A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
We remember today, O
God, the
slaughter of
the holy innocents of
Bethlehem…
Receive we
pray, into the
arms of your
mercy all innocent victims, and by
your great
might frustrate the designs of evil
tyrants and
establish you
rule of justice, love and
peace;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord…
Amen.
~ LBW p. 31

First Sunday after Christmas
December29, 2019 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. In the midst of Christmas joy we
are brought back to the harsh realities of the world: evil, violence, and wanton disregard for human life. The wicked King
Herod “the Great” sought to exterminate young Jesus upon
hearing of his birth. After the holy family escapes to Egypt, the
lives of other young boys, two years and younger were mercilessly slain in and around Bethlehem. Despite of all this Jesus,
our Immanuel (God with us), will later shed his own blood to
save this sinful world bent on its own destruction.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, with this greeting:
“May the good Lord bless and keep you in the New Year.”
The bulletins are sponsored by Bruce and Barb Thornton, in honor of their 60th
wedding anniversary on December 26.
The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund. A special insert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Extra insert forms are on the tables
in the narthex and reception area.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Reflection on Christmas
The realization of Christ’s presence is the source of Christmas joy. We say that we
visit the manger in spirit to rejoice. We give the appearance that Christmas is a joyous occasion. Is our joy genuine? Over what do we rejoice? Surely we have progressed beyond the point where the Nativity means only that since Christ came to
die for us, we need not go to hell. Is there nothing positive? Christmas means that
we who were separated from God now have Him with us. It means God present on
earth, among us, in us. God is here!
To tell us that God is with us, the heavens open in Bethlehem and the glory of
heaven streams forth upon the earth. God comes to earth and opens the gates of
Paradise once more. They stand open ever since! “He opens us again the door of
Paradise today.” Heaven is the Presence of God, and heaven has come to earth.
Christmas means that God is present among men, to be worshiped on bended knee
as He is adored in heaven . . . . We are to spend eternity worshiping and adoring
Him, in having sweet communion and fellowship with our Lord and King.
~ Fred H. Lindenmann, The Sermons and the Propers, 1958 A.D.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Three Settings of “Once He Came in Blessing”
… Burkhardt, Walcha, Manz
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “The Bells of Christmas”

God has not
deserted His
church; He
has brought
her through
even darker
hours than
those which
try our courage now, yet
the darkest
hour has always come
before the
dawn..
~ John
Gresham
Machen,
Christianity and Liberalism,
A.D. 1921
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GREETING
The theology
of the cross…
is nevertheless first of all
a statement
about God,
and what it
says about
God is not
that God
thinks humankind so
wretched that
it deserves
death and
hell, but that
God thinks
humankind
and the whole
creation so
good, so beautiful, so precious in its
intention and
potentiality,
that its actualization, its
fulfillment,
its redemption is worth
dying for.

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

~ Douglas
John Hall,
The Cross
in Our
Context,
A.D. 2003
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P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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..

Why did he
do this? Why
did he venture to enter
into such
squalid conditions, and
acquiesce to
so many adversities?
Why did he
not prefer to
make use of
his divine
omnipotence,
or the protection and assistance of the
angels, who
could easily
have disposed
of Herod?...

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, our maker and redeemer, you wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in him who made himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 63:7-14
7I

will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the
LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great
goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them according
to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not
deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he
was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love
and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried
them all the days of old. 10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy
Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought
against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses and
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his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with
the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of
them his Holy Spirit, 12who caused his glorious arm to go at the
right hand of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make
for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them through the
depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them
rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111
L:

Hallelujah! | I will give thanks to the LORD with ′my whole
heart,*
in the assembly of the upright in the ′congregation.

C:

Great are the deeds ′of the LORD!*
They are studied by all who de′light in them.

L:

His work is full of majes′ty and splendor,*
and his righteousness en′dures forever.

C:

He makes his marvelous works to ′be remembered;*
the LORD is gracious and full ′of compassion.

L:

He gives food to ′those who fear him;*
he is ever mindful ′of his covenant.

C:

He has shown his people the power ′of his works*
in giving them the lands ′of the nations.

L:

The works of his hands are faithful′ness and justice;*
all his command′ments are sure.
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...Simply, because in this
way the Holy
Scriptures
would portray
for us this
Lord as a real,
ordinary man
who in all
things was
determined to
be like us…
~ Martin Luther, House
Postil for the
Day of the
Holy Innocents, A.D.
1541

The whole
account presents brutal,
ruthless action. The
babes were
snatched from
their mothers
and slashed to
death before
their eyes.
Terror
reigned…In
order to make
the crime
small enough
Josephus [an
ancient Jewish historian]
neglected to
record it, the
number of
boys is placed
at six to
eight; others
go up to
thirty. These
little babes
are really the
first Christian martyrs.
~ R.C.H.
Lenski, Interpretation
of Matthew, A.D.
1943

C:

They stand fast forev′er and ever,*
because they are done in ′truth and equity.

