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~ Worship ~ 

Advent and Christmas 
 

Wednesdays in Advent:   
Matins at 10 a.m.  
Vespers at 6:30 p.m. 

Theme:  “The Anointed One” 
 

Christmas Eve: 

Sunday, December 24 

5 p.m.: Festival of Lessons and Carols 
8 p.m.: Holy Communion (WSAU 550 AM) 

 

Christmas Day:   

Monday, December 25 

10 a.m.: Holy Communion (WSAU 550 AM) 

 

New Year’s Eve:   
Sunday, December 31 

6:30 p.m.: Holy Communion 
 

Please Note: 
 

December 24 is a Sunday this year.   

 
Sunday evening is Christmas Eve.   
Services will be at held at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
 
Sunday morning is the Fourth Sunday in Ad-
vent.  One service will be held at 9 a.m.  
 
Christmas Day, on Monday, will have ser-
vice at 10 a.m. 
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Pastoral Letter 
 

Dear Zion, 
 
Think on the color “blue” for a moment. 
 
Many people associate blue with sadness.  You will even see “blue Christmas services” 
held for people who find the holidays depressing.  To be sure, the loss of loved ones can 
touch us most deeply when families gather to celebrate.  December is a good time for all 
of us to seek those who feel blue, to cheer and console them.   
 
But then we also remember St. Paul’s tender prayer that Christians not “mourn as others 
do, who have no hope” (1 Thess. 4:13).  Our hope is Christ Jesus, our risen friend, the 
Resurrection and the Life.  In Him, our Decembers are blue for a different reason. 
 
Blue has a history in God’s life.  A bright blue, semi-precious stone (lapis lazuli) ap-
peared under His feet when He appeared to the elders of Israel (Exodus 24:10).  God 
also commanded Israel to drape its priests and worship space with blue wool (Exodus 
26:31, 28:6).  In each case, blue accompanied the presence of God as He dwelt and 
worked among His people to make them holy. 
 
Blue would later cover His Son’s body as bruises and welts spread over His skin, beaten 
by mocking soldiers (Mark 15:19), and it would cover Him again as He ascended into 
the blue skies, returning to His Father’s right hand (Acts 1:9-10).  As in Israel, so also in 
Christ, the color blue attended the Lord as He worked to save His creation. 
 
For good reason, then, has blue become the color of the Virgin Mary and of Advent.  
Through Mary, God came to dwell among us and work on our behalf, and during Ad-
vent, we prepare to welcome this same Lord when He comes again.  The Big Event at 
Bethlehem was a rehearsal for that brilliant, Last Day, the Day in which God will tear 
the blue skies open, and every tear will be wiped away (Revelation 21:4). 
 
I have no better gift to give you this season but the story of God’s blue.  It’s not sad; it’s 
joyful, though tears uncovered its path.  It’s the blue that enfolds you even today, closer 
than the blue nights of winter, warm with God’s eternal mercy.  
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 
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In the Liturgy  
 

Scripture Readings in Worship this December 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during December.  
Read them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, December 3:   Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 11:1-10 
Sunday, December 10: Isaiah 40:1-11, 2 Peter 3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8 
Sunday, December 17:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Sunday, December 24:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38 

Isn’t a lot of Christmas worship pa-

gan?  Well, that depends: are you 
decorating a Christmas tree in the 
hopes of convincing the fertility gods 
Og and Ustafrid to bring spring back 
to earth?  Or are you decorating it to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus?  See, the 
highest worship of God is faith.  With 
faith, all things are free.  So if our 
faith in Christ’s gift of eternal life 
prompts us to deck the halls with ev-
ergreen bows, then it doesn’t really 
matter if pagans did the same thing 

for different reasons.   

   Perhaps a better question would be: 
isn’t a lot of Christmas shopping pa-
gan?  Just ask yourself: what faith is 
at work when we go shopping for 
Christmas?  Are we hoping (trusting, 
believing, faithing!) that we will 
spend ourselves into bliss?  Now, 
that’s as pagan as it comes.  So even 
with gift-giving and shopping (which 
by themselves are good things!)  put 
your Christian faith to work, and see 

what joy it brings! 

The Season of Advent 
Experiencing the Liturgy 

 

Advent: from the Latin advenire, to 
come to, arrive.  We celebrate 
Christ’s arrival in history, first at 
Bethlehem, now by Word and Sacra-
ment, and at the end of time with all 
His saints. 
 
Color: blue or blue-violet, the color 
of Israel’s tabernacle, the Virgin 
Mary’s traditional clothing, and the 
Lord’s bruised flesh. 
 
