A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
O God, having
made me a
member of
Your Son’s
body through
the new birth
of water and
the Holy
Spirit, so also
nourish me
with the gifts
of His altar
and the word
of His truth;
through Jesus
Christ, Your
Son, who lives
and reigns
with You and
the Holy
Spirit, one
God forever.
Amen

The Baptism of Our Lord
January 7, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. The new life of Jesus, born and
revealed at Bethlehem, is also the new life of all who believe in
Him. For Jesus does not keep to Himself, but shares Himself
with sinners through the gift of Holy Baptism. There He
makes us members of His very body, flesh of His flesh and
bone of His bone. We therefore celebrate His Baptism on this
day, and we begin a new sermon series, “Newness of Life,”
that unpacks the gift and calling of life in Christ.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Phyllis Hopperdietzel in memory of
deceased family members.
The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund. A special insert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Extra insert forms are on the tables
in the narthex and reception area.
The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts ($200) and Flowers ($60) are available
for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. You may
also call the church office to sign up for Bulletin Sponsor ($20).

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
God and His church are delighted to welcome young children to worship. This
house is their home, too. So please, relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where you children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words,
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the
action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them
to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by taking your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
 If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“We Three Kings”

… Paul Manz and Mark E. Bloedow

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“We Three Kings of Orient Are” blue hymnal #646

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the
Jordan River you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized
in his name faithful in their calling as your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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Hope, Life,
Way, Salvation,
Understanding, Wisdom,
Light,
Judge, Door,
Most High,
King, Precious Stone,
Prophet,
Priest, Messiah, Sabaoth,
Teacher,
Spouse, Mediator, Scepter, Dove,
Hand, Stone,
Son, and Emmanuel,
Vineyard,
Shepherd,
Sheep, Peace,
Root, Vinestock,
Olive Tree,
Source, Wall,
Lamb, Victim, Lion,
Intercessor,
Word, Man,
Net, Rock,
House: Christ
Jesus is everything.
~ Damasus I,
366-384
A.D.

Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00 a.m.)
“The Baptism of Our Lord”

… Charles Callahan

EPISTLE Romans 6:1-11
The Church
received from
the Apostles
the tradition
of giving
Baptism even
to infants.
For the Apostles, to whom
were committed the secrets
of divine
mysteries,
knew that
there is in
everyone the
innate stains
of sins, which
must be
washed away
through water and the
Spirit.
~ Origen,
185-254
A.D.

1What

shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free
from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the
dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.

4John

appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country
of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around
his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In
those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending
on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

Looking at the
events in light
of the Cross
and Resurrection, the
Christian people realized
what happened: Jesus
loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt
upon his
shoulders; he
bore it down
into the depths
of the Jordan.
He inaugurated his public activity by
stepping into
the place of
sinners. His
inaugural gesture is an anticipation of
the Cross. He
is, as it were,
the true Jonah
who said to the
crew of the
ship, “Take me
and throw me
into the
sea” (Jon.
1:12) . . .
[continued on
next page]
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[continued
from previous
page]
. . . The whole
significance
of Jesus’ Baptism, the fact
that he bears
“all righteousness,”
first comes to
light on the
Cross: The
Baptism is an
acceptance of
death for the
sins of humanity, and
the voice that
calls out
“This is my
beloved Son”
over the baptismal waters
is an anticipatory reference to the
Resurrection.
This also explains why
Jesus uses the
word baptism
to refer to his
death.
~ Joseph
Ratzinger,
Jesus of
Nazareth

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord”

5

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
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SERMON
“Newness of Life: Part I”
Please stand.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
The following verses are chanted as the ministers gather at the font:
Choir/ I will pour clean water upon you, ′says the Lord.*
L:
From all your impurities and all your idols ′I will cleanse
you.
C:

Sprinkle me with hyssop, O Lord and I ′shall be
cleansed;*
wash me and I shall be whit′er than snow.

Choir/ When the goodness and loving-kindness of ′God appeared,*
L:
he saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the ′Holy Spirit.
C:

I saw water flowing ′from the temple,*
and all to whom this water came, ′they were saved.

