
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Heavenly Fa-
ther, I come to 
You this day 
hoping, ex-
pecting, long-
ing to hear a 
promise from 
You. Open my 
mind and 
heart to all 
You have to 
give that I 
may leave this 
day with my 
heart over-
flowing with 
Your abun-
dant grace. 
Subdue any 
doubts I may 
have that Your 
Word and Sac-
rament would 
enliven me 
once again. 
This I ask in 
Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 15, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. 
Ever since the birth of our Lord Jesus the powers of sin, death, 
and hell have sought to exterminate the new life and new age He 
brings. Jesus reminds us this week: “...the violent take it by force.” 
The violent, Herod and his gang, have locked up John the Baptist 
and soon will behead him. Later other violent men, Jew and Gen-
tile, will lock up, mock, torture, and crucify Jesus. Yet in the midst 
of all this violence—and the world still is a violent place, is it not? 
— the kingdom of heaven has come! A new age has begun! 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 

 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Don and Lynn Budnik, with thank-
ful hearts for the blessing of loving family and friends, including our Zion 
church family. 

 Today’s bulletins are sponsored in thankfulness for all of God’s blessings by 
Barb Ziebell and family. 

 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2020 will be avail-

able later in December. 
 

A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
This house is your children’s home, too.  Relax and enjoy your time here: 

 Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

 To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the 
words, note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and 
embrace the action at the altar. 

 As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging 
them to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with 
you!  I believe!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

 Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by following your lead. 

 If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent III 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We let John 
the Baptist’s 
finger point 
and his voice 
ring out. 
“Behold, the 
Lamb of God, 
which taketh 
away the sin 
of the world.” 
We are 
spokesmen for 
John the Bap-
tist’s sermon, 
pointing to 
Christ and 
saying that he 
is the only 
true Saviour 
to worship 
and cling to. 
Such preach-
ing must go 
on until the 
day of judg-
ment… 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, House 
Postil for 
the Third 
Sunday in 
Advent, 
A.D. 1533 



4 

 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly 

deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.   

 

P: Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Hark, the Glad Sound!”  green hymnal #35 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

 
 
The exhorta-
tion, dramatic 
and blunt…is 
evidence of 
how deeply 
concerned 
early Luther-
anism was to 
witness to the 
holiness of the 
Lord’s Sup-
per over 
against the 
unrepentant, 
the unbeliev-
ing, and the 
casual wor-
shiper…The 
aspect of 
judgment is 
placed before 
the worshiper 
in such a way 
that he or she 
is forced to 
pay attention. 
 
 ~ Walter 

Sundberg, 
Worship as 
Repen-
tance, 
A.D. 2012 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gra-

cious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 



6 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

 “What Child Is This”           … arr. Jeffrey Honore 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall re-

joice and blossom like the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly and 

rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to 

it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 

LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and 

make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who have an anxious 

heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with venge-

ance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wil-

derness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become 

a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of 

jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and 

rushes. 8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 

Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong 

to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not 

go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 

come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall 

walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come 

to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 

shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
To the extent 
that we lock 
ourselves into 
this Word, we 
can say with 
complete con-
fidence when 
we die, “I 
believe in Je-
sus Christ 
who through 
his death can 
and will save 
me, who gives 
sight to the 
blind, clean-
sing to the 
lepers, and 
life to the 
dead. On him 
I rely and am 
saved.” 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, House 
Postil for 
the Third 
Sunday in 
Advent, 
A.D. 1532 
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PSALM 146 
L: Hallelujah!  |  Praise the LORD ′O my soul!* 

 I will praise the LORD as long as I live;  |   

 I will sing praises to my God while I ′have my being. 

 

C: Put not your trust in rulers nor in any ′child of earth,* 

 for there is no ′help in them. 

 

L: When they breathe their last they re′turn to earth,* 

 and in that day ′their thoughts perish. 

 

C: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ′for their help,* 

 whose hope is in the ′LORD their God; 

 

L: who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ′is in  

 them;* 

 who keeps his prom′ise forever; 

 

C: who gives justice to those who ′are oppressed,* 

 and food to ′those who hunger. 

 

L: The LORD sets the prisoners free;  |   

 the LORD opens the eyes ′of the blind;* 

 the LORD lifts up those who ′are bowed down; 

 

C: the LORD loves the righteous;  |  the LORD cares ′for the 

stranger;* 

 he sustains the orphan and widow but frustrates the way ′of 

the wicked. 

 

L: The LORD shall ′reign forever,* 

 your God O Zion, throughout all generations.  | 

 ′ Hallelujah! 

 

 
 
 
The 146th 
psalm is a 
psalm of 
thanks. It 
teaches at the 
same time that 
one should 
trust in God 
and not in 
princes, as the 
abominable 
world, flesh, 
and blood do. 
For God is the 
only one who 
can truly help 
in all kind of 
need, and He 
helps so that it 
can really be 
called being 
helped. Hu-
man help is so 
uncertain and 
does not last. 
For we our-
selves do not 
know the 
length of our 
life. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Sum-
maries of the 
Psalms, 
A.D. 1531 
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All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  James 5:7-11 
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See 

how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being pa-

tient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, 

be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 

hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you 

may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As 

an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 

blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfast-

ness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 

Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 

sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who 

is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 

hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by 

me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds con-

cerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A 

reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are 

in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is writ-

ten, “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will pre-

pare your way before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born 

of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet 

the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For 

all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 

willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here we learn 
what it’s like 
to have ques-
tions and 
doubt. Jesus 
often appears 
to be so en-
tirely differ-
ent from what 
we expect. 
You might 
ask yourse3lf: 
If something 
is possible, is 
it true? Then 
you should do 
what the Bap-
tist did and 
go directly to 
Jesus with 
your ques-
tion. John 
relied on the 
face that Jesus 
really came 
from God. He 
would tell the 
truth. There 
was no need 
to be fright-
ened of asking 
Him. 
 