Time: Four Sundays and their fol-
lowing days until Christmas, starting 
on the Sunday closest to the feast of 
St. Andrew, Nov. 30.  (He’s the first 
disciple, so he gets to start the new 
Church Year!). 
 
Purpose:  to take joy in the Lord’s 
promise that He will come and to let 
that joy shape our lives anew.  Christ-
mas, in turn, is a season to take joy in 
His arrival, first by birth, and now by 
His Word and Sacraments. 
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From the Vicar 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, Grace to you and peace always, from God our Father and 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

It is indeed the most wonderful time of the year. As we transition from the time of the 
Church enriched by grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we now move into a sea-
son that enlivens all hearts to join together in joyful anticipation of the coming savior. In 
Advent we stand together as the Church, awaiting the return of the bridegroom in glory. 
In unison we pray the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer with much more fervor, trusting 
in our eternal hope, that in Christ Jesus, God’s kingdom would come to us; that this 
heavenly kingdom which has broken into our world in the birth of a lowly child so long 

ago, might also break into our hearts and invigorate them with the promises of God. 

The rest of the world might view this as just a bit dramatic. The “Holiday Season,” is 
supposed to be full of wonder and excitement, wrapped up in only good feelings. Why 
should we talk about the presence of evil at such a time? Shouldn’t we instead just think 
about candy canes, and gumdrops? And instead of talking about the promise of a mes-
siah who is to save us from the curse of sin and death, shouldn’t we just take up the new 

marketing cry and simply express our love and believe?  

What makes the Advent season so special for Christians is the fact that we have some-
thing specific to believe in. Instead of placing our hope in some ferry dust, that if sprin-
kled over you miraculously makes you into a saint, we trust only in the Lord and his 
righteousness. He is the rock of our salvation, and by his Holy Word and in His body 
and blood, he is a very real presence in times of trouble. Jesus Christ—the eternal Word 
and wisdom of God made flesh—broke into our word in all the weakness and innocence 
of a child. But this child would loose the stranglehold of the devil with God’s forgive-
ness and mercy. It is this true faith for which he dies, that you might have the full assur-

ance of his salvation.  

This Advent as we sing “O Come, O Come, Immanuel,” may we also pray with hearts 
of faith for the coming of God’s kingdom in Jesus Christ: a kingdom which is already 
but not yet. For we all know full well the evil and sin which lurks in the shadows, 
crouching behind our doors. Yet, in faith we pray with longing hearts for assurance of 
things hoped for in the coming of Jesus Christ: the one who is, who was, and is to come. 
We stand in resolute defiance to all the wickedness that would turn us away, and rejoice 
in this Advent all the same. For a savior is born to us, and through him the victory is 

won! Let us join the choirs of angels, and all the saints, rejoicing at God with us. 

Fides Ex Auditu, 

Vicar Joe 
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Childhood and Youth Education 
 
Confirmation Class meets each Wednesday in December EXCEPT for December 27.  
December 20th will include a time of treats and fun.  But not too much fun. Just an ac-
ceptable, godly amount of fun.  But fun. It will be fun.  Promise. :-)  
 

Looking Ahead with the Sunday School 

The Sunday School Christmas Pageant will be on Saturday, December 16, at 5:15 PM.  
There will be three (3) rehearsals: Sunday, December 3, during the Sunday School hour; 
Saturday, December 9, from 1:30 to 3:00 PM; and Saturday, December 16, from 10:00 
to 11:30 AM.  Note:  there will be Sunday School on December 18th.  No Sunday 
School classes December 24 or 31.  We resume on January 7. 

 

 

Weekly Bible Studies   
 

Sundays, 10:15 AM:  Romans 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the longest epistle in the Bible, is considered one of the 
clearest proclamations of salvation by faith in Christ alone.  This book inspired Luther 
and the Lutheran Reformation, and it continues to create and sustain our faith today.   
 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  First Clement 

In Philippians 4:3, the apostle Paul mentions a man named Clement.  Shortly after 
Paul’s death, and even before the apostle John died, this man either wrote or helped 
write the letter that bears his name, “First Clement,” sent to the Corinthians from the 
Christians in Rome.  We will study this insightful letter from Christianity’s earliest 
days.  

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 6:30 AM: The Gospel according to Matthew   

Most of our gospel readings this year will come from the gospel according to Matthew.  
The tax collector called by Christ, Matthew writes a gospel that some have called a 
“catechism of the Christian life.”  He tells us the story of Jesus in a way that teaches 
how the followers of Jesus live by Jesus’ life alone.  Come and let Matthew renew your 
own living of the Life.   
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“Notes” From the Kantor  

“What does it mean to receive an award?”  In early November I attended the 43rd An-
nual Awards Banquet of the Concordia Historical Institute.   After receiving notifica-
tion that I was to receive an Award of Commendation, I had no idea what to expect.  
Upon arrival at Koburg Hall at Concordia Seminary Saint Louis, I was welcomed by 
members of the awards committee, the board of governors and the staff of CHI.  Further 

conversation revealed many direct connections to Zion!   

