
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Amen!  
Come, Lord 
Jesus, and 
reign among 
us.  Come 
and shine 
light into our 
darkness 
and fill Your 
creation with 
Your glory, 
that your Fa-
ther be 
praised 
among us 
and Your 
Word 
trusted by 
all; for You 
live and 
reign with 
the Father 
and the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, now 
and forever.  
Amen 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 8, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Repent!  It’s a hard word.  Who 
wants to be told to change?  Who wants to learn that he or she 
has walked the wrong path?  We often want to avoid such 
hard messages.  But God shows His love in this:  He does not 
leave us to our sin, but He speaks that message of repentance 
in order to save us, that we may turn and live!  We therefore 
remember the ministry of John the Baptist on this Second Sun-
day in Advent as we contemplate the speedy return of our 
Lord. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Bob and Marilyn Stankowski in 
memory of her parents, Ehard and Leona Liesch; brother, Dale; and sister-in-
law, Sharon Liesch. 

 Today’s bulletins are sponsored in thankfulness for all of God’s blessings by 
Barb Ziebell and family. 

 The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2020 will be available 
later in December. 

 
A Reflection on Advent 

Many people . . . are surprised, even baffled, to learn that we do not sing 
Christmas hymns or decorate until December 24. The month of December is spent, 
instead, in the observance of a somewhat mysterious season called Advent. 

Advent’s themes are: 1) the darkness of a world condemned, given over by 
God to its own sin, and 2) the advancing rays of the Daystar, the One Who comes 
into such a world to bear its sin away—God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very 
God. 

The Church emphasizes the Advent season as a time to look very seriously 
into the darkness of our situation before leaping too quickly or too cheaply into the 
light. Advent is a time for focusing on the gravity of the human predicament which 
the Lamb of God took upon Himself, the broken condition of the world in which the 
Word was made flesh. 

. . . . In a very real sense, the Christian community lives in Advent all the time; 
it is “The Time Between” (W.H. Auden). The people of God live at the very frontier 
of the ages: The–Time-Between the first coming of Christ in the stable in Bethlehem 
and His second coming in glory to judge the living and the dead. In The-Time-
Between, our lives are hidden with Christ in God; “when Christ, Who is our life, ap-
pears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:3-4). 

Advent contains within itself the perfect balance of the now and the not-yet; 
the hiddenness, suffering and pain of the Christian life in this world now is held in 
dynamic tension with the promise of future glory which is yet to come.  

~ The Episcopal Church of St. Michael and St. George 
Clinton, Missouri + First Sunday of Advent 1996 

 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent II 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
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P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly 

deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.   

 

P: Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Prepare the Royal Highway”  green hymnal #26 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Make ready 

the way of the 

Lord!”  Such 

preparation 
is spiritual, it 

consists in the 

deep convic-
tion and con-

fession that 

you are unfit, 

a sinner, 
poor, 

damned, and 

miserable 
with all the 

works you are 

able to do.  
Where this 

conviction is 

wrought, the 

heart is 
opened for 

the Lord’s 

entrance with 
His forgive-

ness and 

gifts.  
~ Martin  

  Luther 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be 

enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It is the grace 

of God . . . 
that we are 

not left alone 

in our dark-
ness and in 

our revolt, 

that God does 

not do to us 
that terrible 

thing which 

He has full 
right to do, 

that He does 

not “deliver 

us up.” In the 
darkness His 

light shines, 

and in our 
blindness that 

light strikes 

us, and in our 
shut-in-ness 

His voice still 

reaches us . . 

. The initia-
tive is all with 

Jesus, and not 

with us. 
~ Martin 

Franzmann, 

 1907-1976 

A.D.  

 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00) 

 “The King Shall Come”   … Robert A. Hobby 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 11:1-10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD 

shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall 

not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth 

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 

faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the 

lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 

calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 

shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 

shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The 

nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 

child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or 

destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the 

root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 

shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 72:1-7 
Choir/ Give the king your jus′tice O God,* 

L: and your righteousness to ′the king’s son; 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Advent 

mystery is the 

beginning of 
the end of all 

in us that is 

not yet Christ. 

~ Thomas 
Merton,  

 1915-1968 

A.D. 
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C: that he may rule your ′people righteously* 

 and the ′poor with justice; 

 

Choir/ that the mountains may bring prosperity ′to the people,* 

L: and the little ′hills bring righteousness. 
 

