Zion Lutheran Church Newsletter
“Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1)
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Lent 2019
Ash Wednesday
March 6, 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m
Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
Midweek Lenten Worship, Wednesdays:
“Vigil: Watching for the Risen One”
March 6—April 10
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday Sermons:
“Catechumenate: Learning the Gifts”
Saturdays/Sundays, March 10 — April 14
5:15 p.m/9 & 11 a.m.
Learn about the Church’s way of making disciples and making them stronger.
Sunday Bible Study
“Practicing Forgiveness”
Sundays, March 10 — April 14, 10:15 a.m.
Learn about the gift of forgiveness, how it shapes
and directs our lives, and how we may practice
and share it with others.
See page 5 for more information!
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Pastoral Letter
What does baptizing with water signify?
It signifies that the old sinner in us should by daily contrition and repentance be
drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new person should daily
emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
Dear Zion,
What is Lent but a fresh return to Baptism?
Holy Baptism is a gift from our Lord Jesus Christ by which He works faith in the hearts
of sinners, no matter their age or background. As a gift from our Lord’s own hand, it
carries immense power. St. Paul explains this power in Romans 6: “We were buried
with Christ through baptism into death in order that, just as He was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life” (Romans 6:4). Baptism is
the power of dying with Christ that we may also live with Him.
And what is new life with Christ but entry into a whole new creation?
Born again with Jesus, we are bold to die with Him daily. We die with Jesus daily
through repentance, by which we drown our sins in the flood of His blood and mercy,
trusting that all is now forgiven in His Name. Clothed in that forgiveness, we welcome
each day in freedom. It is the freedom of the Father’s love and promised future, freeing
us to let go of ourselves and love our neighbors and fellow creatures.
That freedom, shared by God and shared alike, is what we will learn this Lent.
Lent is a time for catechumenate, or learning. The Church learns as it is taught by God
through Scripture, catechism, and the moral vision and liturgy of the Church. These
things lead us into daily conversion—yes! We are all converts! And thanks be to God
for it. So please, read about our preaching, study, and fellowship offerings this Lent,
and come to be renewed in the faith.
Peace!
Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
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In the Liturgy
Scripture Readings in Worship this March
Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during March. Read
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week.
Sunday, March 3: Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Hebrews 3:1-6, Luke 9:28-36
Sunday, March 10: Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13
Sunday, March 17: Jeremiah 26:8-15, Philippians 3:17-4:1, Luke 13:31-35
Sunday, March 24: Ezekiel 33:7-20, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke13:1-9
Sunday, March 31: Isaiah 12:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Lent!
The Liturgy in Brief
What: A 40-day fast before Easter
(not including Sundays, which are
always feasts of the Resurrection),
beginning on Ash Wednesday
(March 6).
Why? This yearly journey mirrors
Christ’s own journey to the cross
and strengthens us in the benefits
of His death. It also renews our
faith by providing a time to intensify the spiritual practices of worship, prayer, Scripture reading,
fasting, and sharing. As we join
Jesus on this rigorous, crossmarked journey, we are prepared
to appreciate His resurrection all
the more.
Color: Purple (red-violet), the
color of both royalty and suffering
(bruises or welts).

“We preach Christ crucified.”
1 Corinthians 1:23
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Changes: The joyful “alleluia”
and Gloria go away for a time as
we focus on repentance.

Lent 2019
Our focus will be the catechumenate. What is it? Pronounced ka-teh-CUE-meh-net,
it comes from the word catechumen, or “learner.” It is the Church’s way of being taught
by God. By learning His Word through Scripture, catechism, and the moral vision and
liturgy of the Church, we are led into daily conversion and faith in Jesus Christ.
“Catechumenate:
Learning the Gifts”
Saturday/Sunday Sermons

“Vigil:
Watching for the Risen One”
Wednesday Sermons
God’s mighty acts in the Old Testament teach us to watch for His Son.
Lessons of these mighty acts are read
each year at the Easter Vigil. We will
look at each lesson in turn:

March 10:
Learning the “No”
God teaches us to resist evil.
March 17:
Learning the “Yes”
God teaches us to receive Christ.
March 24:
Learning to Fast
God teaches us to repent.
March 31:
Learning to Feast
God teaches us to rejoice.
April 7:
Learning to Die
God teaches us the cross.
April 14:
Learning to Live
God teaches us the resurrection.

