
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Father, by 
your Spirit of 
truth, inspire 
in our hearts 
that faith in 
you. Vindi-
cate us in the 
forgiveness of 
your Son, that 
we might 
holdfast to 
you, as we 
cling to our 
Lord Jesus. In 
your wisdom 
grant us with 
words to 
speak of your 
mercy, that 
they might 
fight for us, 
and be our 
blessing even 
as we stand 
under the 
cross. Amen 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 16, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. What the disciples could not do, 
Jesus must do. That is why He is our Lord, the one who makes 
the flesh His dwelling place, redeeming creation, and pouring 
out His salvation on all possessed souls. But He does not keep 
this miraculous power to Himself, nor would He claim that it 
comes from Him alone. It is the Father—both His and yours—
who has the authority, and He makes all things possible for one 
who believes. Come to Him, and lay your burdens down before 
your God in prayer. Cling only to your Lord and the promises 
He offers in the very body and blood of his own Son. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Rosalind and Maureen Rouse in praise 

and thanksgiving for answered prayers and blessings received!  Thanks be to 
God! 

 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Wayne and Cyndi Reuter in celebration 
of their 40th wedding anniversary (September 16, 1978) and for the blessings of 
children and grandchildren. 

 The sponsor charts for 2018 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 
sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 
A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
This house is your children’s home, too.  Relax and enjoy your time here: 

 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words, 
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the 
action at the altar. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them 
to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with you!  I be-
lieve!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by following your lead. 

 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand. 

 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers.   
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PRELUDE 
“Toccata in G Major” … Theodore Dubois 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Let us not 
then be 
ashamed to 
confess our 
sins unto the 
Lord.  Shame 
indeed there 
is when each 
makes known 
his sins, but 
that shame, as 
it were, 
ploughs his 
land, removes 
the ever-
recurring 
brambles, 
prunes the 
thorns, and 
gives life to 
the fruits 
which he be-
lieved were 
dead. 
 
~ Ambrose, 

300s A.D., 
Concerning 
Repentance 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 “Rise, Shine, You People!”  green hymnal #393 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 
 
You will have  
God one way 
or another—
whether with 
or without 
words. You 
will deal with 
God as he is 
preached 
promised, and 
given in Jesus 
Christ, or you 
will have God 
outside of 
Christ, and 
that kind of 
naked God 
never allows 
himself to be 
found...Clingi
ng to the 
words of God 
in hope trans-
lates you to a 
new Lord so 
that your new 
life is a new 
kind of be-
longing to the 
true God in 
trust. 
~ Dr. Steven 

Paulson, 
2017 A.D. 
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SALUTATION  and  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 
 
What is this? 
Answer:  
I believe that 
by my own 
understand-
ing or 
strength I 
cannot believe 
in Jesus 
Christ my 
Lord or come 
to him, but 
instead the 
Holy Spirit 
has called me 
through the 
gospel, 
enlightened 
me with his 
gifts, made 
me holy and 
kept me in the 
true faith, 
just as he 
calls, gathers, 
enlightens, 
and makes 
holy the 
whole Chris-
tian Church 
on earth and 
keeps it with 
Jesus Christ 
in the one 
common, true 
faith... 
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P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in 
every need, continue to preserve your Church in safety, govern 
her by your goodness, and bless her with your peace; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 50:4-10 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as 
those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who 
strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my 
face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord GOD helps me; there-
fore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindi-
cates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up to-
gether. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 9Behold, 
the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of 
them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his ser-
vant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the 
name of the LORD and rely on his God.  
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 116:1-8 
L: I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my                      

′supplication,* 
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I ′called upon 

him. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
...Daily in this 
Christian 
church the 
Holy Spirit 
abundantly 
forgives all 
sins—mine 
and those of all 
believers. On 
the Last Day 
the Holy Spirit 
will raise me 
and all the 
dead and will 
give to me and 
all believers in 
Christ eternal 
life. This is 
most certainly 
true. 
~Martin Lu-
ther, Small 
Catechism II, 
The Third 
Article of the 
Creed: On 
being made 
Holy. 
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C: The cords of death entangled me; | 
 the grip of the grave took ′hold of me;* 
 I came to ′grief and sorrow. 
 
L: Then I called upon the name ′of the LORD:* 
 “O LORD, I pray you, ′save my life.” 
 
C: Gracious is the ′LORD and righteous;* 
 our God is full ′of compassion. 
 
L: The LORD watches o′ver the innocent;* 
 I was brought very low, ′and he helped me. 
 
C: Turn again to your rest, ′O my soul,* 
 for the LORD has treat′ed you well. 
 
L: For you have rescued my ′life from death,* 
 my eyes from tears, and my ′feet from stumbling. 
 