Choir/ I will pour clean water upon you, ′says the Lord.*
L:
From all your impurities and all your idols ′I will cleanse
you.
All:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
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Baptism leads
to faith and
not vice
versa, as most
modern theologians assert. If it were
otherwise,
faith would
end up believing in itself,
its own power
to believe,
and so a kind
of “fideism”
[trusting in
our own
trust]. Baptism is the
perfect cure
for the modern, narcissistic self.
~ Gerhard O.
Forde,
The
Preached
God

As we are
lepers in sin,
we are made
clean, by
means of the
sacred water
and the invocation of the
Lord, from
our old transgressions;
being spiritually regenerated as newborn babes,
even as the
Lord has declared:
“Unless a
man be born
again through
water and the
Spirit, he
shall not enter into the
kingdom of
heaven.” (Joh
n 3:5)
~ Irenaeus
(130-202
A.D.),
Fragment
34

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.
Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.
Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the  resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

L: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
P:

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend
to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and
share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?
C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: God the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit bless and guide you,
now and forever.
C: Amen
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Now, this is
what faith
does for us, as
the elders, the
disciples of
the apostles,
have handed
down to us.
First of all, it
admonishes
us to remember that we
have received
baptism for
the remission
of sins in the
name of God
the Father,
and in the
name of Jesus
Christ, the
Son of God,
who became
incarnate and
died and
raised, and in
the Holy
Spirit of God;
and that this
baptism is the
seal of eternal
life and is
rebirth unto
God.
~ Irenaeus,
130-202
A.D.

BAPTISMAL HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”

During the
hymn, the
congregation
is sprinkled
with water
from the font
in remembrance of its
Holy Baptism
into Christ.
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Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“To Jordan River Came Our Lord”

… Trey Clegg

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

I do not believe one can
settle how
much we
ought to give.
I am afraid
the only safe
rule is to give
more than we
can spare. In
other words, if
our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is
up to the
standard common among
those with the
same income
as our own,
we are probably giving
away too little. If our
charities do
not at all
pinch or hamper us, I
should say
they are too
small . . .
[continued
next page]
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[continued
from previous
page]
. . . There
ought to be
things we
should like to
do and cannot
do because
our charities
expenditure
excludes
them. I am
speaking now
of “charities”
in the common way.
Particular
cases of distress among
your own
relatives,
friends,
neighbors or
employees,
which God, as
it were, forces
upon your
notice, may
demand much
more: even to
the crippling
and endangering of
your own
position.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Mere
Christianity

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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We approach the
Godhead only
through the flesh
of the God-made
-man.
~ Dom Hugh
Gilbert, Unfolding the
Mystery

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Some of the
loudest voices
in our society
call for revenge and
retribution. They
recite long
lists of sins
and demand
sacrifice.
Their voice is
not the
Church's
voice. We
call for one
thing: faith in
the Lamb of
God, the Sacrifice that
takes away
the sin of the
world. Such
faith can
challenge
us—letting
go of guilt
and grudges
can hurt!—
but only for
our good as it
builds a new
kingdom of
mercy . . .

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“When Jesus Came to Jordan” blue hymnal #647
“Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” green hymnal #75
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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. . . That
kingdom is
yours. Your
brother has
won it, and
He has commanded His
Church to
hand it over
to you. So
whatever this
new year of
following
Christ may
be, let it be
the year of the
Lamb. He
came to us at
Bethlehem,
and He comes
to you still at
His altar. Take
Him.
~ from Zion’s
January
newsletter

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
A Prayer
as You Go
O Lamb of
God, who
bore my
sins: now
bear me
home, here
and forever.
Amen

“Rise, Shine, You People!” green hymnal #393

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Rise, Shine, You People”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

18

Serving at Worship
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei
Lector: (9:00) Samantha Pinzl
(11:00) Robert Steffen
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolytes: (9:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Olivia Fernstaedt; Grace Stimac
(11:00) Sam Schubring
Elder: (9:00) Craig Zastrow
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;
Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Ruth Hochberger; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Dave Gisselman; Joe Pinzl; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel

Acknowledgements
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB129062. Scripture
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used
by permission LSBHymnLicense.net 100013767. Tune: Public domain.
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing
House, St. Louis, MO. Used by permission LSBHymnLicense.net
100013767. Tune: Public domain.
19

Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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