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The Great and Holy Week 
March 25-April 1 

 

March 25: Palm Sunday, 9 and 11 AM 

 Blessing of Palms, Passion Reading 

 

March 26-28:    Holy Monday thru Wednesday 
 Daily Prayer, 10 AM and 6:30 PM 

 

March 29: Maundy Thursday,  

 Communion, 10 AM, 6:30 PM 
 Stripping of the Altar 
 

March 30: Good Friday 

 TreOre Service, Noon to 3 PM 

 

March 31: Holy Saturday 

 The Great Vigil, 6:30 PM 
 
April 1: The Resurrection of Our Lord 

 Holy Communion, 9 & 11 AM  
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                              
 
 
Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, 

“We will hear you again about this.”  (Acts 17:32) 

 
Dear Zion, 
 
Whatever question you’ve got, the resurrection is a good place to start.   
 
In the earliest days of the Church, when St. Paul preached to the people of Greece, they 
listened politely until he came to the resurrection of Jesus.  At that moment came the 
division of faith: “. . . some mocked.  But others said, “We will hear you again about 
this.”  The resurrection made the difference.   
 
As C. S. Lewis once noted,  
 
 The Resurrection is the central theme in every Christian sermon reported 
 in the Acts. The Resurrection and its consequences were the “gospel” or 
 good news which the Christians brought . . . .  
 
 The earliest converts were converted by a single historical fact (the  
 Resurrection) and a single historical doctrine (the Redemption) . . . .  
 
It was the answer then, and it’s still the answer today.    
 
How do we share the gospel with someone?  Start with the resurrection—just try, and 
see what happens!  What hope do we have at the death bed?  You have the risen Jesus.  
Can the faith help us in our loneliness?  Yes!  Because Jesus is risen, He is still with you 
today.  
 
For us, the answer to every question begins and ends with the resurrection.  It changes 
everything, and it gives us everything: good promises, good Supper, good life, even in a 
world of broken promises, hunger, and sin.  My prayer for Zion is that we would wel-
come this life more and more deeply, learning the depth and breadth of Christ’s new life 
for us.  That life is our joy and the health and salvation of our community. 
 
Christ is risen!  Peace! 
Pr. Gjerde 
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In the Liturgy  
 

Scripture Readings in Worship this April 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during April.  Read 
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, April 1:  Isaiah 25:6-9, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8 
Sunday, April 8:  Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31 
Sunday, April 15:  Acts 3:11-21, 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-49 
Sunday, April 22:  Acts 4:1-12, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18 
Sunday, April 29:  Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 4:1-11, John 15:1-8 
 

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

Why do we worship in a liturgical way?  

That’s a big question with a simple answer: 
receive.  The whole Christian life is about 
receiving the gifts that God gives us more 
and more, even in the midst of pain, failure, 
sin or death, and the liturgy is part of doing 
so.  The Church has given us the liturgy, and 
so we take the liturgy.  Martin Luther did 
the things we do, even St. Paul did the 
things we do, and so, like the faithful chil-
dren of our mothers and fathers in the faith, 
we take what we’re given and rejoice in the 
gifts.   
 
Remember: the liturgy isn’t “ritual.”  The 
liturgy is Scripture in action; it’s Jesus dol-
ing out His goods; it’s the Church stretching 
its arms, heart, and mind wide.  More than a 
“style” we may prefer, it’s simply the wor-
ship handed to us, through which God hands 
Himself to us.  The more we make it ours, 
the more we realize that we are His. 

Holy Week 

A Brief Overview 
 

Lent culminates in Holy Week, 
March 25-April 2. This week cele-
brates not only the sacred events of 
Christ’s death and resurrection, but 
also our union with Him through 
baptism and faith. 
 
Purpose: to proclaim the saving 
acts of Jesus and the worlds’ re-
demption through them.   
 
Color: scarlet, the color of dried 
blood (from Palm Sunday through 
Maundy Thursday). 
 
