
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Lord, give us 
an early 
Christmas gift 
this year.  
Give us hon-
esty about 
ourselves and 
what we have 
made of the 
world.  Give 
us the gift of 
repentance so 
that we might 
be forgiven, so 
that we might 
be saved.  
Amen.   
~ Pulpit  
 Resource,  
 December 8, 

2002 A.D. 

The First Sunday in Advent 
December 3, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  The new Church Year, beginning 
this Sunday, starts in the same way that Holy Week starts: 
with the reading of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, greeted with 
shouts and palm branches.  Here is the fundamental character 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the One who comes to you, 
ever entering into the universe that He has made through the 
flesh and blood of His people, making a home for Himself 
among those who trust in Him.   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Richard Leonard 

by his wife, Laura Leonard. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.  The flower spon-

sor sign-up chart for 2018 will be available later in December. 
 
Short, Simple, and Sweet: A Reflection on Advent and Christmas 
Because the beginning shall remind us of the end 
And the first coming of the second coming.    ~ T. S. Eliot, 1888-1965 A.D. 
 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
A Collection of Hymns for Advent I 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A prelude 
played with 

chimes alone 

sounds a dif-

ferent note 
for us this 

season, a 

stark contrast 
to the mad 

rush of noise 

and color and 
travel that 

surrounds us.  

It’s simple, 

quiet, and 
plain, the 

sounds of a 

patient heart 
that beats in 

the joyful yet 

still confi-

dence of the 
Lord’s prom-

ise to come 

soon. 
 

 

 



4 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Prepare the Royal Highway”  green hymnal #26 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 

of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 
 

 

 
The Christian 
calling, or 
vocation, is to 
be in prayer, 
in the Spirit, 
at the place 
where the 
world is in 
pain, and as 
we embrace 
that vocation, 
we discover it 
to be the way 
of following 
Christ, 
shaped ac-
cording to his 
messianic 
vocation to 
the cross, 
with arms 
outstretched, 
holding on 
simultane-
ously to the 
pain of the 
world and to 
the love of 
God. 
~ N. T. 

Wright, 
The Chal-
lenge of 
Jesus  
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CHORAL RESPONSE 
 “Welcome, Welcome, Dear Redeemer”      … Cesar Franck 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 

mountains might quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles 

brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name 

known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at 

your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we did not 

look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has 

seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5You 

meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember 

you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our 

sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all 

become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 

like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, 

like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your 

name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden 

your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniq-

uities. 8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 

you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so ter-

ribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, 

please look, we are all your people. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Advent is 
more repre-
sentative of 
the church’s 
life than any 
other season.  
In a very real 
sense, the 
Christian 
community 
lives in Ad-
vent all the 
time; it is 
“The Time 
Between” (W. 
H. Auden).  
The people of 
God live at 
the very fron-
tier of the 
ages – The 
Time Be-
tween the 
first coming 
of Christ, hid-
den in the 
stable in 
Bethlehem, 
and His sec-
ond coming 
in glory, to 
judge the liv-
ing and the 
dead . . . .  
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PSALM 80:1-7 
L: Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph ′like a flock;* 

 shine forth, you that are enthroned up′on the cherubim. 

 

C: In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, ′and Manasseh,* 

 stir up your strength and ′come to help us. 

 

L: Restore us, O ′God of hosts;* 

 show the light of your countenance, and we ′shall be saved. 

 

C: O LORD ′God of hosts,* 

 how long will you be angered despite the prayers ′of your 

people? 

 

L: You have fed them with the ′bread of tears;* 

 you have given them bowls of ′tears to drink. 

 

C: You have made us the derision ′of our neighbors,* 

 and our enemies laugh ′us to scorn. 

