
  

 

The Feast of Pentecost 2018 
Rite of Confirmation 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
Wausau, Wisconsin 

 

May 20, 2018  +  9:00 a.m. 



2 

 
 
Sharing God’s Blessings Today  
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Russell Boelter by 

his daughter and son-in-law, Karen and Richard Merlau. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Terry and Annette Lach in honor of 

their 50th wedding anniversary on May 18. 
 The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 

sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 
 

The Day of the Lord 
 Sunday is the day that the Holy Spirit came. According to the Gospel of 
John, it was on that first Easter evening that Jesus gave the Spirit. According to the 
Acts of the Apostles, it was 50 days after Easter-but still a Sunday-when wind 
shook the house and fire burned understanding into the brains of the apostles. 
They spilled into the streets of Jerusalem and preached so ferociously and with 
such joy that people thought they were drunk! Sunday is the day when the church 
began its mission. The first day is the fiftieth day--the day after seven weeks of 
seven days when all things come around full circle. The day of creation is the day of 
re-creation; the day when Christ rose is the day that the Spirit descended ....  
 For our ancestors, the name "Day of the Lord" had deep meaning. The "Day 
of the Lord" was the biblical name given by the prophets to the last day, the end of 
time when the Living God would appear on earth to work justice for the poor. The 
early church came to interpret the last day as the day Christ would return in glory 
and judge the living and the dead. So for the church, the first day, which is also the 
third day, which is also the fiftieth day, is most importantly the eighth day. Because 
there are only seven days in the week as we know it, the eighth day is a sign of eter-
nity's dawn, the time beyond time, a rehearsal for the day that will last forever. 
Sunday is the day of heaven-on-earth and earth-becoming-heaven. 

~ David Philippart, 20th century A.D. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
Partita on “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” 

 … Kevin Hildebrand 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
“O Day Full of Grace”  green hymnal #161 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . O God, on this day you once taught the hearts 

of your faithful people by sending them the light of your Holy 

Spirit.  Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right 

understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy 

consolation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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CHORAL RESPONSE  
“Lord, You Have Searched Me” … Hal Hopson 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Acts of the Apostles 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men from every nation under heaven. 6And at this sound the multi-
tude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one 
was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And they were 
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speak-
ing Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 
native language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phry-
gia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, Cre-
tans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the 
mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, say-
ing to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. 15For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, 
since it is only the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was ut-
tered through the prophet Joel: 17“‘And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18even on my 
male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the 
heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 

 
 
For these past 
50 days (the 
pentecost) we 
have heard 
the testimony 
of those who 
witnessed the 
resurrection.  
By faith we 
are certain 
that in our 
Baptism we 
have not only 
shared in 
Christ’s death 
but have also 
received the 
quickening 
Breath of 
God.  As it 
was with the 
Son, so it is 
with the 
Son’s friends.  
Death cannot 
keep a hold on 
us.  The giv-
ing of the 
Spirit to the 
apostles (and 
through them 
to the church 
of every gen-
eration) was 
the result of 
the resurrec-
tion . . .  
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to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnifi-
cent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 

 

PROCESSIONAL VERSE  “To God the Holy Spirit, Let Us Pray”   

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th & 16th chapters. 
 
26 [Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he 
will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are to testify because you have 
been with me from the beginning. 16:4b But I have said these things 
to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I 
told you about them. I did not say these things to you from the be-
ginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to him who 
sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6 But be-
cause I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 

. . . Even to-
day when our 
spirit grows 
faint within 
us, we may 
spread out 
our hands to 
God in prayer 
and find our 
parched 
hearts re-
freshed by the 
living water.  
For as the 
Scriptures 
say, streams 
of living wa-
ter flow 
within those 
who believe in 
Christ (John 
7:38). 
~ Proclaim,    
   Series B,  
   CPH 1996 
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7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will 
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about righteous-
ness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 12 I still have many things to say to you, but you can-
not bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine. For this rea-
son I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  Alleluia! 
 

PROCESSIONAL VERSE  “To God the Holy Spirit, Let Us Pray”   

 

 
 

 
 
Please be seated. 