Symbols: a cross of rough-hewn 
wood; the crucifix; bowl and towel 
(washing of the feet); crown of 
thorns; slain lamb; empty tomb; 
lilies and palms, evoking the shape 
of trumpets and arms raised in vic-
tory; the “new fire” (fire kindled at 
the start of Easter Vigil); candles 
(symbolizing the light of Christ we 
share).   
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From the Vicar 

 Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia! Let all the world rejoice 
and praise his Holy name: the name of Jesus in whom all mankind is saved! That’s right 
the Word that bear witness to as being made flesh, the God-man who we despised and 
rejected for bearing our sins, is Risen in the flesh. The same flesh we find so cute and 
cuddly, swaddled comfortably in a manger at Christmas, the same body we receive as a 
covenant of eternal forgiveness at Mauday Thursday, the same man we beat, bruise and 
afflict with all of our sins on Good Friday, this very same Jesus is Risen from death and 
the grave, into glory everlasting.  
 So what does that really mean for you? Easter has become such a staple holiday 
in America that its correlation with the emergence of Spring and the return of warmer 
weather is primary in many minds. Surly, at the end of the long icy silence of winter, we 
all rejoice and give thanks when the days expand, and the song of birds fills the air 
again. But what reign’s supreme in the midst of all this new life given to creation, is the 
new life given to you by God’s own Son. As St. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17; “[I]f 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has 
come.”  
 But what does this new life really mean when it would seem that we are con-
stantly surrounded by the same old world? It means the light of His forgiveness now 
shines in the darkness of an often unforgiving world (Jn 1:5). Because Jesus is raised in 
the body that bears the marks of all the sin we have lain upon him, we know that our sin 
then, will always be upon him. We have this assurance just as much as Thomas did 
when his hands touched the Risen Lord’s holy wounds and hear the call to receive his 
gift of life over and over again, just as Peter did (Jn 20-21). Therefore, wherever we 
confront Jesus in hearing his Words and receiving his sacraments, we are encountering 
an end to that old life of sin and death, and the beginning of the new! 
 This new life then frees you from the bondage that sin, death and the devil held 
over you. This freedom does not remove you from the world that continues to be 
plagued by sin, but allows you to engage in it more fully, confident that you are God’s 
own child. As a child of God you—like your brother Christ—live not for yourself, but 
for those around you who are in need of God’s mercy and forgiveness. And wherever 
two or more are gathered together in his name, there he is with you also (Matt 18:20).  

 We know that wherever Christ is, the light of his mercy shines; and wherever 

there is light there is no darkness at all. Thanks and praise, honor and blessing be to Him 

and the Father, with the Holy Spirit evermore.  Amen. 

Fides Ex Auditu, 

Vicar Joe Pinzl 
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Weekly Bible Studies 
 

Sundays, 10:15 AM:  Romans 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the longest epistle in the Bible, is considered one of the 
clearest proclamations of salvation by faith in Christ alone.  This study will be com-
pleted towards the end of April.   
 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  The Didache  
This document, written around the same time as the New Testament, contains some of 
the earliest ways that the church of the apostles prepared new Christians for the Chris-
tian life.   

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7:00 AM: The Gospel according to Matthew   

Some call this gospel, written by the tax collector, Matthew, “catechism of the Christian 
life.”  It tells the story of Jesus in a way that teaches how the followers of Jesus live by 
Jesus’ life alone.   

First Communion 

Baptized children aged 10 years old or older may participate in 

the spring class for First Communion starting on Wednesday, 

April 18, at 6:30 PM in the chapel.  This class prepares children 

to receive the holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

with faith and thanksgiving.  The course runs through Wednes-

day, May 2.  Please call the church office to register your child. 

 

Sunday School 

There will be no class on Easter Sunday, so that all children with their parents might go 

out and proclaim this good news our Resurrected Lord brings us. Throughout the month 

of April classes and music rehearsal will continue as usual. While we pray for Kantor’s 

speedy recovery and God’s blessing of health to her and her family, the children will 

still be gathering after class in the choir balcony to practice the music which will be 

sung on Mother’s Day, May 13th. Let us rejoice together in the good news that God has 

revealed to us through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ! 

Children’s and Youth Education 
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Maundy Thursday Men’s Breakfast 
 

Men of Zion: strengthen your Holy Week devotion by at-
tending the Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Maundy Thursday, 
March 29, at 6:30 a.m. in Zion’s church hall, complete with a 
full breakfast.   
 
This year’s speaker is Dr. Jonathon Sorum, professor at the 
Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT).  In addition to serving 
in the pastoral ministry and helping to form the Church’s fu-
ture pastors at ILT, Dr. Sorum has lived and taught in Brati-
slava, Slovakia (2000-2006) and taught at Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 

Call Committee Update 
 

Zion’s search for an Associate Pastor continues as the Call Committee enters a new 
phase of the search: receiving names and interviewing.  Having submitted the necessary 
paperwork to the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin (the local district of our church, the 
ELCA), the Call Committee will now begin receiving the names of candidates from the 
synod office in Appleton.  The synod selects the names of candidates based on the posi-
tion and needs presented by Zion.   
 