March 6:

Creation

March 13:

Noah and the Flood

March 20:

The Sacrifice of Isaac

March 27:

The Exodus

April 3:

Dry Bones

April 10:

Three Men and Fire

Lenten Study
Sundays, 10 AM: “Practicing Forgiveness” sharing and resting in the gift
Tuesdays, 9 AM: “The Gospel By Heart.” learning the events of Christ’s life
Thursday Men’s Breakfast, 7AM:
“Great Doctrines of the Faith in Romans.” renewing the heart and mind
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Bible Study in the Church Hall
Sundays, 10:15 AM: “Practicing Forgiveness.” How did forgiveness come to us?
How do we rest in this gift daily? How do we share it in hard situations?
Tuesdays at 9 AM: “The Gospel By Heart.” If someone were to ask you for a brief
outline of Christ’s life, what would you say? How do the four gospels in the Bible help
us?
Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7 AM: “Great Doctrines of the Faith in Romans.”
How does St. Paul’s letter to the Romans teach us the basic doctrines of the faith?

Lenten Soup Meals at Zion
Lenten meals will be served from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and from 5:15 p.m. until 6:15
p.m. The evening meals will include a sandwich. A free-will offering will be taken. Here
is the soup menu for each week:
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3
April 10

Cheesy Potato-Vegetable Soup (w/ tuna sandwich p.m.) - Doug & Joan Koch
Chili (w/ grilled cheese sandwich, p.m.) - The Dettmerings & Uttechts
Beef Vegetable Soup (w/ sub sandwich, p.m.) - Lori & Brittney Weber
Chicken Dumpling Soup (w/ egg salad sandwich, p.m.) - Pam & Adele
Pea Soup (w/ hot ham sandwich, p.m.) - Keele & Karla Westcott
Minestrone Soup (w/ grilled cheese & beef sandwich, p.m.) - Sheryl Morris

Any remaining soup may be purchased after the midday and evening meals. The price is
$4 a pint or $8 a quart of soup. Please come, and bring a friend!
(Note: if you would like to help serve or cleanup at our Lenten soup meals, please call the
church office, 715-848-7286. Extra hands are always welcomed; you can pick the week
and time that you would like to help.)
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From the Associate Pastor
2 Timothy 1:13-14 – “Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from
me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.”
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Zion,
A great joy we have in learning more about God, about the gifts of God, and about the
Christian life, is that the learning we embark on is deep and wide. Saint Paul says the
learning we receive is “sound words” and a “good deposit.” There is so much to take in,
where does someone begin? I remember when I started seminary, and all throughout my
time in pastoral formation at the seminary, always having this feeling of catching up. No
matter what I learned, there was always more. Just as a balloon expands and touches
more airspace, so also as our knowledge expands we come to realize how much it is we
don’t know. And also, no matter what theological truths I thought I had grasped while in
seminary, there was the challenge then of translating and teaching them to the people of
God. As the old saying goes, “The hurrier I go, the behinder I get!”
During Lent this year our focus is, as Pr. Gjerde said earlier, all about learning the gifts.
The ancient term for this Christian learning is “catechumenate.” As Christians we are
always in a state of learning and growing. As we learn more and more about the Lord
and His ways the deeper we go into the mysteries of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As
we learn we begin to see the height, breadth, and depth of the Holy Scriptures. And
through all our learning, we come to appreciate all the more our brothers and sisters in
Christ who also are on the “narrow road that leads to life” (Matthew 7:14) as they join
us in worship to receive all God is and has and learn together what it means to be a justified rebel, a sanctified sinner, a baptized child of God.
In worship, both on Wednesdays and Sundays, we are learning about God’s gifts. In
Bible studies on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sunday mornings, we are learning about
God’s gifts. With so much God wants to give there also comes with it the need for us to
learn what these gifts mean, what these gifts do to us, what these gifts do for us, and
how these gifts “enlighten the eyes of our hearts” (Ephesians 1:18) for the glory of God.
May the Lord bless your learning at Church, at home, and at work while on your lunch
break this Lent and beyond!
In Christ,
Pastor Chris Johnson
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Mission and Outreach
Monthly Mission Emphases:
Lutheran Bible Translators: The Derrick Family — Goal: $2,000
The Derrick’s want Zion to know how much we have helped them these past couple of
years:
 We have helped pay the tuition for Elliot so he could be trained in Bible Translation
 We have equipped Serena so she can develop a Literacy Program
 We helped them acquire a new vehicle and helped put gas in that vehicle getting
them around
 We helped them make their goal to get to Cameroon in Central Africa to do their
ministry.
Please keep them in your prayers.
Lutheran Campus Center, Madison (LCC) — Goal: $1,000
Students worship, socialize, eat and study together. They participate in events: volunteering, lock-ins, Wednesday evening soup suppers (taking turns providing). Students
serve on a Social Concerns Committee and lead worship services and Bible studies.
There is a quiet library always full of young people. LCC is a safe haven where faith is
emphasized and energized and definitely needed! The Church future lay leaders and
future parents stem from these students.

