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As You Travel: Please be faithful in 
worship and attendance at the Lord’s 
Supper.  Zion’s pastors enjoy receiv-
ing the bulletins of the churches you 
visit.  If you need help locating a 
church in the location where you’ll be 
traveling, please contact a pastor. 
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                              
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  ~ Romans 3:22b-24  

 
 
Dear Zion,  
 
When the world finally gains some perspective—that is, when the whole human race 
finds itself standing in the presence of God, the old stars fizzling before a greater, 
warmer light, and the earth itself transforming beneath our risen feet—then every eye in 
creation will see in a flash the whole sweep of history as God has seen it, and there will 
arise from the collective human throat a loud gasp of astonishment. 
 
Was it, after all, the cross that mattered? 
 
See, the world knows what God wants (though it may not know that God is the One who 
wants it).  In our human hearts there abides an ancient rumor of beauty, the promise of 
health and justice, the vision of how things are supposed to be, and this abiding vision is 
why the world so often gets angry and violent.  Enraptured by disappointment and loss, 
the world (both around us and in us) would win by gunfire and bloodshed, by shaming 
and terror, and by its own double-tongued speech what God has achieved by silence and 
suffering.   
 
“Take heart.  I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33) 

 

The pierced body of Jesus, rising in glory: there is where beauty, health, and justice 
have entered the world, and we experience that salvation today in the gift of His body.    
Where Jesus makes you part of His body (Baptism), nourishes you with His body (the 
Supper), and puts His Spirit to work in your body (forgiveness, Scripture, prayer, recon-
ciliation, humility, gentleness, and self-control), there is a whole new creation. 
 
Here is why we are the Church, and why we count it’s life and worship our best thing. 
 
Peace! 
Pr. Gjerde 
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In the Liturgy  

Scripture Readings in Worship this June 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during June.  Read 
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, June 3:   Deuteronomy 5:12-15, 2 Corinthians 4:5-12, Mark 2:23-28 
Sunday, June 10:  Genesis 3:8-15, 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, Mark 3:20-35 
Sunday, June 17:  Ezekiel 17:22-24, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Mark 4:26-34 
Sunday, June 24:  Job 38:1-11, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41 
 

  

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

Why don’t we always use the same Creed 

at worship?  The Church has three creeds: 
the short Apostles Creed, the longer and 
more poetic Nicene Creed, and then the 
really long Athanasian Creed.  We use the 
simple Apostles Creed at Holy Baptism, 
where God joins us to the life of Christ  
Jesus.  Therefore, we use it on every Sunday 
where the color is green, the color of the 
Church’s life and growth in Christ.  The  
Nicene Creed focuses in a particularly  
beautiful way on the persons of Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, and so we use it for all 
other seasons and festivals in which we are 
marking the events of Christ’s life 
(Christmas, Epiphany, Easter) and the  
ministry of the Spirit (Pentecost Day,  
Reformation Sunday).    The Athanasian 
Creed teaches the unity of the three persons 
in One God, and so we use it on Trinity  
Sunday.  The Apostles Creed is almost 2000 
years old; the Nicene Creed is 1700 years 
old; and the Athanasian Creed is about 1500 
years old.   

The Season of Pentecost 

As much as we love Jesus Christ, 
we love His kingdom, for the 
kingdom is the King’s own work.  
The season of Pentecost is a time 
for learning about the kingdom, 
soaking in its promise, and  
renewing our own life and labor 
on its behalf: 
 
First Quarter: the Sundays after 
Trinity Sunday: the call of the 
kingdom. 
 

Second Quarter: the Sundays 
after June 29 (Sts. Peter & Paul): 
the growth of the kingdom. 
 

Third Quarter: the Sundays  
after August 10 (St. Lawrence): 
the fruit/good works of the  
kingdom. 
 

Fourth Quarter: the Sundays 
after September 29 (St. Michael 
and All Angels): the harvest of 
the kingdom. 
 
No wonder its color is green—the 
color of growth! 



 

5 

From the Vicar 

 

  
The Peace of the Lord be with you! 

As the school year draws to a close, and we enjoy a few extra hours of glorious sunshine, I 
would like to update you, people of Zion, on my current place in the process of becoming 

a pastor.  

I have just completed my junior year at Luther Seminary. This next year will be my final 
year in the pursuit of a Masters of Divinity (MDiv) degree.  It has two parts: 1) my intern-
ship at Zion and 2), further classes at Luther Seminary.  To complete the latter, I will still 
be traveling to the Twin Cities one day a week. However, this year will especially focus in 

parish work here at Zion, my designated internship site.  

