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Ash Wednesday 
February 14 + 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM 

 
Ash Wednesday begins the 40 days of Lent.   
 
Lent is a time of intensified devotion to Christ in 
His suffering and death for the sins of the world. 
 
 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
 
Worship:     10:30 AM and 6:30 PM 
Theme:   Lamb of God:  Did He Forgive All Sin? 
Soup Meals:   11:30 AM and 5:15 PM 

 
 
 

Wednesday Lenten Studies 
 
Praying with St. John  12 Noon 
Broaden and deepen your practice of prayer by di-
gesting the imagery of St. John’s gospel.   
(Church Hall) 
 
The Way of Christ  7:15 PM 
Connect or reconnect with the basic doctrines, 
story, and practices of the Christian faith. 
(Conference Room) 
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Pastoral Letter 
 
But deliver us from evil. ~ Matthew 6:13 (the Lord’s Prayer) 

 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  ~ John 1:29 

 

 

Dear Zion, 
 
Why would Jesus die?  Each year, the worship of Lent poses that question anew and 
leads us into its joyful answer.  In short, Jesus suffered the death of sinners to bring 
creation into the good life of God.   
 
This Lent (which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14), the preaching at Zion will 
set forth this blessed answer in two separate sermon series:   
 
 Deliver Us: Christ Overcomes Evil (Sunday/Saturday)   

 Is the devil real?  Indeed, he is—but what’s the devil, compared to God?  
 His holy Word strips the devil of his disguises and teaches us to trust in 
 Christ alone. 
 
 Lamb of God: Did He Forgive All Sin? (Wednesday) 
 God once commanded Israel to sacrifice lambs for sin, but now His Son 
 has put away sin forever.  As we walk with this Lamb through 
 the events of His Passion, from His “last supper” to His burial, we see 
 Him bearing all sin, and finally bearing it away. 
 
It’s simple, really: a bit from the Lord’s Prayer (deliver us), a name for Jesus (Lamb), all 
of it combined with the traditional readings for Sundays and Wednesdays in Lent.  But 
from God’s simple gifts comes wisdom and strength. 
 
It’s all for you!  While many things are against Christ, Christ is never against you—in 
your flesh at Bethlehem, in your grave at Jerusalem, and now in your hands at the altar.  
Come and get it! 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 
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Liturgical Spotlight: 

The Feast of Transfiguration 

 

As we celebrate our birthdays and 
anniversaries, so do we celebrate 
significant events in the life of 
Christ. One such event was His 
transfiguration, where His human 
figure shined with divine light, 
giving us a picture of the Glory to 
come. 
 
In the Lutheran church, per Martin 
Luther’s suggestion, the celebra-
tion of that event falls on the last 
Sunday after Epiphany, right be-
fore Lent.  It’s a fitting conclusion 
to the “season of light” that we 
celebrate in Epiphany (the 
“shining forth” of Christ in His 
earthly ministry), and a good 
pointer to where Lent leads: the 
brilliance of resurrection and life. 
 
The feast of Transfiguration falls 
on February 11 this year. 
 
Color: white, the color associated 
with Christ’s purity. 
 

In the Liturgy  
 

Scripture Readings in Worship this February 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during February.  
Read them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, February 4:  Isaiah 40:21-31, 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, Mark 1:29-39 
Sunday, February 11:  Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6, Mark 9:2-9 
Sunday, February 18:  Genesis 22:1-18, James 1:12-18, Mark 1:9-15 
Sunday, February 25:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, Romans 5:1-11, Mark 8:27-38 

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

 

Why do we use last year’s palms for this 

year’s ashes?  Palms distributed on Palm 
Sunday are kept in the homes of the faithful 
throughout the coming year (placed behind a 
Christian image, mirror, or other suitable 
place) as a reminder of Christ’s victorious 
sacrifice for sinners.  As they dry out, they 
remind us of Christ giving up His life for us.   
 
With the start of Lent, we come to a new 
season of celebrating that redeeming death.  
We therefore use these reminders of Christ’s 
sacrifice to make the ashes that will trace the 
symbol of His death on our foreheads at Ash 
Wednesday.  From earth to earth the palms 
go, even as we go from dust to dust.   
 
