
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
We beg you, 
Lord, to help 
and defend 
us.  Bring 
back those 
who have 
gone astray.  
Feed the hun-
gry.  Lift up 
the weak.  
May every 
nation come 
to know that 
you alone are 
God, that Je-
sus is your 
Child, hat we 
are your peo-
ple, the sheep 
that you pas-
ture. Amen. 
~ Clement  
 of Rome,  
 before  
 100 A.D. 
 

Feast of the Reformation ~ 500 Years 
October 29, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  “The truth shall set you 
free” (John 8:32).  So promises our Lord Jesus Christ, and so it 
goes: the truth of the Gospel sets sinners free in the knowledge 
of God’s eternal favor and love towards them in His Son.  This 
truth liberated one man, Martin Luther, 500 years ago, and 
through his teaching and witness, millions more have been 
freed in turn.  On this Feast of the Reformation, we celebrate 
the Holy Spirit’s work in Luther and others like him, and we 
rejoice all the more in the glory of the Gospel of Christ.  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is co-sponsored: 

∗ The family of Charles Brandenburg sponsor in memory of his birthday on       
October 31, 1910. 

∗ Mildred, Carol, Lois and Jerry sponsor in memory of Leslie Wurster                   
(B. 9-19-1919; D. 10-2-1983). 

• The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Larry and Lenore Grosinske in            
celebration of their 39th wedding anniversary on October 21. 

 
Celebrating 500 Years of the Reformation  
 Though possessing a particularly sharp mind—often combined with a comi-
cally sharp tongue—Luther was at heart a pastor. Just as the root of his theological 
breakthrough was intended to care for the afflicted conscience, so too was his minis-
try—and the ministry of the church—to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ cru-
cified, died and risen, given FOR YOU!   
 But this message was not always so clear to many who wanted to use the Lu-
theran movement to advance their own interests. Even one of Luther’s closest col-
leagues, Carlstadt, sought to manipulate the Word of God, inspiring insurrection 
amongst the peasant population. With so many voices of decent arising in the 1520s, 
Luther was deeply concerned for the spiritual well being of those parishioners of 
churches within his homeland, the Electorate of Saxony. So throughout 1527-28 he 
set out to visit its congregations and bring them into evangelical uniformity. He was 
aghast at the poor spiritual care the people were receiving. Therefore, he set to work 
at producing a little dagger the people could use to slay the devil, and receive in-
struction in the life of faith—namely, his Large and Small Catechisms, which still rank 
among his finest works.  
 He continued to work with the evangelical princes for practical reform, assur-
ing that the Gospel of Christ be preached, “for it is not only God’s ordinance but also 
God’s power.” To his dying day on February 18, 1545 Luther remained beholden to 
the Word of God and clung to His promises to the end. And so, the Lutheran Church 
remains: enriched by the teachings of the Luther and others, while founded on that 
of the Apostles, but always preaching Christ as it’s eternal cornerstone. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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Today’s liturgy follows the pattern of Martin Luther’s German 

Mass, or Deutsche Messe, arranged by the Reformer in 1526 A.D.   

 

 

 

PRELUDES 
“A Mighty Fortress” … Charles W. Ore 

“A Mighty Fortress” … Jeffrey Blersch 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  green hymnal #228 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Please kneel. 

 

 

On October 
31, 1517, Fa-
ther Martin 
Luther of 
Wittenberg 
nailed 95 
Theses, or 
statements, to 
the door of the 
Castle 
Church.  
These theses 
argued 
against the 
sale of 
‘indulgences,’ 
or letters 
from the pope 
that promised 
release from 
certain pun-
ishments af-
ter death and 
thus a more 
immediate 
access to eter-
nal life.  Lu-
ther argued 
that the Gos-
pel and its 
sacraments 
alone prom-
ised such re-
lease, and 
that it does so 
freely.  All of 
today’s mar-
ginal notes 
come from 
these 95 The-
ses. 
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THE KYRIE  “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When our 
Lord and 
Master Jesus 
Christ said, 
``Repent” (M
atthew 4:17), 
he willed the 
entire life of 
believers to be 
one of repen-
tance.  
~ Martin  
 Luther,  
 95 Theses, 

Thesis 1 
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THE GLORIA  “All Glory Be to God on High” 
Congregation: Stanzas 1, 2, 4; Choir: stanza 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
They preach 
only human 
doctrines who 
say that as 
soon as the 
money clinks 
into the 
money chest, 
the soul flies 
out of purga-
tory.  
 
