A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
O God, you
know how
fragile is our
human
nature,
wounded as
it is by sin.
Help your
people to enter upon the
lenten
journey
strengthened
by the power
of your word,
so that we
may be victorious over the
seductions of
the Evil One
and reach the
paschal feast
in the joy of
the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
~ Italian
sacramentary

The First Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2019 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. As our Lord Jesus Christ fasted
and prayed in the desert, the devil came and tempted Him to
forsake His Father and divine mission. To each of those temptations, our Lord gave a resolute, “NO!” There is both a no
and a yes to the Christian life, and as we begin our Lenten journey, we will learn about both of them. Each one is spoken by
God on our behalf, and then given to us to speak with Him, a
source of protection, guidance, and comfort.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s radio broadcast is sponsored in memory of their aunt, Marian Wozniczka, by Pat and Eldon Pagel, Sandy and Herman Hintz, Terry and Annette Lach,
Sue and Gary Wolslegel, and Richard and Barb Gaulke.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. There are many open dates for you to sponsor. The charts are by the
stairs by the northwest entry.

Sermon Series on the Catechumenate
Pronounced ka-teh-CUE-meh-net, it comes from the word catechumen, or “learner.”
It is the Church’s way of being taught by God, and will be our focus for preaching
this Lent. Here’s what one pastor and teacher says about it:
“The catechumenate is not new. What is more, its deepest themes and characteristics are not new to Lutherans. Of course, there is a certain newness. We are
newly aware that the churches of the earliest centuries developed a process for
teaching the faith and leading adults and their families to baptism and to communal life in Christ. We are ourselves newly excited about the strengths of this
catechumenal process when we understand that our congregations are mission
churches surrounded by people greatly in need of basic formation in the faith.
And we are newly challenged to rethink current Lutheran parish practice as we
compare what we have been doing recently with the shape of this ancient missionary process. But the process itself is not new: it has a depth of history behind it, a rooted sense of the seriousness of baptizing, which was alive especially in the early years of Christianity and in every place of Christian mission.
And the strengths of the catechumenal process are not new to Lutherans: many
of its key elements have long been cornerstones of Lutheran theology and practice.”
~ Gordon Lathrop, Welcome to Christ

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Partita on “Ein Feste Burg” (A Mighty Fortress is Our God)
… Michael D. Costello

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and face the baptismal font.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to
your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Therefore,
when we rise
from our sin
or repent, we
are merely
returning to
the power and
the faith of
Baptism from
which we fell,
and finding
our way back
to the promise
then made to
us, which we
deserted
when we
sinned. For
the truth of
the promise
once made
remains
steadfast, always ready to
receive us
back with
open arms
when we return.
~ Martin
Luther

Worship in
Lent begins
with a procession from font
to altar,
wrapping
around the
congregation,
picturing for
us the Christian’s journey
from death to
resurrection,
which is the
journey of the
whole congregation in
Christ. In
Baptism we
are buried
with Christ
that we may
also rise with
Him; in Holy
Communion,
we receive the
Risen One for
whom we are
baptized, a
foretaste of
the feast to
come. Thus
the Christian
Church lives
its whole life
“between font
and altar.”

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

INTROIT
L:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

L:

Because you have made the LORD your ′dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my ′refuge—

C:

no evil shall be allowed to be′fall you,*
no plague come ′near your tent.

L:

For he will command his angels con′cerning you*
to guard you in ′all your ways.

C:

On their hands they will ′bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a′gainst a stone.
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L:

You will tread on the lion and the ′adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample ′underfoot.

C:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

L:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

KYRIE
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
The early
church
bishop,
Augustine,
offered the
newly baptized no illusions about
life on the far
side of baptism. Using
Exodus imagery, he reminded them
that while
they had indeed crossed
the Red Sea,
they had yet
to enter the
Promised
Land; that
while they
need not fear
a rear-guard
attack from
enemies
drowned in
the Red Sea of
the font, desert wanderings still lay
ahead of
them . . .

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come: through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 26:1-11
1“When

you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it,
2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which
you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you,
and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that
the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there.
3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say
to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into
the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4Then the
priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before
the altar of the LORD your God. 5“And you shall make response be6

fore the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father.
And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number,
and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And
the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us
hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and
the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. 8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with
signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I
bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have
given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God
and worship before the LORD your God. 11And you shall rejoice in
all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your
house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
L:

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand
of the throne of God.