C: I will walk in the presence ′of the LORD* 
 in the land ′of the living. 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 
we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole 
body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though 
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided 
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So 
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 

 
 
 
Not long ago, 
a series of self
-help books 
appeared. The 
series was 
called Teach 
Yourself. And 
its titles made 
extravagant 
promises: 
Teach Your-
self Basket-
ball, Teach 
Yourself Jazz 
Piano, and 
Teach Your-
self Plumb-
ing. One title, 
however, was 
the most out-
landish of all: 
Teach Your-
self Christi-
anity. 
 
Maybe the 
author in-
tended the 
title to be 
ironic. In-
deed, there is 
no other way 
it could make 
sense…. 
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How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set 
among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the 
entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 
a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of 
God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My broth-
ers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a 
salt pond yield fresh water. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 

 
 
14And when [Jesus, Peter, James, and John] came to the disciples, 
they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with 
them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were 

. . . For one of 
the first 
things any-
one must 
learn about 
Christianity 
is that it can-
not be self-
taught. There 
are no “self-
made” suc-
cess stories in 
the spiritual 
life, no do-it-
yourself kits 
for aspiring 
saints or self-
help manuals 
for authentic 
mystical ex-
perience. 
“How can 
they hear 
without 
someone to 
preach?” 
asked St. 
Paul. “And 
how can peo-
ple preach 
unless they 
are sent?”  
(Rom. 10:14-
15, NAB).  
 
(...Continued 
on next 
page...) 

 
 



10 

 

greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16And he asked 
them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And someone 
from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, 
for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes 
him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they 
were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless generation, 
how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? 
Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when 
the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on 
the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus 
asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”  And 
he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and 
into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have com-
passion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! 
All things are possible for one who believes.” 24Immediately the fa-
ther of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he re-
buked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”26 And 
after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the 
boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he 
arose. 28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked 
him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said to 
them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
(continued 
from previous 
page…) 
 
 
 
. . . Those 
words imply 
a Church 
with author-
ity to send 
and to preach; 
they imply 
doctrine, a 
way of 
preaching, 
and a manner 
of hearing. 
~Scott Hahn 

and Mike 
Aquilina, 
Living the 
Mysteries, 
p. 9 (Our 
Sunday 
Visitor 
Publishing 
Division, 
Hunting-
ton, IN: 
2003) 
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APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON  
“What’s Left on the Table” 

 

HYMN 
 “Christians, While on Earth Abiding”  green hymnal #440 

 

Please kneel. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“Christians, While on Earth Abiding” … Paul Manz 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
For since the 
beginning of 
the world God 
has dealt with 
all the saints 
through His 
Word and, in 
addition, has 
given them 
external signs 
of grace. This 
I say so that 
no one may 
venture to 
deal with God 
without these 
means or 
build for him-
self a special 
way to 
heaven, lest he 
fall and break 
his neck. 
~Martin  
 Luther, 
 Lectures on 

Ps 23 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  

C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 

eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 

his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
For surely 
our hearts 
ought to be 
certain that 
when we are 
baptized, 
when we eat 
the body of 
the Lord, and 
when we are 
absolved, God 
truly forgives 
us on account 
of Christ. 
And God 
moves our 
hearts 
through the 
word and the 
rite at the 
same time so 
that they be-
lieve and re-
ceive faith 
just as Paul 
says [Rom 
10:17]... 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...“So faith 
comes from what 
is heard.” For 
just as the word 
enters through 
the ear in order 
to strike the 
heart, so also the 
rite enters 
through the eye 
in order to move 
the heart. 
~Philip Mel-

anchthon, Ap 
XIII 4-5 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated. 
 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”  green hymnal #304 
 

“Take My Life, that I May Be”  green hymnal #406 
 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

 

A Prayer as 
You Go 
O most lov-
ing Father, 
you want us 
to give 
thanks for all 
things, to 
fear nothing 
except losing 
you, and to 
lay all our 
cares on you, 
knowing that 
you care for 
us. Protect us 
from faith-
less fears and 
worldly 
anxieties, 
and grant 
that no 
clouds in the 
mortal life 
may hide 
from us the 
light of your 
immortal 
love shown 
in your Son, 
Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Movement III from Sonata II” … Charles W. Ore 

 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: Vicar Joseph Pinzl 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Lector: (9:00) Bill Metter 

           (11:00) Paul Henning 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames 

Acolyte: (9:00) Emma Pagel 

    (11:00) Mara Stahl 

Elder:  (9:00) Scott Schubring 

   (11:00) Karla Westcott 

Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Jane Janz; Grace Mueller;  
   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt 

Communion Assistants: 

     (9:00) Bill Metter; Grace Mueller; Joe Pinzl 

   (11:00) Donna Nuernberg; Joe Pinzl; Cheryl Plautz 

Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Peggy Lawonn 
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