
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Gracious 
God, in the 
midst of 
tragedies—
whether 
global, na-
tional, or per-
sonal—Your 
mercy holds 
me fast. Di-
rect my mind 
and heart to 
You always, 
trusting in 
Your will for 
my life. May 
the repen-
tance You 
work in me 
lead me to 
show sympa-
thy for fellow 
suffering sin-
ners, this day 
and always. 
In Christ’s 
name. Amen. 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
March 24, 2019 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. 
People die by the unpredictable forces of nature and the 
machinations of man. Someone who dies in an earthquake is 
no better (or worse) than someone slain by Pilate’s secret 
forces. With death always looming, Jesus reminds us this week 
of the eternal consequences: “Unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish.” Repentance is fasting from our own self-
righteousness. Repentance is learning God’s “yes” to His will 
and “no” to sin and the devil. Repentance is the daily fast 
which kills you and makes you alive in Christ by His Spirit.  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Mark Alan Schuett 

(b. 3-24-53; d. 5-29-61) by his mother, Verna Schuett. 
 Today’s bulletins are sponsored in thankfulness for all of God’s blessings by 

Barb Ziebell and family. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent. 
 The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 

sign up.  There are many open dates for you to sponsor.  The charts are by the 
stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
This house is your children’s home, too.  Relax and enjoy your time here: 

 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words, 
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the 
action at the altar. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them 
to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with you!  I be-
lieve!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by following your lead. 

 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

 If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

“Rock of Ages” … John A. Behnke & Benjamin M. Culli 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and face the baptismal font. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of 

your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to 

your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Redeemer. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

We expect 
God to try us, 
not for our 
crimes, but 
for our better 
moments… 
none of us 
wants to deal 
with the real-
ity that, if we 
are judged for 
our crimes, 
and not for 
our better 
moments, 
none of us 
will escape 
punishment. 
One crime 
makes us a 
criminal. Our 
sins define 
us, as least so 
far as the law 
in concerned, 
until it meets 
its end… 
When our 
hope in works 
dries up, the 
rainstorm of 
the Gospel, 
justification 
through faith, 
is ready to 
start pouring. 
 
~ Wade 

Johnston, 
A.D. 2019   
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P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and 

justly deserved your punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your 

boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bit-

ter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

 

P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I for-

give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

Please stand. 
 

INTROIT 
Choir: For the LORD knows the way of the ′righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will ′perish. 
 

C: For you are not a God who delights in ′wickedness;* 

 evil may not ′dwell with you. 

 

Choir: The boastful shall not stand be′fore your eyes;* 

 you hate all evil′doers. 
 

C: You destroy those ′who speak lies;* 

 the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de′ceitful man. 

 

Choir: But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will         

en′ter your house.* 

 I will bow down toward your holy temple in the ′fear of 

you. 

 
 
 
...the Old 
Adam in us 
should by 
daily contri-
tion and re-
pentance be 
drowned and 
die with all 
sins and evil 
desires, and 
that a new 
man should 
daily emerge 
and arise to 
live before 
God in right-
eousness and 
purity for-
ever. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
Baptism—
Part III, 
A.D. 1529 



5 

 

 

C: Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my            

′enemies;* 

 make your way straight be′fore me. 

 

C: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

Choir: For the LORD knows the way of the ′righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will ′perish. 

 

KYRIE 
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kyrie is 
the acknowl-
edgement of 
gifts to be 
received with 
eager thank-
fulness and 
praise because 
the King is 
coming in 
His Word… 
 
~ Arthur A. 

Just. Jr., 
Heaven on 
Earth: The 
Gifts of 
Christ in 
the Divine 
Service, 
A.D. 2008 
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L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . O God, whose glory it is to have mercy, be gra-

cious to all who have gone astray from your ways and bring 

them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your word; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Ezekiel 33:7-20 
7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Is-

rael. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 

them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 

shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 

from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to 

turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person 

shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you 
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said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we 

rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, 

As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 

back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house 

of Israel? 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The right-

eousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he trans-

gresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by 

it when he turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not 

be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to 

the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his right-

eousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be 

remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14A-

gain, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he 

turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked 

restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and 

walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; 

he shall not die. 16None of the sins that he has committed shall be 

remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he 

shall surely live. 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 

just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 18When the righteous 

turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 
19And when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what 

is just and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of 

the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you ac-

cording to his ways.” 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God has not 
destined us for 
wrath but to 
obtain salva-
tion through 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who 
died for us so 
that whether 
we are awake 
or asleep we 
might live 
with him. 
 
~ 1 Thessalo-

nians 4:9-10 
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PSALM 85 
Choir: You have been gracious to your ′land, O LORD;* 

 you have restored the good for′tune of Jacob. 

 

C: You have forgiven the iniquity ′of your people* 

 and blotted out ′all their sins. 

 

Choir: You have withdrawn ′all your fury* 

 and turned yourself from your wrathful ′indignation. 

