Feast of the Reformation
October 27, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Zion Lutheran Church + Wausau, Wisconsin

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Charles Brandenburg’s
birthday, October 31, 1910, by his wife, Adeline Brandenburg and family.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Larry and Lenore Grosinske in celebration of their 41st wedding anniversary on October 21.

What Is “the Reformation”?
1) History: The Reformation started around 1517 A.D., when a Catholic priest,
Martin Luther, posted 95 statements (“theses”) to the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, Germany, calling on the pope to preach the forgiveness of sins freely.
This prompted a negative reaction from Rome that forced Luther and his supporters
to teach their faith more thoroughly, sparking widespread reform of the Catholic
Church. The Lutheran Church is the reformed Catholic Church.
2) Faith: The heart of the Reformation is the promise, taught in Holy Scripture
by our Lord Jesus and His apostles, that God makes sinners righteous (“all-right”)
for the sake of Christ crucified alone, as a gift, without any preparation, contribution,
or cooperation from sinners themselves. This gift is called “justification by faith.” It
is the free gift of life with God now and in the world to come. God gives this gift to
sinners through the preaching of His promises, which creates faith.
3) Devotion: Because God forgives sinners freely and for Jesus’ sake alone, the
Lutheran Church centers on 1) preaching the promises of Jesus through word and
sacrament; 2) speaking to God in praise, thanksgiving, and times of trial; and 3) doing good works, not to earn God’s favor (already freely given in Jesus!) but to serve
and help the neighbor. Lutheran spirituality is a matter of faith: trusting what God
has spoken; trusting God to hear us; and trusting God to be at work in our daily labor and suffering as we await His coming in glory.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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Today’s liturgy follows the pattern of Martin Luther’s German
Mass, or Deutsche Messe, arranged by the Reformer in 1526 A.D.

PRELUDES
“Thy Strong Word”
“Thy Strong Word”
Toccata on “Thy Strong Word”

… Adrian Mann
… Valerie A. Floeter
… Benjamin M. Culli

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Thy Strong Word” (printed on the next two pages)

One thing,
and only one
thing, is necessary for
Christian life,
righteousness, and
freedom. That
one thing is
the most holy
Word of God,
the gospel of
Christ...if it
has the Word
of God it is
rich and lacks
nothing, since
it is the Word
of life, truth,
light, peace,
righteousness, salvation, joy, liberty, wisdom,
power, grace,
glory, and of
every incalculable blessing.
~ Martin
Luther,
1520 A.D.
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The more
Christian a
man is, the
more evil, sufferings, and
deaths he
must endure,
as we see in
Christ the
first-born
prince himself, and all
his brethren
the saints. The
power of
which we
speak is spiritual. It rules
in the minds
of enemies
and is powerful in the
midst of oppression. This
means nothing else than
that “power is
made perfect
in weakness” [2 Cor
12:9] and that
in all things I
can find profit
towards salvation [Rom
8:28], so that
the cross and
death itself are
compelled to
serve me and
to work...
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Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
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Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
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God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Please kneel.

KYRIE “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved”

...together for
my salvation.
This is a
splendid
privilege and
hard to attain, a truly
omnipotent
power, a
spiritual dominion inn
which there is
nothing so
good and
nothings so
evil but that
it shall work
together for
good to me, if
only I believe.
Yes, since
faith alone
suffices for
salvation, I
need nothing
except faith
exercising the
power and
dominion of
its own liberty. Lo, this
is the inestimable power
and liberty of
Christians[!]
~Martin Luther, 1520
A.D.

Please stand.
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Although
from the beginning f the
Christian
faith we have
learned that
the kingdom
of heaven is
sais to be approaching,
here, however, he proclaims that
the hour of
his judgment
will come
very soon and
is virtually
here already.
And therefore
he maintains
that preaching of this
kind must
necessarily be
made known
to all people,
as also the
Lord said,
“This gospel
will be
preached
throughout
the world,
and then the
end will
come.” And
to show that
that moment
of time takes
place...

GLORIA “All Glory Be to God on High”
The choir sings stanza 3.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your
Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in
your Word, protect and comfort us in all temptations, defend
us against all our enemies, and bestow on the Church your
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Revelation 14:6-7
6Then

I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation
and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and springs of water.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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...when the
adversity of
the last persecution will
draw near, he
has rather
added that the
temporal
power of the
beast should
best be regarded as insignificant and
that the Lord
rather be
feared, whom
every one of
his creatures,
whom he mentions, acknowledges to
be eternal.
~ Primasius,
554 A.D.

God does not
want to be
known except
through
Christ; as
John 1:18
says, The
Son, ‘who is
at the Father's side, he
has made him
known.’
Christ is the
Offspring
promised to
Abraham; on
whom God
founded all
His promises.
Therefore
Christ alone
is the means,
and (as I
might say)
the mirror
through
which we see
God and
know His
will. Through
Christ God
announces
His favor and
mercy to us.
In Christ we
see that God
is not a
wrathful taskmaster and
judge but a
gracious and
most...

PSALM 46
“God Is Our Refuge and Strength”

… John A. Behnke

Choir: Antiphon
God is our refuge and our strength, our only help in
trouble.

Choir: We will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountain fall into the sea,
though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
C:

Antiphon

Choir: Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
He lifts His voice, the earth melts.
The Lord Almighty is with us,
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
C:

Antiphon
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Choir: He makes wars cease He breaks the bow
and burns the shields with fire.
Be still, be still, be still and know that I am God.
The Lord Almighty is with us,
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
C:

Antiphon

Choir: God is our refuge and our strength, our only help in
trouble.

