A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Almighty
Lord, creator
of all that exists, you made
your Son one
of us, and
when you
crowned him
with glory you
exalted the
dignity of
mortals beyond the skies:
Enable us to
give you worthy service, so
that all creation may radiate the splendor of your
Son, Jesus
Christ our
Lord.
~ The Daily
Prayer of the
Church

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 6, 2018 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. What’s the recipe for success in
life? Some would say, “Be ambitious and creative. Push the
limits!” Others would simply recite to you that time-honored
golden rule, “Treat others how you want to be treated.” It’s a
tough charge. So how do we do it? Listen to the word your
Savior offers you today. He does not keep you in the dark but
gives you the answer in the giving of Himself. Receive the victory that overcomes the world in the water and blood poured
out for you.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Larry and Marilyn Schubring in
thankfulness for blessings received, for their wonderful family, and in celebration of Marilyn’s birthday on May 4.
The Flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Frank, Pam, Grace, and Elle Stimac,
in memory of Carol A. Stimac, Frank’s mother.
The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging
them to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with
you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
 If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Partita on “Diademata”

… Charles Callahan

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord”
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Christ the ascended King
Exalted high above,
Whose praise unending ages sing,
Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past
Your voice from heaven’s throne
Shall call Your children home at last
To know as we are known.
3

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

Redemption is
to be
preached,
and the benefits that
Christ won
distributed,
so that God is
no longer
righteous
only in himself—but
comes to be
justified by
you in his
words. To
Christ belongs
faith...Faith is
reckoned as
righteousness
by the
preacher applying
Christ’s
promise of
forgiveness to
a sinner…

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
L:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

...Faith is in
something. It
needs something to believe; specifically it lives
from an incarnate and
crucified
promise. Who
is none other
than Christ
the promised
messiah.
~ Steven
Paulson,
2015 A.D.

5

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, the giver of all that is good, by your
holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are
right and by your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 10:34-48
34So

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that
John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God
as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living
and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all
who heard the Word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of
the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they
were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then
Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these
people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Faith is a living spiritual
flame, by
which hearts
are set afire,
born anew and
converted
through the
Holy Spirit, so
that they desire, will, do,
and are exactly
what the law
of Moses expressly commands and
requires… For
the living
Word of
Christ, when
preached, imparts the
Spirit, who
writes the law
of God in our
hearts with
living
fire...Hence the
gospel is called
a word of life
in Jn 6:68.
~ Martin
Luther

CHORAL RESPONSE
“O Sing to the Lord”

… Jeffrey Blersch

The choir sings the Refrain the first time and then the congregation sings
the Refrain where indicated.
Refrain:

C:

Refrain

Choir: The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed
his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to
the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
C:

Refrain

Choir: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
C:

Refrain

Choir: Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the
sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful
noise before the King, the Lord!
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C:

Refrain

Choir: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those
who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He
will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples
with equity.
C:

Refrain

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5:1-8
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been
born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is he
who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only
but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify:
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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Who will
harm the
man when the
great God
and Savior,
Jesus Christ,
to whom the
Day of Judgment belongs,
is on his side
and stands
before him
with all his
glory, greatness, majesty
and might?
~ Martin
Luther

He made human beings
into his
friends.
Won’t he be
making them
angels? “I no
longer call
you slaves,
but friends.”
It was to people still carrying flesh,
still subject to
death, still
having this
poor fragile
life that he
said
that...And
what is he
going to give
friends? What
he manifested
in himself as
he rose again.
They shall be
crowned and
transfigured
into heavenly
glory and
shall be equal
to the angels
of God.
~ Augustine,
354-430
A.D.

VERSE
Choir sings the Alleluias the first time.
Congregation joins the second time.

Choir: Christ being raised from the dead will die no more;
Death has no more dominion over Him. Alleluia!
All who love Me will keep My word, and My Father will love them,
And we will come to them and make our home with them.
Choir and Congregation: Alleluias

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

9[Jesus

said,] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life
for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command
you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
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whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
17These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.
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I think it necessary that
the confession
of piety towards God
should accompany
faith. For one
who does this
abides in
Christ and
will be seen to
possess his
words, according to the
text in the
book of
Psalms; “I
have laid up
your Word in
my heart, that
I might not
sin against
you.”
~ Cyril of
Alexandria,
378-440
A.D.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Now if your
fruit remains,
much more
shall you. For
I have not
only loved
you [he says],
but I have
given you the
greatest benefits by extending your
branches
through the
entire world.
Do you see in
how many
ways he
shows his
love? He
shows his
love by telling
them secrets,
by having in
the first instance run to
meet their
friendship, by
granting
them the
greatest blessings, by suffering for
them what
then he suffered...

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Dear Christians, One and All” green hymnal #299, st. 1—5

SERMON
”Better Than Reese’s Pieces”

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Dear Christians, One and All” green hymnal #299, st. 6—10
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.
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VOLUNTARY
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”

… Kevin Hildebrand

Please stand.

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

...After this,
he shows that
he also remains continually with
those who
shall bring
forth fruit.
For it is needful to enjoy
his help and
so to bear
fruit.
~ John Chrysostom, d.
407 A.D.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

When people
take their eyes
off the prize of
Christ and
trust their
works instead
of the promise
they cease
being a living
sacrifice and
become a
blood
sucker...The
goal of life is
the death of
the body in
the most useful manner
possible for
the neighbor
so that Luther
once
preached,”
For the world
never has
enough of this
life, while the
experienced
Christian is
ready to be
removed….”

P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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...Love is a freedom of the
Spirit which
refuses to be
bogged down in
the letter of any
law…[It] is not
the greatest
because it sits
highest o a
moral ladder.
Love is the
greatest because in eternal
life it alone remains forever
even when faith
and hope no
longer exist—
without any
law demanding
it.
~ Steven
Paulson,
2015 A.D.

I have appointed you
for grace. I
have planted
you to go
willingly and
bring forth
fruit by your
works. I have
said that you
should go
willingly,
since to will
to do something is already t go in
your heart.
Everything
we labor toward in this
world
scarcely lasts
until death.
Death intervenes and
cuts off the
fruit of our
labor...Let one
who recognizes that he
now bears
eternal fruit
within his
soul think
little of the
temporal
fruits of his
labors….

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tre16

mendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“The Day of Resurrection”

“Now the Green Blade Rises” green hymnal #148
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...Let us work for
the fruit that
endures; let us
work for the
fruit that begins
at death since
death destroys
all others.
~ Gregory the
Great, d. 604
A.D.

A Prayer
as You Go
Abide in us
oh Lord,
Heavenly
Father, as
we walk this
winding
way of life.
On our
hearts imprint the
image of
your dear
Son that we
might always see
you before
us in love,
and cling to
you with a
fighting
faith. Imbue
us with your
Holy Spirit
that such
love may
bear fruit in
us in accordance with
your will
and to the
praise and
glory of
your name.
Amen

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” green hymnal #135

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Easter Victory”

… Charles Callahan

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net
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To visit our webpage:
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Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
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