A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
O God, you

know how
fragile is our
human
nature,
wounded as
it is by sin.
Help your
people to enter upon the
lenten
journey
strengthened
by the power
of your word,
so that we
may be victorious over the
seductions of
the Evil One
and reach the
paschal feast
in the joy of
the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
~ Italian
sacramentary

The First Sunday in Lent
February 18, 2018 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. As we being the 40 days of Lent,
we remember the 40 days that our Lord spent in the wilderness, “being tempted by Satan” (Mark 1:13). He faced the terrible liar and overcame him, going on to preach good news and
even rise from the grave. We may therefore trust the strength
of our Lord to defend and equip us as we face the evil still at
work in this world. This combat with evil, and Christ’s ultimate victory, is the topic of our new weekend sermon series,
“Deliver Us.”

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Should Christians Observe Lent?
“Lent isn’t in the Bible,” says the Biblicist . . . .
“Well, Lent just means ‘spring,’ so technically the word does show up in the Bible,” I reply.
“But the Bible doesn’t tell us to celebrate the season of Lent. And unless the Bible
tells us to worship a certain way, we shouldn’t worship that way . . . .”
“I don’t think we should confuse ‘not mandated’ with ‘forbidden,’ my friend,” I
say. “While the Bible doesn’t specifically tell us to celebrate the season of Lent, the
Bible does tell us to do everything that we do in Lent.”
“What do you mean?”
“Well,” I say, “Lent is a special time of the church year when we focus on repentance. Doesn’t the Bible tell us to repent of our sins like a million times? . . . . Also,
Lent is about disciplining our flesh against sinful desires. The Bible definitely tell us
to do that, right? . . . . And finally, Lent is a time of year where we meditate on the
sufferings of Christ . . . .”
“But we should do that stuff all the time,” the Biblicist shouts.
“And, in fact, we do do that stuff every Sunday,” I say . . . . “[D]uring Lent, we
just place a bit more emphasis on that stuff. Perhaps it helps to look at the church
year the way we look at a book of the Bible, where certain themes take center stage at
one point, and other themes do so at another point, but all those themes are still present throughout . . . . So if those who wrote the Bible focused on one theme at one
time and another theme at another, those of us who believe the Bible should certainly
be free to do the same in our worship.”
The Biblicist squints and taps his fingers on his chin a few times.
“I get what you’re saying,” he says . . . .
~ Pastor Hans Fiene, lutheransatire.org, accessed 2/13/2018 at 8:44 a.m.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Variations on “A Mighty Fortress”
… Robert A. Hobby and John Leavitt

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and face the baptistery.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to
your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
3

Where these
three gifts—
Absolution,
Holy Baptism, and
Holy Communion—
exist, Satan
cannot bear
to remain. In
the presence
of Jesus, Satan is forced
to flee.
~ Pr. Robert
H. Bennett,
Afraid,
2016 A.D.

The word
“exorcism”
comes from
the Greek
word
“ekballo,”
which means
“to cast out.”
The Rite of
Confession
and Absolution does just
that. Satan
and sin are
cast out with
the words of
the Gospel.
The apostle
John says it
best when he
writes, “The
reason the
Son of God
appeared was
to destroy the
works of the
devil” (1 John
3:8). The
works of the
devil are cast
away in the
works of Jesus. Holy
Absolution is
the work of
Jesus . . .

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

INTROIT
L:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with ′him in trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him ′my salvation.

L:

Because you have made the LORD your ′dwelling place—*
the Most High, who ′is my refuge—

C:

no evil shall be allowed ′to befall you,*
no plague come ′near your tent.
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L:

For he will command his angels con′cerning you*
to guard you in ′all your ways.

C:

On their hands they will ′bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a′gainst a stone.

L:

You will tread on the lion ′and the adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample ′underfoot.

C:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

L:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with ′him in trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him ′my salvation.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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. . . and where
the light of
Jesus stands,
evil must flee.
This is not
how Hollywood or even
how many
churches view
exorcism, but
we are not
speaking here
of the things
of the world.
We speak
only of the
things of God.
~ Pr. Robert
H. Bennett,
Afraid,
2016 A.D.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come: through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“O Dearest Jesus”

… John A. Behnke
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OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 22:1-18
1After

these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and
went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and
the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So
they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb
for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his
son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by
his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name
of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15And the angel of the
LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By
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Isaac is another type too
(he can easily
be taken in this
other sense),
this time of the
Lord. He was
a son, just as
is the Son (he
is the son of
Abraham;
Christ, of
God). He was
a victim, as
was the Lord,
but his sacrifice was not
consummated,
while the
Lord’s was.
All he did was
to carry the
wood of his
sacrifice, just
as the Lord
bore the wood
of the cross.
Isaac rejoiced
for a mystical
reason, to prefigure the joy
with which the
Lord has filled
us, in saving
us from destruction
through his
blood.
~ Clement of
Alexandria
150-215
A.D.