Upon receiving the names, the Call Committee will undertake a twofold process of in-
terview (per synod rules): 1) an initial phone interview, and then, if the phone interview 
is promising, 2) an in-person interview, supplemented by examples of the pastors 
preaching, teaching, etc.  Further interviews beyond these two interviews are allowed.  
The Call Committee is required to hold all names in confidence. 
 

People have asked if Vicar Pinzl may be considered.  After the completion of his semi-
nary training in 2019, Vicar will be included with all other seminarians in a geographi-
cal placement process.  That process will first assign him to a region (our region in-
cludes Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, and Upper Michigan), and then to a synod (or district) 
within that region.  It is not known until that time where a seminarian will be placed, 
and he must interview in the synod where he is assigned.  In the past, vicars have not 
been allowed to serve their vicarage sites as pastors, but there have been some changes 
and exceptions in that practice. 
 

Please keep this process in your prayers for God to raise up workers in His harvest. 
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A “Note” From the Kantor 

 

“IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!”   

 
 
At first glance you may think I’ve confused the seasons!  
You may associate this phrase with a Christmas song per-
formed by Bing Crosby.  Or perhaps you remember the 
television commercial by an office supply store promoting 
their “back to school” sales!  Both understandable connec-
tions.   
 
But, Holy Week? The “most wonderful time of the year?” 
ABSOLUTELY!  During this week we are surrounded by 

God’s love, as the message of Christ’s passion unfolds.  He did it all: FOR US!  He gave 
His body and blood: FOR US!  He died: FOR US!  He rose: FOR US!  Forgiveness of 
sins is ours because of Jesus, the Lamb of God.  Resurrection is also ours because of 
Jesus, our Risen Lord!   
 
Jesus told the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”  (Matt. 9:2.)  We 
hear that same message each time pastor says, “Upon this your confession, I, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The weight of sin is gone.  The promise of the resurrection gives hope. Connected with 
Jesus in our baptism, we are His and He is ours.  Significant reasons to “be of good 

cheer!” …… indeed, a “most wonderful time of the year!” 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ  

who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the  

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. ~ Galatians 2:20  

  
Joy in Jesus, 
Kantor Beethe 

 



 

9 

Organ Concert Series  
 

Zion Lutheran Church  
is pleased to present:  

Bálint Karosi 

Concert Organist 

 on Sunday, April 15, 2018  

 3:00 p.m. 
 

Free-will Donation 
 

Reception to follow concert 
Bálint Karosi, composer and organist has won first prizes at the J. S. Bach Competition in Leipzig, 
the Dublin and Miami International Organ Competitions, the Improvisation Competition of the 
University of Michigan and the recipient of the 2014 Charles Ives Scholarship for composition by 
the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He has performed at Saint Sulpice in Paris, the Saint 
Thomas Church and Gewandhaus in Leipzig, the Matthias Church and National Concert Hall in 
Budapest, the St Petri Dom in Bremer Dom and has been the featured organist for the 500thAnni-
versary of the Reformation at the Cathedral of the Saint John the Divine in New York City. His 
compositions have been performed by the Budapest Philharmonic Orchestra, the Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project, Spectrum Symphony of New York, the Norfolk Festival Chorus, the Yale Phil-
harmonia Orchestra, and the Boston Choral Ensemble.  
 
In 2015 Bálint was appointed as Cantor at Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church in downtown Manhattan, 
where he oversees an ambitious classical music program with a strong commitment to commis-
sioning new music that is equally suited to concert and worship. Prior to this appointment, he 
served as Minister of Music at First Lutheran Church of Boston for eight years, where he founded 
and directed the acclaimed “Boston Bach Birthday,” a daylong celebration of the composer’s 
birthday, co-sponsored by the Boston Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and other art 
organizations in Boston.  
 
Bálint has completed the academic portion of his doctoral studies in composition at Yale Univer-
sity. He holds a Master’s degree and an Artist Diploma from the Oberlin Conservatory, two Mas-
ter’s degrees from the Liszt Academy in Budapest (in clarinet and organ performance), and two 
Prix de Virtuosités from the Conservatoire Supérieur de Genève in Switzerland. He has taught 
music theory at Yale University, organ and improvisation at Boston University, the University of 
Massachusetts Boston and the Oberlin Conservatory. He regularly gives concerts in the United 
States and in Europe, master classes on improvisation and hymn playing and is under concert 

management with Penny Lorenz. 
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Mission and Outreach 

Monthly Mission Emphasis: 

Greater Wausau Christian Services — Goal:  $4,000 

Since 1981 (36 years ago!), Greater Wausau Christian 
Services has provided a pastoral presence and various 
programs of support to residents of our community’s 
institutions.  There are 13 churches who are members 
and who support GWCS. 
 

