A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Lord, you
brought to
light the eternal fabric of
the universe,
and created
the world.
From generation to generation you are
faithful, righteous in judgment, glorious
in might and
majesty, wise
in what you
have created,
prudent in
what you have
everywhere; to
trust in you is
to know your
loving kindness.
~ Clement of
Rome, before
100 A.D.

The Third Sunday in Advent
December 16, 2018 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Languishing in prison, holy John
the Baptist wondered if Jesus “was the one,” God’s anointed
servant and king. Our Lord’s answer to him not only comforted John, but it also consoles us: He has come to make the
whole earth new, His “good news preached to the poor.” That
preaching of the good news lies at the heart of God’s service to
His people, and today’s liturgy is part of that life-giving, sanctifying service.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored anonymously by a friend who appreciates Zion’s radio broadcasts.
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
 The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2019 will be available soon.
The Blessing of Advent
Many people . . . are surprised, even baffled, to learn that we do not sing
Christmas hymns or decorate churches until December 24. The month of December is spent, instead, in the observance of a somewhat mysterious season called
Advent.
The season of Advent has prime teaching significance because its themes
are: (1) the darkness of a world condemned, given over by God to its own sin, and
(2) the advancing rays of the Daystar, the One Who comes into such a world to
bear its sin away—God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God.
The Church emphasizes the Advent season as time to look very seriously
into the darkness of our situation before leaping too quickly or too cheaply into
the light. Advent is a time for focusing on the gravity of the human predicament
which the Lamb of God took upon Himself, the broken condition of the world in
which the Word as made flesh.
Advent is more representative of the Church’s life than any other season. In
a very real sense, the Christian community lives in Advent all the time; it is “The
Time Between” (W.H. Auden). The people of God live at the very frontier of the
ages—The Time Between the first coming of Christ, incognito in the stable in Bethlehem, and His second coming in glory, to judge the living and the dead. In The
Time Between, our lives are hidden with Christ in God; “when Christ, Who is our
life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:3-4).
Advent contains within itself the perfect balance of the now and the not-yet;
the hiddenness, suffering and pain of the Christian life in this world now is held in
dynamic tension with the promise of future glory which is yet to come. In the Advent tension, the Church lives its life.
~ Church of St. Michael and St. George, Clayton, MO, 1996 A.D.
Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
A Collection of Hymns for Advent III

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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As soon as
the Church
passes the
“half way”
mark of Advent or Lent,
it decks the
Lord’s table
with rose, a
bright color
of joy. It signifies the joy
of faith as we
see the Great
Day getting
closer: the
Day of the
Lord’s arrival, the
Lord’s victory, and our
salvation.
Like the rosy
light of dawn,
the light of
the Lord’s
favor is shining on His
Church—on
you!—this
day and always.

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P:

Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Hark, The Glad Sound!” green hymnal #35

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our
prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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Our Lord
Jesus Christ
sent His
apostles to
teach His people, and He
commanded
His people to
listen
(Matthew
28:19-20).
Since the
apostles
taught from
both the Old
Testament
and the holy
words of
Christ Himself, we have
three readings in the
liturgy of
Holy Communion: one
from the Old
Testament,
one from the
apostles (the
epistles), and
one from the
words of
Christ (the
gospels). The
liturgy connects us with
the teaching
and preaching of the
apostles still
today.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“Traditional French Carol”

… arr. Susan E. Geschke

OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 3:14-20
14Sing

aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult
with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken
away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never
again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not,
O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17The LORD your God is in
your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you
with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you
with loud singing. 18I will gather those of you who mourn for the
festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that
time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you in, at the
time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85
L:

You have been gracious to your ′land, O LORD;*
you have restored the good for′tune of Jacob.

C:

You have forgiven the iniquity ′of your people*
and blotted out ′all their sins.

L:

You have withdrawn ′all your fury*
and turned yourself from your wrathful ′indignation.
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C:

Restore us then, O ′God our Savior;*
let your anger de′part from us.

L:

Will you be displeased with ′us forever?*
Will you prolong your anger from ′age to age?

C:

Will you not give us ′life again,*
that your people may re′joice in you?