It is certain 
that when 
money clinks 
in the money 
chest, greed 
and avarice 
can be in-
creased; but 
when the 
church inter-
cedes, the re-
sult is in the 
hands of God 
alone. 
~ Theses  
 27-28 
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P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your 
Holy Spirit upon your faithful people.  Keep us steadfast in 
your Word, protect and comfort us in all temptations, defend 
us against all our enemies, and bestow on the Church your sav-
ing peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
“God Is Our Refuge and Strength” … Allen Pote 

 

FIRST LESSON  Revelation 14:6-7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and 
tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, 
“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 
has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea 
and springs of water. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 46 
Choir: God is our ref′uge and strength,* 
 a very present ′help in trouble. 
 
 Therefore we will not fear, though the ′earth be moved,* 
 and though the mountains be toppled into the depths ′of 

the sea; 
 
 

 
Those who 
believe that 
they can be 
certain of 
their salva-
tion because 
they have in-
dulgence let-
ters will be 
eternally 
damned, to-
gether with 
their teachers.  
Any truly 
repentant 
Christian has 
a right to full 
remission of 
penalty and 
guilt, even 
without in-
dulgence let-
ters.  Any 
true Chris-
tian, whether 
living or 
dead, partici-
pates in all 
the blessings 
of Christ and 
the church; 
and this is 
granted him 
by God, even 
without in-
dulgence let-
ters. 
~ Theses 32, 

36, and 37 
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C: though its waters ′rage and foam,* 
 and though the mountains tremble ′at its tumult. 
 
 The LORD of ′hosts is with us;* 
 the God of Jacob ′is our stronghold. 
 
Choir: There is a river whose streams make glad the cit′y of God,* 
 the holy habitation of ′the Most High. 
 

 God is in the midst of her; | she shall not be ′overthrown;* 
 God shall help her at the ′break of day. 
 

C: The nations make much ado, and the king′doms are 
shaken;* 

 God has spoken and the earth shall ′melt away. 
 
 The LORD of ′hosts is with us;* 
 the God of Jacob ′is our stronghold. 
 
Choir: Come now and look upon the works ′of the LORD,* 
 what awesome things he has ′done on earth. 
 
 It is he who makes wars to cease in ′all the world;* 
 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns  
 the ′shields with fire. 
 

C: “Be still, then, and know that ′I am God;* 
 I will be exalted among the nations; |  
 I will be exalted ′in the earth.” 
 

 The LORD of ′hosts is with us;* 
 the God of Jacob ′is our stronghold. 
 

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christians are 
to be taught 
that he who 
gives to the 
poor or lends 
to the needy 
does a better 
deed than he 
who buys in-
dulgences.  
~ Thesis 43 
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the 
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God 
has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it—22the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are jus-
tified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what be-
comes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The true 
treasure of 
the church is 
the most holy 
gospel of the 
glory and 
grace of God. 
~ Thesis 62 
 

 



9 

 

GRADUAL HYMN  “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in 
my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34Jesus answered 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the 
son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

To say that 
even St. Peter 
if he were 
now pope, 
could not 
grant greater 
graces is blas-
phemy 
against St. 
Peter and the 
pope.  We say 
on the con-
trary that 
even the pre-
sent pope, or 
any pope 
whatsoever, 
has greater 
graces at his 
disposal, that 
is, the gospel, 
spiritual pow-
ers, gifts of 
healing, etc., 
as it is writ-
ten. (1 Corin-
thians 12) 
~ Theses 77 

and 78 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
There is no Sunday School today.  Classes resume next Sunday. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Thy Strong Word”  green hymnal #233 
 

SERMON 
What is the Lutheran Church Really?  

