
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Gracious 
Lord, as I 
pray so many 
things seek to 
distract me. 
Keep me fo-
cused on 
what is the 
most impor-
tant, on the 
One who is 
the most im-
portant: Jesus 
Christ, your 
beloved Son. 
Help me to 
eagerly wait 
for his trium-
phant return 
even as I 
meet him in 
Word and 
Sacrament 
this day. In 
Jesus’ name, I 
pray. Amen.   

Last Sunday of the Church Year  
November 25, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  
Another “Black Friday” has come and gone. Millions of people 
eagerly waited for deals on toys, clothes, and electronic devices. 
The hour came, wallets opened, credit card readers beeped, and 
purchases were made. What are you eagerly waiting for? What 
are you eagerly praying for? This weekend we cling to the hope 
and vigilant prayer of the church: Longing for Jesus’ triumphant 
return. Are we eagerly waiting and praying for his glorious re-
turn, where heaven will come to earth? May it be ever so! 



2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Sally Christoffersen in remembrance of 

what would have been her 53rd wedding anniversary. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored to the glory of God’s house, and in honor of 

the 90th birthday of Lydia Wachsmuth on December 2 from her family. 
 

A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
This house is your children’s home, too.  Relax and enjoy your time here: 

 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words, 
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the 
action at the altar. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them 
to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with you!  I be-
lieve!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by following your lead. 

 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

 If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand. 

 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
Three Chorale Improvisations on “Wake, Awake” 

 … Paul Manz 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”  green hymnal #31 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

 

 
 
Be patient 
brothers, un-
til the coming 
of the Lord. 
See how the 
farmer waits 
for the pre-
cious fruit of 
the earth, be-
ing patient 
about it, until 
it receives the 
early and the 
late rains. 
You also, be 
patient. Es-
tablish your 
hearts, for the 
coming of the 
Lord is at 
hand. Do not 
grumble 
against one 
another, 
brothers, so 
that you may 
not be judged; 
behold, the 
Judge is 
standing at 
the door. 
 
~ James  

 5:7-9 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

...faith frees 

us to pray in 
a different 

way, chang-

ing prayer 
from some-

thing defen-

sive and meek 
into some-

thing offen-

sive and bold. 

It moves from 
praying in 

line “with” 

your old self, 
and allows 

you to pray 

against your-
self. Christ 

taught not to 

pray as the 

proud Phari-
see, nor to 

despair of 

prayer, but to 
pray precisely 

for what God 

promises to 

give: forgive-
ness of sin. 

 

~ Stephen D. 
Paulson, 

Lutheran 

Theology 
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SALUTATION  and  PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
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P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your glorious 

return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of living; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00 a.m.) 

“Lord of Our Life” … Kevin Hildebrand and Michael D. Costello 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 51:4-6 
4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to 

the peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone 

out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for 

me, and for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will 

die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my right-

eousness will never be dismayed. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 93 
Choir/ The LORD is king; | he has put on splen′did apparel;* 

L: the LORD has put on his apparel and girded him′self   

with strength. 

 

C: He has made the whole ′world so sure* 

 that it can′not be moved; 

 

 

Death, like 
sin, is gov-
erned in 
Christian 
lives by the 
joy of scoff-
ing, ridicule, 
and sarcasm. 
The power of 
faith that 
makes pray-
ing possible is 
to laugh at 
death when 
the whole 
world cowers 
at its feet; it is 
to dismiss 
death, not 
because of 
one’s own 
power, but 
because 
Christ has 
conquered it. 
Sarcasm is 
the basis is 
the vibrant 
new life of the 
Christian and 
the primary 
mode of 
prayer… 
 
~ Stephen D. 

Paulson, 

Lutheran 
Theology 
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Choir/ ever since the world began, your throne has ′been  

L: established;*  

 you are from ′everlasting. 

 

C: The waters have lifted up O LORD, | 

 the waters have lifted ′up their voice;* 

 the waters have lifted up their ′pounding waves. 

 

Choir/ Mightier than the sound of many waters, | 

L: mightier than the breakers ′of the sea,* 

 mightier is the LORD who ′dwells on high. 

 

C: Your testimonies are ′very sure,* 

 and holiness adorns your house O LORD, | 

 forever and for′evermore. 

 

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Jude 20-25 
20But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; 

pray in the Holy Spirit; 21keep yourselves in the love of God, wait-

ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 
22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by snatching 

them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even 

the garment stained by the flesh. 24Now to him who is able to keep 

you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the pres-

ence of his glory with great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 

authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen 

 

 

But where 
there is to be 
true prayer, 
there must be 
utter earnest-
ness. We must 
feel our need, 
the distress 
that drives and 
impels us to 
cry out. Then 
prayer will 
come sponta-
neously, as it 
should, and no 
one will need 
to be taught 
how to prepare 
for it or how to 
create the 
proper devo-
tion. This 
need, however, 
that ought to 
concern us—
ours and eve-
ryone else's—
is something 
you will find 
richly enough 
in the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Large 
Catechism 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter. 

 

 
24[Jesus said,] “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will 

be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars 

will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 

with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon 

as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 

 
The doctrine 
of the Second 
Coming is 
deeply uncon-
genial to the 
whole evolu-
tionary or 
developmen-
tal character 
of modern 
thought. We 
have been 
taught to 
think of the 
world as 
something 
that grows 
slowly to-
wards perfec-
tion, some-
thing that 
“progresses” 
or “evolves.” 
Christian 
apocalyptic 
offers us no 
such hope. It 
does not even 
foretell...a 
gradual de-
cay. It fore-
tells a sud-
den, violent 
end imposed 
from with-
out… 
 
(continued 

next page) 
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even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on 

guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 
34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 

his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning—36lest he 

come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Stay awake.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 
...an extin-
guisher 
popped onto 
the candle, a 
brick flung at 
the gramo-
phone, a cur-
tain rung 
down on the 
play—
”Halt!” 
 