After internship, a synodical Candidacy Committee will determine whether or not I am to 
be approved for service in the Church. Once approved, I will be assigned to one of 9 re-
gions in our church, the ELCA.  Then, I will be assigned to one of the synods (“districts”) 
within that region.  Consideration is given for personal preference and familial circum-
stances. Once assigned, I will enter the call process, by which my name will be put forth 
to congregations that need a Pastor. Once I am called by a congregation I will be ordained 
and installed to serve the Church in the preaching of the Gospel and the right administra-

tion of the Sacraments.  

At the same time, I will continue serving the Navy/Marine Corps as a Chaplain Candidate. 
When I complete my MDiv, a board of Senior Chaplains will determine whether I am 
qualified to supercede. Once approved, I will be made a full-blown Chaplain, and as-

signed to serve a Navy or Marine Corps Reserve Unit.  

For at least three years I will serve as a parish Pastor full-time, while serving as a Chap-
lain in the Navy/Marine Corps Reserves. Once I have completed those three years, I can 

elect to pursue either a tour of Active Duty or continued service in the Reserves.  

I have been fortunate to receive such knowledge, insight, and faithful inspiration as your 
Vicar, and am enthused to receive more from you every day in the name of Jesus Christ in 
His Holy Spirit. There is much to do in this next year, and I have the confidence given me 
through the Gospel, that the Son has set us all free (John 8:36). In that spirit of freedom, I 
will commend myself to His people and His ministry, “that is, in Christ God was reconcil-
ing the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them…” (2 Cor 5:11-21). It 

is an honor and a privilege granted by our most gracious Lord that I continue to serve you. 

Fides ex Auditu 

Vicar Joe 
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Bible Study in the Church Hall 
 

Sundays at 10:15 AM: “Who Are We?”  The Story of Lutherans in America   

Vicar Pinzl will be telling the stories of Lutherans in America!  Starting Sunday, June 3, 
he will present Lutheranism’s earliest experiences in colonial America, its development 
as an immigrant church in the 1800’s, and its modern day growth and challenges.  Come 
and learn our “family stories”!   

 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  “I AM” Statements 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven classic statements about himself that begin 
with I am: “I am the good shepherd,”  “I am the bread of life,” and others.  What prom-
ise is He speaking in each of these statements?  What is He teaching us?  How do these 
statements shape the Christian life?   

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7 AM: The Gospel according to Matthew   

Some call this gospel, written by the tax collector, Matthew, “catechism of the Christian 
life.”  It tells the story of Jesus in a way that teaches how the followers of Jesus live by 
Jesus’ life alone.   

Children’s and Youth Education 
Sunday School Comes to A Close 
Sunday School recessed for the summer on May 20.  We honored the teachers for their 
faithful sharing of the faith delivered to the saints: Kantor Irene Beethe, Vicar Joe Pinzl, 
(Pre-K/K) Linda Schultz and Jon Oestreich, (1st/2nd Grade) Joel Lewis and T’Neal Ku-
lesa, (3rd/4th Grade) Bonnie Waack and Chelsey Kilty, (5th/6th Grade) Scott Ray.  We 
look ahead to next year, which begins on September 9!  In the meantime, encourage 

your children to participate in Kantor Quest—and see you in church! 

Kantor Quest Returns! 

Last summer, the children in our congregation received a letter each month with some 
“special detective work” connected with worship.  You may also remember a notice in 
the bulletin with the title “Kantor Quest.”  Get your investigative skills ready!  Kantor 

Quest will be back each weekend this summer beginning June 3rd.  

Confirmation   

Emma Pagel and Elle Stimac were confirmed in the catholic and apostolic faith on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.  Confirmation classes will take a break for the summer 
and will resume on Wednesday, September 5th.   
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A “Note” from the Kantor 

A Father’s Influence:  In the month of June we 
pause to remember fathers.  Often we think of  
fathers sharing their love of sports, carpentry, and  
outdoor activities, things that could be labeled 
“manly” endeavors, perhaps because they involve 
physical strength.  What about the father who sings?  That takes strength also!  My 
father loved to sing.  I remember him singing at home, in worship (whether in the 

pew with my mother and sister, or in the choir loft), or while he worked.   

Often times, in our world, singing by men isn’t viewed as important or something 
“real men” do!  However, when it comes to singing the faith, nothing sets an ex-
ample for children (especially boys) than a man sharing the words of the Gospel 
through music.  The male voice adds a wonderful foundation to the treble voices. 

For me, it’s easier to sing when there is a low voice supporting my voice!   

