A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
We give glory
to you, Lord,
who raised up
your cross to
span the jaws
of death like a
bridge by
which souls
might pass
from the region of the
dead to the
land of the
living. Your
murderers
sowed your
living body in
the earth as
farmers sow
grain, but it
sprang up and
yielded an
abundant harvest of all
those raised
from the dead.
~ Ephrem the
Syrian,
306-373 A.D.

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 31, 2019 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Part of learning the Christian
faith is learning to feast! What makes for a good feast? In
Scripture—that is, in the words and teaching of Christ—a true
feast is one where sinners are given a royal welcome as they
turn from their old way of life to the joy of God’s new life. In
today’s Gospel reading, our Lord teaches us how this feast
works by telling the story of a wayward, sinful son returning
to his father.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. There are many open dates for you to sponsor. The charts are by the
stairs by the northwest entry.

Religious Desire in Today’s Youth
The widespread interest in extraordinarily elaborate “fandoms” is surely evidence that today’s under-30s are just as ready as their ancestors to commit themselves to imaginary causes and bewildering rituals; there are many who protect the
lore of Star Wars and Game of Thrones with all the fervour of a medieval bishop, and
those deemed to be acting contrary to received dogma receive the 21st-century stocks
treatment on social media. This may seem like a trivial point, but it does suggest a
continuing appetite for community, loyalty and a sort of tribalism that has long been
associated with religious belief. Young people are not all the self-obsessed commitment-phobes of common caricature . . .
. . . . There is an irony here that a core part of the church’s message surely remains worthwhile. The Church Times has been running a revealing series of articles
about young people in British churches. An 18-year-old called Sherlon is quoted as
saying: “How society says you have to be is the main thing. You have to wear this,
like this; you have to be popular. Also bullying and stuff: that is massive. Judging
people because of how they look. And jealously—everyone wants to be perfect, but
they don’t realise that no one is perfect.”
This is where an effective church can offer comfort and reassurance, emphasising that everyone is loved, and is of the same inherent value, just as they are. It’s
not about perfect selfies and Instagram likes and exam grades and money and status.
This is a message today’s young people need to hear.
~ Peter Ormerod, The Guardian, March 22, 2018

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDES
“Chief of Sinners though I Be”
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

… Cherwien
… Culli

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and face the baptismal font.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to
your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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When the
Church
passes the
“half-way
mark” of Lent
(almost to
Easter!), it
briefly
changes its
altar cloths
from purple
to rose. This
change is
made to express the
Church’s joy
at seeing the
Great Feast
approaching
on the horizon: we
“lighten” our
Lenten observance for one
Sunday.

A Christian
Lent can
never be entirely sad.
With the
fourth Sunday
the pent up
spiritual joy
in the true
member of
Christ bursts
forth in anticipation of the
Easter joy to
come.
"Rejoice, O
Jerusalem,
and come together all you
that love her;
rejoice with
joy, you that
have been in
Sorrow" (from
an ancient
introit ) . . .
This was the
day when the
catechumens
were decked
with roses and
when roses
were mutually
exchanged.
Thence comes
the custom of
the rose vestment.
~ Virgil
Michel,
Liturgy of
the Church

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

INTROIT
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ′steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans′gressions.
C: Wash me thoroughly from my in′iquity,*
and cleanse me ′from my sin!
L: For I know my trans′gressions,*
and my sin is ever be′fore me.
C: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil
′in your sight,*
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in
your ′judgment.
L: Behold, I was brought forth in in′iquity,*
and in sin did my mother con′ceive me.
C: Behold, you delight in truth in the inward ′being,*
and you teach me wisdom in the ′secret heart.
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C: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ′steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans′gressions.

KYRIE
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Forgiveness
is a gift given
to the totally
incompetent,
not a reward
bestowed on
the suitably
disposed.
~ Robert
Farrar
Capon,
Parables
of Grace

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all
our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 12:1-6
1You

will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for
though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you
might comfort me. 2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and
will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.” 3With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: “Give
thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds
among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 5“Sing
praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made
known in all the earth. 6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 32
L:

Happy are they whose transgressions ′are forgiven,*
and whose sin is ′put away!

C:

Happy are they to whom the LORD im′putes no guilt,*
and in whose spirit there ′is no guile!

L:

While I held my tongue, my bones with′ered away,*
because of my groaning ′all day long.

C:

For your hand was heavy upon me ′day and night;*
my moisture was dried up as in the ′heat of summer.

L:

Then I acknowledged my ′sin to you,*
and did not con′ceal my guilt.

C:

I said, “I will confess my transgressions ′to the LORD.”*
Then you forgave me the guilt ′of my sin.

L:

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
′time of trouble;*
when the great waters overflow, they ′shall not reach them.

C:

You are my hiding-place; | you preserve ′me from trouble;*
you surround me with shouts ′of deliverance.

L:

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that ′you
should go;*
I will guide you ′with my eye.

C:

Do not be like the horse or mule, which have no
′understanding;*
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will
′not stay near you.”