C: He shall defend the needy a′mong the people;* 

 he shall rescue the poor and crush ′the oppressor. 

 

Choir/ He shall live as long as the sun and ′moon endure,* 

L: from one generation ′to another. 
 

C: He shall come down like rain upon ′the mown field,* 

 like showers that wa′ter the earth. 

 

Choir/ In his time shall the ′righteous flourish;* 

L: there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall            

′be no more. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 15:4-13 
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our in-

struction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 

of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 

and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one an-

other, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7There-

fore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the cir-

cumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the prom-
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ises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise 

you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is 

said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise 

the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And 

again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises 

to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is 

he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s 

hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 

 
Paul says:  

“Welcome 
one another 

as Christ wel-

comed you, 
for the glory 

of God.”  

Now welcom-

ing one an-
other means 

being willing 

to share one 
another’s 

thoughts and 

feelings, 

bearing one 
another’s 

burdens, and 

preserving 
the unity of 

the Spirit in 

the bond of 
peace.  This 

is how God 

accepted us 

in Christ.  
~ Cyril of 

Alexandria, 

376-444 
A.D.  
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and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 

about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw 

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 

to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for 

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who 

is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not wor-

thy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

 
 

 
 

 Do you want 

the kingdom 
of heaven to 

be near you?  

Prepare these 

ways in your 
heart, in your 

senses and in 

your soul.  
Pave within 

you the way 

of chastity, 

the way of 
faith and  

…holiness.  

Build roads 
of justice.  

Remove every 

scandal of 
offense from 

your heart… 

Then, through 

the thoughts 
of your heart 

and the very 

movements of 
your soul, 

Christ the 

King will en-
ter along cer-

tain paths. 

~Chromatius, 

   400 A.D. 



10 

 

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”  green hymnal #36 
 

SERMON 

“Whose Child?” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
(9:00)  “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” (Puer Nobis) 

       … Harold Owen 
 

(11:00)  “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” (Puer Nobis) 

       … Charles W. Ore 
 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Offertory 
that we use 

during Advent 

is the song 
that the Vir-

gin Mary 

sang (Luke 
1:46) upon 

hearing that 

she would 

give birth to 
the Savior: 

“My soul 

proclaims the 
greatness of 

the Lord”.  

Mary lived in 
the expecta-

tion of her 

Son’s birth, 

and now, in 
Advent, we 

join her in 

that expecta-
tion and re-

new our hope 

in the Lord. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-

ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 

with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The bread in 

your cup-

board be-
longs to the 

hungry per-

son; the coat 
hanging un-

used in your 

closet belongs 
to the person 

who needs it; 

the shoes rot-

ting in your 
closet belong 

to the person 

with no 
shoes. 

~ Basil the 

Great,  

 329-379 
A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God saw the 
world falling 

to ruin be-

cause of fear 
and immedi-

ately acted to 

call it back 
with love.  

God invited it 

by grace, pre-

served it by 
love, and em-

braced it with 

compassion. 
~ Peter  

 Chryso-

logus,  
 380-450 

A.D. 



14 

 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
To emphasize 

more the free 

gift of God, 

we do not say 
that we come 

to the king-

dom of God, 
but rather 

pray that it 

may come to 
us. For Christ 

speaks more 

plainly, "The 

kingdom of 
God has 

come to 

you" (Luke 
11:20) 

~ Martin 

Chemnitz,  

 1500s A.D. 
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  green hymnal #29 

 

“Once He Came in Blessing”  green hymnal #312 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  “Nunc Dimittis” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Prayer as 
You Go 
Father in 
heaven, 

the day draws 

near when the 
glory of your 

Son will 

make radiant 
the night of 

the waiting 

world.  May 

the lure of 
greed not im-

pede us from 

the joy which 
moves the 

hearts of 

those who 

seek him. 
May the dark-

ness not blind 

us to the vi-
sions of wis-

dom which 

fills the 
minds of 

those who 

find him.  

Amen 
~ an anony-

mous and 

ancient 
prayer 
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BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
(9:00)  “Prepare the Royal Highway”            … Robert J. Powell 
 

(11:00)  “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 

           … Michael D. Costello 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 
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Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
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Elder:  (9:00) Ken Rodemeier 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