In worship, the liturgy itself is the most child-friendly thing the Church has to of-
fer, particularly because they learn to sing and pray it before they can even read, 
merely by the weekly repetition. And when they hear their father sing the liturgy, 
they realize its  importance.  So, go ahead, men, and sing in church.  You are rais-

ing your children to sing of Jesus’ love.  That gift is priceless!   

Joy in Jesus, 

Kantor Irene Beethe   

“Hymn of the Day” Devotions 
 

To aid in your devotional life, Hymn of the Day Devotions are available in the rack near 
the west door.  Newest additions are devotions based on: Come, Holy Ghost, God and 

Lord; Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You;” and “Evening and Morning.”  The 
devotions were prepared for the website of the Center for Church Music, Concordia 
University, Chicago.   
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Kantor Quest V 
 

For the past 4 summers, I have sent the Sunday School children in our congregation a 
letter each month with some questions connected with worship.  This summer the 
“detective work” continues with KANTOR QUEST V. Using hymns from both 
Lutheran Book of Worship  and With One Voice, the students will take a closer look at 
the hymns of Lent, Easter, and Ascension..  The summer gives students a chance to look 
more closely at hymns of these seasons.  The first set of clues in FOR YOU will appear 
on June 3.  If you would like to have KANTOR QUEST V sent to your home, please 
contact the church office. We will be glad to include you in our detective work this sum-
mer!  You may notice a special KANTOR QUEST box located by the church office.  
This is where the students may return their completed sheets so I can correct them be-
fore the next month arrives! A SPECIAL NOTE: To mark the Fifth Anniversary of 

Kantor Quest, this summer, if a student returns all three Kantor Quest 

“assignments,” I will have a special gift for them, when Sunday School resumes in 

September! 

Summer Fellowship 

Fellowship between services on Sunday morning will continue throughout the summer. 
This time will feature Bible Study (featuring Vicar’s new study on Lutherans in Amer-
ica) for the first three Sundays of each month.  On the last Sunday of each month (June 
24, July 29, and August 26), there will be an hour of food and fellowship with no Bible 
study.  

Vacation Bible School 
 

Zion will not hold VBS this year in consideration of Kantor Beethe’s chemotherapy 
treatments, which will end in August.  Music is an important part of VBS, and in order 
to ease Kantor Beethe’s recovery and ensure a good experience at VBS, the ministers 
and kantor chose to forego the program this year.  It will be held again in 2019. 
 

Have you checked out Zion’s Library recently? 

There are books, puzzles, DVD’s, etc. to be checked out for your reading or listening or 
doing pleasure.  This month’s featured book is “To Be Where You Are” by Jan Karon.  
This book is the latest Mitford / Father Tim book.  In this volume there is less of Father 
Tim and more about the second generation - namely Dooley and his family.  Be sure to 
check Zion’s library out! 
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Rescheduled Organ Concert Series 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 

is pleased to present:  

Bálint Karosi 

Concert Organist 
on Sunday, June 24, 2018  

 3:00 p.m. 

Free-will Donation 
 

Bálint Karosi, composer and organist has won first prizes at the J. S. 
Bach Competition in Leipzig, the Dublin and Miami International 

Organ Competitions, the Improvisation Competition of the University of Michigan and the 
recipient of the 2014 Charles Ives Scholarship for composition by the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters. He has performed at Saint Sulpice in Paris, the Saint Thomas Church 
and Gewandhaus in Leipzig, the Matthias Church and National Concert Hall in Budapest, 
the St Petri Dom in Bremer Dom and has been the featured organist for the 500thAnniver-
sary of the Reformation at the Cathedral of the Saint John the Divine in New York City. His 
compositions have been performed by the Budapest Philharmonic Orchestra, the Boston 
Modern Orchestra Project, Spectrum Symphony of New York, the Norfolk Festival Chorus, 

the Yale Philharmonia Orchestra, and the Boston Choral Ensemble.  

In 2015 Bálint was appointed as Cantor at Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church in downtown 
Manhattan, where he oversees an ambitious classical music program with a strong commit-
ment to commissioning new music that is equally suited to concert and worship. Prior to this 
appointment, he served as Minister of Music at First Lutheran Church of Boston for eight 
years, where he founded and directed the acclaimed “Boston Bach Birthday,” a daylong 
celebration of the composer’s birthday, co-sponsored by the Boston Chapter of the Ameri-

can Guild of Organists and other art organizations in Boston.  