L:

He sent redemption to his people; |
he commanded his cove′nant forever;*
holy and awesome ′is his name.

C:

The fear of the LORD is the begin′ning of wisdom;*
those who act accordingly have a good understanding. |
His praise en′dures forever.

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4-7
4But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
13Now

when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he
rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to
Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt
I called my son.” 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained
from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and
loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to
be comforted, because they are no more.” 19But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the
land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And
he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he
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It is precisely
this child
[Jesus] who
will wipe the
tears from
Rachel’s eyes
and from our
eyes as well.
There is hope
for us who
live in a sinful world in
this narrative
that presents
God as the
inner mover
of history’s
story. We
mustn’t let
the tears in
our eyes blind
us to the hope
of history
whose birth
we have just
celebrated.
~ Richard
Jensen,
Preaching
Matthew’s
Gospel,
A.D. 1998

went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by
the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
I believe that
Jesus Christ,
true God,
begotten of
the Father
from eternity,
and also true
man, born of
the Virgin
Mary, is my
Lord, who has
redeemed me,
a lost and
condemned
person, purchased and
won me from
all sins, from
death, and
from the
power of the
devil; not
with gold or
silver, but
with His
holy, precious
blood and
with His innocent suffering and
death...

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today. It will resume next Sunday, January 5.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Let All Together Praise Our God” green hymnal #47

SERMON
“Dreams, Death, and Deliverance”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen

...that I may
be His own
and live under Him in
His kingdom
and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness,
just as He is
risen from the
dead, lives
and reigns to
all eternity.
This is most
certainly
true.
~ Martin Luther, Small
Catechism,
A.D. 1531

Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“Let all Together Praise Our God”

… Walther
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Please stand.
And a great
sign appeared
in heaven: a
woman
clothed with
the sun,
with the
moon under
her feet, and
on her head a
crown of
twelve stars.
She was pregnant and was
crying out in
birth pains
and the agony
of giving
birth. And
another sign
appeared in
heaven: behold, a great
red dragon,
with seven
heads and ten
horns, and on
his heads
seven diadems. His tail
swept down a
third of the
stars of
heaven and
cast them to
the earth…

OFFERTORY “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
C:

Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
To gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
13

...And the
dragon stood
before the
woman who
was about to
give birth, so
that when she
bore her
child he might
devour it. She
gave birth to a
male child,
one who is to
rule all the
nations with a
rod of iron,
but her child
was caught
up to God and
to his throne,
and the
woman fled
into the wilderness,
where she has
a place prepared by God,
in which she
is to be nourished for
1,260 days.
~ Revelation
12:1-6

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
A mindless,
bloody atrocity took place
at the birth of
Jesus. After
reading that
story, the
reader is not
caught unawares by the
human potential for terror
that shows its
ugly face
again on the
cross. At the
beginning of
the Gospel
and at its
conclusion,
Matthew presents pictures
of the depth of
evil that Jesus
came to redeem. This
story heightens the
reader’s
awareness
of...

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (9:00)
“O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel” for flute and organ
… Callahan

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Children of the Heavenly Father” green hymnal #474
“Away in a Manger” green hymnal #67
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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...the willingness on the part
of God to expose himself to
the total vulnerability
which is at the
heart of the incarnation. If
the Gospel can
flourish in a
world that produces the
slaughter of the
innocents and
the cross, the
Gospel can
flourish anywhere. From
this awareness
the readers of
the Gospels in
any age can
take heart.
~ Kenneth Bailey, Jesus
Through
Middle
Eastern Eyes,
A.D. 2008

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Gentle Mary, Laid Her Child”
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

… Burkhardt

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

A Prayer
as You Go
Lord, You
have been a
peer and a
brother to all
the world’s
poor refugees… You
Yourself
were one of
them. And
You are with
them even
today. Let
our hearts
also go out to
them and to
all the others
who suffer
because of
human cruelty. Give us
companions
in this work
who have
both understanding and
compassion…
In Jesus’
name. Amen.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ, A.D
1974
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
Presiding: (11:00) The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Organist: Rod Riese
Flute: (9:00) Lisa Knoll
Lector: (9:00) Bill Metter
(11:00) Gary Gisselman
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring
Acolytes: (9:00) Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell; Grace Stimac
(11:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt
Elder: (9:00) Ken Rodemeier
(11:00) Karla Westcott
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Bill Metter
(11:00) Dave Gisselman; Donna Nuernberg
Altar Guild: Julie Sweeney; Natalie Sweeney
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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To visit our webpage:
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Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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