A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Heavenly Father, help me
this day to
cherish Your
gifts, imbibe
Your presence,
and have rekindled in me
a passion for
the lost, the
broken, the
sinful, for people just like
me. Do this
that my heart,
feelings, emotions, and affections may
be turned towards others
in merciful
acts of compassion and
love. In Jesus’
holy name I
pray. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 19, 2019 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
The feelings and emotions that stream from the heart of the
Christian don’t often conform to the world. When the world
reacts coldly, indifferent to sin, suffering, and death, the Christian grieves, is troubled, and called to action. This is because
the Christian heart is a heart in tune with the heart of God. The
unconquerable joy in Christ in the heart of believers leads
them to have appropriate feelings and emotions towards Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, and also towards those whose
hearts have been hardened, hearts that have no joy.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Russell Boelter by
his daughter and son-in-law, Karen and Richard Merlau.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in memory of Sally Lewitzke, whose
birthday was May 22, by her husband, Charles Lewitzke.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. You may
also call the church office to sign up for Bulletin Sponsor.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging
them to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with
you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
 If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“In Thee Is Gladness”

… Michael Burkhardt

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“In Thee Is Gladness” green hymnal #552

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Oftentimes
the more you
grow in your
faith, the
deeper the
darkness
around us
seems. History is full of
strong Christians who
struggled
with despair—think
of Martin
Luther, C. S.
Lewis, and
Dorothy
Sayers, just
for starters.
Unbelievers
aren’t the
only ones
who cry out
to God,
“Why?” And
this, ironic as
it sounds, can
be a powerful
tool in realworld apologetics.
~ Valerie
Locklair,
“Our Only
Answer to
Evil,”
A.D. 2018
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P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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The duty of
singing
praises to
God, seems to
be appointed
wholly to excite and express religious affections. No
other reason
can be assigned, why
we should
express ourselves to God
in verse,
rather than in
prose, and do
it with music,
but only, that
such is our
nature and
frame, that
these things
have a tendency to
move our affections.
~ Jonathan
Edwards,
Religious
Affections,
A.D 1746
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There is no
safe investment. To love
at all is to be
vulnerable.
Love anything, and
your heart
will certainly
be wrung and
possibly be
broken. If you
want to make
sure of keeping it intact,
you must
give your
heart to no
one, not even
to an animal.
Wrap it carefully round
with hobbies
and little
luxuries;
avoid all entanglements;
lock it up safe
in the casket
or coffin of
your selfishness...

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Let us pray . . . O God, you make the minds of your faithful to
be of one will. Grant that we may love what you have commanded and desire what you promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

EPISTLE Revelation 21:1-7
1Then

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have passed away.” 5And he who was seated
on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of
the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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. . . But in that
casket – safe,
dark, motionless, airless – it will
change. It will
not be broken;
it will become
unbreakable,
impenetrable,
irredeemable.
The alternative
to tragedy, or
at least to the
risk of tragedy,
is damnation.
The only place
outside
Heaven where
you can be
perfectly safe
from all the
dangers and
perturbations
of love is
Hell.”
~ C.S. Lewis,
The Four
Loves, A.D
1960

VERSE

It’s a common
and disastrous mistake
to think that
Jesus’ return
is a long time
off, that we
have plenty of
time to fix all
“that stuff
about God”
later. It’s human and understandable
to feel that
times of difficulty and
suffering last
a long time.
Time goes
very slowly
when we suffer.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974

Choir: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will die no more; death
has no more dominion over Him. Alleluia.
I am the way, the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 16th chapter.

12[Jesus

said,] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority,
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 16“A
little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while,
and you will see me.” 17So some of his disciples said to one another,
“What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I
am going to the Father’?” 18So they were saying, “What does he
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.”
19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is
this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A
little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and
you will see me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your
sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a woman is giving birth, she has
sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the
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baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human
being has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now,
but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy from you.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children in the church hall.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” green hymnal #210

SERMON
“Being the Heart”

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
P:

In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God
and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.
As the holy apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves
you,” and “As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Living with him and with his people, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
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For this light
momentary
affliction is
preparing for
us an eternal
weight of
glory beyond
all comparison.
~ 2 Corinthians 4:17

How are you named?
Let the little
children come
to me and do
not hinder
them, for to
such belongs
the kingdom
of heaven.

Sponsors: Maverick William.
P:

Maverick William, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon
your  head and upon your  heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services
of God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,
and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you
should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for
his instruction in the Christian faith that, living in the promise
of Holy Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may
lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. Is it your intention to serve Maverick William as sponsors of this Christian
faith?