Sunday School News
As we approach the Lenten/Easter season the students are preparing, with Kantor
Beethe, to participate in two upcoming worship services.
On March 3 the children will be joining the Kantorei in leading worship at the
9 AM service. They will assist in the removal of the Alleluia banner as we
approach the Lenten season on Transfiguration Day.
On Sunday, April 14, also at the 9 AM service, the Sunday School students will
be part of the Palm Sunday processional and again sing with the Kantorei, .
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From the Vicar
“If you live in repentance…you are walking in baptism, which not only announces
this new life but also produces, begins, and exercises it…”
My parents always told me; “education is an investment.” Now, rolling up on my 8th
year of higher-level education, it appears that this is one of the few things I must have
heard loud and clear! And one of the things I have come to understand is, the more I
learn, the less I seem to know. Yet, in having my head filled with so many complex
facts and theories, I am often brought back to those things I thought I knew all along.
For example: Many Sunday School answers can start to sound the same, because it’s all
about Jesus. It’s striking, then, that through such high levels of theological education,
this fact holds true. The more that I have endeavored to understand the “ins” and “outs”
of faith,the more I am brought back to the presence of God as he comes in the mercy
and forgiveness of His only Son Jesus Christ.
“…Therefore let all Christians regard baptism as the daily garment that they are to
wear all the time. Every day they should be found in faith and with its fruits, suppressing the old creature and growing up in the new…”
This is where the season of Lent leads you. It brings you back to where it all started;
where the old you was drowned out, washed away, and the new you was raised up to be
found only in Christ.
Yet with all the things we think we know congesting our minds and sometimes working
counter to the truth, we often have to learn how to get back. Thanks be to God, that this
way is so easy to find that even the little children know it by heart! “Repent and believe” (Mk 1:15).
“…As Christ, the mercy seat does not withdraw us or forbid us to return to him even
though we sin, so all his treasures and gifts remain…”~Martin Luther, Large Catechism
This Lent we repent together. We learn to turn again to our Lord, living in the reminder
that we are dust, and that all have sinned;while trusting in the promise of gifts given in
the form of forgiveness, life and salvation.
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt 11:29).
Fides ex Auditu,
Vicar Joe
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American Guild of Organists (AGO)
Lenten Organ Meditations
Each year the Wisconsin River Chapter of the American Guild of Organists presents
Lenten Organ Meditations, thirty-minute organ recitals during the lunch hour on Fridays
during Lent. This year the recitals will be hosted by First Presbyterian Church, 406
Grant Street in Wausau. Organists from Wausau area churches will perform music appropriate for this penitential season. Kantor Beethe will play music based on hymns focusing on the “Psalms” on March 22.
The recitals begin at 12:15 pm. The schedule for these meditations is:
March 15—Susan Schaefer/Karmen Teigen
March 22—Irene Beethe
March 29—Dan Larson
April 5—Kartika Putri
April 12– Patrick Burkhart