St. Paul . . .
knows that the
devil is not
dead. He
knows it better
than we do.
He knows that
Satan is very
much alive,
and he knows
that the devil
is on the
prowl, and St.
Paul is not
ignorant of his
devices. St.
Paul knows
that battle is
inevitable, and
he knows, too,
what it is like.
He knows 1)
that it is
tricky, 2) that
it is lonely,
and 3) that it
can be won.
[First,] it is
tricky. “Stand
against the
wiles of the
devil!” Satan
is a lot more
sophisticated
than we are.
He has lived
longer . . .

myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.”
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-9
L:

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; |
my God, I put my ′trust in you;*
let me not be humiliated, |
nor let my enemies triumph ′over me.

C:

Let none who look to you be ′put to shame;*
let the treacherous be disappointed ′in their schemes.

L:

Show me your ′ways, O LORD,*
and teach ′me your paths.

C:

Lead me in your ′truth and teach me,*
for you are the God of my salvation; |
in you have I trusted all ′the day long.

L:

Remember, O LORD, your compas′sion and love,*
for they are from ′everlasting.

C:

Remember not the sins of my youth and ′my transgressions;*
remember me according to your love |
and for the sake of your good′ness, O LORD.
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L:

Gracious and upright ′is the LORD;*
therefore he teaches sinners ′in his way.

C:

He guides the humble in ′doing right*
and teaches his way ′to the lowly.

L:

All the paths of the LORD are ′love and faithfulness*
to those who keep his covenant and his ′testimonies.

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE James 1:12-18
12Blessed

is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death. 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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. . . And he
has observed
the human
race very
closely, with
all the intensity of hatred,
for all these
centuries.
And so the
one thing certain about his
way of operating is that
he will not
use the one
you have last
been warned
about . . . .
But Paul
says, “Be
strong in the
Lord,” be
strengthened
in the Lord . .
. . The battle
can be won
because it has
been won by
our Lord and
Savior Jesus
Christ, who
enclosed us in
his almighty
love.
~ Pr. Martin
Franzmann
Vision for
Combat

VERSE

GOSPEL
For our
struggle is
not against
flesh and
blood, but
against the
rulers,
against the
authorities,
against the
cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against
the spiritual
forces of evil
in the heavenly places.
~ Ephesians
6:12

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in
the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was
with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming
the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” green hymnal #229

SERMON
“Deliver Us, Part I: Truth, the Devil’s Enemy”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
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There are two
equal and
opposite errors into
which our
race can fall
about the devils. One is to
disbelieve in
their existence. The
other is to
believe, and
to feel an excessive and
unhealthy
interest in
them. They
themselves
are equally
pleased by
both errors.
~ C. S. Lewis,
The Screwtape Letters

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
Ayre on “A Mighty Fortress”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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… Michael D. Costello

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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Let us fast in
such a way
that we lavish
our lunches
upon the
poor, so that
we may not
store up in
our purses
what we intended to eat,
but rather in
the stomachs
of the poor.
~ Caesarius
of Arles,
500s A.D.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
14

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
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faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
Be serious
and discipline
yourselves for
the sake of
your prayers.
Above all,
maintain constant love for
one another,
for love covers a multitude of sins.
Be hospitable
to one another without
complaining.
Like good
stewards of
the manifold
grace of God,
serve one another with
whatever gift
each of you
has received.
~ 1 Peter
4:7-10

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” green hymnal #99
“The Lamb”

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

A Prayer
as You Go

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
”The Lamb”

… Kevin Hildebrand & Jeffrey Blersch
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Father,
through our
observance of
Lent, help us
to understand
the meaning of
Your Son's
death and resurrection, and
teach us to reflect it in our
lives. Grant
this through
our Lord Jesus
Christ, Your
Son, who lives
and reigns
with You and
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for
ever and ever.
~ International
Committee on
English in the
Liturgy

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey
Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke
(11:00) Paul Henning
Acolyte: (9:00) Michael Cornell
(11:00) Mara Stahl
Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Ted Gulhaugen; Grace Mueller; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Gary Gisselman; Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Debra Thomas; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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