~ Matthew
19:14

Sponsors: Yes, with the help of God.
P:

God enable you to will and to do this faithful and loving work
and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

Maverick William is taken to the font.
Truly, truly,
I say to you,
unless one is
born of water
and the
Spirit, he
cannot enter
the kingdom
of God.
~ John 3:5

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and
sustain us and all living things.
By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving
and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.
You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,
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out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and
resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage
to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He hallowed water, making it a sign of
the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his
command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may
be given new life. Wash away his sin, and bring him forth an
inheritor of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please stand.
P: Maverick William, do you renounce the devil?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce him.
P: Do you renounce all his works?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce all his ways?
Sponsors: Yes, I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
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Baptism…
now saves
you, not as a
removal of
dirt from the
body but as
an appeal to
God for a
good conscience,
through the
resurrection
of Jesus
Christ.
~ 1 Peter
3:21

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Repent and be
baptized everyone of you
in the name
of Jesus
Christ for the
forgiveness of
your sins,
and you will
receive the
gift of the
Holy Spirit.
For the promise is for you
and for your
children and
for all who
are far off,
everyone
whom the
Lord our God
calls to himself.
~ Acts
2:38-39

P:

Maverick William, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Maverick William is carried to the altar steps. Please be seated.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you
P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
give you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the
power of sin and raising them up to a new life through this
holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Maverick William: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the Spirit of joy in your presence.
C: Amen
P:

Maverick William, child of God, you have been sealed with the
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
P:

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father
and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you
have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness and strengthen them in your Holy Spirit, that they
may share eternally with their children the salvation you have
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member
of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may
proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same
heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of
God.
P:

Peace be with you.

Maverick William is carried to his place in the congregation.
Please stand. We do not kneel for prayer during the Easter season.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“In Thee Is Gladness” (BWV 615)

… J. S. Bach

Please stand.
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In this pastoral prayer,
the needs of
both church
and world are
brought before
the people as
they give
thanks and
petition the
Father
through the
Son by the
Holy Spirit.
These prayers
flow out of the
readings and
the sermon,
using the
themes of the
day as a focus
for the thanksgiving and the
petitions.
~ Arthur Just
Jr., Heaven
On Earth,
A.D. 2008

OFFERTORY “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”

The rule for
all of us is
perfectly simple. Do not
waste time
bothering
whether you
‘love’ your
neighbor; act
as if you did.
As soon as we
do this we
find one of
the great secrets. When
you are behaving as if
you loved
someone, you
will presently
come to love
him. If you
injure someone you dislike, you will
find yourself
disliking him
more. If you
do him a good
turn, you will
find yourself
disliking him
less...

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

...the Christian,
trying to treat
every one
kindly, finds
himself liking
more and more
people as he
goes on—
including people he could not
even have
imagined himself liking at the
beginning.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Mere Christianity, A.D.
1952

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
At the Last
Supper, Jesus, by His
words and
actions, fulfills His prophetic task as
He foretells
the continuing presence
of His body
for salvation,
accomplished
through offering His body
in substitutionary death
for the life of
all, in the
Lord’s Supper.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”

~ Arthur Just
Jr., Heaven
On Earth,
A.D. 2008
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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God wants to
distract man
from his daily
toil and so open
him to God’s
gifts. To observe
the sabbath is
not a good work
which man
could offer to
God. On the
contrary, it
means pausing
from all our
works and letting God do his
work in and for
us.
~ Vilmos Vajta,
Luther on
Worship,
A.D 1958

CHORAL OFFERING
“Give to Our God Immortal Praise”

… Jeffrey Blersch

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Jerusalem the Golden”

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home” green hymnal #331
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”
(printed on the next page)

In Jesus’ appearing we find
neither a dualist
rejection of the
present world
nor simply his
arrival like a
spaceman into
the present
world but rather
the transformation of the present world, and
ourselves within
it, so that it will
at last be put to
rights and we
with it. Death
and decay will
be overcome,
and God will be
all in all.
~ N. T. Wright,
Surprised by
Hope, A.D.
2008
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“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”

… Jacob B. Weber

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching Pastor: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Lutheran Kantorei
Lector: Landis Holdorf
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolytes: Lilith Christoffersen; Noah Harter; Mitchell Steinke
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen; Grace Mueller
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Vicky Radunz
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A Prayer
as You Go
Gracious
Lord, fashion
my heart in
such a way
that it emulates Your
heart for this
fallen world.
Challenge me
to greater acts
of mercy and
open my eyes
to the needs
of others so
that I may indeed be Your
heart for
those in need.
Help me so to
prove my
love for You
in the heart I
have for others. In Jesus’
holy name, I
pray. Amen.
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