A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Christ our
God, you were
transfigured
on the mountain and manifested your
glory to your
disciples as
they were able
to bear it. Shed
your everlasting light upon
us, that we
may behold
your glory and
enter into your
sufferings, and
proclaim you
to the world,
for you give
light in the
darkness and
are yourself
the light, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
March 3, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. The Church travels from light to
light! God revealed the birth of His Son through the shining,
angelic messengers and a star in the sky. Now, at the end of
Epiphany, we gives thanks for the shining glory of Jesus revealed to His disciples on the mountaintop. This light of God
teaches us that, in this present life, God is always reaching into
our darkness to save and console us with the Daylight that
never ends.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, quoting Scripture:
“A voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, which whom I am well
pleased; listen to him.”
The bulletins are sponsored to the glory of God by a Zion parishioner.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Summary of Our Sermon Series on Outreach
This day concludes our sermon series on outreach. Here is a brief summary of what
Scripture has taught us during this season of Epiphany:


The Father’s eternal purpose for all creation is that we know His beloved Son.
Revealing and sharing His Son’s glory with every creature is His mission.



At the heart of Christian outreach is the invitation to be baptized. The Father
shares His Son with us in Holy Baptism, making us members of His body.



The Holy Spirit reaches out to our neighbors through the Church. Baptized
into Christ, we are sent to share His Word through our varied gifts and talents.



Some people will reject God’s outreach. Rejection should not surprise the
Church, nor does it keep us from pressing forward in God’s mission.



Evil will oppose God’s outreach through the Church. As the Church should
expect rejection, it should also expect evil, and thus be a Church at prayer.



One key piece of the Church’s outreach is the ministry. God calls congregations of the Church to raise up servants of the Gospel.



At the heart of outreach is God’s absolution: “I forgive you your sins.” The
Church’s life revolves around sharing this message of Jesus Christ.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“Four Meditations on “Beautiful Savior”
… Jacob B. Weber; William R. Brusick;
Kenneth T. Kosche; John A. Behnke

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “O Christ, O Dayspring”

(Stanzas 5—8 are printed on the next page)
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He was
bright as the
lightning on
the mountain
and became
more luminous than the
sun, initiating us into
the mystery
of the future.
~ Gregory of
Nazianzus
(329-390
A.D.), Oration 3:19

In the Gospels, the
transfiguration story is
introduced
with the apparently innocent words,
. . . “after
about eight
days” (in
Luke). From
early times,
commentators
have said that
this is an allusion to the
days of creation: the
transfiguration is the
climax of the
creative work
of God . . . the
beginning of
the new creation, the
eighth day . . .

5.

O Christ, O Dayspring, brightest Star,
You stood upon the mountain far,
Aglow, beloved, full of grace,
And glorified in form and face.

6.

Yet you, O Dayspring, full of light,
Were never stranger to the night.
Our sins you bore, our grave you filled
As Scripture said the Father willed.

7.

O Christ, O Dayspring of the morn
When resurrection light was born!
Our grave you emptied once again,
The Sun of peace and sins forgiv’n.

8.

To you, O Dayspring, King of kings
May saints in light forever sing,
With Father and the Spirit one
While ages upon ages run.

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

. . . In Jesus,
the world of
ordinary is
not destroyed,
but it is broken up and
reconnected,
it works no
longer just in
straight lines
but in layers
and spirals
of meaning.
We begin to
understand
how our
lives, like
those of
Moses and
Elijah, may
have meanings we
can't know
of in this
present moment: the
real depth
and significance of
what we say
or do now
won't appear
until more of
the light of
Christ has
been seen . . .
[continued
next page]
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[continued
from previous page]

. . . And so
what we
think is crucially important may not
be so; what
we think insignificant
may be what
really
changes us
for good or
evil. Christ's
light alone
will make the
final pattern
coherent, for
each one of
us as for all
human history. And
that light
shines on the
far side of the
world's limits, the dawn
of the eighth
day . . .

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your
beloved Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the
testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the
bright cloud you wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by
grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory
and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00 a.m.)
“Jesus on the Mountain Peak” Choir: St. 1—3; Congregation: St. 4

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 34:1-12
1Then

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to
the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed
him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western
sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the city
of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4And the LORD said to him, “This is
the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will
give it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but
you shall not go over there.” 5So Moses the servant of the LORD
died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD,
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. . . When Jesus is transfigured, it is
as if there is a
brief glimpse
of the end of
all things the world
aflame with
God's light
…. we see
that every act
and suffering
of Jesus is
part a the act
of God, embraced freely
in God's journey towards
us out of his
depths. We
can also think
of how the
shape of our
own lives is
finally going
to be in God's
hands, not
ours: like
Moses and
Elijah, we
don't know
yet (in St
John's words)
what we shall
be . . .
[continued
next page]

[continued
from previous page]
. . . Our
time, our
stories about
ourselves,
our histories
are the best
we can do
from where
we stand and
look; but
God's perspective can
do strange
things with
history, and
we are not
the best
judges of the
meanings of
our lives,
what really
matters to
God, what
shows God to
the world.
But we are
given a
glimpse of
what God
can do in
this rare moment of direct vision,
when the
'door of perception' is
opened by
and in Jesus . . .

6and

he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Bethpeor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7Moses
was 120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his
vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the
plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of
the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. So the
people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded
Moses. 10And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all
the signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land
of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land,
12and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that
Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 99
Choir/ The LORD is king; | let the ′people tremble.*
L:
He is enthroned upon the cherubim; | let ′the earth shake.
C:

The LORD is ′great in Zion;*
he is high a′bove all peoples.

