as 
we commemorate the Reformation.  
Why?  Because red is the color of 
Christ’s blood, the martyrs’ blood, and 
the fire of the Holy Spirit.  Blood and 
Spirit are the life of the Church, and so 
whenever we celebrate the Church’s 
life, we bring out the red.   
 
Drawing to a Close: With the start of 
October, we start nearing the end of the 
Church Year.  It’s that last quarter of 
the Pentecost season, in which the 
Church’s worship draws our minds to 
the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom and 
the “harvest” of the saints.  From await-
ing Christ’s birth to awaiting His final 
appearing, the Church Year leads us 
through the whole life of Christ, even 
as He commands, “teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:20). ■ 
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From the Vicar  
 

Brothers and sisters of Zion,  
 
“I do not cease in giving thanks for you, praising God the Father through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, remembering you constantly in my prayers” (Eph 1:16; Col 1:3). Indeed, I know 
what St. Paul means when he utters these words to his fellow believers.  
 
In this world we are always striving for something; working to accomplish the next 
goal; conquer the next challenge. It is infrequent then, that we have the opportunity to 
really give thanks, when we perceive that there is always more to be done. Well, thanks 
be to God in Jesus Christ who gives us the victory out of his own faithfulness and lov-
ingkindness. By the merits of Christ we are set free, liberated to sing our praises to God 
for the abundance of his blessings.  
 
Though everyday is spent in gratitude for God’s grace, I have 
occasion to give a special thanks to you, my fellow brothers 
and sisters, for the generosity you have shown me and my fam-
ily. Truthfully, I do not believe that any words of my own—no 
matter how eloquent or poetic—could really describe how ap-
preciative my wife and I are for the abounding love you have 
expressed at the arrival of our first child. God’s Spirit is most 
certainly working here in His most holy house, among his 
blessed people, and it is truly my honor and privilege to serve you as your Vicar. 
 
I am excited to bring our daughter into this house which holds a family: a family that 
comes before the Lord in humility, receiving the abundant gifts God has given in water 
and word, bread and wine. Resting and rejoicing in these wonderful gifts we walk to-
gether, in the footsteps of Christ and all the Saints, with our dear Martin Luther, placing 
the Word of God always before us, joining in prayer, lifting up one another in faith, and 
bearing every burden as one body in Christ Jesus. 
 

Fides ex Auditu, 

 

Vicar Joe 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sundays, 10:15 AM:  NEW STUDY: Romans 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the longest epistle in the Bible, is considered one of the 
clearest proclamations of salvation by faith in Christ alone.  This book inspired Luther 
and the Lutheran Reformation, and it continues to create and sustain our faith today.   
 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  NEW STUDY: First Clement 

In Philippians 4:3, the apostle Paul mentions a man named Clement.  Shortly after 
Paul’s death, and even before the apostle John died, it was probably this man who either 
wrote or helped write the letter that bears his name, “First Clement,” sent to the Corin-
thians from the Christians in Rome.  We will study this insightful letter from Christian-
ity’s earliest days. 

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast: Matthew  Most of our gospel readings this year will 
come from the gospel according to Matthew.  The tax collector called by Christ, Mat-
thew writes a gospel that some have called a “catechism of the Christian life.”  He tells 
us the story of Jesus in a way that teaches how the followers of Jesus live by Jesus’ life 
alone.  Come and let Matthew renew your own living of the Life.   

Childhood and Youth Education 
 

Confirmation Class 

Class meets every Wednesday in October except for October 25.  Please keep Zion’s 
confirmands in your prayers as they prepare for publicly confession of Christ’s mercy 
and eternal life. 

 

Sunday School / Pre-Confirmation Classes 

As Zion’s teachers and leaders proclaim the Word of God to their students, the Holy 
Spirit is working to create faith in their lives; so, the work of the Sunday School and Pre
-Confirmation classes continue to the glory of God.  On Sunday, October 29, the chil-
dren will be singing during the 9:00 AM service as Zion celebrates the 500th Anniver-
sary of the Reformation.  While the Pre-Confirmation class will have class as usual fol-
lowing the service, the Sunday School will remain in worship and there will be no music 

with Kantor following the worship. 

