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Reminder 
 

As You Travel: Please be faithful in 
worship and attendance at the Holy 
Supper.  If you need help locating a 
church in the location where you’ll be 
traveling, please contact a pastor.  
There are national directories of  
Lutheran churches that will list  
congregations near the places you are 
visiting. 
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                              
 

 
“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God.”  (Galatians 2:19) 
 
 
Dear Zion, 
 
What do you suppose happens to a people when they don’t have the death of Jesus at the 
center of their soul and mind (or, we might say, at the center of their society)?  Usually 
what happens is something like this:  
 
Having lost the God who bore sin in His own flesh in order to bear it away, people start 
to 1) keep more detailed Records of Wrong; 2) view themselves and their neighbors in 
light of these long-remembered sins; 3) seek relief of this shame and guilt through new 
laws and moral codes; 4) cast blame and shame upon those who don’t fit the new laws 
and morality; 5) protect themselves from blame by casting even more shame back on 
other people; and finally 6) keep intensifying the situation until somebody dies.   
 
Or so it seems to me.  Without the sacrifice of Jesus, other blood usually gets shed in-
stead.  One might look at Nazism or Communism, wherein devotion to state or tribe 
overshadowed, corrupted, and in some cases outlawed faith in our Lord Jesus, and soon 
millions of people were dying.  Something similar happened in the Balkan conflicts of 
the 1990s and even now in the ethnic tensions of the Middle East.  Wherever people 
seek relief through law and revenge, they start sacrificing themselves and other peo-
ple—and do you see it happening in America?  In your own heart? 
 
I’m just a parish pastor, so I don’t really know.  But I do know that, in the Church, we 
have another way from the way of law and shame, the Beautiful Way of mercy opened 
to us in the wounds of Jesus.  We therefore have a mission peculiar to the Church, which 
is to preach, praise, and practice the mercy of God not only because that Gospel is true 
but also because it is good—it will help our neighbors, both in this world and the world 
to come.  Jesus saves, and He loves it when absolutely everyone in your family, 
neighborhood, and country hears that promise.   
 
Peace! 
Pr. Gjerde  
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In the Liturgy  

Scripture Readings in Worship this July & August 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during July and Au-

gust.  Read them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 

Sunday, July 1:  Lamentations 3:22-33, 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15, Mark 5:21-43 
Sunday, July 8: Ezekiel 2:1-5, 2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Mark 6:1-13 
Sunday, July 15: Amos 7:7-15, Ephesians 1:3-14, Mark 6:14-29 
Sunday, July 22:  Jeremiah 23:1-6, Ephesians 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-44 
Sunday, July 29:  Genesis 9:8-17, Ephesians 3:14-21, Mark 6:45-56 
Sunday, August 5:  Exodus 16:2-15, Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:22-35 
Sunday, August 12:  1 Kings 19:1-8, Ephesians 4:17-5:2, John 6:35-51 
Sunday, August 19:  Proverbs 9:1-10, Ephesians 5:6-21, John 6:51-69 
Sunday, August 26:  Isaiah  29:11-19, Ephesians 5:22-33, Mark 7:1-13 

The Pentecost season is “Kingdomtide,” the time of our Church  year in which the Sunday 
Scripture readings teach us about God’s kingdom and how it grows.  For this reason it’s 
color is green, the color of growing life.  In Zion’s nave, six green banners hang on the pil-
lars, each one teaching us something different about the kingdom’s life: 
 
“P” impaled with a letter “X”: these letters are actually the Greek letter rho (P) and chi 

(X).  They depict the first two letters of “Christ” (XPISTOS).  Looking a bit like a cruci-
fied man, they remind us that His death is our life.   
 
A triangle with circle: this symbol points to the Trinity: one God (the circle) in three per-
sons (the triangle), the font of life.   
 
A deer by running waters: “As the deer pants for the stream” (Psalm 42:1).  The kingdom 
lives by the living waters of Christ’s holy Word. 
   
