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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
 Easter Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Zion Lutheran Church in 

thanksgiving for all people who have sponsored radio broadcasts in the past. 
 The beautiful flowers in the chancel are sponsored through the Easter Decorat-

ing Fund.  The flowering plants will be delivered to Zion’s homebound mem-
bers immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service.  Zion’s elders are encour-
aged to help deliver the flowers and spread our Easter joy!  Please come to the 
chancel at 12:00 noon. 

 
 

God’s Promise, Our Hope: the Resurrection of the Body! 
O how glorious and resplendent 
Fragile body, shalt thou be, 
When endued with so much beauty, 
Full of health, and strong, and free! 
Full of vigor, full of pleasure, 
That shall last eternally. 

   ~ from an Easter hymn, “Light’s Abode, Celestial Salem” 
~ attributed to Thomas á Kempis (1380-1471 A.D.) 

 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDES 

“Easter Fanfare” … Kevin Hildebrand 
“Easter Fantasy on Ancient Hymns” … Sondra Tucker 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  green hymnal #151 
 

GREETING 
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yesterday I 
was crucified 
with Christ; 
today I will 
be glorified 
with Him.  
Yesterday I 
died with 
Christ; today 
I will return 
to life with 
Him.  Yester-
day I was 
buried with 
Christ; today 
I will rise 
with Him 
from the 
tomb. 
~ Gregory of 

Nazianzus 
(300s A.D.) 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The [Easter] 
Liturgy sug-
gests a num-
ber of peculi-
arities which 
naturally are 
observed only 
by the Chris-
tian, who 
lives with the 
Church.  One 
is the ancient 
custom of 
standing for 
prayer in-
stead of kneel-
ing.  Stand-
ing signifies 
the rising of 
the Lord and 
our rising 
with Him. 
~ Fred H. 

Lindemann, 
The Sermon 
and the 
Propers  
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So let us keep 
the festival 
to which the 
Lord invites 
us; 
 
Christ is 
Himself the 
joy of all, 
the sun that 
warms and 
lights us. 
 
Now His 
grace to us 
imparts 
eternal sun-
shine to our 
hearts; 
 
The night of 
sin is ended. 
Alleluia! 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Easter 
hymn, 
Christ Jesus 
Lay in 
Death’s 
Strong 
Bands  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God the Father, through your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and 
opened the gate of everlasting life to us.  Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be 
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The reality 
that is the 
resurrection 
cannot sim-
ply be 
“known” 
from within 
the old world 
of decay and 
denial, of ty-
rants and 
torture, of 
disobedience 
and death.  
But that’s the 
point.  To 
repeat: the 
resurrection 
is not, as it 
were, a highly 
peculiar event 
within the 
present world 
(thought it is 
that as well); 
it is, princi-
pally, the de-
fining event 
of the new 
creation, the 
world that is 
being born 
with Jesus . . .  
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OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 65:17-25 
17“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 18But be glad 
and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusa-
lem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the 
sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be 
in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not 
fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 21They shall 
build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my 
people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they 
shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descen-
dants with them. 24Before they call I will answer; while they are yet 
speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s 
food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says 
the LORD. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 16 
Choir: Antiphon 

 
 

Choir: Protect me O God for I take ref′uge in you;* 
I have said to the LORD, |  
“You are my Lord, my good a′bove all other.” 

 

C: All my delight is upon the godly that are ′in the land,* 
 upon those who are noble a′mong the people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . If we are 
even to 
glimpse this 
new world, let 
alone enter it, 
we will need a 
different kind 
of knowing, a 
knowing that 
involves us in 
new ways, [a 
way of know-
ing] that 
draws out 
from us not 
just the cool 
appraisal of 
detached quasi
-scientific re-
search but also 
that whole-
person engage-
ment and in-
volvement for 
which the best 
shorthand is 
“love” . . .  
 
 
 
[continued 
next page] 
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Choir: But those who run after ′other gods* 
 shall have their troubles ′multiplied. 
 
C: Their libations of blood I ′will not offer,* 
 nor take the names of their gods up′on my lips. 
 

Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
 

Choir: O LORD, you are my portion ′and my cup;* 
 it is you who up′hold my lot. 
 

C: My boundaries enclose a ′pleasant land;* 
 indeed I have a ′goodly heritage. 
 