We therefore join Christ’s death to our 
death, His dust to our dust, even as we are 
joined to Christ in Holy Baptism.  It all car-
ries the comfort that Christ is our brother in 
every circumstance.    
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From the Vicar    

“When you know better, you do better!” Have you ever heard this said to you in an ad-
monishing tone. I’ve just recently become acquainted with it myself. On the surface, it 
seems to make perfect sense. The basic scheme suggests that, when we have gained 
knowledge of a “higher” way of living, then we will produce the outward expression of 
this virtue. Avoiding the pitfalls of sin and living a virtuous life are lofty goals indeed, 
but as Christians it is important to discern the heart of the matter, seeking first the king-
dom of God and his righteousness, trusting that by His grace alone, will all these things 

be added to you.  

There’s a lot of talk going around in the Church these days, about how to be the best 
church we can be. We need to advocate for the poor and marginalized; take in the 
stranger; solve world hunger; just to name a few. With the world still teeming with its 
fair share of sin, the list of things we “need” to accomplish continues to expand, until 

the load seems unbearable. Because we Christians “know better!” Right?  

So thinks the old sinner.  He thinks that we who have been justified—set apart by God 
to be his own Children in baptism—should be able to solve these wicked problems. 
Why can’t it just be “God’s work, our hands”? Amidst all of this righteous flexing, we 
fall back into that same old trap the devil is keen to set for us. The adversary says; 

“Show me!” and we, who love the challenges posed by the Law, often take the bait.  

Luther had a way of responding to the devil’s accusation in very earthy terms. I will not 
quote it explicitly here, but suffice it to say that our dear Dr. Martin clung to the gospel 
with such faith, that he felt confident enough to mock the devil, turning him into nothing 

but a joke as St. Paul does in 1 Corinthians 15:55.   

In clinging to the good news, we are taken hold of by the one who gives it: the God-
man, Jesus Christ. We are simply called to “be still and know” (Ps 46:10). A God who 
comes down, to suffer for and with us in our lowly state, does the work. In Christ he re-
deems a creation that could not redeem itself, and through His eternal Word, He prom-

ises to accomplish his purpose (Is 55:11).  

You will indeed, be put to work, but the work is His. In simply allowing your soul to 
wait in silence for the Lord (Ps 62:1), His eternal Word will do this work in and through 
you, without your left hand knowing what your right is doing (Mt 6:3). As Luther him-
self was fond of saying, “I did nothing, while the Word did everything.” Thanks be to 

God! 

Fides Ex Auditu, 

Vicar Joe Pinzl 
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Bible Study in the Church Hall 
 

Sundays, 10:15 a.m.:  Romans 
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the longest epistle in the Bible, is considered one of the 
clearest proclamations of salvation by faith in Christ alone.  This book inspired the Lu-
theran Reformation, and it continues to sustain our faith today.  (Church Hall) 

 

Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.:  NEW IN FEBRUARY: the Didache 

Pronounced “dee-dock-AY,” this document is one of the earliest Christian writings after 
the New Testament.  Written at a time when some of the apostles may have still lived, it 
sets forth an outline of Christian worship and way of life.  How did our earliest fore-
bears in the faith worship and live, and what does it teach us?  (Church Hall) 

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7 a.m.:  The Gospel according to Matthew 

Most of our gospel readings this year will come from the gospel according to Matthew.  
The tax collector called by Christ, Matthew writes a gospel that some have called a 
“catechism of the Christian life.”  He tells us the story of Jesus in a way that teaches 
how the followers of Jesus live by Jesus’ life alone.  (Church Hall) 

 

Wednesdays, February 14 — March 21:  LENTEN STUDIES 

12:00 p.m.: Praying with St. John: Learn new practices of prayer inspired by the im-
agery of St. John’s Gospel (Church Hall) 
 

7:15 p.m.: The Way of Christ: Connect or reconnect with the basic doctrines, story, and 
practices of the Christian faith.  (Conference Room) 
 

Children’s and Youth Education 
 

Sunday School News 

It is always a joy to here the good news set to beautiful melodies, delivered to us from 
the mouths of children. This February, the Sunday School children will be singing on 
Transfiguration Sunday, February 11th during the 9:00 a.m. service. On that day there 
will be no Sunday School classes held; however, Sunday School will continue to hold 
classes on February  4th, 18th, and 25th. We give thanks always, remembering Zion’s 

children, parents, and Sunday School teachers and volunteers, in our prayers.  