 

Satisfied by 
Jesus, believ-
ers in Him 
become 
sources of 
spiritual 
blessings to 
others, foun-
tains of life to 
those still 
thirsty. From 
believers 
shall flow 
rivers of liv-
ing water 
(John 7:38). 
Through our 
words and 
deeds we be-
come con-
duits for Je-
sus, the wa-
ter of life.  
It is the Holy 
Spirit, given 
on Pentecost, 
Who on the 
basis of Je-
sus' mighty 
Gospel acts, 
enables us to 
drink the wa-
ter of life our-
selves and 
transmit that 
life-giving 
water to oth-
ers.  
~ Francis C. 

Rossow, 
Gospel 
Handles  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  green hymnal #163 

 

SERMON 

“In Our Own Tongues” 

 

INVOCATION HYMN  “To God the Holy Spirit, Let Us Pray”   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
is our Lord’s 
idea.  He bids 
us to make 
disciples by 
baptizing and 
teaching 
(Matthew 
28:16-20).  For 
most of these 
drawn near 
today, baptiz-
ing with water 
and the Holy 
Triune Name 
was done long 
ago.  Now con-
firmation re-
joices that 
some intense 
teaching has 
also been done, 
according to 
our Lord’s 
mandate.  The 
joy of baptism 
and teaching 
never ends.  
Life as Jesus’ 
disciple means 
waking each 
day remember-
ing that “I am 
baptized” and 
eager to learn 
what He 
would have us 
do as His ser-
vants. 
~ Pr. Scott 

Bruzek, 
Wheaton, IL 
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
P: Beloved in the Lord: our Lord Jesus Christ said to his apostles, 

“All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

In accordance with our Lord’s bidding, you have been baptized 

and catechized in the Christian faith.  Jesus said, “Whoever 

confesses me before men, I will confess before my Father who 

is in heaven.  But whoever denies me before men, I will also 

deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  Lift up your hearts, 

therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to 

what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P: Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congrega-

tion acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

Confirmands:  I do. 

 

P: Do you renounce the devil? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I renounce him. 

 

P: Do you renounce all his works? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce all his ways? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Saint Leo said 
the birth of 
Christ is the 
source of life 
for the Chris-
tian folk.  He 
did not say 
for the indi-
vidual Chris-
tian, but for 
the Christian 
people.  When 
the Holy 
Spirit was 
poured out on 
Pentecost, the 
church came 
into being.  
Those who 
followed 
Christ and 
believed in 
him were 
made into a 
fellowship, a 
community 
unlike any 
other, defined 
not by race or 
ethnicity or 
geography, 
but by the 
head, the liv-
ing Christ . . .  
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P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Confirmands:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

P: Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God? 

Confirmands:  I do. 
 

P: Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to 

know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

Confirmands:  I do. 

 

P: Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s 

Supper faithfully? 

Confirmands:  I do, by the grace of God. 

 

P: Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in 

faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, even to death? 

Confirmands:  I do, by the grace of God.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
. . . Christian-
ity is not a 
religion of 
individuals 
who just hap-
pened to 
gather to-
gether to wor-
ship and pray 
or to pool re-
sources for 
the service of 
others.  When 
you were bap-
tized you 
were baptized 
into Christ.  
He is the 
“source and 
ending” of 
all, and we 
are all one in 
him… Glory 
to God in the 
Highest. 
~ Robert 

Louis 
Wilken 

 “A Christ-
mas Ser-
mon,” The 
Apostles 
Creed  

 
 
 
 

 



10 

 

P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and 

Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from 

it? 

Confirmands:  I do, by the grace of God. 

 

The confirmands kneel. The pastor places his hands on the head of each 

confirmand and traces the sign of the holy cross.  Afterwards, he reads 

each confirmand’s confirmation verse. 

 

P: _____________, may the almighty God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of 

the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with his grace to life  everlasting. 

All: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

P: Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Bap-

tism you have united your children in the suffering and death 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, cleansing them by his blood. Renew 

in them the gift of your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily 

repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior.  Deliver 

them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false 

and dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in 

hearing Christ’s Word and receiving his body and blood.  

Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue 

steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought 

the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: Amen 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God, and for all creation 

according to its needs. 
 
