A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
O OnlyBegotten Son
and Word of
God, who, although immortal, for our salvation did yet
consent to be
incarnated
from the holy
mother of God,
the ever-virgin
Mary, who
without change
was made man
and was crucified, Christ,
our God, who
by death did
trample death,
who, being one
of the Holy
Trinity, is glorified with the
Father and the
Holy Spirit,
save us!
~ Justinian,
482-565 A.D.

The Third Sunday in Advent
December 17, 2017 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. John the Baptist prepared the
way of the Lamb of God, who would take away the sins of the
world. To learn to see in Jesus Christ total mercy and total forgiveness, and thus to trust him for these very things, is the entire goal of the Christian life. For why else would He come as
an infant, or as One who would suffer and die, if not to teach
us to see in Him a gentle Lamb who, having suffered the accusations of others, would never accuse you?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Donnie and Lynn Budnik in honor
of Lynn’s mom, Phyllis, for the blessing she is in their lives. Donnie and Lynn
also honor the memory of their dads, Donald and Ralph, and Donnie’s mom,
Elizabeth, whom they will love always.
 Sunday’s bulletins are sponsored in memory of Anthony Lach, who died December 16, 1984, from his children.
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
 The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2018 will be available in late December.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and
embrace the action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging
them to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with
you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
 If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a
hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
A Collection of Hymns for Advent III

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

When God
looks at
you, and for
that matter
all men, He
does not see
the rebellious
Adam of
Genesis 3
standing before Him.
That rebellious Adam
has been
swallowed up
by the
second Adam,
Jesus Christ.
For God, only
the second
Adam, Jesus
Christ, the
Son of Mary,
has reality.
Just as the
treachery of
the first
Adam became
yours, even
more so is the
obedience of
the Son of
Mary yours .
...
[continued
next page]

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Whatever
Christ did for
our salvation,
we did it with
Him because
God included
us in Him.
Although for
God the first
Adam has no
reality any
longer, on
earth nasty
old Adam is
alive and at
work in the
sons of disobedience. He
loves to see
Christians in
despair by
telling them
that God still
sees them in
the first
Adam of
Genesis 3. If
we throw the
old Adam out
the front
door, we find
him creeping
through the
back door. As
Luther says,
he must be
drowned by
baptism
every day,
but by the
next morning
he is back
again . . . .

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Hark! The Glad Sound” green hymnal #35

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our
prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“Long Ago, Prophets Knew”

… arr. Carol Lynn Mizell
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. . . He likes
to gossip
about our
sins with us
so that we
lose the hope
of salvation.
Or he likes to
tell us, like
he told the
first Adam,
that we can
match the
holiness of
God, and thus
turns us into
little hypocrites. Throw
the old rascal
out. Tell him
that so far as
God is concerned, the
first Adam is
dead and that
you belong to
the Son of
Mary, the
second Adam,
Jesus Christ.
In this Son of
Mary, who is
your brother
and who
stands at the
right hand of
God, you are
already holy,
spotless, and
blameless.
~ Pr. David
Scaer,
1900s A.D.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1The

The poor have
a treasure to
offer precisely
because they
cannot return
our favors. By
not paying us
for what we
have done for
them, they
call us to inner freedom,
selflessness,
generosity,
and true care.
Jesus says,
“When you
have a party,
invite the
poor, the crippled, the
lame, the
blind; then
you will be
blessed, for
they have no
means to repay you and
so you will be
repaid when
the upright
Rise
again” (Luke
14:13-14) . . .
.

Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year
of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD
love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them
their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with
them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their
descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its
sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 126
L:

When the LORD restored the for'tunes of Zion,*
then were we like 'those who dream.

C:

Then was our mouth 'filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with 'shouts of joy.
6

L:

Then they said a'mong the nations, *
“The LORD has done great 'things for them.”

C:

The LORD has done great 'things for us, *
and we are 'glad indeed.

L:

Restore our for'tunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses 'of the Negev.

C:

Those who 'sowed with tears *
will reap with 'songs of joy.