The banquet was framed by the singing of two hymns: Feed Your Children, God, Most 

Holy  and Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word, reminding us that we are still about 
the work of the church.  After dinner and introductions, the awards were presented.  The 
commendation I received read as follows: “To Irene Beethe for Charles W. Ore: An 

American Original. This book marvelously blends objectivity and originality in a 

Christ-centered manner that touches the heart, mind, and soul through the impact 

of the outstanding musical career of Charles W. Ore.  The book promises to be a 

resourceful and timeless treatise on the past, present, and future necessity for 

Spirit-blessed good music in the widespread advance of the Church.” 

What a humbling experience to receive such an award in the company of so many influ-
ential people!  I give thanks to the people of Zion for their support in the publishing of 
this book.  While my name is on the award, in my heart I share it with each of you, who 
through your continual encouragement in the daily tasks of ministry, provide the free-

dom to serve the Lord with gladness!  Thanks be to God! 

Kantor Beethe 
 

80+ Birthdays in December 

December 2 Lydia Wachsmuth, 4060 Carl St., Wausau 54403 
December 3 Rosemary Brasch, 911 Brown St., Wausau 54403 
December 19 Delores Kersten, Rennes Rehab Rm 205, 4810 Barbican Ave.,  
 Schofield 54476 
December 21 Edward Fenhaus, 6808 Co. Rd. Z, Wausau 54403 
December 21 LeRoy Mischock, 1104 N 40th St., Wausau 54403 
December 30 Betty Machel, Riverview Terrace, 540 E Thomas St., #201, 
 Wausau 54403 
December 31 Ruth Schmieden, 1623 Burek Ave., Wausau 54401 
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“The Way of Christ”:  

New Member/Seeker/Refresher Class 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Christian, refreshing their prac-
tice of the faith, joining the Lutheran Church, or just learning more about the way of 
Christ, mark your calendars for “The Way of Christ” class in January.   This course will 
cover the basics of the Christian faith, explore Scripture, and survey Christian history.  
If interested, please contact the church office.   
 

Woman of Zion 
The Woman of Zion will have their Christmas Gathering on Monday, December 4th, 
11:00 a.m. in the church hall.  Kantor Beethe will be leading us in favorite Christmas 
Carols along with a potluck and chicken dinner.  Everyone is welcome!  The cost is $5. 
 

Altar Guild Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the church hall, with the pastors and staff as 
guests.  The program will feature Christmas games and music.  Hostesses are Pam 
Hoppe, Donna Nuernberg, and Anna Mae Zeinemann.  If you plan to attend, please 
RSVP to the church office, 715-848-7286.   
 

Kids Kount Program 

Greater Wausau Christian Services sponsors the Kids Kount Program, now in its 19th 
year providing gifts to children who have a parent in the Marathon County Jail over the 
Christmas season.  89Q in previous years has sponsored a toy drive which we have a 
substantial amount to distribute to children.  Our current needs for this program are:  gift 
cards for teenagers, donating toward the purchase of Bibles that are used in Bible studies 
at the jail and giving to the Marathon County Juvenile Center.  We will continue to also 
collect toys and gifts for the Kids Kount Program.  If you wish to donate toward any of 
the above mentioned items, please send your check to Greater Wausau Christian Ser-
vices at 319 4th St., Wausau, WI 54403.  Please indicate where your donation should 
go.  If you have any questions, please call 715-842-5635.  Thank you for your support of 
these worthwhile programs. 
 

St. Agnes Sweet Shoppe 

Join us on Saturday, December 9th 11 am to 2 pm in Abts Hall, 6101 Zinser St., Wes-
ton.  Fancy cookies and candy will be available by the pound.  A luncheon will be 
served featuring homemade chicken soup, sandwiches and pie.  A raffle will be held - 
top prize is $500 cash along with other great prizes. 

News and Events 
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Mission and Outreach 

Monthly Mission Emphasis: 

• Greater Wausau Christian Services — $3,750 

Since 1981, GWCS (Greater Wausau Christian Services) has provided a pastoral presence 
and various programs of support to residents of our community’s institutions.  There are 13 

churches who are members and who support GWCS. 