Specifically, the efforts of GWCS has centered on local 
nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and the county 
jail.  In addition to the jail support and nursing homes, 
GWCS recently has put a greater emphasis on juvenile facilities and refurbishing the jail 
library. 
 

The GWCS worship program has 26 local pastors who are scheduled to lead worship ser-
vices for the nursing homes on a weekly basis.  Pastor Gjerde and Pastor Gulhaugen take 
their turns in the rotation.  Residents have come to appreciate the variety of pastoral lead-
ership types, as each week a different pastor shows up.  In addition, church services are 
held each Sunday evening at the county jail.  Twelve different pastors lead these services 
on a rotation basis.  The service consists of singing, bible reading, a message and prayer, 
concluding by saying together “The Lord’s Prayer.”  Many Zion members are also in-
volved in an “every-other-week” ministry to women inmates of the jail. 
 

Zion has been a part of GWCS since its inception.  Your special gift of support is greatly 
appreciated.  Our mission goal for Greater Wausau Christian Services for the month of 
April is $4,000. 
 
 

“Bow the Knee” - a Dramatic Easter Musical will be presented at St. 
Stephens United Church of Christ, 903 East 2nd St., Merrill on Saturday, 
March 17, 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 18, 2:30 p.m. and at Zion Lutheran 
Church, E7195 Star Road, Aniwa on  Saturday, March 24, 7:00 p.m. and Sun-
day, March 25, 2:30 p.m.  This is “Bow the Knee’s” 17th year!  A free-will 
offering will be taken.   
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Zion Sunday School Attendance Awards—March 2018 

Ethan 
Loppnow 

 

Carra 
Lewis 

Thomas 
Utecht 

Alexia 
Drenk 

Sarah 
Gjerde 

Olivia 
Peter-
son 

Lauren 
Geiger 

Tyler 
Pagel 

12 

Weeks 

18 

Weeks 

Missing:  Eulalia Ray 

Sarah Gjerde Ethan Loppnow Thomas Utecht 
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Strassenfest 2018 — We Need YOU! 

With an annual event that is as far outreaching, multifac-
eted, anticipated and volunteer-reliant as Zion’s annual 
Strassenfest, we like to keep it in your thoughts through-
out the entire year.  One of the main reasons this event is 
so successful is the generosity of our congregation. Your-
talents, donations, ideas, support, volunteer assistance and 

attendance help grow the event year after year. 

We encourage you to reach out to the Strassenfest com-
mittee and ask what is needed to make this year’s Stras-
senfest a success. Do you have a talent, are good at crafts, 
enjoy baking/gardening/canning? Do you have antiques or 
collectibles you’d like to donate? Do you have free time 
or are looking for a committee to join in order to assist the planning, coordination and execution 
of this amazing event? We’d love to hear from you.  Our Strassenfest chairs, Dave and Lori 

Torkko can be reached at 715-551-0566 or dtorkko@pcpros.net.  

This year’s Strassenfest is scheduled for Saturday, October 13th. It’s part of our Fall Festival 
weekend that includes an Abendessen and Swiss Steak Luncheon. More details will follow on 

those events in future newsletters.  

 
 

 Spring Rummage and Plant Sale 

Zion’s Spring Rummage and Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, April 28th from 9:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m.  Setup will be on Friday, April 27th, 8:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  Items to be sold 
should be brought before 3:30 p.m. Friday.  Lunch will be served for the workers on Friday.  
Help is needed both days for setup and the sale.  If you have questions, call the church office, 
715-848-7286.  Help make this a successful sale!  Ladies:  check your jewelry to see if you 
have anything to donate.  At this time, we have a low inventory of jewelry.  Please help us out 
with your donations. 
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Women of Zion 

“This organization will serve our Lord Jesus Christ by promoting charity, fellowship 

and devotion among women of Zion Lutheran Church.” 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

April 2, 2018 — Women of Zion meeting at 11:30 a.m.  ALL Women of  Zion are wel-
come to attend—mark your calendar! 

April 28, 2018 — Spring Rummage Sale at 9:00 a.m. with setup being on April 27 in 
the school gym.  If you have items to donate or would like to work at the sale, call the 
church office. 

April 29, 2018 — Organ Concert at 3:00 p.m.  Setup for the reception will be at 11:00 
a.m. 