Youth Bible Study: “Heroes of the Faith” 

Vicar Pinzl will lead youth through a study of Zion’s Reformation windows on Sundays, 
October 22 through November 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the east gallery.   
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“Notes” From the Kantor        
 

Hymn of the Day Devotions 

The Sunday Morning Bible class during the summer fo-
cused on the hymns of the church and “Why Lutherans 
Sing What They Sing,” you can continue to learn more 
about hymns by checking out the Hymn of the Day Devo-
tions located in the rack near the west entrance.  Several 
new devotions have been added (and are printed on green 
paper.)  The devotions have the text of the hymn included.  May the Lord richly bless 

you through the words sung and prayed in the hymns of the church.   

 

 

 

Kantor Beethe’s Work Honored 
 

A few years ago, Kantor Beethe was selected by the Center for Church Music in 
River Forest, Illinois, to edit a book celebrating the life and work of Kantor’s 
teacher, Dr. Charles Ore.  Kantor worked diligently on the task, and the book, 
Charles W. Ore: An American Original, was published in 2016.  Zion is pleased to 
announced that Kantor’s work is now receiving recognition for its excellence by the 
Concordia Historical Institute, the premier archival group of American Lutheranism. 
 
Each year, the Concordia Historical Institute surveys contributions to North Ameri-
can Lutheran history to identify the most outstanding projects.  This year, its Award 
Committee has chosen to honor Charles W. Ore: An American Original with an 
Award of Commendation.  The Institute has invited Kantor to attend the awards 
banquet at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, on Thursday, November 9, to receive the 
honor in person.  
 
Thanks be to God for Kantor’s faithful labors on behalf of the Church’s music!  
Please express your appreciation to Kantor Beethe, also, and know that you may 
check out An American Original from the church library!  Zion helped support the 
publication of this work, which contains several essays on Dr. Ore from those who 
know him and his work best, including an essay by Kantor Beethe on the influence 
and witness of Dr. Ore’s wife.  It’s worth the reading! 



 

8 

80+ Birthdays in October 

Oct. 2 Junior Ricci, 2803 Pheasant Ave., Wausau 54401 
Oct. 5 Earl Uecke, 2100 Townline Rd. Apt. 103, Wausau 54403 
Oct. 9 Erna Heldt, 1032 S. 10th Ave., Wausau, 54401 
Oct. 9 Dan Gruetzmacher, T3136 Calico Ln., Wausau, 54403 
Oct. 18 Laura Raddatz, 506 N. 1st Ave., Wausau, 54401 
Oct. 19 Robert Prahl, 1829 El Segundo Ave., Weston, 54476 
Oct. 20 Verna Schuett, 1535 Burek Ave., Wausau, 54401 
Oct. 21 Irene Zaitz, 1014 N. 6th Ave., Wausau, 54401 
Oct. 22 Carl Boettcher, 1908 E. Hamilton St., Wausau, 54403 
Oct. 28 Joyce Wilde, 7950 Cole Spring Ln., New Port Richy FL 34653 

 
Thank You 

Zion’s Secretary, Anna Mae Zeinemann and Office Manager, Pam Gabriel wish to 
thank Zion Congregation and the Woman of Zion for the special recognition given to 
them on September 23 and 24.  We appreciate all the support we receive from all the 
members and want you to know that we love our work and love serving all of you.  
Thanks again! 
 

Faith in Action 

Are you age 60 or older?  Do you need a little extra help with groceries?  Friendly vol-
unteers from Faith in Action of Marathon County are ready to deliver food from the 
Community Center of Hope food pantry or from The Neighbors’ Place to your doorstep.  
To request assistance, please contact Kelly at 715-848-8783. 
 