L:

Those who go out weeping, carry'ing the seed, *
will come again with joy, shoulder'ing their sheaves.

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do
not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil.
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he
will surely do it.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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. . . . The repayment Jesus
speaks about is
spiritual. It is
the joy, peace,
and love of
God that we so
much desire.
This is what
the poor give
us, not only in
the afterlife
but already
here and now.
~ Henri
Nouwen,
The Tresure
of the Poor

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

One way of
saying what
happened
with Jesus is
that
Jesus so attached himself to you
that if God
the Father
wants his
Son, Jesus, he
is stuck with
you too.
~ Robert
Jenson,
Conversations with
Poppi
about God

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about
the light. 19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the
Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”
22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been
sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among
you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me,
the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

SERMON
“No Accusation!”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
P:

In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.
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No person
has ever gotten closer to
Jesus than
that child
who was held
in His arms.
In baptism,
Jesus has
taken every
one of us into
His arms,
and by baptizing children we are
placing them
in Jesus’
arms. On
that account,
there is no
holier or more
blessed work
on earth than
bringing children to Jesus
through baptism. The
church’s best
missionaries
are pious and
holy parents
who bring
their children
to Jesus
through baptism.
~ Pr. David
P. Scaer, In
Christ

As the holy apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves
you,” and “As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Living with him and with his people, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
How are you named?
Sponsors: Alyza Daniel.
P:

Alyza Daniel, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your
 head and upon your  heart to mark you as one redeemed
by Christ the crucified.
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring her to the services
of God’s house, and teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and
the Ten Commandments. As she grows in years, you should
place in her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for her instruction in the Christian faith that, living in the promise of
Holy Baptism and in communion with the Church, she may
lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. Is it your intention to serve Alyza Daniel as sponsors of this Christian faith?

Sponsors: Yes, with the help of God.
P:

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving
work and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

Alyza Daniel is taken to the font.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and
sustain us and all living things.
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By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving
and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.
You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,
out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and
resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage
to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He hallowed water, making it a sign of
the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his
command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that she who is here baptized
may be given new life. Wash away her sin, and bring her forth
an inheritor of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please stand.
P: Alyza Daniel, do you renounce the devil?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce him.
P: Do you renounce all his works?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce all his ways?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
11

If we want to
be Christians
we must get
used to the
fact that the
devil pursues
us everywhere so we
have grief and
he especially
grabs us
when and
where we
are weakest.
[...] So it is
important
that you are
well built
upon God’s
Word. For
Christ has
promised that
he will
surely listen
to us. So you
pray.
~ Martin
Luther,
1500s A.D.

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
P:

Alyza Daniel, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Alyza Daniel is carried to the altar steps. Please be seated.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you
P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the
power of sin and raising them up to a new life through this
holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Alyza Daniel: the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
Spirit of joy in your presence.
C: Amen
P:

Alyza Daniel, child of God, you have been sealed with the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
P:

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father
and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you
have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness and strengthen them in your Holy Spirit, that they
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may share eternally with their children the salvation you have
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member
of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may
proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same
heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of
God.
P:

Peace be with you.

Alyza Daniel is carried to her place in the congregation.
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Savior of the Nations, Come”
Almsgiving
[charity to the
church and
the poor] is
the mother
of love, of that
love
which is characteristic
of Christianity, which is
greater than
all miracles,
by which the
disciples of
Christ are
manifested.
~ John
Chrysostom,
349-407
A.D.

… John A. Behnke

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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It is a great mistake to believe
that the Lord’s
Supper is profaned by being
celebrated often.
~ Swedish Lutheran bishop,
Bo Giertz,
Christ’s
Church

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
17

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” green hymnal #30
“Once He Came in Blessing” green hymnal #312
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (“The Magnificat”)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
A Prayer
as You Go
Amen!
Come, Lord
Jesus!

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Hark, the Glad Sound”

… Paul Bouman

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Handchime Choir
Lector: Jan Gaugush
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolyte: Anna Gjerde
Elder: Scott Schubring
Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Communion Assistants: Bill Metter; Grace Mueller; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Marge Gausewitz
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