L:

Great are the tribulations ′of the wicked;*
but mercy embraces those who trust ′in the LORD.
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If I put a dollar bill between the
pages of a
magazine, and
then burn the
magazine,
where is the
dollar bill? It
has gone the
same way as
the magazine to ashes.
Where the one
goes the other
goes too. Their
history has
become one.
But, just as
effectively,
God has put
us in Christ.
What happened to him
happened also
to us. All the
experiences he
met, we too
have met in
him. "Our old
self was crucified with him,
that the body
of sin might be
done away,
that so we
should no
longer be in
bondage to
sin" (Rom
6:6) . . .

C:

Be glad you righteous and rejoice ′in the LORD;*
shout for joy all who are ′true of heart.

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16From

now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we
regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.

1Now

the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable: 11And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered
his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he
was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything. 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread,
but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as
one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the
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. . . That is not
an exhortation
to struggle.
That is history; our history, written
in Christ before we were
born. Do you
believe this? It
is true! Our
crucifixion
with Christ is
a glorious historic fact. Our
deliverance
from sin is
based, not on
what we can
do, nor even
on what God
is going to do
for us, but on
what he has
already done
in Christ.
When that fact
dawns upon
us and we rest
back upon it
(Rom 6: 11),
then we have
found the secret of a holy
life.
~ Watchman
Nee, Sit,
Walk, Stand

The father is
fully aware of
how his son
will be
treated, if and
when he returns in humiliation to
the village
community
he has rejected. What
the father
does in this
homecoming
scene can best
be understood
as a series of
dramatic actions calculated to protect the boy
from the hostility of the
village and to
restore him to
fellowship
within the
community.
These actions
begin with
the father
running
down the
road.
~ Kenneth E.
Bailey, Poet
& Peasant

fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And
they began to celebrate. 25“Now his older son was in the field, and
as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him
back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father,
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed
your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and
is found.’”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “God Loved the World”

SERMON
“Learning to Feast”
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[What] extraordinary
honor . . . is
extended to
the son by the
slaughter of
such a large
animal. This
size feast requires over a
hundred people in attendance to eat
the animal. A
calf is slaughtered for the
marriage of
the eldest son,
or the visit of
the governor
of the province, or some
such occasion.
The calf means
at least a joy
so great that it
must be celebrated with
the grandest
banquet imaginable. The
purpose of
such a banquet
includes a desire to reconcile the boy to
the whole community.
~ Kenneth E.
Bailey, Poet
& Peasant

Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Our churches
teach that
those who
have fallen
after Baptism
can receive
forgiveness of
sins whenever
they are converted, and
that the
church ought
to impart absolution to
those who
return to repentance . . .

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“God Loved the World”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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… Hildebrand

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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. . . Properly
speaking, repentance consists of these
two parts: one
is contrition,
that is, terror
smiting the
conscience
with a knowledge of sin,
and the other
is faith, which
is born of the
Gospel, or of
absolution,
believes that
sins are forgiven for
Christ’s sake,
comforts the
conscience,
and delivers it
from terror.
Then good
works, which
are the fruits
of repentance,
are bound to
follow.
~ Augsburg
Confession,
part of the
Lutheran
book of doctrine,
1530 A.D.

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
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ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
15

Fasting bodily
preparation are
indeed a fine
outward training; but he is
truly worthy
and well prepared who has
faith in these
words, “Given
and shed for you
for the remission
of sins.” But he
that does not
believe these
words, or
doubts, is unworthy and unprepared; for the
words “for you”
require all hearts
to believe.
~ Luther’s
Small Catechism, “The
Sacrament of
the Altar”

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
I was determined that
the fire
shall not
consume
me, since
you have
given me
your body
and blood
to feed me. I
refuse to be
carried off
to hell, for
you have
given me
baptism as
a garment
to clothe
me. Grant
me the dew
of your
grace, and
in your
mercy,
Lord, forgive me my
sins.
~ Rabbula
of Edessa,
400s
A.D.

“Chief of Sinners, Though I Be” green hymnal #306
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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Jesus is Godfor-us, Godwith-us, Godwithin-us.
Jesus is God
giving himself
completely,
pouring himself out for us
without reserve. Jesus
does not hold
back or cling
to his own
possessions.
He gives all
there is to
give. “Eat,
drink, this is
my body this
is my blood.
This is me for
you.”
~ Henri
Nouwen,
With Burning Hearts

BENEDICTION
A Prayer
as You Go
Lord, during this
lenten season nourish
us with your
word of life
and make us
one in love
and prayer.
Grant this
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, your
Son, who
lives and
reigns with
you and the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for
ever and
ever. Amen

P:

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“D Minor”

… J. S. Bach

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Assisting: (9:00 a.m.) Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Rod Riese
Soloist: Ted Gulhaugen
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Lector: (9:00) Beth Oestreich
(11:00) Robert Steffen
Acolyte: (9:00) Grace Stimac
(11:00) Nathan Contreras
Elder: (9:00) Don Budnik
(11:00) Scott Schubring
Usher: (11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Vicky Radunz
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Gary Gisselman
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Pam Hoppe
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