A fish: in Gree, ichthus (I-X-Th-Y-S), each letter representing the first letter of each word 
in the phrase, “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior,” the life of the world. 
 
Grapes and wheat: this image illustrates Holy Communion, the feast of life.   

 

Plants growing from shoots: the living Church as it grows from Christ the Vine.   

 The Green “Pentecost” Banners 
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From the Vicar 

To my brothers and sisters in Christ, the peace of the Lord be with you!  

The summer continues to fly by and the Season of Pentecost along 
with it. And yet, in the midst of this withering pace, we have the 
Holy Spirit to guide us in the sure and many blessings God has given 
to his people through Jesus Christ.  This Spirit of truth counsels and 
comforts us as we go about our way. It speaks to using real words 
creating and sustaining faith in our homes, in our places of work, 

and wherever else you may find yourself on your summer travels. 

It is in this very same Spirit that is so alive here at Zion, that I go to bring the gospel to 
all my brothers and sisters in uniform. I’ve recently received orders from Navy Reserve 
Force Command that I am to report to the Commanding Officer of the US Coast Guard 
installation in Tracen Cape May, N.J. This training cycle will take place from the 5th of 
August to the 18th, 2018. This is the location of Coast Guard “Basic Training” or “Boot 

Camp.” 

The Navy Chaplain Corps services the Navy, Marine Corps and the Coast Guard in pro-
viding religious services and programs, caring for the consciences of men and women in 
uniform, facilitating free practice of religion for all service members, and advising the 

command element on religious, moral and ethical issues.  

This training cycle is my On the Job Training (OJT), one of the final requirements I 
must fulfill in order to be assigned my own unit as a full-blown Navy Chaplain. I am 
very honored and enthused to carry the good news of Jesus Christ to the various men 
and women who have dedicated themselves to the service of our country by enlisting in 
the Coast Guard. Moreover, I am encouraged and strengthened by Zion’s unwavering 

support of me and my family while I am engaged on this mission! 

The same Spirit of divine wisdom and power, that has found its 
place among you through the Word and Sacraments of the 
Church, is the one that I pray, attends me during this brief pe-
riod of training. May God the Almighty Father be ever near you 
through the mercy of his Son Jesus Christ; that in His Holy 
Spirit you may be led by faith in His name wherever the Word 
finds you. 
 
Fides ex Auditu, 

Vicar Joe 
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Bible Study in the Church Hall   

Sundays, 10:15 AM:   “Who Are We?” The Story of Lutherans in America 
Come hear the stories of Lutherans in America this summer.  Vicar Pinzl will be dis-
cussing the beginning of Lutheranism in the New World.  Come and see how your faith 
family found its way in America. 
 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  “I AM” Statements 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven classic statements about himself that begin 
with I am: “I am the good shepherd,” “I am the bread of life,” and others.  What promise 
is He speaking in each of these statements?  What is He teaching us?  How do these 
statements shape the Christian life?  This study will not only focus on the seven state-
ments themselves, but also other Biblical passages that shine a light on their imagery 
and purpose.   
 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7 AM:  The Gospel According to Matthew 

Some call this gospel, written by the tax collector, Matthew, “catechism of the Christian 
life.”  It tells the story of Jesus in a way that teaches how the followers of Jesus live by 
Jesus’ life alone. 

Children’s and Youth Education 

 

Sunday School 

As you journey through your summer finding refreshment and blessing, keep in mind 
that the fall comes sooner than you think.  Sunday School will begin on Sunday, Sep-