Bálint has completed the academic portion of his doctoral studies in composition at Yale 
University. He holds a Master’s degree and an Artist Diploma from the Oberlin Conserva-
tory, two Master’s degrees from the Liszt Academy in Budapest (in clarinet and organ per-
formance), and two Prix de Virtuosités from the Conservatoire Supérieur de Genève in 
Switzerland. He has taught music theory at Yale University, organ and improvisation at 
Boston University, the University of Massachusetts Boston and the Oberlin Conservatory. 
He regularly gives concerts in the United States and in Europe, master classes on improvisa-
tion and hymn playing and is under concert management with Penny Lorenz. 

Reception to follow concert 
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran Bible Translators - The Derricks 

 Homme Homes, Wittenberg and Wausau 

 

Lutheran Bible Translators - 

The Derricks 

“Greetings from Cameroon!  
We made it safely along with all 
our luggage!  Since our arrival 
we have been busy learning 
many different aspects of life 
here.  Serena has learned how to 
grocery shop when everything is 
in French, properly wash dishes, 
soak vegetables and fruits, hand 
wash our laundry and keep the 
concrete floors (mostly) free of  

ants and dirt.  Elliot has learned about the taxi system, banking, water filtration, garbage 
management, and has been focusing on finding and purchasing our vehicle for us!  Over-
all, our family is adjusting well (even with the heat!) and are happy to be in our new 
home!  We are anxious to get started learning French later this month!  God has been 
teaching us many lessons since our arrival, the biggest of which is reliance on Him 
(Proverbs 3:5-6).  We pray He reminds you of the same blessing too!”           ~ The Der-

ricks Family 

Homme Homes, Wittenberg and Wausau 

The Legacy of Services to others for Homme 
Homes began in 1882 when Rev. E. J. 
Homme founded Homme’s Orphan and Old 
Folks Home, under the sponsorship of the Lu-
theran Church of America.  Since that time providing health care and residential 
housing services in a dignified and respectful fashion has become the cornerstone of 
services to area communities.  Homme Homes has served the needs of the elderly at 
its Wittenberg Campus since 1882 and in the Wausau area on its Forest Part Village 
Campus since 1990.  They provide independent and supportive housing services, 
residential services, and the latest in skilled and rehabilitation services.  June goal, 

$1,000. 

Mission and Outreach 
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 Strassenfest, Then and Now 
Fifty years ago the event we’ve come to know 
and love as the Strassenfest was originally called 
the “Fall Bazaar” and run by Zion’s cherished 
Sewing Circle.  Held in November rather than 
October, it featured embroidered aprons and pil-
lowcases, plus hand-knit items including pairs of 
mittens where if you lost one you could request a 

matching replacement mitten. 

Compared to today’s stoutly German-themed 
Strassenfest, the Annual Bazaar collected, cre-
ated and sold similar hand-crafted items and 
sweet treats.  The famous Swiss Steak Luncheon 
was also part of the event back in the 1960’s.  To 
be expected, pricing changed in 50 years and the 

cost of the 
luncheon was 
$1.50/adult and  
children under 
12, 75 cents!  
Many who  
attended the 
Fall Bazaar as children may be part of the Stras-
senfest organizing committee today and/or attend 
the event annually with family.  We’d love to hear 

stories of days past. 

Each year we stock our Strassenfest with wonder-
ful things from our wonderful congregation. Your 
donations are our key resource in making this an-
nual event a true success.   Our Strassenfest 
chairs, Dave and Lori Torkko can be reached at 
715-551-0566 or dtorkko@pcpros.net.  Strassen-
fest is Saturday, October 13th.  It’s part of our Fall 
Festival weekend that includes an Abendessen and 
Swiss Steak Luncheon. More details will follow 

on those events in future newsletters. Visit and like the Strassenfest Face book page 

for updates and news: https://www.facebook.com/ZionStrassenfest. 
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 In memory of Hilda Grueber, Irene Beethe gave a gift to the Chapel Art Fund. 

 In memory of Perry Raasch, step-brother of Jeff Raasch, Jeff gave a gift to the 

Hansen Fund. 

 In memory of Ruth Schmieden, Phyllis Bliese, Marion Zahrt, Ed and Ellie 

Martin and DuWayne and Diane Kleinschmidt gave a gift to the Quilting Fund. 

 In memory of Ruth Schmieden, Verna Schuett and Robert and Mariel Prahl 

gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Bill Reifenrath, Janet and Marty Dettmering gave a gift to the 

Hansen Fund. 

 In  memory of Dorothy Korzilius, Carl and Mavis Boettcher gave a gift to the 

Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Marian Wozniczka, Manda Strick gave a gift to Undesignated 

Special Funds. 

 In memory of her mother, Marion Walters, Shirley Freiberg gave a gift to the 

Radio Fund. 