Confirmation Class continues to meet every Wednesday in February, starting at 6:30 
p.m. for vespers. 
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“Notes” from the Kantor        
 

Recently, the Kantorei sang “Jesus, Joy of Man’s Desiring” as a 
choral response in worship.  This composition is most often 
heard as only an instrumental arrangement at weddings.  You 
may wonder, “Where does this piece originate? Is it a “stand 
alone” piece or is it a portion of a larger work?  Was it written for weddings?”   
 
What follows is a brief history of this composition, one that has achieved popular and 
universal acclaim.  This piece of music is derived from J. S. Bach’s cantata Herz und 

Mund und Tat und Leben (Heart and Mouth and Deed and Life).  BWV 147 written in 
1716 and 1723.  The cantata, a piece of music written for voices and instruments, was 
used in Bach’s time as a musical counterpart to the sermon, the chorale often times 
framing the sermon.  “Jesu, Joy” was used in the final version of BWV 147 as the clos-
ing movement of each of the two parts of the cantata.   
 
Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben began during Bach’s time in Weimar as a six-
movement cantata for the fourth Sunday in Advent, 1716.  When Bach began his duties 
in Leipzig in 1723, a “time of silence” during Advent was observed, meaning concert 
music could not be performed. So, in 1723, Bach adapted this cantata for use on the 
feast of the Visitation (July 2), expanding the composition to ten movements. The text 
of the closing chorale, now known as “Jesu, Joy,” is the text of the 1661 hymn, “Jesus, 
My Soul’s Delight,” by Martin Jahn.  The stanzas chosen express a commitment of the 
believer to hold Jesus as a high treasure.  The text also affirms the love of the Lord and 
His solace in times of sickness and sadness.  The triplet figure, which is readily recog-
nizable, is thought by some to be symbolic of the Holy Trinity.   
 
One final question: Why did Bach compose cantatas in Leipzig?  In May 1723, when 
Bach took office as Thomaskantor, the music director in Leipzig, part of his duties was 
to supply music for the Sundays and feast days of the liturgical year at the four churches 
of the town.  Bach decided to compose cantatas for these occasions, beginning with a 
cantata for the first Sunday after Trinity until the feast of the Trinity in the next year. 
Bach wrote a total of 200 cantatas during his time in Leipzig, largely to meet the Leipzig 
Churches’ demand for about 58 different cantatas each year. Quite an accomplishment!   

 
Joy in Jesus, 
 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
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American Guild of Organists (AGO) 

Lenten Organ Meditations 
 

Each year the Wisconsin River Chapter of the American Guild of Organists presents 

Lenten Organ Meditations, thirty-minute organ recitals during the lunch hour on Fridays 

during Lent.  This year the recitals will be hosted by St. John the Baptist Episcopal 

Church, 330 McClellan Street in Wausau.  The dates of the recitals are: February 23, 

March 2, March 9, March 16, and March 23.  Organists from Wausau area churches will 

perform music appropriate for this penitential season. Kantor Beethe will play music 

based on hymns focusing on the “Lamb of God” on March 9.  These free recitals begin 

at 12:15 pm. 
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Just for Kids 
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Mission and Outreach 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

• Crossways Camping Ministries — Goal:  $2,000 

• Hope Life Center, Wausau — Goal:  $1,000 

Crossways Camping Ministries   The Crossway Camps and Retreat Centers at Imago 
Dei Village (Clintonville), Pine Lake Camp (Waupaca), and Waypost Camp (Hatley) are 
gearing up for another exciting year of offering summer and year-round programs for 
youth and adults.  Three camps, but one ministry.  Their mission is to bring people to-
gether in Christ so lives are changed and communities enhanced.  The vision is commit-
ted to year-round, quality, faith-empowered discovery for all.  Their core values are:  
faith, care of creation, discovering community and hospitality.  If you are planning to 
send your child or grandchild to camp or plan to attend a retreat, be sure to register as 

soon as possible.  Prayers and financial support are always needed. 

