A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Holy Father,
though I am
your child
washed in the
waters of baptism, I still see
and smell sin
in and about
me. By your
Spirit, continue to sanctify my heart,
my attitudes,
my affections,
my actions,
and my life
that I would
be wholly devoted to You.
Remind me
this day of
why I am here
and what you
have done for
me. In Christ’s
name I pray.
Amen.

The Second Sunday in Advent
December 9, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
When we think about repentance, we often think of our personal sorrow for sin and what needs to be done for the amendment of life. This is true but not complete. Biblical repentance
clings to Jesus Christ, because God Himself is working repentance in you. You have been marked with the cross of Christ in
baptism and God—Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit—has placed
His name upon you. And so we repent knowing the Spirit is
producing fruit we never thought possible, namely, faith.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Bob and Marilyn Stankowski in
memory of her parents, Ehard and Leona Liesch; brother, Dale; and sister-inlaw, Sharon Liesch.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2019 will be available later in December.

More On the Sermon Series, “Liturgy: Receiving the Gifts”
Liturgy, a term that means public service, is God’s service to His people
through word and sacrament. More than a formal order of worship used on
Sundays, it refers to the various gifts by which God gives Himself to the Church:
preaching and teaching, Scripture, Baptism, Communion, and praise and prayer.
Wherever you find these gifts, God is at work. They are His liturgy.
We participate in this liturgy both as a congregation and as individuals
or families. As a congregation, we gather for communal worship. As individuals and families, we practice home and personal devotion. Both are liturgy.
Wherever we hear and trust God’s word, God is opening His heart to share His
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.
A living congregation is therefore a liturgical congregation, that is, a
congregation that loves to receive God’s gifts and trusts in them. Likewise, the
best worship and devotion is liturgical, that is, worship and devotion that sets
our hearts on the Lord’s word and sacraments alone.
This Advent, as we prepare again for the coming of the Lord, we immerse
ourselves in the gift and blessing of liturgy, for it is there that our Lord comes to
us even today.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
A Collection of Hymns for Advent II

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

The law
therefore is
the boundary—the
frontier—in
which God
meets man. It
is the line of
death for the
self’s will to
live and of the
self’s thirst
for life. Here,
in the law,
the living
God and the
living self
collide. The
law reveals,
but only in
the secrecy of
a person’s self
-insight,
when he realizes that God
and man are
not once and
that, indeed,
they are mortal enemies.
~ Hans J.
Iwand, The
Righteousness of
Faith According to
Luther

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Repentance,
in other
words, is
where it all
starts – good,
old-fashioned
sorrow over
sin, a change
of heart that
leads to a
changed life,
a turning
from sin to
serve the living God. Repentance that
turns from
sinning to
loving God
with all our
heart, soul,
mind, and
strength and
then loving
our neighbor
as ourselves.
That’s repentance for you.
It is literally
for you, because through
Baptism you
are born
again to a
whole new
life in Christ.
That new life
is by definition a life of
repentance…

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P:

Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Prepare the Royal Highway” green hymnal #26

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the
way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be
enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . It means
the old Adam
in us should,
by daily contrition and
repentance,
be drowned
and die with
all sins and
evil desires
and that a
new man
should daily
emerge. Because we live
by faith in
Jesus Christ
in righteousness and purity, we rid
ourselves of
“filthiness
and rank
growth of
wickedness.”
~ Harold L.
Senkbeil,
Where in
the World is
God? p. 53

One can very
easily become
a better person in a
moral sense,
casting off
evil habits
and struggling against
one’s faults,
without being
repentant.
This is what
Jesus called
putting
patches on old
garments. It
is not enough
even to be
concerned for
the commandments
of God. The
Pharisees
were that too.
But they were
not repentant. When
we repent in
the biblical
manner, then
we also become better
people. But
this is a consequence of
repentance,
not penitence
itself…

CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00 a.m.)
“Lift Up Your Heads, O Gates”

… David vonKampen

OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3:1-7b
1“Behold,

I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former
years. 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those
who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in
his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust
aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.
6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I
will return to you, says the LORD of hosts.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 66:1-12
Choir/ Be joyful in God, ′all you lands;*
L:
sing the glory of his name; | sing the glory ′of his praise.
C:

Say to God, “How awesome ′are your deeds!*
Because of your great strength your enemies ′cringe before you.
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Choir/ All the earth bows ′down before you,*
L:
sings to you, sings ′out your name.”
C:

Come now and see the ′works of God,*
how wonderful he is in his doing ′toward all people.

Choir/ He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through
L:
the wa′ter on foot,*
and there we re′joiced in him.
C:

In his might he rules forever; |
his eyes keep watch o′ver the nations;*
let no rebel rise ′up against him.

Choir/ Bless our ′God, you peoples;*
L:
make the voice of his praise ′to be heard,
C:

who holds our ′souls in life,*
and will not allow our ′feet to slip.

Choir/ For you, O ′God, have proved us;*
L:
you have purified ′us like silver.
C:

You brought us in′to the snare;*
you laid heavy burdens up′on our backs.