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b-13
8b“The

word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is,
the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and
is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him
will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all
who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”
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. . . On this
desert sojourn,
they would
face the same
mix of joy and
temptation
that the Jewish
people had
faced. They
too would eat
“manna,” both
the bread of the
altar and the
bread of God’s
word. They
too would
drink from “a
cup sweetened
by wood,” the
wood of the
cross. They
too would face
serpents’
venom and be
healed by gazing at the medicinal cross of
Christ. They
too would face
enemies and
defeat them
with prayer,
with arms uplifted and
stretched out
in the Sign of
the Cross.
~ William
Harmless,
Augustine
and the
Catechumenate

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
But imitate
Christ at all
times, signing your forehead with
sincerity.
This is the
sign of His
passion,
shown and
proven
against the
devil, if you
make it with
faith, not in
order to be
seen by others, but
knowingly
setting it forward as a
shield. For,
when the adversary sees
that its power
comes from
the heart, because it
shows forth
publicly the
image of baptism, he is
put to flight .
..

Please stand.

VERSE
L:

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil.

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.

1And

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2for forty days, being
tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And
when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”
4And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him up and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, “To
you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall
you serve.’” 9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,’ 11and “‘On their
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone.’” 12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put
the Lord your God to the test.’” 13And when the devil had ended
every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.
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P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” green hymnal #229

SERMON
“Learning the ‘No’ ”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
P:

In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.
As the holy apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves
you,” and “As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Living with him and with his people, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
How are you named?

Sponsors: Benjamin Paul.
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. . . He flies,
not because of
your spittle,
but because
the Spirit
within you
blows him
away. When
Moses made
this sign,
rubbing the
blood of the
slain paschal
lamb on the
lintels of the
doorposts, he
signified the
faith which
we now have
in the perfect
Lamb.
~ Hippolytus,
The Apostolic Tradition

P:

[Baptism is] a
shield against
all assaults of
the scornful
enemy, and
answer to the
sins that disturb the conscience, an
antidote for
the dread of
death and
judgment,
and a comfort
in every
temptation.
~ Martin
Luther,
The Bapylonian Captivity of the
Church

Benjamin Paul, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon
your  head and upon your  heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services
of God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,
and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you
should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for
his instruction in the Christian faith that, living in the promise
of Holy Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may
lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. Is it your intention to serve Benjamin Paul as sponsors of this Christian faith?

Sponsors: Yes, with the help of God.
P:

God enable you to will and to do this faithful and loving work
and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

Benjamin Paul is taken to the font.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and
sustain us and all living things.
By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving
and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.
You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,
out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
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waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and
resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage
to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He hallowed water, making it a sign of
the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his
command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may
be given new life. Wash away his sin, and bring him forth an
inheritor of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please stand.
P: Benjamin Paul, do you renounce the devil?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce him.
P: Do you renounce all his works?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce all his ways?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
11

Their Baptism should
have been
called to their
minds again
and again
and their
faith constantly awakened and
nourished.
For just as
the truth of
this divine
promise, once
pronounced
over us, continues until
death, so our
faith in it
ought never
to cease, but
to be nourished and
strengthened
until death by
the continual
remembrance
of this promise made to us
in Baptism.
~ Martin
Luther,
The Babylonian Captivity of the
Church

Yet we must
not despair if
we are not
quickly rid of
the temptation. In fact,
we must
never assume
that we shall
have relief
from temptation as long
as we live.
We must accept temptation as nothing else but
an incentive
and admonition to
prayer, fasting, watching, laboring,
and to the
other disciplines to subdue the flesh,
especially to
the practice
and exercise
of faith in
God . . .

and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
P:

Benjamin Paul, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Benjamin Paul is carried to the altar steps. Please be seated.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you
P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the
power of sin and raising them up to a new life through this
holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Benjamin Paul:
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
Spirit of joy in your presence.
C: Amen
P:

Benjamin Paul, child of God, you have been sealed with the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
P:

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father
and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you
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have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness and strengthen them in your Holy Spirit, that they
may share eternally with their children the salvation you have
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member
of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may
proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same
heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of
God.
P:

Peace be with you.

Benjamin Paul is carried to his place in the congregation.
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . For that is
no great chastity which
enjoys peace
and quiet.
Real chastity
is the kind
which does
battle with
impurity,
struggles
against it, and
unceasingly
drives out all
the poison
injected by the
flesh and the
devil. Those
who think
they can check
temptation by
yielding to it
only arouse
themselves all
the more. And
even if the
temptation
lets up for a
time, it still
comes back
stronger at
another time
and finds
their nature
weaker than
before.
~ Martin
Luther,
Treatise on
Good
Works,
1520 A.D.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

… Jacob B. Weber

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
The Holy
Communion
is a fire which
inflames us,
that, like lions
breathing fire,
we may retire
from the altar
being made
terrible to the
Devil.
~ John Chrysostom, 347
-407 A.D.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” green hymnal #99
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” green hymnal #200
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
God,
by the
prayer and
discipline of
Lent
may we enter into the
mystery of
Christ's sufferings,
and by following in
his Way
come to
share in his
glory;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
~ Common
Worship:
Services
and Prayers
for the
Church of
England

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
Fughetta on “Ein Feste Burg” (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God)
… Michael D. Costello

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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