Hope Life Center  Hope Life Center in Wausau is located at 605 S. 24th Ave., Suite 20, 
with a second location in Antigo.  Jack Hoogendyk is the Executive Director.  Hope Life 
Center educates, informs, and empowers men and women through the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  All of their services are professional, confidential and free.  You may stop in, call 
or text for an appointment (715-843-4673, Wausau; 715-470-1007, Antigo) to meet with 
one of their advocates.  These resource centers in Wausau and Antigo offer: pregnancy 
testing, limited obstetric ultrasound exams, options counseling, abortion recovery support 
(note: they DO NOT provide or refer for abortions), pregnancy and early parenting edu-
cation, and adoption information.  They now provide free limited testing and treatment 
for sexually transmitted infections.  Hope is also providing educational presentations in 
schools and youth groups.  Nearly 70 churches in Wausau, Antigo, and the surrounding 
areas partner with Hope Life Center in the cause for life.  Please pray for and consider 
your financial support to this caring ministry.  For further information or questions, con-

tact Jack directly at 715-470-1003 or jack@hopewi.org. 

Operation Baby Bottle  During February, baby bottles will be placed by the entrances at 
Zion.  Please take a baby bottle home (one per household) and fill it with your loose 
change.  Return the bottles during the week of February 25 to the Zion church office.  

Thank you for your support of this effort for Hope Life Center. 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

Bring in your donation of canned soup for Souper Bowl Sunday, February 4.  Baskets for 
soup collection will be at the three entrances the weekend of February 3 & 4.  Local food 
pantries at The Neighbors Place and the Salvation Army will benefit.  Keep up Zion’s 
fine tradition of generosity so many can say “soup’s on!”  Thanks.     
                                                                                             ...Zion’s Mission Team 
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January $ 2,000 Lutheran Social Services, Northern Wis. and Upper Michigan 

February $ 2,000 Crossways Camping Ministries 

 $ 1,500 Hope Life Center, Wausau 

March $ 2,000 Lutheran Bible Translators—The Derricks 

 $ 1,000 Lutheran Campus Center, Madison 

April $ 4,000 Greater Wausau Christian Services, Wausau 

May $ 1,000 Women’s Community, Wausau 

 $ 2,000 Lutheran CORE 

June $ 2,000 Lutheran Bible Translators—The Derricks 

 $ 1,000 Homme Home, Wittenberg and Wausau 

July $ 1,000 Habitat for Humanity, Wausau 

 $ 2,000 Open Door, Wausau 

August $ 1,000 Bishop’s Resource Fund 

 $ 1,000 Neighbor’s Place, Wausau 

September $ 2,000 Lutheran Bible Translators—The Derricks 

 $ 1,000 Seminarian at Luther Seminary—Joseph Pinzl 

October $ 2,500 Lutheran World Relief 

 $ 1,000 Salvation Army, Wausau 

November $ 2,500 Lutheran Disaster Relief 

 $ 1,000 Christian Radio, Schofield and Milladore 

December $ 4,000 Greater Wausau Christian Services, Wausau 

Other $    500 

Goal: $38,000 

A written article will be in each month’s newsletter, highlighting the different mission em-

phases.  The articles are written by members of Zion’s Mission Team. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church Monthly Mission Emphases 2018 
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News and Events 
 

“The Way of Christ”:   New Member/Seeker/Refresher Class 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Christian, refreshing their prac-
tice of the faith, joining the Lutheran Church, or just learning more about the way of 
Christ, mark your calendars for “The Way of Christ” starting in Lent (postponed from 
January).  This course will cover the basics of the Christian faith, explore Scripture, and 

survey Christian history.  If interested, please contact the church office.  

Bread Baking December 29th, 2017 

Phyllis made 73 loaves of bread and 43 pies.  Total profit was $400.  Missions received 
$60 and the Church Roof Fund $340.  Profit for the year was $4,614 with missions re-
ceiving $686, LWR shipping of quilts and kits $300 and the church roof $3,628.  
“Thanks to my helpers Steve and Jeff on the 29th.  Thanks to all who have helped dur-
ing the year.  Without the helpers I could not even try to accomplish the bread and pie 
baking.  When I need help, the people I call gladly come.  Anyone can get on the help 

call list.  Thanks again!”  Phyllis 

Women of Zion 
Our next meeting will be held on Monday, February 5 at 11:30 a.m. in the church hall.  
The guest speaker will be Dan Gruetzmacher, who will tell his life story and play the 
concertina.  Dan has entertained many people with the concertina for 76 years.  Men are 

also invited to attend. 