Specifically, the efforts of GWCS has centered on local nursing homes, assisted living fa-
cilities, and the county jail.  In addition to the jail support and nursing homes, GWCS re-

cently has put a greater emphasis on juvenile facilities and refurbishing the jail library. 

The GWCS worship program has local pastors who are scheduled to lead worship services 
for the nursing homes on a weekly basis.  Pastors Gjerde and Gulhaugen take their turn in 
the rotation.  Residents have come to appreciate the variety of pastoral leadership types, as 
each week a different pastor shows up.  In addition, church services are held each Sunday 
evening at the county jail.  Twelve different pastors lead these services on a rotation basis.  
The service consists of singing, bible reading, a message and prayer, concluding by saying 

together “The Lord’s Prayer.” 

Zion has been a part of GWCS since its inception.  Your special gift of support is greatly 

appreciated.  Our mission goal for GWCS for the month of December is $3,750. 

ZION  CHRISTMAS  DECORATING  FUND  2017 
Contributions are being requested for beautifying Zion for the Advent/Christmas season and to 
pay for special advertising used this time of year.  Please fill out and return this form to the 
church office via the offering plate or mail, along with your contribution (cash or check) by Mon-
day, December 18th.  A special bulletin insert will be included in the Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day bulletins, listing all those who contributed towards this fund.  Thank you. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Amount given  $___________  Your envelope #  __________ 

Please check one of the following: 
 

_____Thank Offering             ______In Loving Memory of: _________________ 

_____Beauty of God’s House        __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given By: ______________________________________________________________   
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Zion  Lutheran  Church 

27th  Annual 

Homemade  Cookie  Sale 

 Date:  December 2, 2017 
 Day:  Saturday 
 Time:  9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 Where:  Zion Lutheran Church Hall 
               709 6th Street 
               (corner of 6th and Franklin) 

        Wausau, Wisconsin 
715-848-7286 

 Cookies:  Choose your own cookies; 

                  OR  prepackaged cookies are available 

 Cost:  $9.00 per pound 

 

 

• In memory of Shirley Riedl, a gift was given to the Chapel Art Fund from Building 

Maintenance of Wisconsin. 

• In memory of Danny Dee Kasten, a gift was given to Undesignated Special Funds 

from Wayne and Peggy Lawonn. 

• In thanksgiving of 63 years of marriage, a gift was given to the Help Fund for the 

Beauty of God’s House from Ray and Shirley Kurth. 

Memorials & Other Gifts Received 
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News and Events 

Check Out What’s New in the Zion Church Library 

“Hero of the Empire” by Candice Millard - a thrilling narrative of Winston Churchhill’s 
extraordinary and little-known exploits during the Boer War and “His Final Battle,” the 
last months of Franklin Roosevelt by Joseph Lelyveld - the author traces the last, chal-
lenging months of FDR’s life with a pitch-perfect blend of meticulous reporting, careful 
analysis, and deep humanity.  Be sure to check these books out! 
 
Pre-ordered Christmas Wreath pickup is Saturday, December 2nd, 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
in the school gym.  Your wreaths can be paid for at the time of pickup.  Thank you to 
everyone for your support! 
 

A Big Thank You 

Thanks to all who made Strassenfest/Abendessen a huge success.  Profit from this year’s 
Strassenfest was $8,919.07.  Funds were disbursed for the following projects:  local mis-
sions, Zion archive fund, church office equipment fund, new computer purchased for the 
church office, computer network support, new wagon to pull behind lawn equipment to 
distribute ice-melt on the sidewalks and walk ways, new railing by the back door of the 
school building, and an amount was designated for a new storage building pending 

Church Council approval.  A HUGE EFFORT BY ALL!  THANK YOU TO 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR GIFT CARDS FOR THE SWISS STEAK 

LUNCHEON.   

 
A Winter Tea will be held at Zion in the church hall on Sunday, February 11th from 
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. with beverages, hors d’oeuvres, sweet treats and live musical en-
tertainment.  Advance tickets will be on sale at the church office in January.  Plan to at-
tend!  The Winter Tea replaces the annual Christmas Tea, which would have been held 
in December. 
 
Bread/Pie Baking in October 
64 loaves of bread and 51 pies were baked resulting in a profit of $417 after expenses.  
Missions received $64 and the church roof $353.  Thanks to helpers Jeff and Steve.  NO 
BREAD BAKING IN NOVEMBER!  Come to our annual Christmas Cookie Sale on 
Saturday, December 2nd, 9:00 am until noon.  Watch bulletins in December to see when 
Phyllis will bake next.  Thanks to everyone for shopping at Zion! 
 
 



 

1
2

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
709 SIXTH STREET 
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

• Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
• Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
• Wednesdays  10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 


