A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Dear Jesus,
You paid the
debt of Adam
for us to the
Eternal Father
by Your Blood
poured forth in
lovingkindness. You
cleared away
the darkness of
sin by Your
magnificent
and radiant
Resurrection.
You broke the
bonds of death
and rose from
the grave as a
Conqueror.
You reconciled
heaven and
earth. How
inestimable is
the tenderness
of Your love!
~ Gregory the
Great

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 13, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Here’s a beautiful mystery: our
Lord Jesus prays for you. He is God, who hears prayer, and
yet He is also man, who offers prayers on your behalf. Our
Lord is the bridge; He is the door; He is the wire (if you will)
through whom God and mankind connect. Through Him, not
only does God come to you, but you come to God; not only
does Jesus put you in God’s hands, but He even puts God in
your hands. We cannot understand our own hearts, but in Jesus, God’s heart is revealed to you.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in honor and in memory of Anthony
Lach’s 100th birthday (B. 4/30/1918; D. 12/16/1984) and in memory of Lucille
Lach (D. 5/13/2007), by their children and their families.
Today’s bulletins are sponsored by Zion’s Lenten Soup Meal Committee in
thanksgiving to God.
The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Word on Real Life
One of the most frustrating things about God is that He refuses to follow the
plans we make for Him. In fact, more often than not, He chooses the opposite of
what we want. We say left, He goes right; we point up, He moves down; we want
black, He gives white. Very little seems to go our way; and if it does, it rarely lasts
long. Turns out the perfect job has its share of headaches; the dream marriage has a
few nightmares along the way; and our A+ kids too often wind up with an F in morality. Welcome to the world outside Eden.
But still, things are more complicated than that. Not only is life a mixed bag of
ups and down, pains and pleasures. Truth is, in God’s plan, often the downs are ups
and the pains are pleasures. I mean, what we take for failure is, very often, in the
eyes of God, a reason for claiming success . . .
And these backwards ways of God are in the backwards ways of His Son.
How odd it was for Jesus to pray what He did less than 24 hours before His death.
For He speaks of being glorified in the hours to come. Glorified? Arrested, bound,
tried—and in that glorified? Slapped, cursed, mocked—glorified? Nailed, pierced,
dead—glorified? Indeed. For that is the way of the God who works contrary to what
we expect. In the bloody body of Jesus, suspended upon the crucifix, we lay our eyes
on the glorification of the Son.
~ Chad L. Bird, Christ Crucified: Lutheran Sermons

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!”
… J. Wayne Kerr and Anne Krentz Organ

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” blue hymnal #678

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Forgiveness
is a gift given
to the totally
incompetent,
not a reward
bestowed on
the suitably
disposed.
~ Robert
Capon,
Parables of
Grace

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

None other
Lamb, none
other Name,
None other
Hope in
heaven or
earth or sea,
None other
Hidingplace from
guilt and
shame,
None besides Thee.
My faith
burns low,
my hope
burns low,
Only my
heart’s desire cries out
in me
By the deep
thunder of
its want and
woe,

HYMN OF PRAISE
L:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Cries out to
Thee . . .
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. . . Lord,
Thou art
Life tho’ I be
dead,
Love’s Fire
Thou art,
however
cold I be:
Nor heaven
have I, nor
place to lay
my head,
Nor home,
but Thee.
~ Christina
Rossetti,
1830-1894
A.D.
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Love life on
earth, and at
the same time
long for a
beyond, a life
that will
never end.
~ Brother
Roger,
Protestant
monk,
1915-2005
A.D.

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation
but send us the Spirit of truth whom you promised from the
Father; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00 a.m.)
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”

… Naida Hearn

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 1:12-26
12Then

they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And
when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where
they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All
these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of
persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those
who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field
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with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, ‘May his camp become
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it ’; and ‘Let another
take his office.’ 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to
his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to
his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1
L:

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel ′of the
wicked,*
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats ′of the
scornful!

C:

Their delight is in the law ′of the LORD,*
and they meditate on his law ′day and night.

L:

They are like trees planted by streams of water, |
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that ′do not wither;*
everything they ′do shall prosper.
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Joy in the
truth is the
happy life, and
that means joy
in God.
~ Charles J.
Chaput,
Strangers in
a Strangeland

C:

It is not so ′with the wicked;*
they are like chaff which the wind ′blows away.

L:

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ′judgment
comes,*
nor the sinner in the council ′of the righteous.

C:

For the LORD knows the way ′of the righteous,*
but the way of the wick′ed is doomed.

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5:9-15
9If

we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that
you may know that you have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according
to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have
asked of him.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter.

11b[Jesus

said,] “Holy Father, keep [my disciples] in your name,
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are
one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you
have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been
lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the
world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that
you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the
evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their
sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
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If Jesus prays
and does not
pray in vain,
since he obtains what he
asks through
prayer, and
since he
might not
have received
this except
through praying, which of
us can neglect prayer?
~ Origen,
On Prayer
(before 250
A.D.)

P:

The Ascension, like the
Resurrection,
is both a historical and
[an end-time]
event. As
historical
event it is
part of our
history, but
as an [endtime] event it
reinforces the
Resurrection
as the beginning of a new
era for mankind and prepares for
Christ’s return. The
One who goes
into heaven is
the same One
who returns .
..

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Have No Fear, Little Flock” green hymnal #476

SERMON
”The Bridge”
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
… Kevin Hildebrand and David Cherwien
Please stand.
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. . . With this
a line is
drawn from
the Crucifixion through
the Resurrection to the
Ascension.
The Ascension means
that the crucified and
risen One
rules His
church in
anticipation
of His return
(1 Cor 15:25,
Eph 1:20-3,
Phil 2:9-11).
~ Pr. David
P. Scaer,
Christology

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

I pray for
your happiness forever
in our God,
Jesus Christ.
~ Ignatius,
in a letter
to Polycarp,
before
108 A.D.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Living Bread from Heaven” green hymnal #197
“I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” green hymnal #368
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” green hymnal #147

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Allegro” (from Symphony in D, op. 2 no. 5)
… William Boyce

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Sunday School Choir
Lector: (9:00) Lynn Budnik
(11:00) Carl Boettcher
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey
Acolytes: (9:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Olivia Fernstaedt; Zack Madden
(11:00) Sam Schubring
Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
Ushers: (9:00) Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel;
Landis Holdorf; Jewell Charbarneau
(11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Bill Metter; Joe Pinzl; Vicky Radunz
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Marge Gausewitz
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A Prayer
as You Go
O Holy Trinity,
You selfsufficient love,
ignite also in
our hearts the
fire of Your
love! Amen.
~ Johann
Gerhard,
Postilla
(1600s A.D.)
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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