Part Six: “The Truth Shall Set You Free” 

 

Please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why does not 
the pope 
empty purga-
tory for the 
sake of holy 
love and the 
dire need of 
the souls that 
are there if he 
redeems an 
infinite num-
ber of souls 
for the sake of 
miserable 
money with 
which to 
build a 
church?'' The 
former reason 
would be 
most just; the 
latter is most 
trivial.  
~ Thesis 82 
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THE CREED  “We All Believe in One True God” 
          Choir:  Stanza 1; Congregation: Stanzas 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What greater 
blessing could 
come to the 
church than if 
the pope were 
to bestow 
these remis-
sions and 
blessings on 
every believer 
a hundred 
times a day? 
~ Thesis 88 
     
  

Choir: 

All: 

All: 
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Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
Meditation on “Thy Strong Word” … Benjamin M. Culli 

 

Please stand. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Away, then, 
with all those 
prophets who 
say to the 
people of 
Christ, 
``Peace, 
peace,'' and 
there is no 
peace! 
(Jeremiah 
6:14) 

Blessed be all 
those proph-
ets who say to 
the people of 
Christ, 
``Cross, 
cross,'' and 
there is no 
cross! 
~ Theses 92  
    and 93   
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to you, O Lord our God, king of 

all creation, for you have had mercy on us and given your  

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  Grant us your Spirit, gracious    

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of your Son in 

true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with 

which Christ gives to us his body and blood for our forgive-

ness.  By your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for 

the boundless love which he manifested to us when, by pour-

ing out his precious blood, he saved us from your righteous 

wrath and from sin, death, and hell.  Grant that we may receive 

his body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of his sal-

vation.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us.  To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christians 
should be ex-
horted to be 
diligent in 
following 
Christ, their 
Head, through 
penalties, 
death and 
hell.  And 
thus be confi-
dent of enter-
ing into 
heaven 
through many 
tribulations 
rather than 
through the 
false security 
of peace (Acts 
14:22). 
~ Theses 94 

and 95 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His com-

mand, and with His own words, we receive his testament: 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

SANCTUS  “Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old” 

 

Choir: 

Isaiah in a vision did of old 

The Lord of hosts enthroned on high behold; 

His splendid train was wide outspread until 

Its streaming glory did the temple fill. 

Above his throne the shining seraphim 

With sixfold wings did rev’rence unto him: 

With two each seraph hid his glorious face,  

And two about his feet did interlace, 

And with the other two he soared on high; 

And one unto another thus did cry: 

 

Congregation: 
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Choir: 

The beams and lintels at their crying shook, 

And all the house was filled with billowing smoke. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C: Amen 

 

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated. 

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 

joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

ANTHEM  (9:00 a.m. only)   

 “Have No Fear, Little Flock” 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Built on a Rock”  green hymnal #365 

 

“O Lord, We Praise You”  green hymnal #215 
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P: Let us bless the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and � give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Please turn towards the cross as it carried out of the sanctuary. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
“The Church’s One Foundation”  green hymnal #369 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Fanfare on “Thaxted” … Kevin Hildebrand 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Heal the divi-
sions of Your 
Church, O 
Lord.  Bring an 
end to all error 
and lies of the 
devil, and so 
unite Your 
people in the 
word of Your 
truth that they 
would bear 
witness to 
Your own 
unity with the 
Father and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God for-
ever.  Amen 
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Serving at Worship 
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: Zion Lutheran Kantorei 

Choir: (9:00 a.m. only) Sunday School Choir 

Trumpets: Ben Peterson 

           Chad Premeau 

Horn: Meagan Cihlar 

Trombone: Melissa Peterson 

Timpani: Mary Premeau 

Lector:  (9:00) Mark Gehrke 

 (11:00) Paul Henning 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring 

Acolytes: (9:00) Lilith Christoffersen; Ashtyn Fernstaedt;  

       Olivia Fernstaedt 

      (11:00) Sam Schubring 

Elder:  (9:00) Marlene Kroening 

  (11:00) Adam Holzschuh 

Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Gary Habeck;  

   Steve and Marlene Kroening 

    (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt 

Communion Assistants:   

     (9:00) Lois Jarosz; Rob Kittel; Joe Pinzl 

           (11:00) Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl; Cheryl Plautz 

Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg; Vicky Radunz 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Head Custodian Michael Renken 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