 

C: Restore us then O ′God our Savior;* 

 let your anger de′part from us. 

 

Choir: Will you be displeased with ′us forever?* 

 Will you prolong your anger from ′age to age? 

 

C: Will you not give us ′life again,* 

 that your people may re′joice in you? 

 

Choir: Show us your mer′cy, O LORD,* 

 and grant us ′your salvation. 

 

C: I will listen to what the LORD ′God is saying,* 

 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people | 

 and to those who turn their ′hearts to him. 

 

Choir: Truly, his salvation is very near to ′those who fear him,* 

 that his glory may dwell ′in our land. 

 

C: Mercy and truth have ′met together;* 

 righteousness and peace have ′kissed each other. 

 

Choir: Truth shall spring up ′from the earth,* 

 and righteousness shall look ′down from heaven. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He who 
searches the 
hearts knows 
what is the 
mind of the 
Spirit, be-
cause the 
Spirit inter-
cedes for the 
saints accord-
ing to the will 
of God. And 
we know that 
for those who 
love God all 
things work 
together for 
good, for 
those who are 
called accord-
ing to his 
purpose.  
 
~ Romans 

8:27-28 
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C: The LORD will indeed ′grant prosperity,* 

 and our land will ′yield its increase. 

 

Choir: Righteousness shall ′go before him,* 

 and peace shall be a pathway ′for his feet. 

 

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual 

food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from 

the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they 

were overthrown in the wilderness. 6Now these things took place 

as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do 

not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people 

sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not in-

dulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 

thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as 

some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, 

as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now 

these things happened to them as an example, but they were writ-

ten down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 

come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 

lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common 

to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 

your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way 

of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 

 
 
Though the 
fig tree 
should not 
blossom, nor 
fruit be on 
the vine, the 
produce of 
the olive fail 
and the fields 
yield no food, 
the flock be 
cut off from 
the fold and 
there be no 
herd in the 
stalls, yet I 
will rejoice in 
the LORD; I 
will take joy 
in the God of 
my salvation. 
 
~ Habakkuk 

3:17-18 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter. 

 
 
1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about 

the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were 

worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in 

this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all like-

wise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 

and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than 

all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 6And he told this parable: 

“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking 

fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, 

 
 

 
 

For three 

years, [Jesus] 
had spread 

His message 

on earth. He 

could say, 
For three 

years, I’ve 

been here 
looking for 

fruit on the 

trees. But I 

haven’t found 
any. The logi-

cal course of 

action would 

be to cut 
down the 
trees. That’s 
exactly what 
the Baptist 
had said at 
God’s com-
mand: the ax 
at the root of 
the tree. 
Every tree 
that doesn’t 
bear fruit will 
be cut down 
and thrown 
in the fire…. 
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for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 

find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he 

answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it 

and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   
(There is no Sunday School today.  Classes resume next Sunday,  
March 31.) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”  green hymnal #335 

 The choir sings stanza 1. 
 

SERMON 

“Learning to Fast” 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
P: In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us 

from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are born children of a fallen hu-

manity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God 

and inheritors of eternal life.  By water and the Holy Spirit we 

are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.  

As the holy apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves 

you,” and “As many as have been baptized into Christ have 

 
 
 
 
 
But there is 
Someone who 
interceded for 
the wretched 
fig tree. Jesus 
is speaking 
about Himself 
here...When 
Jesus went to 
Jerusalem, it 
was to make 
one last at-
tempt. The 
people were 
given a res-
pite. Jesus 
carried the 
burdens of 
His people 
and all of hu-
manity in His 
heart. He saw 
the danger, 
and would do 
His best to 
avert it. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
with 
Christ, 
A.D. 1974 
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put on Christ.”  Living with him and with his people, we grow 

in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 

 How are you named? 

 

Sponsors:  Shepard Elias. 

 

P: Shepard Elias, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your 

 head and upon your  heart to mark you as one redeemed 

by Christ the crucified.   

 

 In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Bap-

tism.  You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services 

of God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 

and the Ten Commandments.  As he grows in years, you 

should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for 

his instruction in the Christian faith that, living in the promise 

of Holy Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may 

lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.  Is it your inten-

tion to serve Shepard Elias as sponsors of this Christian faith? 

 

Sponsors:  Yes, with the help of God. 

 

P: God enable you to will and to do this faithful and loving work 

and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

 

Shepard Elias is taken to the font. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...baptism is 
not a human 
act of obedi-
ence to a law, 
it is God’s 
attack on sin 
by attacking 
the actual 
sinner; it is 
death. Once 
done, all that 
can be said is 
that you 
“have died” 
in the only 
way that mat-
ters —you 
have died to 
the ruler of 
the old Aeon, 
which is sin... 
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created heaven and earth.  By the gift of water you nourish and 

sustain us and all living things. 

 

 By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving 

and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.  

You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, 

out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.  In the 

waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Spirit.  By the baptism of his own death and 

resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage 

to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and free-

dom of everlasting life.  He hallowed water, making it a sign of 

the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.  In obedience to his 

command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may 

be given new life.  Wash away his sin, and bring him forth an 

inheritor of your glorious kingdom. 

