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Epiphany Sermon Series 

The Good Confession, Part I  
Saturdays/Sundays + January 2020 

 
 

Long ago in 1530, Lutherans made their beliefs public in a 
document called the Augsburg Confession.  This simple 
statement of the faith speaks the truth that sets you free 
and connects you to the true, the good, and the beautiful. 
 
 
January 12: Baptism of Our Lord 
The Holy Trinity: Why start with the 3-in-1? 
 
January 19 
Original Sin: What’s good about sin? 
 
January 26 
The Son of God: Why does God have a nose? 
 
February 2 
Justification: How does this mess get fixed? 
 
February 9 
The Ministry: How does the fix reach you? 
 
February 16 
The New Obedience:  What’s so good about good works? 
 
February 23: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
The Church: Why doesn’t God keep to Himself? 
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                              
 

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called 
and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.   
    ~ 1 Timothy 6:12 
 
“Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession . . .”  
    ~ 1 Timothy 6:13 

 

Dear Zion, 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!  He came to us through the Virgin Mary 
so that our darkness might give way to His own most brilliant light.  This light first 
dawned at Bethlehem, and now it shines on us still as Jesus comes to us in His Holy 
Spirit, preaching, teaching, forgiving sins, and both praying with us and listening to us.   
 
Shall we be like Him? 
 
We shall!  “We know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is” (1 John 3:2).  Union with the body of Christ through Holy Baptism carries 
with it this promise, that “we are being transformed into His image with ever-increasing 
glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18) until at last we are raised from the dead to rule with Him 
forever.   
 
So what now? 
 
So now we press forward in being like Him: trusting in the Father, being patient in suf-
fering, blessing our enemies, loving our fellow believers, praying to God, and “making 
the good confession.”  Our Lord Jesus made the good confession before Pilate, confess-
ing who He is (Mark 14:62).  Today, the Church lives to make that good confession 
also, sharing publicly in word and deed that Jesus Christ is Lord and God.   
 
And to say that Jesus is Lord is the same as saying that God’s your Savior—after all, 
this Lord died for you!  Wow! 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde     
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In the Liturgy  
 

Scripture Readings in Worship this January 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during January.  Read 
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, January 5: 1 Kings 3:4-15, Ephesians 1:3-14, Luke 2:40-52 
Sunday, January 12:  Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, Matthew 3:13-17 
Sunday, January 19: Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42a 
Sunday, January 26: Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-25 
 

 
 

 

 

 

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

 

Why do we have that star up by the altar 

during January?  The star reminds us of 
the star that led the magi, or “wise men,” to 
the infant Jesus in Bethlehem (Matthew 2).  
The feast that commemorates their visit, 
Epiphany, is on January 5 and lends its 
name to the whole season before Lent.  
Therefore, the star of Bethlehem hangs by 
the altar throughout this Epiphany season. 
 
By hanging it at the altar, it reminds us, too, 
that Jesus is still found among us today, just 
as He was found at Bethlehem, only now He 
is closer to us.  In the bread and wine, we 
not only hold Him, but He also becomes our 
food.  He becomes closer to us than our own 
heart. 
 
And finally, at the end of Epiphany, we cele-
brate the Transfiguration, when Jesus shined 
in glory.  The star reminds us of that bril-
liant shining forth, too! 

The Season of Epiphany 
 

“Epiphany” means “showing 
forth.”  Born of the Virgin at Beth-
lehem, the Lord showed forth His 
glory, beginning with the star sent 
to the magi and continuing through 
His baptism and public ministry.  
The season of Epiphany carries us 
through that time of Jesus’ life and 
renews our own participation in 
His outreach and mission. 
 
Colors: white (the innocence of 
Christ) and green (the new and 
growing life of Christ) 
 
Symbols: the Star of the East, 
stars, light, fish and fishnets 
(signifying the ministry of “fishing 
for men).   
 
What comes next? Epiphany 
leads us to Lent and Christ’s jour-
ney to the cross, suffering, and vic-
tory. 
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From Associate Pastor Pinzl 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for 

you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the 

first day until now” (Philippians 1:3). 