P: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” … Matthew Machemer 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY  “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 

 

 

 

 
 
Our material 
possessions 
are, in reality, 
gifts of God, 
best used for 
God’s work.  
In our soci-
ety, which 
teaches us to 
regard what 
we have as 
our achieve-
ments, our 
possessions, 
Christian 
stewardship, 
the generosity 
that we are 
enjoined to 
practice in 
the church, is 
a dramatic 
and coura-
geous act of 
resistance 
against the 
evil that 
would teach 
us that what 
we have is 
ours rather 
than a gift of 
God. 
~ William H. 

Willimon, 
The Spirit 
of Generos-
ity 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 

 
 
We shall not 
begin to un-
derstand 
what the 
eucharist 
meant to 
[early] Chris-
tians until 
we have esti-
mated the 
background 
of real danger 
[they experi-
enced] in a 
setting of 
absolutely 
normal daily 
life . . . . Nor-
mal men and 
women were 
prepared to 
accept the 
risks and in-
conveniences 
they un-
doubtedly 
encountered 
just to be 
present at the 
eucharist, 
together and 
regularly.  
~ Gregory 

Dix,  
 The Shape 

of the  
 Liturgy  
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By the com-
munion, Jesus 
is really 
united to our 
soul and to 
our body, and 
we are united 
to Jesus. 
~ Alphonsus 

Liguori, 
1696-1787 
A.D. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated.   
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Love Divine, All loves Excelling”  green hymnal #315 

 

“Faith of Our Fathers”  green hymnal #500 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally, how 
confident the 
Holy Supper 
makes us with 
respect to the 
corruption of 
our body! The 
Holy Supper is 
a true new tree 
of life. The first 
Christians were 
well acquainted 
with all of this. 
For this reason 
they called the 
Holy Supper 
the [traveling 
food] of dying 
Christians. In 
the persecu-
tions they par-
took of it daily. 
They often 
spent great 
sums of money 
to procure per-
mission to 
bring the Holy 
Sacrament to 
those who were 
to die a mar-
tyr's death [as 
they waited] in 
prison. 
~ C.F.W. 

Walther, 
1811-1887 
A.D. 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   
“Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend” 

 

 

 
 

5 That all of us, Your children dear, 

By Christ redeemed, may Christ revere; 

Lead us in joy that all we do 

Will witness to our love for You. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Now we are 
ready to enter 
the Time of 
the Church, 
the “green 
meadow” in 
which we are 
fed by God’s 
Word and 
strengthened 
at His table.  
In those days 
after Pente-
cost the Holy 
Spirit teaches 
us how to do 
God’s will.  
Christ’s res-
urrection also 
compels the 
renewal of 
our own lives 
in accordance 
with God’s 
purpose, and 
at the last, the 
return of all 
things to 
God’s reign. 
~ Proclaim,   

Series B,  
 CPH  
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6 Then guard and keep us to the end, 

Secure in You, our gracious friend, 

That in Your heav’nly family 

We sing Your praise eternally. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“O Day Full of Grace” … Robert A. Hobby 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde  

Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: Zion Lutheran Kantorei  

Lector: Landis Holdorf 

Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt 

Acolytes: Michael Cornell; Anna Gjerde; Grace Stimac 

Elder: Robb Halverson 

Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;  

   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 

Communion Assistants: Lois Jarosz; Joe Pinzl; Vicky Radunz 

Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Kay Krall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
O God, from 
Whom all 
good proceeds, 
grant unto Thy 
humble ser-
vants, that by 
Thy.holy inspi-
ration our 
minds may 
savor and 
dwell on what 
is true and 
good, and un-
der Thy merci-
ful protection, 
may do what is 
upright. This 
we seek in the 
name if Jesus 
Christ Thy 
Son, our Lord. 
Amen.  
~ Leonine  
 Collect 
 
 
 



18 

 

Acknowledgements  
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.  

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB129062.  Scripture 

quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. 

 

“To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray”: Text: © 1969 Concordia Publish-
ing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100013767.  Tune:  Public domain  

 

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In” Text and Tune: Public Domain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



20 

 

 

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


