
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Lord, I am 
unable to 
stand under 
the cross, un-
able of my-
self, but be 
Thou pleased 
to ease this 
load by forti-
fying my 
spirit, that I 
may be 
strongest 
when I am 
weakest, and 
may be able 
to do and suf-
fer everything 
that Thou 
pleasest, 
through 
Christ who 
strengthenest 
me. 
~ Jeremy  
 Taylor 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 6, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  Can faith really uproot a tree and 
throw it into the sea?  So says our Lord Jesus Christ in today’s 
Gospel reading.  What’s He getting at?  He’s getting at the great 
power of faith: it does everything, even the unexpected.  As the 
great reformer, Martin Luther, once declared, “The law says, ‘Do 
this,’ and it is never done; the gospel says, ‘Believe this,’ and it is 
done already.”  The Gospel of Jesus and faith in Him do by the 
power of His promise what the law demands but never does.  So 
we come today for faith to be born, renewed, and nourished. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Nila Roesler by her family. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Ed and Ellie Martin in honor of their 

60th wedding anniversary on October 3. 
 The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are from the Meier/Lammers wedding. 
 The sponsor charts for 2019 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 

sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 

Thoughts on the Pastoral Ministry 
 The pastors of America have metamorphosed into a company of shopkeepers, 
and the shops they keep are churches.  They are preoccupied with shopkeeper’s con-
cerns – how to keep the customers happy, how to lure customers away from com-
petitors down the street, how to package the goods so that the customers will lay out 
more money ...  The biblical fact is that there are no successful churches.  There are, 
instead, communities of sinners, gathered before God week after week in towns and 
villages all over the world.  The Holy Spirit gathers them and does His work in them.  
In these communities of sinners, one of the sinners is called pastor and given a desig-
nated responsibility in the community.  The pastor’s responsibility is to keep the 
community attentive to God.  It is this responsibility that is being abandoned in 
spades.  
  Is my primary orientation [as a pastor ] God’s grace, His mercy, His action in 
creation and covenant? ... How do I maintain a sense of pastoral vocation in the mid-
dle of a community of people who are long practiced in comparative shopping and 
who don’t get overly exercised on the fine points of pastoral integrity? 
 There is an old and good answer to these questions.  It is not one-liner advice 
but immersion in a subject that used to be the core curriculum in the formation of 
pastors and priests.  The subject went under the name of ascetical theology, what I 
am calling “working the angles.” ... the three training practices that are basic to all 
pastoral work: the act of prayer, the reading of Scripture, and the practice of spiritual 
direction.  Without these practices there can be no developing substance in pastoral 
work.  Without an adequate “ascetic” the best of talents and best of intentions cannot 
prevent a thinning out into a life that becomes mostly impersonation.  
  ~ Eugene H. Peterson, Working the Angles: The Shape of Pastoral Integrity  
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers.   
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PRELUDE 
Three Interpretations of “Let the Whole Creation Cry” 

… Paul Manz; Robert A. Hobby; Wayne L. Wold 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am sinful, 
reprobate, 
condemned; 
but in Thy 
holy name 
there is right-
eousness, 
election, sal-
vation; but in 
Thy name I 
was baptized; 
in Thy name 
do I believe; 
in Thy name 
I will die; in 
Thy name 
will I rise 
again, and in 
Thy blessed 
name will I 
appear at the 
judgment. 
~ Johann 

Gerhard  
 Sacred 

Medita-
tions ,  

 early  
 1600s A.D. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 “Let the Whole Creation Cry”  green hymnal #242 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We bless the 
God of 
heaven, and 
we will praise 
him in the 
sight of all  
the living,  
because he 
hath shown 
us his mercy. 
~ The  
 Liturgical 

Year, 
 volume 10, 

book 1, 
p.111 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do pray 
for mercy, 
And that 
same prayer 
doth teach us 
all to render 
The deeds of 
mercy. 
~ William 

Shake-
speare,  

 The Mer-
chant of 
Venice, 
Portia at 
IV.1  
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 
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P: Let us pray . . . O God, our refuge and strength, the author of 
all godliness, by your grace hear the prayers of your church.  
Grant that those things which we ask in faith we may receive 
through your bountiful mercy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00) 
 “We Walk by Faith”           … Michael D. Costello 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
1:1The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2O LORD, how long 
shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you 
“Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make me see iniq-
uity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence 
are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law is paralyzed, 
and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the right-
eous; so justice goes forth perverted. 2:1I will take my stand at my 
watchpost and station myself on the tower,  and look out to see 
what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my com-
plaint. 2And the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it 
plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. 3For still the vision 
awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it 
seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 
4“Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the 
righteous shall live by his faith. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Christians 
we do not put 
our faith in 
empty phrases; 
we are not car-
ried off by sud-
den floods of 
emotion; we 
are not se-
duced by 
smooth and 
eloquent 
speeches.  On 
the contrary, 
we put our 
faith in words 
spoken by the 
power of God, 
spoken by the 
Word himself 
at God’s com-
mand. 
~ Hippolytus 

of Rome,  
 170-235 

A.D. 
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PSALM 62 
Choir/ For God alone my soul in ′silence waits;* 
L: from him comes ′my salvation. 
 
C: He alone is my rock and ′my salvation,* 
 my stronghold so that I shall not be ′greatly shaken. 
 
Choir/ How long will you assail me to crush me, all of ′you  
L: together,* 
 as if you were a leaning fence, a ′toppling wall? 
 