tember 9, at its normal time during the 9:00 am service.  Classes will be held for chil-
dren from 4 yrs. old through 4th Grade.  Pre-Confirmation class for students in 5th and 6th 
Grade will begin the same day.  Plan to be there!  In the meantime, you are encouraged to 
keep on worshiping as well as to enjoy Kantor Quest throughout the summer.  Have a 
most joyous and blessed summer!   
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation classes for children in 7th and 8th Grades will resume this September.  Fur-
ther information will be publicized as the time approaches.  Call the church office (715-
848-7286) and speak with Pr. Gjerde if you have questions. 
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A riddle for you: What has keys but doesn’t open a door?  There are two answers. You 
could answer PIANO  or ORGAN.  Both have keys but don’t open a physical door, yet the 
music played on them does open a “spiritual door,” the words of faith sung each week in 
worship.  Both are used to lead the church’s song, something the people of Zion love to do!  
We have several instruments that assist us.  Each have special qualities that enhance wor-
ship.  A piano is a percussive instrument, because like a drum, its sound is produced by 
“hammers hitting strings.” The harder you strike a key, the more sound you hear.  A pipe 
organ is a wind instrument, meaning that the sound is produced by wind blowing through a 
pipe, creating sound.  To create more sound, you add more pipes!   
 
The chapel organ, a smaller instrument, with four sets (ranks) of pipes, provides leadership 
for Matins and Vespers and other smaller services.  The piano in the chapel is also used on 
occasion for those services.  The organ in the main nave, the Kegg organ, (which will be 
10 years old in 2020), is an instrument with forty-nine sets (ranks) of pipes, and thus it has 
more variety of sounds to also encourage the congregation in singing the liturgy and 
hymns.  The attendant music, such as the prelude, voluntary, and postlude, often based on 
the hymns sung in worship, utilize many of the tone colors of the organ.  The piano in the 
balcony is used to accompany the choirs and to lead worship on Saturday evenings.  This 
piano (which is nearly 50 years old) began to serve Zion in the school and was moved to 
the balcony. However, even with regular maintenance, it is developing mechanical prob-
lems simply due to age and use.  Keys don’t respond well; the hammers are rutted and 
worn, and the sound produced isn’t as full as it was when the piano was new.  
 
This fall we will host a concert that will feature organ duets and organ/piano duets.  A new 
piano in the balcony will make the concert more beautiful.  In addition, a more responsive 
piano will assist the choir in their singing and will benefit the worship life of the congrega-
tion by providing stronger leadership for Saturday night worship with a fuller, more robust 
and musical sound throughout the sanctuary!  The cost of a new piano is $10,000. A new 
piano would compliment the beauty of the Kegg organ in both sight and sound.  If you are 
looking to  make a special gift, please consider the balcony piano fund.  You’ll be glad you 
did!   
 
Joy in Jesus, 
Kantor Beethe 

 

“Notes” from the Kantor 



 

8 

Mission and Outreach 

Monthly Mission Emphases in July: 

 Habitat for Humanity, Wausau—$1,000 

 Open Door, Wausau—$1,000 

Habitat for Humanity:   One of the most successful projects ever initiated by our local HFH 
affiliate is the partnership with the construction trades classes at our local high schools.  
Twenty-six families presently own homes built by high school students.  The number of HFH 
houses in Wausau is 62.  We are quite proud of our collaboration with local school districts, 
community businesses, and volunteers from many organizations and churches.  The recycled 
building materials (RMB) is a resource using building materials that are to be discarded and we 

incorporate them into our building efforts. 

The Open Door of Marathon County Inc.  The Open Door is a safe destination for offenders 
released from jail at 5:00 a.m.  We opened November 2010 offering a place out of the ele-
ments, coffee, clothing, and hygiene products.  We are one-half block from the jail.  There is a 
phone and computers to do job and housing searches and resume writing.  Marathon County 
Community Resource lists are available.  Clothing contributions are on-going and utilized to 
the max.  Financially, we need cash for rent and operating supplies.  Please help us continue 

this valuable outreach.   

(There will be weekly highlights in July’s Sunday announcements.) 

Monthly Mission Emphases in August: 

 Bishop’s Resource Fund—$1,000 

 Neighbor’s Place, Wausau—$1,000 

The Bishops Resource Fund helps pastors, associates in ministry, and diaconal ministers and 
their families when they are faced with emergencies, unusual needs, or requests that the bishop 
deems worthy and important to supporting the health, wholeness, and spiritual well-being of 
our leaders.  The Bishop’s Resource Fund has provided support to many leaders, and this help 
has been critical to them. Your dollars are precious, administered in confidence and make a big 

difference in times of need to our church family. 

