
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
 
Ever be Thou 
our guide, 
 
Our Shepherd 
and our pride,  
 
our staff and 
song; 
 
Jesus, Thou 
Christ of God, 
 
By Thine endur-
ing Word, 
 
Lead us where 
Thou hast trod,  
 
make our faith 
strong. 

 
~ Clement of 

Alexandria, 
200s A.D. 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 10, 2017 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  St. John the Baptist emerges from 
yonder wilderness dressed in camel’s hair, eating locust with 
wild honey, preaching the gospel repentance in preparation 
for the Christ who is to come. What a sight! How strange this 
man must have seemed to the well established Jewish elites. 
But this strange rustic speaks a familiar truth about you: that 
amidst all that would seek to pull you away, the Lord comes. 
He comes to enfold you in his arms, whispering the consola-
tion of His mercy and forgiveness. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Bob and Marilyn Stankowski in 

thanksgiving for the birth of their grandchild, Charles Jeffrey, born to Trista 
and Zach Drengler on November 3, and in memory of Marilyn's parents, 
Ehardt and Leona Liesch, and sister-in-law, Sharon Liesch. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.  The flower spon-
sor sign-up chart for 2018 will be available later in December. 

 

A Reflection on Waiting for Christ this Advent 
 As a season of the Christian year, Advent is ancient.  It goes back at least to 
the middle of the 6th century.  Already then its observance defined not only the 
One Who was coming, but also those who were faithfully and self-consciously 
waiting.  It defined the peculiar people who looked forward to the coming of that 
One. 
 Who is coming?  Who awaits Him? 
 By the 13th century, the Church had recognized the season of Advent as the 
beginning of its year.  Advent consisted of four Sundays, the first of which was 
New Year’s Day for Christians everywhere – and so it was that Advent also de-
fined the times, endings and beginnings, the past and the present, as well as the 
future when the Blessed One would come. 
 Who is coming?  Who awaits Him?  And when will He get here? 
 For nearly 1500 years Christians have spent the days of Advent not in pas-
sive inaction, but in activities strenuous and profitable: they have prepared them-
selves by scrubbing and cleaning their lives, by examining and repairing their 
souls . . . .  
 Who is coming?  Who awaits Him? When will He get here?  Like any New 
Year’s Day He will get here at the end and at the beginning. 
 And how shall people prepare?  Jesus commands us to “Watch.  Stay awake.  
Get ready.  Prepare, prepare – and watch!” 
                              ~ Walter Wangerin, Jr., Preparing for Jesus 
 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
A Collection of Hymns for Advent II 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  green hymnal #25 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

“Make ready 
the way of the 
Lord!” Such 
preparation is 
spiritual; it 
consists in 
the deep con-
viction and 
confession 
that you are 
unfit, a sin-
ner, poor, 
damned and 
miserable 
with all the 
works you are 
able to do. 
where this 
conviction is 
wrought the 
heart will be 
open for the 
Lord’s en-
trance with 
his forgive-
ness and 
gifts. 
~Martin  
  Luther 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be 

enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

“He spoke 
tenderly to 

her.” So here, 

the heart, 

groaning and 
sighing is 

comforted by 

the Spirit, for 
the Spirit 

speaks to the 

heart as He 
wills. Do you 

want a gra-

cious God? 

He answers: 
“You have a 

gracious 

God.” Do you 
want to be 

comforted? 

He answers: 
“You are 

com-

forted.” ...Go

spel preach-
ers are com-

manded to 

say joyful 
things, more 

than the heart 

can 

grasp...So 
these groans 

are comforted 

with consola-
tions to deep 

for words. 

~ Martin 
   Luther 
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CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00 a.m.) 

“Prepare the Way of the Lord” … William Rowan 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 40:1-11 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniq-

uity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand dou-

ble for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 

way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 

places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and 

all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spo-

ken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh 

is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass 

withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Go on up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say 

to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord GOD 

comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 

with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will tend his flock 

like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

...Reason 
seeks its own 
advantage in 
this way: it is 
directed to 
what is best 
in its own 
affairs, it is 
diverted to 
what is worst 
as far as God 
is concerned. 
In political 
and military 
affairs and in 
training chil-
dren reason 
can accom-
plish some-
thing, but in 
spiritual 
things reason 
is clearly 
turned away 
and is an 
idolatrous 
thing...We 
leave nothing 
good in man, 
nothing but 
flesh and 
grass. Let the 
supporters of 
free will de-
part! The 
Spirit will 
convince the 
world of sin. 
~ Martin  
   Luther 
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PSALM 85 
Choir/ You have been gracious to your ′land, O LORD;* 
L: you have restored the good for′tune of Jacob. 
 