 In memory of Dorothy Korzilius, the Marathon County Republican Women 

gave a gift to the Library Fund. 

 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received 
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Just for Kids 
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News and Notes  

80+ Birthdays in June 

June 9 Herbert Zahrt, 1009 McIntosh St., Wausau 54403 
June 12 Lorraine Zilisch, Sylvan Crossing, 1605 Evergreen Rd., Wausau 54403 
June 14 Adeline Brandenburg, 1505 Park Ave., Wausau 54403 
June 15 Lillian Engebrecht, 501 N. 12th Ave., Wausau 54401 
June 20 Johanna Schultz, 2715 N 9th St., Wausau 54403 
June 21 Joan Lewitzke, 1516 4th St., Wausau 54403 
June 28 Dorothy Benda, Forest Park Village, 2901 N. 7th St., #W108, Wausau 54403 

June 28 Phyllis Hopperdietzel, Wausau Manor, 3107 Westhill Dr., Wausau 54401 

Attention Medicare Recipients in Marathon County 
The Uniform Addressing Project in Marathon County is set to begin in April as is 
the mailing of the new Medicare cards.  Marathon County will inform the United 
States Postal Service of your new address.  You will need to change your address 
with Social Security Administration and Medicare.  You can change your address at 
www.medicare.gov.  Your card should be forwarded to your new address by the 
United States Postal Service.  If it is not, and you do not receive your card by the 
end of the year, please contact Medicare. 
 
Quilting in Church Hall 
Mondays, June 11, July 9, and July 30, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. in the church hall.  
This project supports Lutheran World Relief.  Volunteers are welcome!  Quilters:  
please label the items you bring to identify them as quilt tops, backs, or fillers.  
Each item should be 64” X 84”. 

Women of Zion Spring Rummage Sale - a Success! 
Our April Rummage Sale was a great success.  After expenses, our profit was 
$1,444.86.  Money was allocated for 4  commercial card tables for the church and 
lawn equipment for maintenance.  A big THANK YOU to all who helped with Fri-
day setup, and who worked the sale on Saturday.  Without all of your help, this 
sale would not have been such a success.                  Grace Mueller / Lenore Grosinske 

 

Requesting Cowboy Boots 
Craft items for Strassenfest are being made from cowboy boots.  If you have any 
boots you would care to donate, we would accept any sizes or colors.  Please bring 
your donations to the church office.  Thank you. 
 
 



 

15 

News and Notes  
Young At Heart 

Members of Young At Heart will enjoy their summer picnic on Wednesday, June 27, 

11:30 a.m. in the church hall.  Come see what we are about!  

Personal Care Kits 

It is time again to be planning for the annual Personal Care Kits (formerly known as 
Health Kits) Project.  Your contribution of any of the following items will enable us to 
again assemble and send to Lutheran World Relief 100 kits.  The kit contains 1 light-
weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended, 2 
bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping, 1 adult-size 
toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, and 1 metal nail clippers (attached file optional).  The items 
are wrapped in the towel and secured with ribbons or yarn.  Donated items may be 
dropped off at the church office labeled “Personal Care Kits.”  Thank you for your gen-

erous donations which will be assembled and sent out early in October. 

Salad Buffet  

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Salad Buffet a huge success!  The food 
was delicious as usual and the entertainment was outstanding.  Women of Zion will 
meet June 4th, 11:30 a.m. in the church hall to decide on what to use the profit for and 

to have installation of the executive committee.   

Bread and Pie Baking April 27th 

Phyllis baked 74 loaves of bread and 33 pies resulting in a profit of $369.  Missions re-
ceived $56 and the Church Roof $313.  Thanks to my helpers, Steve, Jeff and Bill - 
great job guys! 
 

Graduates 

Please let the church office know if your son, daughter, or grandchildren are graduating 

from high school or college.  We’d like to acknowledge them in the July newsletter.  

Lenten Soup Meals Wrap Up 

$772.53 was the profit after all expenses for this years Lenten Soup Meals.  The soup 
committee at their wrap-up meeting, agreed to donate $100 to Faith in Action of Mara-
thon County, $100 to the Women’s Community, sponsoring the June 3, 2018 Radio 
Broadcast, Altar Flowers on April 29, $100 to Vr. Pinzl for his on-going schooling ex-
pense, $100 to sponsor five weeks of bulletin covers, and $112.53 for the offices com-
puter networking.  Thanks again for everyone’s support making our soup meals once 
again very successful.  Thanks also to Thrivent Financial for the $250 Visa card which 

help purchase supplies and food for the event. 
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