 ~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
with 
Christ, 
A.D. 1974 
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-

fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-

giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Now to raise 
the dead is a 
great miracle; 
but a far 
greater, won-
derful mira-
cle, one which 
does not re-
ceive the rec-
ognition, is 
that God has 
ordained a 
king to preach 
the gospel to 
sinners. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, House 
Postil for 
the Third 
Sunday in 
Advent, 
A.D. 1532 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 

“The Physics of the Kingdom” 
 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…it is not 
enough that 
we hear the 
Word with 
our outward 
ear, but we 
must let it 
penetrate to 
our heart, so 
that we may 
hear the Holy 
Spirit speak 
there, that is, 
with vibrant 
emotion and 
comfort feel 
the sealing of 
the Spirit and 
the power of 
the Word. 
 
 ~ Philip 

Jacob 
Spener, 
Pia  

 Desideria, 
A.D. 1675 
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Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 

Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-

clude your address. 

 

VOLUNTARY 
“Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” … James L. Brauer 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-

ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 

with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 
God knew 
when the time 
was just right 
to send Jesus, 
the Messiah, 
into the 
world. He 
knew when 
the exact reli-
gious, cul-
tural, and 
political con-
ditions were 
in place. Paul 
wrote, “When 
the right time 
came, God 
sent his Son, 
born of a 
woman” (Gal
atians 4:4). 
You see, God 
is not making 
up plans as 
he goes. All 
the grand 
events of 
God’s plan 
for our re-
demption 
have been 
scheduled in 
advance, from 
Creation to 
the enslave-
ment and 
exodus of 
God’s people 
from Egypt... 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
...to David’s 
taking the 
throne in Is-
rael; to the 
birth, death, 
and resurrec-
tion of Jesus; 
to the day 
when Jesus 
will return. 
Paul said that 
God “has set a 
day for judg-
ing the 
world” (Acts 
17:31). The 
course and 
timing of his-
tory is not a 
mystery to 
God. Time is 
in his hands, 
and he will 
bring about 
his plans and 
purposes in 
our world in 
our lives right 
on time. 
 
~ Nancy 

Guthrie, Let 
Every Heart 
Prepare 
Him Room, 
AD 2010 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We who be-
lieve…know 
that the body 
[of Christ] 
does avail for 
us, wherever 
it is. If it is in 
the bread and 
is physically 
eaten with 
faith, it 
strengthens 
the soul by 
virtue of the 
fact that it 
believes it is 
Christ’s body 
which the 
mouth eats, 
and so faith 
clings to the 
body which is 
in the bread. 
Now that 
which lifts, 
bears, and 
binds faith is 
not useless 
but salutary. 
Similarly, the 
mouth, the 
throat, the 
body, which 
eats Christ’s 
body, will 
also have its 
benefit in that 
it will live 
forever... 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
...and arise on 
the Last Day to 
eternal salva-
tion. This is the 
secret power and 
benefit which 
flows from the 
body of Christ in 
the Supper into 
our body, for it 
must be useful, 
and cannot be 
present in vain. 
Therefore it 
must bestow life 
and salvation 
upon our bodies, 
as is its nature. 
  
~ Martin Lu-

ther, “These 
Words of 
Christ, ‘This is 
my Body,’  
Still Stand 
Firm against 
the Fanatics”, 
A.D. 1527 
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE  (9:00) 

“Savior of the Nations, Come”     … John A. Behnke 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  green hymnal #25 

 

“The King Shall Come”  green hymnal #33 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  “Nunc Dimittis” 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 

       … Charles W. Ore 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 

To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer as 
You Go 
I thank You, 
Lord, because 
You are the 
One who was 
supposed to 
come. And I 
thank You 
because I may 
come to You, 
even if I am 
uncertain 
about it. Give 
me so much 
trust in You 
that I dare to 
come to You 
with every-
thing and to 
speak to You 
about every-
thing. Once, 
You sent John 
the Baptist 
with Your 
Word so he 
would pre-
pare the way 
for You. Do 
that this Ad-
vent also… 
 ~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
with 
Christ, 
A.D. 1974 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson  

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting:  (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: Zion Handchime Choir 

Lector: (9:00) Jan Gaugush 

           (11:00) Paul Henning 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt 

Acolyte: (9:00) Emma Pagel 

    (11:00) Mara Stahl 

Elder:  (9:00) Jon Oestreich 

   (11:00) Adam Holzschuh 

Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;  
   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 
    (11:00) Al Lippert 

Communion Assistants: 

     (9:00) Grace Mueller 

   (11:00) Gary Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz 

Altar Guild: Julie Sweeney; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