May 8, 2018 — Come enjoy a fun-filled evening of fellowship and delicious salads at 
the Spring Salad Buffet, 6:00 p.m.  The program will be a presentation by Diane Jehn 
and Chris Kusiak, “Everything You Wanted to Know about The Wizard of Oz Plus 
More,” featuring memorabilia, collectibles and books.  Limited seating.  Advance sale 
tickets will be sold in the church office during the week and after services Saturday 
night and Sunday morning  beginning April 7/8.  The price of a ticket is $12.00.     
 

Items Needed for Strassenfest Crafts 

The following are needed to make items for sale at Strassenfest: 
 Small vintage-looking or antique picture frames, sizes 5”x7” or 8”x10” 
 Antique postcards, general or Christmas theme 
 Lace, vintage or antique 
Bring your donations to the church office, labeled “Strassenfest Crafts”.  Thank you. 
 
All Women of Zion are welcome to attend our monthly meetings.  If you’d like to be notified in 
advance when the next meeting will be, call the church office and leave your email address with 
either Anna Mae or Pam. 
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News and Events 

80+ Birthdays in April 

April 9 Jack Hochberger, 6311 Kirk St., Weston 54476 
April 10 Duane Peterson, 20950 George Hunt Cir., Apt. 1016, Waukesha 53186 
April 17 Pauline Chinnock, Island Place, 400 River Dr., Apt. 392, Wausau 54403 
April 21 Norma Curtis, 909 Nina Ave., Wausau 54403 
April 23 Dorothy Flees, Mountain Terrace Sr. Living, 3402 Terrace Ct., Wausau  
 54401 
April 24 Elaine Hoff, 115 Erdman St., Schofield 54476 

April 25 Ruth Uecke, 2100 Townline Rd., Apt. 103, Wausau 54403 

Bread and Pie Baking 

Phyllis baked  70 white loafs of bread, 16 wheat loafs and 39 pies and sold 4 jars of jam 
for a February profit of $444.  Missions received $64 and the Church Roof Fund $380.  
“Thanks to everyone who shops at Zion — my helpers Steve and Jeff and mostly God 

for keeping me healthy.” 

Young at Heart  Members of the Young at Heart will meet on Wednesday, March 28th, 
1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Bill Metter will be our guest speaker talking about what is 
happening at the Senior Center and giving us an update on the swimming pool at the 

health care center, followed by coffee and dessert.  Plan to attend! 

From Zion’s Parish Nurse 

Spring is here and what a great time to clean out your medicine cabinet of outdated/
expired medications.  Prescription medication should be tossed one year after they are 
filled.  So where do we dispose of these medications?  Great question—and we are for-
tunate here in Marathon County to have drop off sites located in all Marathon County 
Police Departments.  All of these departments take medications Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. with Rothschild and Kronenwetter accepting medication 
24 hours a days.  The Marathon County Sheriff’s Department does not collect medica-
tion.  What you will need to do is take all medication out of original container and place 
in zip style bags—which some facilities provide at their drop off.  Keep liquids and 
creams in original containers—then place in zip style bag.  If you are unable to get to a 
police department I can dispose of them for you, either by coming to your home and go-
ing through the medications with you and then taking them to the Wausau Police De-
partment.  Another option would be to drop them off at church with my name on them 
and I will pick them up and take them to the police department for you.   Any questions 

or concerns do not hesitate to contact me at 715-848-5112.   

                  Lenore Grosinske, Parish Nurse 



 

15 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received 

 In memory of Marian Wozniczka, nieces and nephews gave a gift to co-sponsor a 
radio broadcast. 

 In memory of Wilton Zahrt, family and friends gave a gift to the Church Hall AV 
Fund. 

 An anonymous donor gave a gift to the Church Hall AV Fund. 

 In memory of Elroy Plautz, friends and relatives gave a gift to the Garden Fund 
and the Church Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Elroy Plautz, Adele Blair and Janet and Marty Dettmering gave a 
gift to the Hansen Fund. 

 In memory of Elroy Plautz, Ruth Draeger and Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer  
gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Dale Liesch, Janet and Marty Dettmering gave a gift to the Hansen 
Fund. 

 In memory of Mildred Tapper, Bernice Roeder gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Agnes Jarosz, Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Radio 
Fund. 

 In memory of Jessie Brandis, Adele and Harry Blair, Janet and Marty Dettmering, 
John and Ruth Hochberger, and Tom and Pam Gabriel  gave a gift to the Hansen 
Fund. 

 In memory of Jessie Brandis, Ruth Draeger, Donna Nuernberg and Elroy and 
Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Jessie Brandis, Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann gave a gift to Stras-
senfest. 

 In memory of Dorothy Korzilius, Maggie Otto gave a gift to Zion Missions. 

 In memory of Dorothy Korzilius, Marge Gausewitz gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
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Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

 Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
 Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 