The Neighbors’ Place (TNP) is located at 745 Scott Street, Wausau. TNP is a unique, locally-
supported nonprofit organization with a strong multi-cultural and multi-faith heritage.  Their 
mission is a simple one: to help people in need.  In order to meet their mission, they provide a 
number of programs and services to members of the Marathon County community. These in-
clude:  a food bank, furniture & basic needs bank, community learning center, youth education, 
community gardens, and Christmas assistance.  They are able to provide support to people in 
need with the help of businesses, organizations, and individuals who donate their time, money, 

and other resources. 
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Memorials and Other Gifts Received 
 
 In memory of Gary Habeck, Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer and John and Ruth 

Hochberger gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
 In memory of Gary Habeck, Judy Cherwinka  and Jim and Jane Janke gave a gift to 

Undesignated Special Funds. 
 In memory of Arden Hoffmann, Carl and Mavis Boettcher gave a gift to the Radio 

Fund. 
 In memory of Ruth Schmieden, Jan and Len Holz gave a gift to the Radio Fund. 
 In memory of Ruth Schmieden, Pam and Bill Friedli, Roger Slominski, and Randy 

and Faith Thurs gave a gift to the Quilting Fund. 
 In memory of Ruth Schmieden, Dan and Sue Gruetzmacher and Gary Schmieden 

gave a gift to the Hansen Fund. 
 In memory of her parents 75th wedding anniversary which would have been June 

17th, Jan and DuWayne Revie gave a gift to the Hansen Fund. 
 In memory of her mother (best friend), Shirley Riedl, Barbara Ziebell gave a gift 

to Undesignated Special Funds 

July Quarterly Meeting and Associate Pastor Call 
 

After two years of prayer, preparation, and searching, Zion’s call committee has identi-
fied a qualified candidate to serve as the congregation’s next associate pastor.  Both the 
committee and the Church Council have unanimously voted to recommend him to the 
congregation for call.   
 
Details regarding the candidate will be presented at Zion’s next quarterly meeting on 
Tuesday, July 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the church hall.  After that presentation, the voters will 
then have the opportunity to extend the candidate a call. 
 
Our synodical process for pastor searches requires that the committee members and 
Church Council keep the candidate’s personal details (name, family situation, present 
congregation) in confidence until the public presentation at the voters meetings.   
 
Zion’s call committee, headed by chairperson Steve Zeinemann, includes Dick Ames, 
Lynn Budnik, Kevin Daniels, Janet Dettmering, Richard Dubiel, and Barbara Leader.  
Council president James Speckhard and Pr. Gjerde serve as ex oficio (advisory, non-
voting) members.  Please give thanks for their service and ask God to bless Zion with 
His Holy Spirit in preparation for this call meeting.   
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News and Events   

80+ Birthdays in July & August 

July 2   Charles Lewitzke, 3410 Falcon Way, Wausau 54401 
July 4   Carolyn Radunz, 2414 Gowan St., Wausau 54403 
July 5   Marion Jehn, 901 Single Ave., Wausau 54403 
July 7   Marjorie Nienow, 5401 W. Sherman St., #302, Wausau 54401 
July 8   Carol Edelburg, 631 Henrietta St., Wausau 54403 
July 9   Mildred Wurster, 918 E. Wausau Ave., Wausau 54403 
July 10   LaVerne Flagel, 400 River Dr., #274, Wausau 54403 
July 10   Margaret Larsen, 3146 Westhill Dr., Wausau 54401 
July 16   Amy Plautz, 10102 Evergreen Dr., Wausau 54401 
July 21   Patricia Metter, 601 Ruder St., Wausau 54403 
July 26   Donna Nuernberg, 5211 Pine St., Schofield 54476 
July 28   Richard Ziebell, 3333 N. 12th St., Wausau 54403 
July 29   Judy Cherwinka, 3030 N. 12th St., Wausau 54403 
July 29   Erma Singstock, 2901 N. 7th St., Apt. 504W, Wausau 54403 
July 31   Barb Barthels, 1228 Jefferson St., Wausau 54403 
July 31  Rudolph Brummond, 401 Ross Ave., Wausau 54403 
Aug 1   Carl Nelsen, 1402 Graham St., Wausau 54401 
Aug 7   Oscar Durkee, T6404 N. Troy St., Wausau 54403 
Aug 12   Delaine Viergutz, 1216 4th St., Wausau 54403 

