A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Heavenly Father, impart
Your holiness
again to me
this day that I
may receive
You with joy
and thanksgiving. Purge
from my
mind, heart,
and life all
that leads me
astray from
or blocks my
way to the
narrow way
that leads to
Your life everlasting. All
this I ask in
Jesus’ holy
name. Amen.

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 25, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
Often times we can find ourselves asking the wrong kind of
questions. This could happen at school, at the doctors, at the
workplace, perhaps even at the supermarket. This isn’t a bad
thing though. Questions bring answers and clarity. Or as the old
adage goes, “There’s no such thing as a stupid question.” But
what happens if we ask a question and don’t get the answer we
want but the answer we need? We see this in today’s Gospel
reading. Asking if God will save so few people is a good question. Better would be to ask, “Will God save me?”

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast, and the flowers at the altar, are sponsored in honor of
the 65th wedding anniversary (August 21) of Harry and Adele Blair, from their
children, Audrey Sniegowski and Howard Blair and their families.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words,
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the
action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them
to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers.
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PRELUDE
“Prelude & Fugue in F Major” BWV 556

… J. S. Bach

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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The gate of
the Kingdom
is narrow, it
is the gate of
repentance
and faith in
the Savior,
and it’s easy
to miss. It is
not safe to
delay, because
the time is
coming when
the gate will
be shut and
the time of
grace will be
over. While
you are living, you may
effectively
knock at the
door of
heaven, but
beyond the
grave it is too
late.
~ Meditations on the
Gospels,
A.D. 1948

It is hopeless
to offer Christianity as a
vaguely idealistic aspiration of a simple and consoling kind; it
is, on the contrary, a hard,
tough, exacting, and complex doctrine,
steeped in a
drastic and
uncompromising realism. And it is
fatal to imagine that everybody knows
what Christianity is and
needs only a
little encouragement to
practice it...

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Glories of Your Name Are Spoken” green hymnal #358

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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...The brutal
fact is that in
this Christian
country not
one person in
a hundred has
the faintest
notion what
the Church
teaches about
God or man ,
or society or
the person of
Jesus Christ.
If you think
I’m exaggerating, ask the
army chaplains.
~ Dorothy
Sayers,
“Creed or
Chaos” in
Letters to a
Diminished
Church,
A.D. 1942

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
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P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord, you have called us to enter your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by your word and
spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 66:18-23
18“For

I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and
shall see my glory, 19and I will set a sign among them. And from
them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud,
who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off,
that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your
brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses
and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to
my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites
bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD.
21And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says
the LORD. 22“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make
shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring and
your name remain. 23From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares
the LORD.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-15
L:

The LORD, the God of ′gods has spoken;*
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun ′to its setting.

C:

Out of Zion perfect ′in its beauty,*
God reveals him′self in glory.
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...the wrath of
God has a
unique power
to historicize
God. In short,
if God can
truly be
moved to
wrath, God
cannot be a
timeless, apathetic God
beyond history, but God
must be God
in history, in
the sense of
the drama
described in
the Bible. The
God in history who can
be meaningfully moved
to wrath cannot be domesticated...

L:

Our God will come and will ′not keep silence;*
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a
′raging storm.

C:

He calls the heavens and the earth ′from above*
to witness the judgment ′of his people.

L:

“Gather before me my ′loyal followers,*
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed ′it with
sacrifice.”

C:

Let the heavens declare the rightness ′of his cause;*
for God him′self is judge.

L:

Hear O my people, and I will speak: |
“O Israel, I will bear wit′ness against you;*
for I am ′God your God.

C:

I do not accuse you because ′of your sacrifices;*
your offerings are al′ways before me.

L:

I will take no bull-calf ′from your stalls,*
nor he-goats out ′of your pens;

C:

for all the beasts of the for′est are mine,*
the herds in their thousands up′on the hills.

L:

I know every bird ′in the sky,*
and the creatures of the fields are ′in my sight.

C:

If I were hungry I ′would not tell you,*
for the whole world is mine and all ′that is in it.

L:

Do you think I eat the ′flesh of bulls,*
or drink the ′blood of goats?
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C:

Offer to God a sacrifice ′of thanksgiving*
and make good your vows to ′the Most High.

L:

Call upon me in the ′day of trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall ′honor me.”