L:

Show us your mer′cy, O LORD,*
and grant us ′your salvation.

C:

I will listen to what the LORD ′God is saying,*
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people |
and to those who turn their ′hearts to him.

L:

Truly, his salvation is very near to ′those who fear him,*
that his glory may dwell ′in our land.

C:

Mercy and truth have ′met together;*
righteousness and peace have ′kissed each other.

L:

Truth shall spring up ′from the earth,*
and righteousness shall look ′down from heaven.

C:

The LORD will indeed ′grant prosperity,*
and our land will ′yield its increase.

L:

Righteousness shall ′go before him,*
and peace shall be a pathway ′for his feet.

All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
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The lighting
of an Advent
wreath during the Advent Season
is a Christian
ceremony
which has
come down to
us from about
the time of
Martin Luther. As before the birth
of Christ the
light of
prophecy concerning His
advent and
His redemptive work became brighter
and brighter,
so the nearer
we come in
the church
year to the
feast of His
Nativity the
greater the
amount of
light from the
Advent
wreath.
~ Pr. Paul
H.D. Lang,
Ceremony
and Celebration

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4-7
4Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 7th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
18The

disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John,
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying,
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
20And when the men had come to [Jesus], they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or
shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people
of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were
19calling
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blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid
clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
27This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger
before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28I tell
you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Gift better
than his God
no man can
see.
This gift doth
here the giver
given bestow;
Gift to this
gift let each
receiver be.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P:

Gift better
than himself
God doth not
know;

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
9

God is my
gift, himself
he freely gave
me;
God’s gift am
I, and none
but God shall
have me.
~ Robert
Southwell,
1561-1595
A.D.

We encourage
tithing at our
church, not as
a legalism,
but as a
means of
grace. Indeed,
not just tithing, but what
our pastor
terms,
“hilarious
generosity,”
to the church,
to the poor, to
worthy Godcentered
causes.
Why? First,
God is worthy of our
best. Giving
is an act of
worship that,
at its best,
reflects a
genuine response to
God’s many
gifts to us,
including the
gift of his
Son. Perhaps
the proper
question to
ask isn’t
“how much of
my income do
I need to give
to God?”

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

but . . .
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SERMON
“Good News Preached!”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
(9:00) “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”

… arr. Tyleen Stults

(11:00) “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” … James L. Brauer
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. . . of all God
has entrusted
to me, how
much can I
justify spending on myself?” Second,
the needs are
great. It doesn’t take much
analysis to
notice that
small shifts in
our own consumption can
make a huge
difference in
the lives of
many who are
in need. Finally, giving,
with tithing
as a discipline, helps
us unhook
from the
grasp of our
materialistic
culture. Give
until it
hurts? No,
give until it
helps!
~ Margaret
McKinly,
Elder,
Narberth
Presbyterian
Church,
Narbert, Pa

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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O Emmanuel,
our King and
Law-giver, the
Expected One
of the Gentiles, and their
Savior; come
to save us, O
Lord our God!
~ The Seventh
Great O
Antiphon of
Advent

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Santa Claus
never died for
anybody.
~ Craig
Wilson

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” green hymnal #25
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” green hymnal #29
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (“The Magnificat”)
A Prayer
as You Go
O God, our
Father in
heaven,
grant unto
Thy beloved
congregation that,
remembering her own
unrighteousness and
corruption,
she may
take no offence at the
lowly presence and the
despised
word of her
only King,
the Just, the
Helper, Jesus Christ;
but always
rejoice in
His wonderful advent,
and receive
and accept
Him in pure
and ready
hearts.
Amen.
~ J.K.
Wilhelm
Loehe

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
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POSTLUDE
“Postlude on Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
… Benjamin Kolodziej

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Lector: (9:00) Grace Mueller
(11:00) Dave Gisselman
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Acolyte: (9:00) Taylor Halverson
(11:00) Nathan Contreras
Elder: (9:00) Ken Rodemeier
(11:00) Karla Westcott
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Sally Christoffersen
(11:00) Dave Gisselman
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Vicky Radunz
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
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