Save the Date - May 5, 2019 - 3:00 pm
Organ Concert by Craig Cramer
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A “Note” from the Kantor
“Catechumenate: Learning the Gifts”
During Lent you will see a variety of ways to “learn the gifts” of God. What follows are
excerpts from observations by Richard C. Resch, in his presentation, Hymnody as
Teacher of the Faith. “Hymns are teachers. In every period of church history the great
minds have commented on this subject and often their words have included caution. The
teaching influence of hymnody is important because, more often than we might realize
or like to admit, both young and old learn about matters such as theology through the
texts which they sing. St. John Chrysostom made this assertion:
When God saw that the majority of men were slothful and that
they approached spiritual reading with reluctance and submitted
to the effort involved without pleasure, wishing to make the task
more agreeable and to relieve the sense of laboriousness, He
mixed melody with prophecy so that, enticed by the rhythm and
melody, all might raise sacred hymns to Him with great eagerness. For nothing so arouses the soul, gives it wing, sets it free
from the earth, releases it from the prison of the body, teaches it
to love wisdom and to condemn all the things of this life, as concordant melody and sacred song composed in rhythm.

St. Basil the Great added this observation: ‘Now the Prophets teach certain things, the
Historians and the Law teach others, and Proverbs provides still a different sort of advice, but the Book of Psalms encompasses the benefit of them all….The Spirit mixed
sweetness of melody with doctrine so that inadvertently we would absorb the benefit of
the words through gentleness and ease of hearing.’
Basil was describing a hymn according to God’s model, the psalm. Such singing is not
a mindless activity; it is rather an activity that teaches the mind. Luther stated: ‘When
setting forth their theology, the prophets did it not as geometry, not as arithmetic, not as
astronomy, but as music, so that they held theology and music most tightly connected
and proclaimed the truth through psalms and songs.’
Catechesis has its beginnings in the sung truths of those members of the flock who are
just learning to walk….matters of worth are never learned without effort. These [hymns
and liturgy] are the gifts that will benefit the children for the rest of their lives.”
Come and explore the richness of God’s love to you, no matter your age, through
hymns and the liturgy!
Joy in Jesus,
Kantor Irene Beethe
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News and Notes
Winter Tea Thank You
The Winter Tea Committee wishes to thank everyone who was involved with our February Tea this year. It was a success! We thank everyone who contributed in any way.
Women of Zion Meeting
The next Women of Zion meting will be Wednesday, March 6 at 1:30 p.m. in the
church hall. The program will be presented by Kat Becker from Cattail Organics. At
our business meeting, we will determine where the profit from the Winter Tea will go
and a nominating committee will be appointed. Hostesses for that meeting are Mary
Borchardt and Joan Koch. Please come and worship at the 10:30 a.m. service, have a
Lenten meal, and stay for this fun and informative program.
Save the Date
The Women of Zion Salad Buffet will be held on Tuesday, May 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the
church hall. The program will be announced soon. The tickets will be on sale in April.
Touch Lives—Warm Hearts—Your Way
Eligible benefit members of Thrivent Financial can now recommend where Thrivent
Financial distributes a portion of its charitable dollars through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program. You may even request that charitable dollars be given to your congregation. To check your eligibility, visit www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice.” You may also contact Zion member Steven A.
Zeinemann, who is a Thrivent Financial associate at 715-355-0676 for assistance. The
deadline for designating your 2018 Choice Dollars is March 31.
We are excited to share that Zion Lutheran Church received $3,849 in charitable outreach funding in 2018.
Bread and Pie Baking in March
Phyllis baked 58 loaves of French bread and 11 loaves of wheat bread and 38 pies. She
also sold 5 jams and received a donation of $24. The money collected was $518. Expenses totaled $106. The profit was $412. Missions received $62 and the Church Roof
Fund $350. Thanks to helpers Steve, Jack and Bill. Thanks to all for shopping at Zion!
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A Proposal from Bethany-Aniwa (Easton)
Bethany Lutheran Church in Easton (Aniwa address) is currently without a pastor. In
view of the pastor shortage in our church and nation, they have proposed that they form
a covenant with Zion for long-term pastoral ministry. That is, they have suggested that
Zion and Bethany develop a mutual arrangement by which Zion share its pastors for
preaching and pastoral care at their congregation as well as Zion.
Bishop Mansholt of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin has given his provisional approval. Zion’s church council discussed this proposal at its February meeting and will
now discuss it again in March before making a decision. Attention must be paid to both
its benefits for each congregation and to its effects on the schedules and workload of
Zion’s ministers as well as how it may affect the mission of Zion.
Please keep this discernment process in your prayers, and share any thoughts you may
have with a member of the Zion church council:
President, Steve Zeinemann
Vice President, Barbara Leader
Secretary, Kyle Utecht
Treasurer, Rob Kittel
Special Funds Treasurer, Don Grade
Mission & Witness, Phyllis Bliese
Elders, Karla Westcott
Property, Don Budnik
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715-359-9355
715-842-0308
715-298-1518
715-845-6016
715-359-9175
715-675-2630
715-212-1270
715-446-1474