...The doc-
trine of the 
Second Com-
ing has failed, 
so far as we 
are con-
cerned, if it 
does not make 
us realize at 
every mo-
ment of every 
year in our 
lives Donne’s 
question 
“What if this 
present were 
the world’s 
last night?” 
is equally 
relevant. 
 
~ C. S. Lewis 
 “The 

World’s 
Last Night” 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 

There is no Sunday School today.   

It will resume next Sunday, December 2. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending”  green hymnal #27 

 

SERMON 

“Praying for the End” 
 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 
 

 

This is the 

first and most 
important 

point, that all 

our prayers 
must be based 

on obedience 

to God, re-
gardless of 

our person, 

whether we 

are sinners or 
righteous 

people, wor-

thy or unwor-
thy...For by 

his Word, 

God testifies 
that our 

prayer is 

heartily 

pleasing to 
him and will 

assuredly be 

heard and 
granted, so 

that we may 

not despise it, 

cast it to the 
winds, or 

pray uncer-

tainly. 
 

~ Martin Lu-

ther, Large 
Catechism 
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Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending” … Jeffrey Blersch 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Every good 

gift and every 

perfect gift is 
from above, 

coming down 

from the Fa-

ther of lights 
with whom 

there is no 

variation or 
shadow due 

to change. 

Of his own 
will, he 

brought us 

forth by the 

word of truth, 
that we 

should be a 

kind of 
firstfruits of 

his creatures. 

 

~ James  
 1:17-18 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  

C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 

eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 

his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

Every one 
who hears the 
peal in the 
call is in-
fected with 
the same 
yearning and 
joins in: 
“Come, Lord 
Jesus.”  
 
Living as a 
Christian is 
living with 
this yearn-
ing...Christia
nity means 
living in a 
fantastic 
drama. It’s 
something 
that’s hap-
pening right 
now. God is 
in the middle 
of saving and 
re-
establishing 
the creation 
that has been 
subjected to a 
catastrophe. I 
am in the 
middle of this, 
God’s fantas-
tic achieve-
ment. 
 
(continued 

next page) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

 
I have heard 
the invitation. 
I’ve met the 
Master who 
was on His 
way and 
called me and 
said He must 
visit me in my 
house. I’ve 
been thirsty 
and have been 
able to drink 
from the well 
with the water 
of life...He 
comes every 
day. He comes 
invisibly, and 
yet I can hear 
His voice. He 
comes se-
cretly, and yet 
I noticed that 
He’s there. He 
comes every 
morning with 
a new day of 
mercy. And 
He’ll come on 
the great day 
with an eter-
nity of mercy. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 
 To Live 

With Christ 
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the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use the 

steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought to 

you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those not commun-

ing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 

joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-

Christ gave 
us the Lord’s 
prayer to 
teach us how 
to pray 
against our-
selves—that 
is against our 
feeling that 
the promise 
had failed us. 
Luther taught 
this form of 
offensive 
prayer in the 
Small Cate-
chism…we 
seek grace, 
that is Christ, 
who has al-
ready take 
our sins and 
forgiven us—
in order that 
the good can 
flow from us 
by the Holy 
Spirit (not by 
the law). This 
is a prayer 
against our 
old selves, 
and for 
Christ’s 
promise to 
rule. 
 
~ Stephen D. 

Paulson, 

Lutheran 
Theology 
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dous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith, 

binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and salva-

tion. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” 

 

 

 
 

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”  green hymnal #443 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The grace of God 
has appeared, 
bringing salva-
tion for all peo-
ple, training us 
to renounce un-
godliness and 
worldly pas-
sions, and to live 
self-controlled, 
upright, and 
godly lives in 
the present age, 
waiting for our 
blessed hope, the 
appearing of the 
glory of our 
great God and 
Savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave 
himself for us to 
redeem us form 
all lawlessness 
and to purify for 
himself a people 
for his own pos-
session who are 
zealous for good 
works. 
 
~ Titus  
  2:11-14 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Come, Lord Jesus” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Heavenly 
Father, I 
thank you 
for the gifts 
of life and 
salvation 
you have 
bestowed 
upon me 
this day. 
Fed, freed, 
and for-
given, may 
I long for 
the return 
of your 
Son, pray 
diligently 
for the end 
of all 
things 
knowing it 
will truly 
be the be-
ginning of 
all things 
holy, good, 
and beauti-
ful. In 
Christ’s 
name, I 
pray. 
Amen. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending” … Jacob B. Weber 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei 

Lector: (9:00) Grace Mueller 

           (11:00) Craig Bergendorf 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames 

Acolytes: (9:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Olivia Fernstaedt;  
       Taylor Halverson 
      (11:00) Nathan Contreras 
Elder: (9:00) Robb Halverson 

  (11:00) Gordon Schalow 

Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening;  

   Ken Rodemeier 

    (11:00) Al Lippert 

Communion Assistant: 

     (9:00) Vicky Radunz 

   (11:00) Marge Gausewitz 

Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Kay Krall 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Children’s Catechist Ivan Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


