A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Heavenly Father, though I
often lose my
way, You
continue to
find me. May
the unspeakable joy this
causes in
heaven also
cause my
heart to swell
with thanksgiving for
your never
failing mercy.
Remind me
always of the
promises You
give to Your
baptized children. Help
me lead others to Your
life-giving
Water and
Word. Amen.

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 15, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
“Don’t rain on my parade.” We say this to someone who is ruining a joyful moment or celebration. In today’s Gospel reading,
this is a point Jesus makes to the scribes and Pharisees: they
were “raining” on God’s “parade” of sinners who were joyfully
following and eating with the Lord who granted them the forgiveness only He can give. They “rained” on God’s “parade” by
grumbling. And so it goes. The mercy the Lord doles out in
abundant measure day after day has caused grumbling ever
since. Grumbling is a sure sign sinners have been found!

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Lawrence O. Grade
by family and friends.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in loving memory of their mother, Pearl L.
Tranetzki, who passed away September 16, 2016, by her children: Thomas Tranetzki and wife, Emi; and Polly Ann Nemec and husband, Larry, and family.
The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words,
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the
action at the altar.
 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them
to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers.
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PRELUDE
Partita on St. Denio (“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)
… Austin Lovelace

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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I have come
into the world
as light, so
that whoever
believes in me
may not remain in darkness. If anyone hears my
words and
does not keep
them, I do not
judge him;
for I did not
come to judge
the world but
to save the
world. The
one who rejects me and
does not receive my
words has a
judge; the
word that I
have spoken
will judge
him on the
last day
~ John
12:46-48

Now, indeed,
[the disciples]
could go out
and “do
something”
about the
problem of sin
and suffering.
They had seen
the strong
hands of God
twist the
crown of
thorns into a
crown of
glory, and in
hands as
strong as that
they knew
themselves
safe. They had
misunderstood practically everything that
Christ had
ever said to
the, but no
matter: the
thing made
sense at last,
and the
meaning was
far beyond
anything they
had
dreamed...

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” green hymnal #526

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

5

...They had
seen the face
of the living
God turned
upon them;
and it was the
face of a suffering and
rejoicing
man.
~ Dorothy
Sayers,
“The Other
Six Deadly
Sins” in
Letters to a
Diminished
Church,
A.D. 1942

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
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P:

Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us that we
may not be lost forever but follow you, rejoicing in the way
that leads to eternal life; for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11-24
11“For

thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for
my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his
flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will
I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.
13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing
land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down,
declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice. 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold,
I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats.
18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you
must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to
drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water
with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden
with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?
20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself
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The motif of
celebration
comes so
much to the
fore that we
may recognize the development in
Jesus’ parabolic reply of
a well-defined
contrast between the
complaint
and grumbling typical
of the Pharisees and legal
experts and
the joy and
festivity characteristic of
God…

will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you
push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock;
they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and
sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:169-176
L:

Let my cry come before ′you O LORD;*
give me understanding according ′to your word.

C:

Let my supplication ′come before you;*
deliver me according ′to your promise.

L:

My lips shall pour ′forth your praise,*
when you teach ′me your statutes.

C:

My tongue shall sing ′of your promise,*
for all your command′ments are righteous.

L:

Let your hand be read′y to help me,*
for I have chosen ′your commandments.

C:

I long for your salva′tion, O LORD,*
and your law is ′my delight.

L:

Let me live and ′I will praise you,*
and let your ′judgments help me.
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C:

I have gone astray like a sheep ′that is lost;*
search for your servant for I do not forget ′your commandments.

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12-17
12I

thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,
14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for
this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display
his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in
him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

...The former
see only that
Jesus
wrongly extends hospitality to socio
-religious
outcasts,
while the latter indicates
how Jesus’
behavior signals the restoration of the
lost through
repentance.
~ Joel B.
Green, The
Gospel of
Luke:
NICNT,
A.D. 1997
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God doesn’t
accept and
like all the
wrong things
that happen
on earth, but
He has mercy
on us all—as
we all do
wrong—and
allows us to
come to Him
and escape
from all the
wrong in the
world for
awhile…God
loves sinners,
not because
they sin, but
because are
His children
gone astray,
in trouble,
and threatened with
irreparable
misfortune if
they can’t
find their way
home…

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.

1Now

the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
Jesus. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So Jesus told them this
parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country,
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’
7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance. 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses
one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy
before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
(printed on the next page)

…Just because the
danger is so
great, the joy
will be that
much greater
in heaven
when one of
the lost finds
the way back.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974
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“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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SERMON
“Grumble, Mumble, Mutter, Mum …”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

… Michael Burkhardt

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

For me, the
congregations
I have been
visiting are
unlike the
religious leaders in Luke’s
text. Rather
than standing
on the side
judging Jesus,
they are
standing on
the side
wringing
their hands.
They are not
sure how to
reach out to
the lost in our
world because
our world has
journeyed so
far from
home. They
see the church
shrinking,
children walking away from
the faith, and
they want to
reach out, but
they are just
not sure what
to do.
~ Rev. Dr.
David
Schmitt,
A.D. 2019
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Those who
are well have
no need of a
physician,
but those who
are sick. I
have not come
to call the
righteous but
sinners to
repentance.
~ Luke
5:31-32

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

Today salvation
has come to this
house, since he
[Zacchaeus] also
is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of Man
came to seek and
save the lost.
~ Luke 19:9-10

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
15

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use the
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought
to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith,
binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMN
“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”

The only cure
for sagging of
fainting faith is
Communion.
Though always
Itself, perfect an
complete and
inviolate, the
Blessed Sacrament does not
operate completely and once
for all in any of
us. Like the act
of Faith is must
be continuous
and grow by
exercise. Frequency is of the
highest effect.
Seven times a
week is more
nourishing than
seven times at
intervals.
~ J.R.R. Tolkien,
in a letter to
his son, Michael (A.D.
1963). From
The Letters of
J.R.R. Tolkien
(pp. 338-339)
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A Prayer
As You Go
Lord, is it
possible that
I could create happiness in
heaven?
Could there
be joy in
Your presence because I regret my actions and
am
ashamed,
yet dare to
come to You
because I
have no one
else to go
to? I’m coming, Lord
Jesus. I dare
come to You
because You
call sinners
and receive
them. Praise
be to You,
Friend of
publicans
and sinners!
~ Bo Giertz,
A.D. 1974

COMMUNION HYMN
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” green hymnal #456
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Toccata Giocosa”

… Gilbert M. Martin

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
(11:00) The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocalist: Ted Gulhaugen
Lector: (9:00) Landis Holdorf
(11:00) Carl Boettcher
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: (9:00) Ethan Hochberger
(11:00) Mara Stahl
Elder: (9:00) Robb Halverson
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Rob Kittel
(11:00) Gary Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Deb Thomas
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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