 

L: Restore us, O ′God of hosts;* 

 show the light of your countenance, and we ′shall be saved. 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . . In The 
Time Between, 
our lives are 
hidden with 
Christ in God; 
“when Christ, 
Who is our 
life, appears, 
then you also 
will appear 
with Him in 
glory” (Colossi
ans 3:3-4).  
Advent con-
tains within 
itself the per-
fect balance of 
the now and 
the not-yet; the 
hiddenness, 
suffering and 
pain of the 
Christian life 
in this world 
now is held in 
dynamic ten-
sion with the 
promise of fu-
ture glory 
which is yet to 
come.  In the 
Advent ten-
sion, the 
Church lives 
its life. 
~ Church of 

St. Michael 
and St. 
George, bul-
letin, 1996 
(Clayton, 
MO)  
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EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way 

you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even 

as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that 

you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the reveal-

ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guilt-

less in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom 

you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Beth-

any, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and 

said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 

as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 

sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you do-

ing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here 

immediately.’” 4And they went away and found a colt tied at a 

door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those 

standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 

colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them 

go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, 

and he sat on it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9And 

those who went before and those who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in 

the highest!” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

 
 
The Lord 
comes: into 
Bethlehem 
through the 
Holy Spirit 
and Virgin 
Mary; into 
Jerusalem on 
a donkey; into 
the grave by a 
cross; up to 
God’s right 
hand in 
power; into 
you through 
Baptism; onto 
your altar 
and lips by 
His promise; 
with you to 
the very end 
of the age; 
and at the 
very end, in 
the glory of 
the Father 
and all His 
angels to 
judge the liv-
ing and the 
dead.  Truly, 
God turns all 
of creation 
into His 
Zion, His 
heavenly 
dwelling 
place! 
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fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Savior of the Nations, Come”  green hymnal #28 

 

SERMON 

“Awesome Things That We Did Not Look For” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice the 
BLUE in 
Zion’s 
stained 
glass, glow-
ing power-
fully in 
every win-
dow.  Zion 
waits for 
Jesus, and so 
it wears 
blue, the tra-
ditional 
color of the 
Virgin 
Mary, who 
waited in 
great expec-
tancy for the 
birth of her 
Son.  We are 
an Advent 
church. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 

 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
Choral Mit Variation on “Nun Komm’der Heiden Heiland” 

 … Hugo Distler 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-

ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 

with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Eat my 
flesh,” [Jesus] 
says, “and 
drink my 
blood.”  The 
Lord supplies 
us with these 
intimate nu-
trients, he 
delivers over 
his flesh and 
pours out his 
blood, and 
nothing is 
lacking for the 
growth of his 
children.” 
~ Clement of 

Alexandria, 
The In-
structor of 
Children, 
191 A.D. 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We call this 
food Eucha-
rist, and no 
one else is 
permitted to 
partake of it, 
except one 
who believes 
our teaching 
to be true and 
who has been 
washed in the 
washing 
which is for 
the remission 
of sins and 
for regenera-
tion [i.e., has 
received bap-
tism] and is 
thereby living 
as Christ en-
joined.  For 
not as com-
mon bread 
nor common 
drink do we 
receive these . 
. . .  
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Please be seated.   

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  green hymnal #198 

 

“Come, O Precious Ransom”  green hymnal #24 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . . but since 
Jesus Christ our 
Savior was made 
incarnate by the 
word of God and 
had both flesh 
and blood for 
our salvation, so 
too, as we have 
been taught, the 
food which has 
been made into 
the Eucharist by 
the Eucharistic 
prayer set down 
by Him, and by 
the change of 
which our blood 
and flesh is nur-
tured, is both the 
flesh and the 
blood of that 
incarnated Je-
sus.” 
~ Justin Martyr, 

First Apology, 
151 A.D. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

 and forever. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Dear Lord 
God, 
awaken us 
so that when 
Thy Son 
cometh we 
may be pre-
pared to re-
ceive Him 
with joy and 
to serve 
Thee with 
clean hearts; 
through the 
same Thy 
son, Jesus 
Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

1483-1546 
A.D. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Fugue based on “Savior of the Nations, Come” 

 … Jacob B. Weber 

 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl  

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: Cyndi Reuter; Carol Rich 

Lector: (9:00) Grace Mueller 

           (11:00) Dave Gisselman 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames 

Acolyte: (9:00) Grace Stimac 

    (11:00) Mitchell Steinke 

Elder: (9:00) Craig Zastrow 

  (11:00) Donna Nuernberg 

Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;  
   Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter; Herbert Zahrt 

Communion Assistants:  

     (9:00) Ruth Hochberger; Joe Pinzl; Steve Zeinemann 

   (11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Dave Gisselman; Joe Pinzl 

Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Kay Krall 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