Young at Heart 

Members of the Young at Heart will meet on Wednesday, February 21st at 1:00 p.m.   

Please join us!   

80+ Birthdays in February   

February 10 Doris Preisig, Wellington Pl., 4100 N Mountain Rd. Wausau 54401 

 Happy 100th! 

February 12 Nancy Ziebell, 3333 N 12th St., Wausau 54403 

February 14 Adair Lewis, 5250 Saber Dr., Merrill 54452 

February 16 Shirley Falk, 314 Langsdorf St., Wausau 54403 

February 18 Bernard Lehman, Colonial Manor, 1010 E Wausau Ave., Wausau 54403 

February 21 Pat Byrka, 1405 Brady St., Wausau 54401 

February 23 Jean Zahrt, 1108 McIntosh St., Wausau 54403 

February 25 Elaine Mueller, 405 S 11th Ave., Wausau 54401 
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Musical Entertainment: 

 

     2:00-2:45 pm  Barry Liss, Piano 
 
     2:45-3:15 pm  Ethan & Brennan 
                   Hochberger, Piano Duet 
 
     3:15-4:00 pm  Virginia Grasse, 
 Violin 
 
     4:00-4:45 pm  Dan Gruetzmacher, 
 Concertina  

Sunday, February 11, 2018 

2:00 -- 5:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church Hall 

709 Sixth Street 

Wausau WI  

Admission:  $9.00 (advance), $11.00 (at the door) 

Beverages, Hors d’oeuvres, Sweet Treats & Live Musical 

Entertainment 

Proceeds Benefit Zion Lutheran Church 

Come and Enjoy! 
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Baptisms 
November 25 Caleb Jerome Hollendieck, son of Shawn and Aimee Hollendieck 
December 17 Alyza Daniel Beilke, daughter of Daniel and Raelena Beilke 
 
New Members 
October 9 Larry and Corinne Snell transferring from Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
 Wausau 
 
Deaths 
October 4 Hazel Eckel 
November 22 Junior Ricci 
December 2 Delores Kersten 
December 11 Judith Kurth 
 
Weddings 
November 11 Myles Baumann and McKayla Opelt 
December 18 Robert Steffen and Mary Peerenboom 
 
Zion’s Membership December 31, 2017 
          Confirmed Members:  782 
          Baptized Members:  243  
  1025 

Statistical Information — Fourth Quarter 2017 

Quilting 

… Mondays: February 12, March 5 and 19, April 9 and 23, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. in 
the church hall.  This project supports Lutheran World Relief.  Volunteers are wel-
come!  Quilters: Please label the items you bring to identify them as quilt tops, backs, 
or fillers.  Each item should be 64” X 84”. 
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 Memorials & Other Gifts Received 
 
• In memory of Dean Kell (son of Clem and Ella Kell), who resided in Colorado, Elroy and 

Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Hansen Fund. 

• In memory of Kenneth Haderlein, Janet and Marty Dettmering gave a gift to the Hansen 

Fund. 

• In memory of Kenneth Haderlein, Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Radio 

Fund. 

• In honor of Gary and Sue Wolslegel, Mary Lou Dzick of Madison, WI gave a gift to the 

Hansen Fund. 

• In memory of Judy Kurth, Adele Blair gave a gift to Zion’s Missions. 

• In memory of Junior Ricci, Janet and Marty Dettmering, Lepak Racing, Family and Friends, 
Louis and Sandra Borelli, Dennis and Rose Mary Taylor and Jerry and Rita Wendt gave a gift 

to the Hansen Fund. 

• In memory of Andy Staff, a friend’s father, Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann gave a gift to 

the Radio Fund. 

• In memory of Leslie Wurster, Carol Campbell gave a gift to the Unified Budget. 

• In memory of Jerry Meihlahn, Carl and Mavis Boettcher gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
709 SIXTH STREET 
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

• Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
• Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
• Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

NON-PROFIT ORGN 
U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

WAUSAU, WI 
PERMIT NO. 66 

 

Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 