C: You have forgiven the iniquity ′of your people* 
 and blotted out ′all their sins. 
 
Choir/ You have withdrawn ′all your fury* 
L: and turned yourself from your wrathful ′indignation. 
 
C: Restore us then, O ′God our Savior;* 
 let your anger de′part from us. 
 
Choir/ Will you be displeased with ′us forever?* 
L: Will you prolong your anger from ′age to age? 
 
C: Will you not give us ′life again,* 
 that your people may re′joice in you? 
 
Choir/ Show us your mer′cy, O LORD,* 
L: and grant us ′your salvation. 
 
C: I will listen to what the LORD ′God is saying,* 
 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people | 
 and to those who turn their ′hearts to him. 
 
Choir/ Truly, his salvation is very near to ′those who fear him,* 
L: that his glory may dwell ′in our land. 
 
C: Mercy and truth have ′met together;* 
 righteousness and peace have ′kissed each other. 
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Choir/ Truth shall spring up ′from the earth,* 
L: and righteousness shall look ′down from heaven. 
 
C: The LORD will indeed ′grant prosperity,* 
 and our land will ′yield its increase. 
 
Choir/ Righteousness shall ′go before him,* 
L: and peace shall be a pathway ′for his feet. 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  2 Peter 3:8-14 
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 

day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The 

Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but 

is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 

all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and 

the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 

and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since all these 

things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be 

in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 

on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 

burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heav-

ens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, be-

loved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 

him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

...Holy Scrip-
ture also tes-
tifies  that 
God, who has 
called us, is 
so faithful 
that when he 
has “begun a 
good work in 
us,” he will 
also continue 
it to the end 
and complete 
it, if we do 
not turn 
away from 
him, but 
“remain 
steadfast to 
the end in 
that which he 
has begun.” 
For this pur-
pose he has 
promised his 
grace. 
~ Formula of 

Concord, 
Solid Dec-
laration, 
Article XI, 
32. 1577 
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Please stand. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it 

is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger be-

fore your face, who will prepare your way, 3the voice of one crying 

in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and pro-

claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 

all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a 

leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And 

he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, 

the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and un-

tie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Mountain 
Man don’t 
fear the 
reaper. 
 
A Mountain 
Man, is close 
to God. 
 
Never once, 
he thought 
about chang-
ing… 
 
Just because 
ya think he’s 
odd. 
 
~ Cadillac 

Sky 
 “Mountain         

Man”  
 lyrics 
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“If anyone 
keeps my 
Word, he will 
never see 
death (Jn 
8:51).” Set 
this statement 
against every 
human en-
deavor...This 
Word will 
remain, but 
your under-
taking will 
fail. Therefore 
remember 
and believe 
that the 
strength of 
this Word 
conquers all 
things.” 
~ Martin 
   Luther 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”  green hymnal #36 

 

SERMON 

“A Weird Way” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
Variations on “Puer Nobis” (“On Jordan’s Banks”) 

 … Michael Burkhardt 

 

Please stand. 
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OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-

ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 

with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a great 
mistake to 
believe that 
the Lord’s 
Supper is 
profaned by 
being cele-
brated often. 
~ Bo Giertz 
 “Christ’s 

Church” 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For not as 
common 
bread nor 
common 
drink do we 
receive this 
meal; but 
since Jesus 
Christ our 
Savior was 
made flesh by 
the word of 
God and had 
both flesh and 
blood for our 
salvation, so 
too, as we 
have been 
taught, the 
food which 
has been 
made into the 
Communion 
by the prayer 
set down by 
Him is both 
the flesh and 
the blood of 
that incar-
nated Jesus. 
~ Justin Mar-

tyr, First 
Apology, 
151 A.D. 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated.   
 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luther wanted 
his Bible stories 
painted on the 
church walls…
He celebrated 
Holy Commun-
ion every Sun-
day, and when 
he spilled the 
wine from the 
chalice, he 
licked it up 
with his tongue 
because it was 
for him, as it is 
for us, the very 
blood of Christ. 
~ Pr. David 

Scaer, Refor-
mation Ser-
mon, 1992 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  green hymnal #29 
 

“The Advent of Our God”  green hymnal #22 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” … Jeffrey Blersch and Paul Manz 

 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Lamb of God 
You once came  
to rid the 
world of sin; 
cleanse me 
now from 
every stain of 
sin. Lord, you 
cam to save 
what was lost; 
come once 
again with 
your salvific 
power so that 
those you re-
deemed will 
not be pun-
ished. I have 
come to know 
you in faith; 
may I have un-
ending joy 
when you 
come again in 
glory. 
~ New  
 St. Joseph’s 

Peoples 
Prayer Book 
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To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