Choir/ Let them confess his name, which is ′great and awesome;*
L:
he is the ′Holy One.
C:

“O mighty King lover of justice,
you have es′tablished equity;*
you have executed justice and righteous′ness in Jacob.”

Choir/ Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God |
L:
and fall down be′fore his footstool;*
he is the ′Holy One.
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C:

Moses and Aaron among his priests, |
and Samuel among those who call up′on his name,*
they called upon the LORD and he ′answered them.

Choir/ He spoke to them out of the pil′lar of cloud;*
L:
they kept his testimonies and the decree ′that he gave
them.
C:

O LORD our God you answered ′them indeed;*
you were a God who forgave them, |
yet punished them for their ′evil deeds.

All:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Hebrews 3:1-6
1Therefore,

holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2who was
faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful
in all God’s house. 3For Jesus has been counted worthy of more
glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house
has more honor than the house itself. 4(For every house is built by
someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5Now Moses was
faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that
were to be spoken later, 6but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a
son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence
and our boasting in our hope.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

. . . and the
end of the
world is
fleetingly
there before
us. And finally, we can
let ourselves
contem-plate
the fact that
the divine
freedom
shown us in
this vision
tells us both
that there is
no escape
from the
world in
which we
have been
put as creatures and
that there is
nowhere
from which
God can be
finally exiled . . . .

[continued
next page]

Please stand.
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[continued
from previous
page]
. . . This is
the great
challenge to
faith: knowing that
Christ is in
the heart of
darkness, we
are called to
go there with
him. In John
11, Thomas
says to the
other disciples, “Let us
go and die
with him”;
and ahead
indeed lies
death - the
dead Lazarus
decaying in
the tomb, the
death of Jesus in abandonment,
your death
and mine
and the
deaths of
countless
human beings in varying kinds of
dark night . .
.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9th chapter.

28Now

about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter
and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And as
he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his
clothing became dazzling white. 30And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31who appeared in glory and spoke
of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
32Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep,
but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him. 33And as the men were parting from him,
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make
three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34As he was saying these things, a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This
is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 36And when the voice
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told
no one in those days anything of what they had seen.
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P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
(There is no Sunday School today. Classes resume next Sunday,
March 10.)

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair” green hymnal #80

SERMON
“The Eighth Day of the Week”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . O King of kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . But if we
have seen his
glory on the
mountain,
we know at
least, whatever our terrors, that
death cannot
decide the
boundaries
of God's life.
With him the
door is always open,
and no one
can shut it.
~ Rowan
Williams,
The Dwelling of the
Light

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
(9:00) “Down from the Mount of Glory”

… Jonathan Kohrs

(11:00) “Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair!”
… Michael D. Costello
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Where have
your love,
your mercy,
your compassion shone
out more
luminously
than in your
wounds?
~ Bernard of
Clairvaux
(d. 1153
A.D.)

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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Only grace can
change us, and
grace is the
presence of
Christ.
~ Dom Hugh
Gilbert,
b. 1952 A.D.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Beautiful Savior” green hymnal #518
“Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”

But when you
host an elaborate meal,
invite the
poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the
blind. Then
you will be
blessed, because they
cannot repay
you, for you
will be repaid
at the resurrection of the
righteous.
~ Luke 14:1415

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

C:

Let us pray . . . O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine
forth his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

16

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
C: Alleluia, song of gladness,
voice of joy that cannot die;
alleluia is the anthem
ever dear to choirs on high;
in the house of God abiding
thus they sing eternally.
Alleluia! Lead our praises,
true Jerusalem and free;
alleluia, joyful mother,
bring us to your jubilee;
but by Babylon’s sad waters
mourning exiles now are we.

FAREWELL TO THE ALLELUIA
P:

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.
C: There on the trees we hung our harps—how can we sing the
songs of the Lord in a foreign land?
P: O Lord, by the resurrection of your Son, you have filled us
with songs of alleluia and prepared for us a heavenly Jerusalem to which no earthly city can compare. In remembrance of
all that your Son has borne for our sake, we now leave the joyful songs of your worship to walk the renewing path of Lent.
Bless our journey, that we may at last join all your saints in
17

It is an ancient
custom in the
Christian
church that a
“farewell to
Alleluia” be
sung at the
close of the liturgy on the
Sunday before
Ash Wednesday. Traditionally “alleluia”
is not sung
then until
Easter morning, symbolizing our voluntary restraint of
praise during
the penitential
season of Lent.
This 11thcentury hymn,
translated by
John Mason
Neale, is a traditional farewell to Alleluia.
~ Gertrud
Mueller
Nelson

A Prayer
As You Go
O God, who
on the holy
mount didst
reveal to
chosen witnesses thy
wellbeloved Son,
wonderfully
transfigured, in raiment white
and glistening: Mercifully grant
that we, being delivered from
the disquietude of this
world, may
by faith behold the
King in his
beauty; who
with thee, O
Father, and
thee, O Holy
Ghost, liveth
and reigneth, one
God, world
without end.
Amen.

celebrating the Day of resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
P: The mountains and the hills will rejoice at your returning,
O Alleluia!
C: Go, glorious Song, and may your way be blessed, until you
shall return to us with joy.
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
C: Alleluia cannot always
be our song while here below;
alleluia, our transgressions
make us for a while forgo;
for the solemn time is coming
when our tears for sin shall flow.
In our hymns we pray with longing:
Grant us, blessed Trinity,
at the last to keep glad Easter
with the faithful saints on high;
there to you forever singing
alleluia joyfully.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
Postlude on “Alleluia! Song of Gladness”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… Jacob B. Weber

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Assisting Minister: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
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Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring
(11:00) Adam Holzschuh
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(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter
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