Aug 16  Muriel Prahl, 1829 El Segundo Ave., Weston 54476 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Zion wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offering.  Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation mem-
bers and provides a much-needed donation consistency for Zion.  Direct Debit Giving is 
used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s 
bank account.  You can choose how frequent you want withdrawals; i.e. weekly, bi-
weekly, semi-monthly or monthly.  Contact the church office, 715-848-7286 and speak to 

Pam if you are interested or want more information. 

Check Out Zion’s Church Library 
Featured book this month is:  “The Triumph of Christianity” by Bart D. Ehrman.  Christi-
anity didn’t have to become the dominant religion in the West.  Bart Ehrman weaves 
meticulous research into an eye-opening, immensely readable narrative.  We have two new 
DVD’s added to our library as well, “Joseph - Beloved Son - Rejected Slave,” is a power-
ful Biblical story of redemption and “Life With Jesus.”  Both DVD’s are animated and are 

family friendly.  Come check Zion’s library out! 

The July Young At Heart Group meets July 25 and August 22 at 1:00 p.m. in the church 

hall.  Please join us!   
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News and Events  

Bread & Pie Baking in May 

Phyllis baked 61 loaves of French bread and 17 wheat loaves of bread, 10 large apple 
pies and 30 other pies.  Total profit, after expense was $432.  Missions received $65 and 

the church roof $367.  Thanks to helpers, Steve, Bill and Gordon. 

Monthly Newsletters 

Did you know that Zion’s monthly newsletter and calendar is on our website,  
zionlutheranwausau.com?  You can print the newsletter out in its entirety or just what 
you want to print.  Or you can read it right on your computer.  Want to get the monthly 
newsletter electronically or discontinue receiving it by mail?  Just let the church office 

know, 715-848-7286.   

Personal Care Kits 

Items are coming in for the personal care kits.  We could use more items.  We need light
-weight bath-sized towels (20 x 40 inches or 52 x 27 inches), dark color preferred; bath-
size bars of soap (8-9 ounces, any brand, in original wrapper); adult-size toothbrushes 
(in original package); sturdy combs; metal nail clippers (attached file optional).  The 
Women of Zion will be wrapping items and placing them in the towel and securing with 
yarn.  We hope to put together 100 kits.  They will be mailed out with the quilts to help 
needy people through Lutheran World Relief.  Bring your items to the conference room 

by the church office.  Thanks for your help! 

Women of Zion 

New officers were installed at the June meeting:  President, Jackie McLaughlin, Vice – 
President, Grace Mueller; Secretary, Sheryl Morris, Treasurer, Lenore Grosinske, and 
Members at Large, Ruth Hochberger and Judy Radloff.  The Women of Zion do not 
meet in July or August.  However, we will be hosting two Fellowship Hours this sum-
mer on July 29 and August 26.  Be sure to come down to the church hall from 10:00-
11:00 a.m.   Save the Dates!:  Saturday, September 15, 2018 – Women of Zion 

Brunch at 11:00 (This is a catered brunch and all women of Zion are invited to attend 
at no charge.); Saturday, September 22, 2018 – Fall Rummage Sale 9:00 - 1:00 (Set-

up and donations accepted Friday,September 21.) 

We will resume our monthly meetings on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.  

