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All things are yours . . .  

. . . and you are Christ’s. 

Dear Zion, 
 
 “All things are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is 
God’s” (1 Cor. 3:22-23).  What the apostle Paul wrote to the church 
in Corinth almost 2000 years ago still holds true today.  Everything 
done in the church is for you, whoever you may be and wherever 
you have been.  How can it be otherwise in the household of God, 
who gave up His own Son for you? 
 
 On the following pages, you will find four words that high-
light what God is doing at Zion: liturgy, outreach, catechumenate, and 
mercy.  Some of those words may be very new to you; others will 
seem familiar.  Zion will explore each of these four words in a varie-
ty of ways from now through May. To learn more about them, just 
turn the page.   
 
 It is all for you, because you are not your own.  You belong to 
Christ, for whom the Father created all things.  For the proof of it, 
just lay a hand on your heart, and then remember His blood, shed 
for you.  He and you belong together, and through Him, you belong 
with God!   Peace! 

       
The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Senior Pastor   



 Liturgy is simple: it is receiving the gifts of God.   
 

 What are the gifts of God?  They are the Word of God and 
whatever He attaches to it, such as water, bread, and wine.  When 
God attaches His Word to something, it changes that thing, turning 
it into a little place where Jesus lives and works (even you!).  
  

 When do we receive these gifts?  We receive them whenever 
we hear and trust God’s Word and use it to call on Him in prayer.  It 
happens at worship; in daily devotion at home or with friends; or in 
conversation at work, school, and wherever we may be. 
 

 Liturgy is simple: it is God speaking His Word and giving His 
gifts through worship and devotion. 
  

Liturgy       receiving the gifts 

Outreach            sharing the gifts 

 Outreach is sharing the gifts of God with others.   
 
 How does it happen?  God sends His Church to share the 
Word with the whole world.  His Holy Spirit works through the 
voice and efforts of all His people, both together and individually. 
 
 What are some things we do?  Invitation, conversation, mis-
sionary support, and media are all avenues for sharing the Word. 
 
 Outreach is what it sounds like: reaching out!   



Catechumenate           learning the gifts 

Mercy                   being a gift 

 Catechumenate may look like a new word, but it is an old 
word for the Church.   Pronounced ka-teh-CUE-meh-net, it comes 
from the word catechumen, or “learner.” 
 
 What is it?  The catechumenate is the path of learning God’s 
Word.  More than just “studying,” it is daily conversion, being re-
newed and formed for a life of faith, hope, and love in Jesus Christ. 
 
 How does it happen?  Learning the Bible and catechism are 
the core, along with absorbing the moral vision and devotional prac-
tices of the Church.  Sunday School, Bible studies, confirmation, 
adult membership classes—these are all part of the path. 
 
 Catechumenate is enjoying the gifts and learning from them.   

 Mercy is being a gift as we serve and love our neighbors.   
 
 How does it happen?  Jesus lives by pouring Himself out for 
the needs of His creation.  God gives that life to His Church, and so 
the Church lives as Jesus lives, pouring itself out in good works. 
 
 What are some things we do?  Generosity, feeding the poor, 
visiting the sick, using our earth wisely—all these things are mercy! 
 
 Mercy is helping, caring, and loving as God has loved us.   



December: Liturgy 
Advent and Christmas 

 During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, Zion’s preach-
ing and teaching will focus on liturgy. 

“Receiving the Gifts!” 
(Sunday Sermon Series) 

 
Dec. 2:  “Jesus with His Saints”   
Liturgy is the coming of Jesus. 
 
Dec. 9: “Fruits of Repentance” 
Liturgy is repentance and faith.   
 
Dec. 16: “Good News Preached!” 
Liturgy is the Word of God. 
 
Dec. 23: “A Body Prepared” 
Liturgy is the Body of Christ. 

 
Saturdays, 5:15 p.m. 
Sundays, 9 & 11 a.m. 

“Hosanna!  Advent at the Altar” 
(Wednesday Sermon Series) 

 
Holy Communion has three tradition-
al hymns.  Each one teaches us about 
the Lord’s advent: 
 
Dec. 5:  Sanctus 
Singing “Holy!” at the Altar 
 
Dec. 12: Agnus Dei 
Singing to the Lamb at the Altar 
 
Dec. 19: Nunc Dimittis 
Taking the Altar’s Song with Us. 
 

Wednesdays, 10 a.m.  &  6:30 p.m. 

Weekly Bible Study 
 

Sunday, Dec 2, 9, 16, 23 (10:15 a.m).:  “Christ the Servant.”  Christ wants you to see 
Him as your servant—are you surprised?  The liturgy is full of surprises . . . .  
 

Tuesday, Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 4, 11, 18 (9 a.m.): “Word-Made-Flesh.”  The Sunday lit-
urgy is soaked with Holy Scripture!  Come and learn this “word-made-flesh.” 
 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast, starting Nov. 29 (7 a.m.): The Book of Acts.  What was 
“liturgy” for the early Church?  How does it help us today? 



January-February: Outreach 
Epiphany 

 During the season of Epiphany, Zion’s preaching and teaching 
will focus on outreach. 

“Christ the Servant,” taken from  
from Zion’s chapel altarpiece 

Sunday Study (10:15 a.m.): 
“What If Someone Says . . . ” 

 
People have doubts and criticisms of 
our faith.  How do we respond?  Each 
Sunday will take a different challenge 
to the Christian faith and provide 
simple, faithful, and compassionate 
answers. 
 

Jan. 6: There’s no proof of God. 

Jan. 13: If God exists, He’s no good. 

Jan. 20: I don’t believe in “one way.” 

Jan. 27: Fellowship; bring a friend! 

Feb. 3: I like God, but not church.  

Feb. 10: I don’t believe in miracles. 

Feb. 17: Christians are bad people/ 
 Christians are judgmental. 

Feb. 24: Fellowship; bring a friend! 

Mar. 3: “That’s just what you say.”   

 

You are free to bring and share your 
questions, or you are free to sit quiet-
ly and listen.  No one will have to 
read aloud.  Just come and enjoy! 

“Sharing the Gifts!” 
(Saturday/Sunday Sermon Series) 

 

Epiphany is a season of gifts!  The 
wise men brought gifts, and Jesus is 
the gift.  How does God share the 
gifts through you?  Topics TBA.   
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Live Broadcast, WSAU 550 AM,  Sundays at 9:00 am. 
Sunday listeners may also visit www.wsau.com  

and click “Listen Now.” 