Choir/ You let enemies ride over our heads; |
L:
we went through ′fire and water,*
but you brought us out into a place ′of refreshment.
All:

Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
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. . . To repent
means, therefore, to come to
Jesus. In the
early church it
meant first to
be baptized. If
one is already
baptized, it
means to come
to church, to
the Word, to
the Holy Communion, to a
new life in
fellowship
with Christ.
~ Bo Giertz,
Preaching
from the
Whole Bible,
pp. 134-135

I used to
think the
main motivation for
Christian
living was a
thankful
heart. Because of what
Jesus did for
me on His
cross, I was
supposed to
thank Him by
living a holy
life. Of
course it’s
true that the
depth of
Christ’s saving love
ought to
move our
heart to
thanks and
our lives to
service . . .
The love
which
prompts us to
thankful service to others
is not our
own. It is the
very love of
Christ Himself, continually extended
and dispensed
to us in the
proclamation
of His Word...

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2-11
2Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for
me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart,
for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and
more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.
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C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and
his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah
the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become
level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7He said
therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the
crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none,
and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came
to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And
he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he
said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by
false accusation, and be content with your wages.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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… and the
administration of His
Sacraments.
Every deed of
kindness,
each work of
love which
you and I do
for our fellow
man is not
our own. It is
the work
which Jesus
Christ does,
using us as
His instruments . . . I
discovered
over and over
again that a
thankful heart
wasn’t
enough to get
me to lead a
holy life . . .
That’s why
the solution
for Christian
living is the
same as the
solution for
sin: the forgiveness of
sins.
~ Harold
Senkbeil,
Dying to
Live, p. 162

For our salvation’s sake,
we can and
should hear
what God
says and listen to His
voice. We can
speak to Him
in prayer.
The Bible, the
divine service, and
daily devotion
all belong to
the life of a
Christian. We
can also do
our best to
practice putting into action what we
hear. This is
what John
told people to
do when they
asked him for
advice. What
is most important, however, is something we cannot do. We
can’t achieve
faith and new
life. God
must create
that.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
with Christ

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” green hymnal #36

SERMON
“Fruits of Repentance”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
Variations on “Puer Nobis”
(“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”) … Michael Burkhardt

Let this be the
first and most
important
point, that all
our prayers
must be based
and rest upon
obedience to
God, regardless of who we
are, whether
we are sinners or
saints, worthy or unworthy. We must
know that
God will not
have our
prayer treated
as a joke. But
he will be angry and punish all who do
not pray, just
as surely as
He punishes
all other disobedience.
Furthermore,
He will not
allow our
prayers to be
in vain or
lost.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large Catechism, Part
III.17

Please stand.
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It is in sanctification that
the power of
our Lord Jesus Christ is
best shown,
for it is Jesus
who provides
the power to
put off the old
man and put
on the new. If
you are to get
rid of your
wicked
thoughts, if
you are to
quench your
evil desires, if
you are to
succeed in
overcoming
your old sinful habits,
verily, there
is no other
help for this
in heaven or
on earth than
that provided
by Jesus
only...His
merit is complete and perfect, and He
has arranged
that the merit
imputed to
you at once
and immediately in justification...

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

...shall also
gradually be
wrought in
you in sanctification. Jesus
has not only
stood in your
stead as a just
man who had
his delight in
God’s commandments
and whose
righteousness
is imputed to
you as though
you had always been
just, but He
has also
brought about
that you actually become
just and obtain more and
more delight
in God’s law
according to
the inner
man.
~ Henric
Schartau,
The Order
of Grace
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Christ has
received this
majesty, according to
His humanity, at the
right hand of
God’s majesty
and power. So
also, according to His
received human nature
and with the
same, He can
be, and also
is, present
where He
wants to be.
He is present
especially in
His Church
and congregation on
earth as Mediator, Head,
King, and
High Priest.
This presence
is not a part,
or only one
half of Him.
Christ’s entire person is
present...He
has instituted
His Holy
Supper for
the certain
assurance
and confirmation of this...

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

...so that He will
be with us, and
dwell, work, and
be effective in us
also according to
that nature from
which He has
flesh and
blood…He has
promised them
that not only
His mere divinity would be
with them. But
Christ promised
that He—He,
the man who has
spoken with
them, who has
experienced all
tribulations in
His received human nature, and
who can therefore have sympathy with us, as
with men and
His brethren—
will be with us
in all our troubles also according to the nature
by which He is
our brother and
we are flesh of
His flesh.
~ Solid Declaration, Article
VIII.78 &87

15

These are my
words that I
spoke to you
while I was
still with you,
that everything written
about me in
the Law of
Moses and
the Prophets
and the
Psalms must
be fulfilled...
Thus it is
written, that
the Christ
should suffer
and on the
third day rise
form the dead,
and that repentance for
the forgiveness of sins
should be proclaimed in his
name to all
nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of
these things.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (printed below)

~ Luke 24:4448

“The Advent of Our God” green hymnal #22
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (“The Magnificat”)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Prepare the Royal Highway”

… Paul Manz
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A Prayer as
You Go
Gracious
Lord, I am
humbled and
so thankful
for your mercies I have
received this
day. Though I
am sinful
through and
through, you
consider me
pure, holy,
and ever
yours because
you baptized
me. You have
forgiven me
this day. Help
me to bear
fruit in keeping with repentance, that
others who
don’t believe
may see your
good works
shining
through me,
and so believe and be
saved by
your mercy
too. Amen.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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