
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
Lord, fill our 
hearts with 
your love, and 
as you re-
vealed to us 
by an angel 
the coming of 
your Son as 
man, so lead 
us through 
His suffering 
and death to 
the glory of 
His resurrec-
tion, for He 
lives and 
reigns with 
you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for 
ever and ever.  
Amen The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 24, 2017 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  When angels speak it gets peo-
ple’s attention. The angel Gabriel certainly captivated Mary 
with news of what the Lord had in store for her! At first she 
would be troubled, and then she would question, but eventu-
ally she would submit completely to this Word of God. The 
Word of God in all its wisdom and glory will accomplish its 
purpose. This Word which creates life from nothing, will see 
the redemption of our lowly mortal flesh and all of creation. 
This Word is Christ, and He comes. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is a memorial to Pearl Tranetzki, who would have 

been 98 years old on December 23rd, by her sister, Polly Freeman, Pearl’s 
nieces Linda Stellmach and Faye Setter, Pearl’s son, Michael, and many other 
friends and relatives. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.  The Flower Spon-
sor and Radio Broadcast sign-up charts for 2018 will be available soon. 

 

A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
This house is your children’s home, too.  Relax and enjoy your time here: 

 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the 
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and 
embrace the action at the altar. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging 
them to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with 
you!  I believe!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by following your lead. 

 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

 If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a 
hand. 

 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
A Collection of Hymns for Advent IV 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Every genu-

ine confession 
humbles the 

soul. When it 

takes the form 
of thanksgiv-

ing, it teaches 

the soul that 

it has been 
delivered by 

the grace of 

God. 
~ Maximus 

the Confes-

sor,  
 642 A.D. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Fling Wide the Door”  green hymnal #32 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

We simply 
have to wait 
and wait.  
The celebra-
tion of Ad-
vent is possi-
ble only to 
those troubled 
in soul, who 
know them-
selves to be 
poor and im-
perfect, and 
who look for-
ward to some-
thing greater 
to come. 
~Dietrich  
  Bonheoffer, 
  1943 A.D 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help 

us by your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 

quickly lifted by your grace and mercy; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

It seems to me 
that nothing 
can distract 
one from God 
when one acts 
only for him, 
always in his 
holy presence, 
under that 
divine glance 
that pene-
trates to the 
depths of the 
soul. Even in 
the midst of 
the world it is 
possible to 
listen to God 
in the silence 
of a heart that 
wants to be 
his alone. 
~ Elizabeth of 

the Trinity 
 19th Cen-

tury A.D. 
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CHORAL RESPONSE 

“Come, Lord Jesus” … Steven K. Gjerde 
 

Stanzas 1, 2, 4: Vocalists   

Stanzas 3 & 5:  Congregation 
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OLD TESTAMENT  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan 

the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of 

God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 

that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 4But that same night 

the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant 

David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell 

in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the peo-

ple of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 

in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with 

all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of 

Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 

“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, 

thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of 

hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 

you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with 

you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from be-

fore you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of 

the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my peo-

ple Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own 

place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them 

no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over 

my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 

house. 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for-

ever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 89:1-5 
L: Your love, O LORD, forever ′will I sing;* 

 from age to age my mouth will pro′claim your faithfulness. 

 

C: For I am persuaded that your love is estab′lished forever;* 

 you have set your faithfulness firmly ′in the heavens. 

 

L: “I have made a covenant with my ′chosen one;* 

 I have sworn an oath to Da′vid my servant: 

 

C: ‘I will establish your ′line forever,* 

 and preserve your throne for all ′generations.’ ” 

 

L: The heavens bear witness to your won′ders, O LORD,* 

 and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the ′holy ones. 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been dis-

closed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 

to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to 

bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name 

was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 

one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the 

saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 

God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I 

am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 

God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alleluia! 
Light burst 
from your 
untouched 
womb like a 
flower on the 
farther side of 
death. The 
world-tree is 
blossoming. 
Two realms 
become one. 
~ Hildegard 

of Bingen 
 1100s A.D. 
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called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me ac-

cording to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

We are just as 
holy as Mary 
and the other 
saints, no 
matter how 
great they 
are, when we 
only believe 
in Christ . . . . 
Her being 
given great 
grace is done 
so that we 
should vener-
ate her, but 
out of God’s 
mercy for her. 
For we could 
not all be 
God’s mother, 
but apart 
from that she 
is just like us 
and must also 
come to grace 
through the 
blood of 
Christ. 
~ Martin  
   Luther 
   1522 A.D. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
There are no Sunday School classes today. 

Sunday School resumes on January 7. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  green hymnal #34 

 

SERMON 

“Not Quite Yet” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“O Come, O Come, Immanuel” … Natalie Sleeth 
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Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-

ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 

with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

How did His 
mother Mary 
become preg-
nant?  Al-
though it is a 
great miracle 
when a 
woman is 
made preg-
nant by a 
man, yet God 
reserved for 
Him the 
privilege of 
being born of 
the Virgin.  
Now how 
does the 
Mother come 
to this? . . . . 
The angel 
Gabriel 
brings the 
word:  Be-
hold, you will 
conceive in 
your womb 
and bear a 
son, etc.”  
(Luke 1:31).  
With these 
words Christ 
comes not 
only into her 
heart, but 
also into her 
womb, as she 
hears, grasps, 
and believes 
it . . .  
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . The power 
comes 
through the 
Word.  As one 
cannot deny 
the fact that 
she thus be-
comes preg-
nant through 
the Word, and 
no one knows 
how it comes 
about, so it is 
in the sacra-
ment also.  
For as soon as 
Christ says: 
“This is My 
body,” His 
body is pre-
sent through 
the Word and 
the power of 
the Holy 
Spirit.  If the 
Word is not 
there, it is 
mere bread; 
but as soon as 
the words are 
added they 
bring with 
them that of 
which they 
speak. 
~ Martin  
 Luther, 

Against the 
Fanatics, 
1526 A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated.   
 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”  blue hymnal #630 
 

“The King Shall Come”  green hymnal #33 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 
When God re-
vealed himself , 
he united him-
self with our 
human nature in 
order to defy 
humanity 
through this 
close relation 
with deity. Since 
this is so, 
through his 
flesh, consti-
tuted by bread 
and wine, he 
implants himself 
in all believers. 
~ Gregory of 

Nyssa,  
 Catechetical 

Oration 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Alone with 
none but 
thee, my 
God, I jour-
ney on my 
way. What 
need I fear, 
when thou 
art near O 
King of 
night and 
day? More 
safe am I 
within thy 
hand than if 
a host did 
round me 
stand. 
~ Columba 

521-596 
A.D. 
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POSTLUDE 
“The King Shall Come” … Charles W. Ore 

 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Ted Gulhaugen 

Assisting: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: Rick Hovda; Jim Speckhard 

Lector: Mark Gehrke 

Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring 

Acolyte: Asa Rich 

Elder: Marlene Kroening 

Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Gary Habeck; 

   Steve and Marlene Kroening; Ken Rodemeier 

Communion Assistants: Rob Kittel; Joe Pinzl; Vicky Radunz 

Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Bonnie Waack 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