Coffee and Conversation Support Group 

The first Monday of each month, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., a group meets at Hardee’s 
Restaurant, 2609 Stewart Ave., Wausau.  The first 10 participants get a free meal.  Pre-
sented by NAMI Northwoods www.naminorthwoods.org and sponsored by a grant from 
the Aspirus Foundation. 
 

Wreath Sale    Zion will again have a Christmas Wreath sale in November with pickup 
coinciding with the Cookie Sale December 2nd.  Be sure to buy your holiday wreath 
from Zion this year!  The profit from the sale benefits programs of Zion Lutheran 
Church.  Order forms will be in next month’s newsletter and are also available at the 
church office starting mid-October. 

 



 

9 

 
 

 

. 

Organ Concert Series 

 
Zion Lutheran Church is pleased to present  

A Hymn Festival— 
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of 

the Reformation 
as the next event in the Organ Concert Series on 

Sunday, October 1, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Organist, Robert A Hobby has prepared arrange-
ments for choir, congregation, brass and organ. 

 

Michael D. Costello will provide  
reflections and commentary on the hymns. 

Robert A. Hobby 

A Hymn Festival—

Celebrating the 500th  

Anniversary of the  

Reformation 

Michael D. Costello 

Zion Lutheran Church 
October 1, 2017 

3:00 p.m. 
Free-will Donation 

Reception to follow concert 
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Mission and Outreach Teams 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran World Relief — Goal $2,500 

 Salvation Army, Wausau — Goal $1,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief  

Millions of families around the world experience hunger daily.  Natural disasters, civil 
conflicts, and breakdowns in economic systems lead to disease, malnutrition and death.  
Shelter and clothing are scarce.  Lutheran World Relief (LWR) works with the local per-
sonnel to distribute help.  They re-establish and educate the population to recover and 
improve their living conditions.  The need is great. 
 

 

Salvation Army, Wausau 

So many of our neighbors have been broken under 
the weight of a sagging economy that has left them 
with nothing.  The Salvation Army is often one of the 
first places they turn to for help.  They give them 
hope.  They reach out in God’s grace to every suffer-
ing soul who needs their compassion and help.  The 
donations that typically arrive in time for the very 
busy Christmas season haven’t kept pace with de-
mand.  They know that the economy has caused un-
employment to surge and businesses to close.  We 
have faith that it hasn’t closed our hearts.  The hope is 
that all will open their hearts.  
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Memorials & Other Gifts Received  
• In memory of Darlene Westcott, Mike and Karla Westcott and Family, Dick and Dianne 

Ames and Carl and Mavis Boettcher gave a gift to the Hansen Fund. 
• In memory of Darlene Westcott, Mildred Wurster gave a gift to the General Fund. 
• In memory of Darlene Westcott, Nancy Mogensen and Ed and Ellie Martin gave a gift 

to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of their cousin, Nancy Burgoyne, Bonnie Glasel and James and Barbara 

Leader gave a gift to the Music Ministry Fund. 
• In memory of Lue Goetsch, Ruth Draeger, Wayne and Lorry Kleinschmidt, Adair Lewis,  

Gene and Sharon Bartelt, Delores Warner and other Family and Friends, a gift was given 
to the Help Fund. 

• In memory of Lue Goetsch, Judy Cherwinka and Dick and Dianne Ames, gave a gift to 
the Hansen Fund. 

• In memory of Lue Goetsch, The Janke Family gave a gift to Undesignated Special 
Funds. 