 

 To you be given praise and honor and worship through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

P: Shepard Elias, do you renounce the devil? 

Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce him. 

P: Do you renounce all his works? 

Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce them. 

P: Do you renounce all his ways? 

Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce them. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without 
baptism we 
live with 
death loom-
ing in front 
of us; with 
baptism we 
live ecstati-
cally, death 
lies behind 
us and life 
blooms like 
an opening 
flower ahead. 
 
~ Steven D. 

Paulson, 
Lutheran 
Theology, 
A.D 2011  
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P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

P: Shepard Elias, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Shepard Elias is carried to the altar steps.  Please be seated. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you 

P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the 

power of sin and raising them up to a new life through this 

holy sacrament.  Pour your Holy Spirit upon Shepard Elias: the 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 

Spirit of joy in your presence. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptism… 
now saves 
you, not as a 
removal of 
dirt from the 
body but as 
an appeal to 
God for a 
good con-
science, 
through the 
resurrection 
of Jesus 
Christ… 
 
 ~ 1 Peter 

3:21 
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P: Shepard Elias, child of God, you have been sealed with the 

Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 

Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.   

P: O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father 

and mother of this child.  Let them ever rejoice in the gift you 

have given them.  Make them teachers and examples of right-

eousness and strengthen them in your Holy Spirit, that they 

may share eternally with their children the salvation you have 

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a mem-

ber of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we 

may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and 

redeeming Word to all the world. 

 

C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a 

fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same 

heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of 

God. 

 

P: Peace be with you. 

 

Shepard Elias is carried to his place in the congregation.  Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 

 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace” … Paul Bouman 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
But do not 
overlook this 
one fact, be-
loved, that 
with the Lord 
one day is as 
a thousands 
years, and a 
thousand 
years as one 
day. The Lord 
is not slow to 
fulfill his 
promise as 
some count 
slowness, but 
is patient to-
ward you, not 
wishing that 
nay should 
perish, but 
that all 
should reach 
repentance. 
 
~ 2 Peter  

3:8-9 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
L: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who 

by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the 

cross for our redemption.  May we who now receive his body 

and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and 

follow him. 

C: Amen 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 
 
 

Who receives 
this sacrament 
worthily? Fast-
ing and bodily 
preparation are 
certainly fine 
outward train-
ing. But that 
person is truly 
worthy and well 
prepared who 
has faith in these 
words: “Give 
and shed for you 
for the forgive-
ness of sins.” 
But anyone who 
does not believe 
these words or 
doubts them is 
unworthy and 
unprepared, for 
the words “for 
you” require all 
hearts to believe. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, On 
the Sacrament 
of the Altar, 
A.D. 1529 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

 

In the par-
able, the 
owner of the 
fig tree looked 
for fruit. He 
had a right to 
expect some 
after all he 
had done for 
the fig tree. 
And God has 
a right to ex-
pect fruit in 
us. He gave 
us His Son 
for a Savior 
and His Holy 
Spirit with 
His Word 
and grace, 
and He placed 
us right in 
the midst of 
His garden... 
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ACCLAMATION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Jesus tells us 
what that fruit 
is, “Unless you 
repent you will 
all likewise per-
ish.” True re-
pentance, with 
genuine fruits of 
repentance, a 
thoroughly 
godly life, that is 
the fruit God 
desires. 
 
~ Meditations 

on the Gos-
pels: Accord-
ing to His 
Word,  A.D. 
1948 
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Rock of Ages”  green hymnal #327 

 

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”  green hymnal #511 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
L: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin 

and a model of the godly life.  Enable us to receive him always 

with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 

 

 

 
 
 
Nothing that 
is possible is 
left undone to 
bring the sin-
ner to the 
fruit of repen-
tance...It is 
Jesus who 
uses every 
means of 
grace; we 
only receive 
and by receiv-
ing come to 
the fruitage of 
repentance 
and a new 
life...It is a 
fact that 
judgment is 
often pre-
ceded by an 
intensifica-
tion of grace. 
  
~ R.C.H. 

Lenski, In-
terpretation 
of Luke,  

 A.D. 1946 
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BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace” … Benjamin M. Culli 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
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Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: Zion Kantorei 
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Elder: Ken Rodemeier 

Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening;  
   Ken Rodemeier 
Communion Assistant: Grace Mueller 

Altar Guild: Dianne Ames; Janet Dettmering 

 

 
 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Lord, dear 
Father in 
heaven, how 
many times 
have You 
come looking 
for fruit and 
not finding 
any? And yet 
You let me 
remain in 
Your vine-
yard. Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
thank You for 
interceding. 
Help me seize 
the day to-
day, tomor-
row, and 
every other 
day as a day 
of grace and a 
gift from you. 
I know there 
is a good rea-
son for it be-
cause You 
gave it to me. 
Amen. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

A.D. 1974 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