C: They seek only to bring me down from my ′place of 

honor;* 
 lies are their ′chief delight. 
 
Choir/ They bless ′with their lips* 
L: but in their ′hearts they curse. 
 
C: For God alone my soul in ′silence waits;* 
 truly my hope ′is in him. 
 
Choir/ He alone is my rock and ′my salvation,* 
L: my stronghold so that I shall ′not be shaken. 
 
C: In God is my safety ′and my honor;* 
 God is my strong rock ′and my refuge. 
 
Choir/ Put your trust in him al′ways O people,* 
L: pour out your hearts before him for God ′is our refuge. 
 
C: Those of high degree are but a ′fleeting breath,* 
 even those of low estate can′not be trusted. 
 
Choir/ On the scales they are lighter ′than a breath,* 
L: all of ′them together. 
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C: Put no trust in extortion;  |  in robbery take no ′empty 
pride;* 

 though wealth increase set not your ′heart upon it. 
 
Choir/ God has spoken once, twice ′have I heard it,* 
L: that power be′longs to God. 
 
C: Steadfast love is ′yours, O Lord,* 
 for you repay everyone according ′to his deeds. 
 
All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the 
promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved 
child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Je-
sus our Lord. 3I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with 
a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers 
night and day. 4As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I 
may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 
that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands, 7for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control. 8Therefore do not be ashamed of 
the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in 
suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9who saved us and 
called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of 
his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 
the ages began, 10and which now has been manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11for 
which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12which 
is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith is as-
sured of per-
fect joy in the 
spacious place 
of freedom, 
not because 
this joy is 
already visi-
ble, but be-
cause this joy 
has been 
promised. 
~ Oswald 

Bayer,  
 Living By 

Faith  
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have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until 
that Day what has been entrusted to me. 13Follow the pattern of the 
sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. 14By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, 
guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th chapter. 

 
 
1And Jesus said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to 
come, but woe to the one through whom they come! 2It would be 
better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he 
were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little 
ones to sin. 3Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, re-
buke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4and if he sins against you 
seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I re-
pent,’ you must forgive him.” 5The apostles said to the Lord, 
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“Increase our faith!” 6And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a 
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be up-
rooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7“Will any 
one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him 
when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at 
table’? 8Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and 
dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward 
you will eat and drink’? 9Does he thank the servant because he did 
what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that 
you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have 
only done what was our duty.’ ” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “I Know My Faith Is Founded” 
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SERMON  
“Running on Empty” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“I Know My Faith Is Founded” … Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

 

 
Shall we, 
whose souls 
are lighted 
 
With wisdom 
from on high, 
 
Shall we to 
men be-
nighted 
 
The lamp of 
life deny? 
 
Salvation! O 
Salvation! 
 
The joyful 
sound pro-
claim, 
 
Till earth’s 
remotest na-
tion 
 
Has learned 
Messiah’s 
name. 
 
~ Bishop 

Reginald 
Heber, 
From 
Greenland’s 
Icy Moun-
tains 
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OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hunger 
and thirst 
after God.  It 
is not enough 
for us to 
know him 
and to love 
him.  We 
would clasp 
him, draw 
him to our-
selves, hold 
him fast, and, 
bold as it 
sounds, we 
would take 
him into our-
selves as we 
do our neces-
sary food and 
drink, and 
thereby still 
and satisfy 
our hunger to 
the full. 
~ Romano 

Guardini, 
1900s A.D. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just as one 
cannot enjoy 
the wine 
unless the 
grape is first 
treaded and 
pressed, so we 
too cannot 
drink the blood 
of Christ 
unless Christ 
had first been 
trodden and 
pressed and 
had emptied 
the cup in or-
der to offer it 
to the faithful. 
~ Cyprian, 

Bishop of 
Carthage, 

 died 258 
A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Lord,  
my King 
 
My love goes 
out to thee, 
 
Drawn by  
the love 
 
Wherewith I 
am enabled to 
return by thy 
love. 
 
Lamb of God, 
slain from the 
first begin-
ning of all 
time, 
 
Lamb of God, 
slain until 
the consum-
mation of the 
end, 
 
Lamb of God, 
slain upon a 
day in his-
tory . . .  
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Please be seated. 

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  green hymnal #479 
 
“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”  green hymnal #208 

 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Throned  
in death 
 
Upon the altar 
of thy Cross, 
 
The one and 
only sacrifice 
for sin, 
 
We magnify 
thy Name. 
 
~ Gilbert 

Shaw 



18 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
O Lord God, 
when thou 
givest to thy 
servants to 
endeavour 
any great 
matter, 
grant us to 
know that it 
is not the 
beginning 
but the con-
tinuing of 
the same, 
until it be 
thoroughly 
finished, 
which 
yieldeth the 
true glory. 
~ Sir Francis 

Drake 
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POSTLUDE 
“Grand Chœur” … Theodore Salome 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 
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Preaching: The Rev. Steven K. Gjerde 

Presiding: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei 

Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke 

           (11:00) Gary Gisselman 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey 

Acolyte: (9:00) Taylor Halverson 

    (11:00) Carter Kulesa 

Elder: (9:00) Ken Rodemeier 

 (11:00) Adam Holzschuh 

Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;  
   Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter 

Communion Assistants: 

     (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Rob Kittel 

   (11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Gary Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz 

Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Bonnie Waack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



20 

 

Acknowledgements  
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.  Used by per-

mission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB129062.  Scripture quotations are from 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

 

“I Know My Faith Is Founded”:  Tune and Text: Public Domain. 

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