Choir: I will bless the LORD who ′gives me counsel;* 
 my heart teaches me night ′after night. 
 

C: I have set the LORD al′ways before me;* 
 because he is at my right hand I ′shall not fall. 
 

Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
 

Choir: My heart therefore is glad, and my spir′it rejoices;* 
 my body also shall ′rest in hope. 
 

C: For you will not abandon me ′to the grave,* 
 nor let your holy one ′see the pit. 
 

Choir: You will show me the ′path of life;* 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, | 
 and in your right hand are pleasures for′evermore. 
 
 

[continued 
from previous 
page] 
 
. . . The skep-
tic will at 
once suggest 
that this is a 
way of col-
lapsing the 
truth of 
Easter once 
more into 
[mere per-
sonal feel-
ings].  Not so.  
Just because 
it takes love 
to believe the 
resurrection, 
that doesn’t 
mean that all 
that happened 
to Peter was 
that Peter 
and the others 
felt their 
hearts 
strangely 
warmed.  Pre-
cisely because 
it is love we 
are talking 
about, it must 
have a reality, 
a fact, in the 
world outside 
the lover.   
~ N. T. 

Wright, 
Surprised 
by Hope  
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All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

Congregation:  Antiphon 

 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
19If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as 
in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who be-
long to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom 
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority 
and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please stand and turn toward the Holy Scriptures as they are carried into 

the midst of the congregation. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Refrain: Congregation 

 

 

 

And if the 
martyrs have 
had any limbs 
cut off, any 
parts re-
moved, they 
will not lack 
those parts at 
the resurrec-
tion; for they 
have been told 
that “not a 
hair of your 
head will per-
ish.”  But if it 
will be right 
that in that 
new age the 
marks of glo-
rious wounds 
should re-
main in those 
immortal 
bodies, for all 
to see, then 
scars of the 
blows or the 
cuts will also 
be visible in 
places where 
limbs were 
hacked off, 
although the 
parts have 
not been lost, 
but restored. 
~ Augustine, 

City of 
God, 
around 410 
A.D. 
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Choir:  Since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die 
again, Death no longer has dominion over Him, over Him. 

 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
 

1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did 
not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still 
in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they re-
membered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all 
this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an 
idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran 
to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia! 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
Refrain:  Congregation 

 

 
 

 

The earliest 
New Testa-
ment writings, 
1 and 2 Thes-
salonians and 
Galatians, 
which were 
written ten to 
fifteen years 
after the life of 
Jesus, all speak 
of His resur-
rection.  The 
Risen One will 
return as 
judge.  Paul 
places the res-
urrection 
along with 
Jesus’ death as 
the basic foun-
dation of 
Christianity.  
“For I deliv-
ered to you as 
of first impor-
tance what I 
also received, 
that Christ 
died for our 
sins in accor-
dance with the 
Scriptures, 
that He was 
buried, that He 
was raised 
from the dead 
in accordance 
with the Scrip-
tures” (1 Cor 
15:3-4) . . .  



11 

 

Choir:  This is the day the Lord has made;  
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it, in it. 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-

ing with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 

Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified un-

der Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
There will be no Sunday school classes today.  Classes resume next Sun-
day, April 28.  
 

 
 
 
 
. . . The apos-
tle Paul 
makes it clear 
that this 
teaching of 
Christ’s res-
urrection is 
not based 
only on the 
special revela-
tion he re-
ceived from 
Christ Him-
self but is 
verifiable 
through con-
versation 
with eye-
witnesses 
including the 
apostles and 
more than 
five hundred 
people who 
are able to 
give witness 
to the actual 
resurrection 
of Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor 
15:5-6). 
~ Pr. David 

Scaer, 
Christology 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives”  green hymnal #352 

 

St. 1—Soloist   St. 5—All Low Voices 
St. 2—All   St. 6—All 
St. 3—All High Voices  St. 7—Choir 
St. 4—Choir   St. 8 — All 

 

SERMON 
“To Eat What You Plant” 

 
Please stand. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray. 
 

P: . . . O Lord of life, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and 
risen Savior. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY  “Joy to the Heart”       … K. Lee Scott 
 

Choir: Look there! the Christ, our Brother, comes 
 resplendent from the gallows tree 
 and what he brings in his hurt hands 
 is life on life for you and me. 
 