The business meetings will be held each month on the first Wednesday of the 

month at 1:30.  We have a committee working on fun and informational, day and eve-

ning, programs.  We will have a wide array of topics or programs to appeal to all 
women of Zion.  Watch the bulletins and newsletters for topics and dates.  If you have 
any thoughts, ideas, or questions please contact Jackie at 715-218-7075 or 
ortholab@charter.net. 
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The days are longer, the kids are on summer break, the grandkids 
are spending more time with you, the cabin is calling your name…
these are all great reasons to do some fun (and relaxing) crafting 
projects together! And the best part of your crafting project activ-
ity is the multi-tiered end result: 
 

• Treasured bonding time with your friends and family 
  
• Ending the “I’m bored” comments from the kids 
  
• Lessening screen time and increasing fun time 
  
• Donating your completed projects to the Strassenfest 
  
• Helping Zion’s annual Strassenfest event to succeed 
  
• Feeling amazing/accomplished with your efforts and your donation 
  
• The brag factor 
 

Whether you’re crafty or not, project ideas are endless! Search a few sites online (check 
out https://craftprojectideas.com) or head straight to Pinterest.com for inspiration on just 
about everything under the sun for DIY crafts, buildables, paintables, knittables, etc. 
Here’s a quick list of top project trends in 2018 to kick start your planning: 

Wood pallet signs 
Stair spindle crafts 
Up cycled drawers & drawer knobs 
Beaded bracelets& key chains 
Homemade dog biscuits 
Handmade baby clothes & bibs 
Tote bags & bag sacks 
Painted light switch covers 
Artistically painted chairs, stools, benches 
Decorative pillows with messages 
Seat belt wraps/pillows 
Mason jar art 
Old window art 

In the Dog Days of Summer…Cool Off with Thoughts 

of Strassenfest in October! 
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Need supplies? Gathering supplies is almost as fun as creating the project! Check out 
the Habitat for Humanity recycled building materials store which is a mecca of inspira-
tion and supplies for craft projects, plus, items are priced as low as 10¢! Open every Sat-
urday from 9am-1pm, the store is located at 1810 Schofield Ave, Weston. Also scour 
thrift shops (Bethesda Thrift Shop on 1st Ave. in Wausau is a favorite) and garage sales 
for scrap cloth material, beads/baubles, glassware, light switch covers, thread/yarn, but-
tons, wood pieces, paint, old chairs, etc.  
 
Another resource you’ll find right at Zion Church is the Thrivent Financial program. If 
you organize a group for a good cause, they may provide monetary support or matching 
dollars. Call the church office at 715-848-7286 and explore the support opportunities 
that Thrivent provides. 
 
Not a crafter but feel inspired? You can still be a part of a crafting project by helping 
to support someone else’s crafting extravaganza. Donate supplies, help organize a craft 
circle, or make a monetary donation to the cause. Reach out to the church office or 
Strassenfest Chairs Dave and Lori Torkko if you’d like to donate money, time, supplies 
or ideas!  
 
This year’s Strassenfest is scheduled for Saturday, October 14 from 9am-4pm. It’s part 
of our Fall Festival weekend that includes a Swiss Steak Luncheon on Saturday and an 
Abendessen dinner event on Sunday. More news on those events will be posted in future 
church bulletins and newsletters. Visit and like the Zion Strassenfest Face book page for 
updates and news: https://www.facebook.com/ZionStrassenfest 
 

We wish you a blessed summer and look forward to seeing the creations that come out 

of the dog days of summer. 
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Congratulations Graduates! 
 

These individuals have either graduated from high school or college: 

Erin Lemmer, daughter of Connie Lemmer has graduated from UWSP.  Her major was 

Bachelor of Science - Psychology. 

Alexandra (Lexi) Schalow, granddaughter of Marlene and Gordon Schalow graduated 
from Galesville High School in Galesville, WI.  She will attend Western Technical Col-

lege in LaCrosse in the fall. 

Olivia Lemke, granddaughter of David and Roxanne Gisselman graduated from Wausau 
West High School this spring.  She will be attending the UW Marathon Campus in 

Wausau in the fall. 

 

. 
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Just For Kids 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
709 SIXTH STREET 
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

 Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
 Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A Member of Lutheran CORE 