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Hebrews 12:4-24
4In

your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point
of shedding your blood. 5And have you forgotten the exhortation
that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he
receives.” 7It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not
discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Besides
this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of
spirits and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as it
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we
may share his holiness. 11For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 12Therefore lift
your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out
of joint but rather be healed. 14Strive for peace with everyone, and
for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15See to it
that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who
sold his birthright for a single meal. 17For you know that afterward,
when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
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...The God
who is severed from history cannot
be meaningfully moved
to wrath but
can be domesticated. The
wrath of God
is the critical
expression of
God in history.
~ Kosuke
Koyama,
Water
Buffalo
Theology,
A.D. 1974

In the New
Testament the
question is no
longer if a
person can be
lost; of course
he can. The
question is
how a person
can be
saved…How
many will be
saved? Jesus
didn’t answer
this question.
He encouraged those
who asked to
“enter
through the
narrow
door.” He
said many
would try to
enter and fail.
He refers to
the Last Day,
when our
lives are summarized and
the final
judgment is
passed...

found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 18For
you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and
darkness and gloom and a tempest 19and the sound of a trumpet
and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further
messages be spoken to them. 20For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be
stoned.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I
tremble with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of
a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13th chapter.
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22Jesus

went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and
journeying toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord,
will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24“Strive to
enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to
enter and will not be able. 25When once the master of the house has
risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to
knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26Then you will begin
to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our
streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come
from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you
yourselves cast out. 29And people will come from east and west,
and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of
God. 30And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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...Did we
heed the call,
come to the
Savior, go
through the
door? The
door is always open.
Jesus invites:
come to Me.
He’s speaking
on God’s behalf, and He’s
serious.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974

I believe it to
be a grave
mistake to
present
Christianity
as something
charming and
popular with
no offense in
it. Seeing that
Christ went
about the
world giving
the most violent offence to
all kinds of
people, it
would seem
absurd to expect that the
doctrine of his
person can be
so presented
as to offend
nobody. We
cannot blink
at the face
that gentle
Jesus, meek
and mild, was
so stiff in his
opinions and
so inflammatory in his
language...

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Multitude Comes from East and West” green hymnal #313
Stanza 1: sung by the vocalist
Stanzas 2—4: congregation

SERMON
“First or Last and Cast Out”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.
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VOLUNTARY
“A Multitude Comes from the East and the West”
… Kenneth T. Kosche
Please stand.

OFFERTORY

...that he was
thrown out of
church,
stoned,
hunted form
place to place,
and finally
gibbeted as a
firebrand and
a public danger. Whatever
his peace was,
it was not the
peace of an
amiable indifference; and
he said in so
many words
that what he
brought with
him was fire
and sword.
~ Dorothy
Sayers,
“Creed or
Chaos” in
Letters to a
Diminished
Church,
A.D. 1942

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Truly, truly I
say to you, I
am the door of
the sheep...If
anyone enters
by me, he will
be saved and
will go in and
out and find
pasture

P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

John 10:7, 9

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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This is the confidence we have in
approaching
God: that if we
ask anything
according to his
will, he hears us.
~ 1 John 5:14

Even the abstention from
the Supper
does not exempt a man
from the decision between
faith and unbelief, for by
refusing to
commune, he
has despised
the gift of
Christ. Some
may indeed be
kept away by
religious scruples. The very
sincerity of
their faith may
bring their
unworthiness
to mind. But
Luther answers them by
pointing out
that the Word
and Sacrament do not
rest on our
worthiness...

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION SOLO (9:00)
“Here I Am, Lord”

… Daniel L. Schutte
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Jerusalem the Golden”

...Rather, our
worthiness rests
on the Word and
on the Sacrament. Faith is
not a condition
that man must
fulfil apart from
Word and sacraments, but the
gift which God
imparts through
these means of
grace….Let the
weak in faith
cling to the
Word and seek
neither worthiness nor unworthiness within
himself.

“Let Us Break Bread Together” green hymnal #212
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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~ Vilmos Vajta,
Luther on
Worship,
A.D. 1958

A Prayer
As You Go
We thank
You, O Father, that in
Your mercy
You have
redeemed
us by Your
Son and
made us
members of
Your kingdom of
grace and
heirs of
Your kingdom of
glory.
Guide us
by Your
Holy Spirit
that we
may not
abuse Your
blessings or
neglect
them until
it is too
late. In Jesus name
we ask this.
Amen.
~ Meditations
on the Gospels, A.D.
1948

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Austrian Hymn”

… Franz Joseph Haydn arr. Don Hustad
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+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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(11:00) Lynn Budnik
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
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