A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
God our Father,
look upon us
with love. You
redeem us and
make us Your
children in
Christ. Give us
true freedom
and bring us to
the inheritance
You promised.
We ask this
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, Your
Son, Who lives
and reigns with
You and the
Holy Spirit, one
God, forever
and ever.
Amen

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 29, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Have you lately paused to consider your union with Jesus Christ? The Christian reality is
not that He’s a person, and you’re a person, He loves you; it’s
that Jesus became what you are, and that the Holy Spirit now
knits you to Jesus as a member of His body, bone of His bone
and flesh of His flesh. Today’s Gospel reading, in which Jesus
says, “I am the vine, you are the branches,” leads us deeper
into this gift, and then sends us out with its joy and promise.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Margaret Tiller
by Mrs. Carolyn B. Lange and family.
The Flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Zion’s Lenten Soup Meal Committee in thanksgiving to God.
The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging
them to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with
you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
 If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”
… Robert Powell; Timothy Albrecht; Emma Lou Diemer

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today! Alleluia!” green hymnal #128

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
L:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

4

...an eighth
and eternal
day of the
week, consecrated by the
Resurrection
of Christ . . . .
There we
shall rest and
see, see and
love, love and
praise.
~ Augustine,
City of
God,
426 A.D.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

O God,
You have
given Your
people a future
and a hope –
hope fixed and
grounded in
the resurrection of Your
Son,
who lives and
reigns, who by
His Spirit has
given us a vision that can
look beyond
the gray breakers of our successive days
and through
the mists that
obscure Your
sun, out to
the quiet shore
of our unending home with
You.
Oh, keep us in
that hope, that
vision. Let us
not lose it
amid the clutter of the
things that we
possess, that
threaten ever
and again
to possess us .
..

Let us pray . . . O God, you make the minds of your faithful to
be of one will. Grant that we may love what you have commanded and desire what you promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40
26Now

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a
desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian,
a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading
the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and
join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they
were going along the road they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
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baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized
him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 150
L:

Hallelujah! Praise God in his ′holy temple;*
praise him in the firmament ′of his power.

C:

Praise him for his ′mighty acts;*
praise him for his ex′cellent greatness.

L:

Praise him with the blast ′of the ram’s horn;*
praise him with ′lyre and harp.

C:

Praise him with tim′brel and dance;*
praise him with ′strings and pipe.

L:

Praise him with re′sounding cymbals;*
praise him with loud-′clanging cymbals.

C:

Let everything ′that has breath*
praise the LORD. | ′Hallelujah!

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
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. . . Teach us
the loose hold
on Your present gifts lest
we lose the
greater gifts
You hold in
store.
Teach us to
hold to that
hope even
amid our good
and pure concern for this
world’s agonies lest we
forget that we
can do no more
than bind up
this world’s
wounds
until Your
Son returns
and lifts up
finally the
fallen world,
lest we forget
that this hope
is the most
precious thing
that we can
give to men;
lest we forget
that giving
mammon is no
cure for hopelessness . . .
[continued
next page]

[from previous page]
. . . And since
we are men
who go from
far left to extreme right,
from one
ditch to the
other, and
cannot hold a
true course
down the
road that
leads homeward, let us
not use our
hope to shield
us from the
poor who cry
to us, the
poor in whose
outstretched
hands and
upturned
faces we can
see the hands
and face of
Jesus Christ,
who at the
last will come
to judge us
all. Through
Him we pray.
~ Pr. Martin
Franzmann
For a Living Hope,
mid-1900s
A.D.

SECOND LESSON 1 John 4:1-11
1Beloved,

do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out
into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is
the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is
in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the
world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

1[Jesus

said,] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples.”
2Every

P:

The Gospel of the Lord.
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God has created me to do
him some
definite service; he has
committed
some work to
me which he
has not committed to another. I have
my mission—
I may never
know it in
this life, but I
shall be told it
in the next . .
. . . I have a
part in a
great work; I
am a link in a
chain, a bond
of connection
between persons.
~ John Henry
Newman,
1801-1890
A.D.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

Only a distance in time
allows us to
see reality
without coloring it with
our passions.
And reality
seen that way
is beautiful.
This is why
the past
has such importance...
~ Czeslaw
Milosz,
The Witness of Poetry

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” green hymnal #210
All: stanzas 1, 4, 7 and 8
High Voices: stanzas 2 and 6
Low Voices: stanzas 3 and 5

SERMON
”Knowing the Spirit of God”
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

… Charles Ore

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

P:

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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Except in case
of . . . illness,
however, the
Sacrament of
the Altar can
only be received in the
house of God.
The renewal
of the Christian congregation and her
Divine Service therefore
begins, in a
way most
theologians
today still
find incomprehensible,
when we once
again seriously learn
and teach
what the New
Testament
and the Catechism say on
Baptism and
the Lord’s
Supper.
~ Hermann
Sasse,
1895-1976
A.D.

The Lord did
not just create man anew
with His
hand in a
wonderful
way, but held
him near
Him. He did
not merely
restore human nature
and raise it
up from its
fall, but in an
indescribable
fashion
clothed Himself in it
and indivisibly united
Himself with
it. He was
born both
God and
Man, born of
a woman,
that He might
restore the
human nature created
by Him, but
born of a virgin, that He
might make
mankind
new.
~ Gregory
Palamas,
1296-1395
A.D.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

“Make Songs of Joy” green hymnal #150
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!” green hymnal #133

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!”

… Anton Leupold

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer
as You Go
Father, in Your
plan of salvation Your Son
Jesus Christ
accepted the
cross and freed
us from the
power of the
enemy. May
we come to
share the glory
of His resurrection for He
lives and
reigns with
You and the
Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Rod Riese
Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke
(11:00) Craig Bergendorf
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Acolytes: (9:00) Michael Cornell; Anna Gjerde; Grace Stimac
(11:00) Mara Stahl
Elder: (9:00) Craig Zastrow
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
Ushers: (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Ted Gulhaugen; Joe Pinzl
(11:00) Rob Kittel; Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net
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Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
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Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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