  
 

The freedom 
we have in 
Christ is not 
a civil free-
dom and can-
not be de-
scribed in a 
declaration of 
rights.  It is 
the freedom to 
be God’s chil-
dren in spite 
of our sins 
and in spite 
of the corrup-
tion in our 
human na-
ture.  It is a 
wonderful 
freedom of 
conscience, a 
joyful convic-
tion that we 
are accepted 
by God.  As 
God’s free 
and happy 
children, we 
may use in 
liberty his 
good gifts and 
be just the 
individuals 
we were in-
tended to be 
by the Crea-
tor.  We are 
made free for 
the true life 
he intended 
us to live, a 
life of loving 
service . . .  
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Refrain 

 Joy!  Joy!  joy to the heart 
 all in this good day’s dawning! 
 Joy!  Joy!  joy to the heart 
 all in this good day’s dawning! 
 

 Good Jesus Christ inside his pain 
 looked down Golgotha’s stony slope 
 and let the blood flow from his flesh 
 to fill the springs of living hope.   Refrain 
 

 Good Jesus Christ, our Brother, died 
 in darkest hurt upon the tree 
 to offer us the worlds of light 
 that live inside the Trinity.  Refrain 
 

Please stand. 
 

Congregation and Choir: 

 

 

 

 
Repeat refrain 
 

Choir: Joy!  joy!  joy!  joy!  joy! 
 Joy to the heart! 
 

 

By serving, we 
are not annihi-
lated as indi-
viduals.  The 
single member 
of the body 
grows stronger 
and becomes 
more itself the 
more it serves.  
The limit to 
our Christian 
freedom is the 
fact that we 
live in a fallen 
world.  Free-
dom in Christ 
means slavery 
for the flesh.  
For the sake of 
our weak 
brethren, we 
often have to 
abstain from 
using our free-
dom.  But in 
the resurrec-
tion and in the 
world to come, 
we will to-
gether with all 
God’s creation 
“obtain the 
glorious liberty 
of the children 
of God” (Rom. 
8:21). 
~ Bishop Bo 

Giertz, The 
Freedom We 
Have in 
Christ 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Living God, 
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life.  Send 

your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and 
blood.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. 
C: Alleluia! 
 
 
 

 
 
“Take and eat, 
this is My body 
for you.  Take 
and drink, this 
is My blood 
shed for the 
forgiveness of 
your sins.”   
Into you is 
given the body 
and blood of 
Jesus.  Into 
you, into me, 
into each of us, 
the same body 
and blood...  
“Bodied and 
blooded” to-
gether with 
Him, with each 
other, we have 
communion, 
fellowship.  
Before we can 
be destroyed, 
His body and 
blood in us 
would have to 
be destroyed.  
But He rose, 
manifested Sav-
ior seen and 
heard – Easter 
joy! 
~ Norman  
 Nagel,  
 Concordia 

Journal  
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SEQUENCE HYMN  “Christ Is Arisen” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated.   
 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot come 
forward, you may ask an usher to have Communion brought to you.  
Those not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
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Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“The Day of Resurrection” (sung by the choir)   … arr. Brian Wentzel 
 
“Christ Has Arisen”  blue hymnal #678 
 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  green hymnal #210 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
God our Fa-
ther, may we 
look forward 
with hope to 
our resurrec-
tion, for you 
have made us 
your sons and 
daughters, and 
restored the 
joy of our 
youth.  We ask 
this through 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your 
Son, who lives 
and reigns 
with you and 
the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for 
ever and ever. 
Amen 
 



18 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Alleluia! 
C: Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 
 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”  green hymnal #129 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah” 

… G. F. Handel, arranged by Craig Garner 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: Zion Lutheran Kantorei 

Instrumentalists: Meagan Cihlar; Melissa Peterson; Chad Premeau;  

       Mary Premeau; Kevin Short 

Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke 

           (11:00) Paul Henning 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt 

Acolytes: (9:00) Lilith Christoffersen; Anna Gjerde; Grace Stimac 

      (11:00) Nathan Contreras 

Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring 

 (11:00) Adam Holzschuh 

Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;  
   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 
    (11:00) Al Lippert 

Communion Assistants:  

      (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Ted Gulhaugen; Lois Jarosz 

  (11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Rob Kittel; Cheryl Plautz 

Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Debra Thomas 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Children’s Catechist Ivan Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