• In memory of Lue Goetsch, Kathy Durkee gave a gift to the Mission Fund. 
• In memory of Lue Goetsch, Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper and Sandra Radunz gave a gift 

to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of Rodney Zahrt, Family and Friends gave gifts to the Church Roof Fund, 

the Computer Fund and the Mission Fund. 
• In memory of Bob Karl, Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Hansen Fund. 
• In memory of Bob Karl, Donna Nuernberg and Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a 

gift to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of Bob Karl, Jack and Bobby Brose, Nancy Pijan, Ruth Draeger and 

LaVonne Goddard gave a gift to Undesignated Special Funds. 
• In memory of Bob and Florence Karl, John and Nancy Anderson gave a gift to Undes-

ignated Special Funds. 
• Zion’s Birthday Club gave a gift to the Mission Fund. 
• In memory of Alice Beethe, mother of Ivan Beethe, Ruth Draeger and Dick and Dianne 

Ames gave a gift to the Music Fund. 
• In memory of Alice Beethe, Adele and Harry Blair gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of Alice Beethe, Rev. Steven and Jane Gjerde gave a gift to LWR Quilt Ship-

ping. 
• In memory of Alice Beethe, Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann and Sheryl Morris gave a 

gift to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of Alice Beethe, the Zion Staff sponsored a radio broadcast in her honor. 
• Janet Widule enjoys Zion’s Sunday broadcasts and gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
• In memory of her aunt Doris Kittel, Dawn Riske gave a gift to Undesignated Special 

Funds. 
• In memory of her aunt Doris Kittel,   Dorothy and Jerry Kittel gave a gift to the Garden 

Fund. 
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Our German Market Takes Over the Zion Gym this October! 
 

Strassenfest 2017: Saturday, October 14th, 9am-4pm 

The Zion Strassenfest committee and its 
corps of volunteers have the amazing 
ability each year to transform an ordinary 
gym into a charismatic German market-
place. From authentically crafted store 
booths to mood-boosting accordion music 
and sightings of Lederhosen and Dirndls, 
you’ll feel as if you’ve stepped into a 
small town in Germany. Definitely an event to which to bring your friends, neighbors and co-
workers!  This year’s fest will feature the following themed kiosks: 
• Antiques—Items that are 100 years or older including furniture, glassware, pictures, tools, watches, art, 
books, farm items, etc. 
• Vintage Items—Treasures that are 40-50 years old including tins, chests, suitcases, clocks, dishware, 
buttons, typewriters, scales, knick knacks, vases, books, bookcases, mirrors, etc. 
• Kitchen Corner—Cookbooks, cooking tools, towels, dishcloths, pot holders, casserole cozies, plastic 
bag holders, ceramics, decorative rugs, handmade trays, picnic ensembles, etc. 
• Boutique—Handmade items including jewelry, candles, bath soaps, rag dolls and doll clothes, knit baby 
blankets, booties, bibs, bonnets, quilts, bags, purses, fine art, etc. 
• Woodworking—Wooden toys, birdhouses, bird feeders, doll houses, wooden signs, cutting boards, roll-
ing pins, flower boxes, benches, decorative boxes, quilt racks, etc. 
• Ye Old Library—Books & Puzzles! Classics, westerns, romance novels, textbooks, kids books, how-to 
manuals, fairy tales, series, magazines, etc. 
• Christmas—Decorative and festive items such as mantelpieces, ornaments, tree skirts, swags, wreaths, 
table runners, placemats, tablecloths, grapevine trees and wreaths, sleds, ice skates, Christmas story 
books, etc. 
• Pantry—Homemade canned foods and garden produce, salsa, sauerkraut, sauces, dried herbs, spices, 
plants, corn stalks, gourds and pumpkins, and more! 
• Bakery—Homemade goods such as küchen, kringles, stöllen, breads, cookies, bars, pastries, pies, cakes, 
scones, doughnuts, etc. 
• Candy—Divinity, fudge, chocolate, peanut brittle, toffee, truffles, caramels, hard candies, etc. 
• Sidewalk Cafe—Treats, sweets and snacks such as pretzels, hot dogs, rolls, kringles, doughnuts, coffee 

cake, cupcakes, coffee and juice. 