Memorials & Other Gifts Received


To the Glory of the Lord and in memory of his parents, Al and Margaret Bergendorf, Craig Bergendorf has contributed to the Special Needs Accessibility Project for moveable pew chairs.



In memory of Edward Fenhaus, Gary and Sue Wolselgel gave a gift to the Property Improvement Fund (Hansen Fund).



In memory of Edward Fenhaus, Fred and Sally Fenhaus, Phyllis Bliese, Connie
and Eugene Lemmer and Family and Friends of Ed Fenhaus gave a gift to the Special Needs Accessibility Project for moveable pew chairs.



In memory of Dr. G. H. Brister, Dave and Lori Torkko gave a gift to Missions for
Vr. Pinzl’s Seminarian Education.



In memory of their friend and former co-worker, Gary Stengl, Steve and Anna
Mae Zeinemann gave a gift to the Radio Fund.



In memory of a friend, Gary Stengl, Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a gift to
the Property Improvement Fund.



In memory of Wally Scheidemann, Rita Falk gave a gift to the Music Program.



In memory of Walter Scheidemann, Phil and Ginni Giese gave a gift to the Help
Fund.



In memory of Turk Flory, Hilmar Bauman gave a gift to the Radio Fund.



In memory of Bernard Lehman, Geraldine Goetsch, Mary Schroeder and Randy
Lehman gave a gift to the Radio Fund.
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80+ Birthdays in March
March 3
March 3
March 5
March 9
March 10
March 15
March 16
March 22
March 23
March 27

Evelyn Werth, The Gardens, 801 Parcher St., #G201, Wausau 54403
Carol Reetz, 918 Hickory Rd., Wausau 54403
Delores Kottke, Wausau Manor, 3107 Westhill Dr., Wausau 54401
Joanne Schroeder, 8708 Co. Rd. Z, Wausau 54403
Shirley Penn, 2706 Jason Ave., #1, Schofield 54476
Margaret Olsen, Birch Cottage #222, 2500 S Heritage Woods Dr.,
Appleton 54915
Lorraine Kleinschmidt, 1321 E Bridge St., Wausau 54403
Ed Martin, 1233 LeMessurier St., Wausau 54403
William Ott, 409 11th St., Wausau 54403
Joan Pospychala, 2912 N 12th St., Wausau 54403

ZION’S EASTER DECORATING FUND 2019
Zion’s tradition at this time of the year is to accept gifts as Thank
Offerings, Memorials, or for the Beauty of God’s House. The Easter
Decorating Fund pays for the beautiful flowers in the chancel on
Easter morning, April 21 and all of our special advertising. The
deadline for your gift is Monday, April 15. Return your gift to the
church office or the offering basket. Thank you.
Please designate one of the following:
_____Thank Offering
_____Beauty of God’s House

Your Envelope #: ____________

_____Memorial Gift

Gift Amount: $______________

In Loving Memory of:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Given by:
_______________________________________________________________________
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
709 SIXTH STREET
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Come—Worship the Lord!




Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Saturdays 5:15 p.m.
Wednesdays (during Lent) 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
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Where you can reach us:
Church — 715-848-7286
Fax — 715-848-7286
Email —zion@dwave.net
Web: zionlutheranwausau.com
A member of Lutheran CORE
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