SECOND LESSON Romans 3:19-28
19Now

we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God
has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it—22the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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...kind Father,
who blesses
us, that is,
who liberates
us from the
Law, sin,
death, and
every evil,
and gives us
grace, righteousness, and
eternal life
through
Christ. He
did not spare
His own Son,
but He gave
Him up for
us all. This is
a sure knowledge of God
and a divine
conviction,
which does
not deceive us
but portrays
God Himself
in a specific
form, outside
of which there
is no God.
~ Martin Luther, 1531

The Gospel
speaks of sin
as a form of
bondage…
[This] saying
presupposes
that people
need to be
made free,
which means
they are currently not
free. If the
truth gives
people freedom, the
falsehood
holds them
captive. These
words—”the
truth will
make you
free—have
been etched
on the walls
of universities and great
libraries, inspiring students to pursue various
fields of
higher learning. But in
the Gospel
this saying
has to do with
Jesus’ word
concerning
himself and
his Father,
and with...

Please stand.

GRADUAL HYMN “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray”
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
31Jesus

said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in
my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We
are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34Jesus answered
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the
son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today. Classes resume next Sunday.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Salvation Unto Us Has Come” green hymnal #297
The choir sings stanza 3.

SERMON
“Coming Home”
Please stand.
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...the truth
that overcomes human
estrangement
from
God...Those
claiming
never to have
been in bondage cannot
see the truth
about their
own history...The
people who
meet Jesus
insist they are
free, and if
this is true,
then they
have no need
of the freedom
he offers...Rejectin
g the offer of
freedom reveals the
depth of their
bondage.
~ Craig
Koester,
2008 A.D.

CREED “We All Believe in One True God”
Choir: Stanza 1; Congregation: Stanzas 2 and 3

Choir:
All:
All:

Surely, we
are named
after Christ,
not because
he is absent
from us, but
because he
dwells in us,
that is, because we believe in him
and are
Christ’s one
to another
and do to our
neighbors as
Christ does to
us.
~ Martin
Luther,
1520 A.D.
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Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Salvation Unto Us Has Come”

… David Cherwien

Please stand.
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We believe,
teach, and
confess that
this faith is
not a mere
knowledge of
the stories
about Christ.
It is instead a
gift of God,
through
which in the
Word of the
gospel we
recognize
Christ truly
as our redeemer and
trust in him,
so that solely
because of his
obedience, by
grace, we
have the forgiveness of
sins, are regarded as
godly and
righteous by
God the Father, and have
eternal life.
~ Epitome,
Article III:
Righteousness 1577
A.D.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to you, O Lord our God, king of
all creation, for you have had mercy on us and given your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. Grant us your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of your Son in
true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with
which Christ gives to us his body and blood for our forgiveness. By your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for
the boundless love which he manifested to us when, by pouring out his precious blood, he saved us from your righteous
wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive
his body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of his salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, we receive his testament:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

The true and
worthy guests,
for whom this
precious sacrament above all
was instituted
and established, are the
Christians
who are weak
in faith, fragile
and troubled,
who are terrified in their
hearts by the
immensity and
number of
their sins and
think that they
are not worthy
of this precious
treasure and of
the benefits of
Christ because
of their great
impurity =,
who feel the
weakness of
their faith and
deplore it, and
who desire
with all their
heart to serve
God with a
stronger more
resolute faith
and purer obedience.
~ Formula of
Concord, VII
1578.
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SANCTUS “Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old”
Choir:
Isaiah in a vision did of old
The Lord of hosts enthroned on high behold;
His splendid train was wide outspread until
Its streaming glory did the temple fill.
Above his throne the shining seraphim
With sixfold wings did rev’rence unto him:
With two each seraph hid his glorious face,
And two about his feet did interlace,
And with the other two he soared on high;
And one unto another thus did cry:
Congregation:

Choir:
The beams and lintels at their crying shook,
And all the house was filled with billowing smoke.
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PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
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The promise
of resurrection means
that the relationship with
God that begins in faith
has a future.
It is not determined by
death. If
God’s command brings
Jesus through
death to life,
Jesus will also
bring His
followers
through their
own deaths to
life…[It]
means that
they are
brought
through death
to life, for
Jesus’ resurrection defines the
shape of the
resurrection
hope for those
who follow
Him.

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.

~ Craig
Koester,
2008 A.D.

BENEDICTION

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

ANTHEM (9:00 a.m. only)
The “Sola” Song

… Christine Behnke

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Faith of Our Fathers” green hymnal #500
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” green hymnal #230

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen
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Please turn towards the cross as it carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (printed on the next page)

A Prayer
as You Go
Grant us, O
Lord, not to
mind earthly
things, but to
love things
heavenly; and
even now,
while we are
placed among
things that
are passing
away, to
cleave to
those that
shall abide;
through Jesus
Christ our
Lord. Amen.
~ Leonine
Sacramentary, Sixth
Century
A.D.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Bethany: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choirs: Zion Lutheran Kantorei;
(9:00 a.m. only) Sunday School Choir
Instrumentalists: Meagan Cihlar, Melissa Peterson; Chad Premeau;
Mary Premeau; Kevin Short
Lector: (9:00) Robert Hochberger
(11:00) Carl Boettcher
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolytes: (9:00) Taylor Halverson; Noah Harter; Asa Rich
(11:00) Nathan Contreras
Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring
(11:00) Lynn Budnik
Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening;
Ken Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Rob Kittel; Bill Metter
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Donna Nuernberg
Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
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zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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