Donations:  There’s still time to scan your basements and attics for antiques and vintage items!  
Start collecting a bag or two of books; knit or crochet a blanket, slippers, scarf or mittens; start a 
birdhouse project or donation some home-canned goods or produce from the garden.  Share your 
talents (or someone else’s) and help make Strassenfest 2017 a success!  Items can be dropped 

off at the church office.  Danke schön! 

Contact chairs Lori and Dave Torkko at 715-551-0566 or dtorkko@pcpros.net to donate, share 
ideas or volunteer. Strassenfest 2017 is Saturday, October 14th from 9am-4pm. Head over to 

Facebook and ‘like’ our Zion Strassenfest page to stay informed of the latest news.  Sie sehen 

im Oktober!! 
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Saturday, October 14th, 2017 

A Festive Day at Zion!     All Welcome! 

 

STRASSENFEST  2017 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Zion’s gym transforms into a German Street Fair! 

 

SWISS STEAK LUNCHEON 

11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

A traditional favorite, served in the Church Hall. 

Tickets: $12 adults; $5 age 5-10; 4 & under free. 

Available at the Zion Church Office and at the door. 
 

Can You Help? 

Baked goods, canned goods,  garden vegetables, boutique items and more needed! 

I will donate the following item(s) or make a cash donation of:  $___________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES. I am interested in: 

_____ Setting up booths Thursday in the gym before Strassenfest. 3:00pm until done—supper is provided. 

_____ Helping in the kitchen the Friday before Strassenfest. 

_____ Assisting in the kitchen on Saturday (wide variety of tasks). 

_____ Working in a shop (booth) on the Saturday of Strassenfest (anytime between 9:00 & 4:00). 

_____ Helping take down Strassenfest after 4:30pm Saturday in the gym. 

_____ Setting up tables for the Swiss Steak Luncheon Friday before Strassenfest in the church hall. 

_____ Setting and decorating tables on Friday or Saturday for Swiss Steak Luncheon. 

_____ Serving during the Swiss Steak Luncheon on Saturday, between 11am-1:30pm. 

_____ Helping clean up after the Swiss Steak Luncheon after 1:30pm Saturday in the church hall. 

_____ Other ways I can assist: ___________________________________________________ 

Give this form to an usher at worship, return it to the church office, or just call us at 715-848-7286. 

Name__________________________________________________Phone___________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________________ 

Stay up to date by liking our event on our Facebook page:  Strassenfest, hosted by Zion Lutheran Church:   

https://www.facebook.com/Zion Strassenfest 

Zion Lutheran Church 

709 Sixth Street 

Wausau,  Wisconsin  54403 
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Abendessen Dinner: Sunday, October 15 

Zion’s annual Abendessen Dinner will be on Sunday, October 15 at the City 
Grill / Jefferson Street Inn, downtown Wausau.  Social hour is from 5:00-
6:00 p.m. with a cash bar.  The menu features authentic German food 

(served buffet style) and includes: 

Kartoffelsalat 

Southern Style German Warm Potato Salad with Vinegar, potatoes, 

Mustard, vegetable broth, bacon bits, parsley, red onions and  

topped with chives 

Rotkohl 

German Red Cabbage 

Prepared with apple juice, and quartered apple 

Schweinebraten 

Bavarian Pork Roast, Spaetzle and Sauerkraut 

German-Style Chicken Schnitzel 

Served with a Mushroom Sauce 

Gurkensalat - German Cucumber Salad 

Cucumbers, onion, sour cream, white vinegar, dried dill,  

dried parsley, paprika 

Dessert by 2510 

Dinner includes fresh baked rolls and butter, fresh brewed coffee,  

iced tea or milk. 

• Our guest speakers are Bill and Pat Metter, “Luther: Then and Now.”   
• Advance tickets are on sale at the church office, $18 each. 

• Deadline to purchase tickets is Tuesday, October 3. 

Silent Auction items can be bid on during Abendessen. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
709 SIXTH STREET 
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

• Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
• Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
• Wednesdays  10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 