People of Zion, a new day is at hand. Our Lord Jesus Christ has come, and indeed He 
is always coming! Through His Word, with water, under the forms of bread and wine; 
with His Church, an army of angelic host, and all His saints our Lord Jesus is always 

making himself known to you.  

He’s broken into this world, releasing you from bondage to sin, from fear of death, 
and from the influence of the devil. He is our light (John 8:12) and in Him there is no 

darkness at all. 

This Epiphany we hold fast to our Lord, basking in the light which scatters all dark-
ness. As the wise men followed that star—God’s gift given to them through the glory 
of creation—so too do we follow the things our Lord has given us. We confess and 
receive forgiveness. We listen, and so receive the faith as it comes to us in the teach-
ings of the Apostles and the preaching of God’s Word. We take and eat, baptize and 
teach, all the while knowing that the practice of our faith brings us right to Jesus. It is 
through, with and in Him that we daily die and are again risen up: a new creation liv-

ing and moving and having our being only in this light…this Lord. 

Yet with all of this newness, I come to you with very old words. In all the time I have 
spent amongst you, indeed I am sure you have heard them before. I come to you with 
words of thanksgiving, not only for you but for the work of the Holy Spirit amongst 

you.  

My family and I remember you constantly in our prayers and so they are lifted to God 
with joy. The partnership we share in the gospel has indeed bore fruit both commun-
ally and personally. Communally you have given out of the abundance of your faith to 
your mother, the Church, and personally your prayers and generosity has carried me 

and my family through some eventful months!  

For this—and so much more—I give thanks without ceasing, praising God for His 
mercy which is made known in the presence of Christ Jesus working in you! This 
Christmas has revealed to us this great light—Jesus Christ. Throughout this season of 
Epiphany, I look forward to walking with you in this light, giving thanks always. As 
we sang “Joy to the World,” at the remembrance of our Savior’s birth, so now con-

tinue with Him that our joy may always be full! 

Fides ex Auditu, 

Pastor Joe Pinzl 
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Bible Study and Learning Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 10:15 AM:  First Corinthians.   

Jealousy, scandal, the Lord’s Supper, your resurrection—all these subjects we find ad-
dressed in this book, written by the apostle Paul.  (Church Hall) 

 

Tuesdays at 9AM: Zechariah  

The prophet Zechariah prophesies so vividly about the coming Christ and His kingdom 
that our imaginations would be captivated by the Lord’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Very fitting for Advent, the prophet points us to Lord who has come at Bethlehem and 
will return at the end of this passing age. (Church Hall.)  

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7AM: Revelation 

Our Lord Jesus once comforted the apostle John with visions of His return at the end of 
history and defeat of sin, death, and the devil.  St. John recorded these visions in the 
book of Revelation, and now they comfort the whole Church!  Come learn how the 

promised victory of Christ strengthens you for faith, hope, and love today.  (Church Hall) 

Children’s and Youth Education 
 

Sunday School Pageant 

Thank you to the Sunday school children for sharing the Christmas message with our 
community in our recent pageant.  Thank you also to the teaching staff and Kantor 
Beethe for their leadership. 
 

Sunday School News 

Sunday School and Pre-Confirmation Classes will start again on Sunday, January 5. 
 

Confirmation Class 

Confirmation class resumes on Wednesday, January 8, at 6:30 p.m., and continues each 
Wednesday throughout January. We conclude our focus on the Apostles’ Creed and turn 
our attention to the Lord’s Prayer this month. Also mark on your calendars these two 
dates: on Sunday, January 26 we serve at Zion’s fellowship hour. On Thursday, March 
19 we have another fun event at Sawmill Adventure Park, 6 PM. 
 

“Pizza with the Pastor”: High School Students 

Every second Sunday of the month through May our high school students gather for 
pizza with the pastor at a local restaurant to talk about faith and life. This month we are 
gathering on January 12 here at Zion at 5 PM. Who knows where we’ll order out from?! 
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A “Note” from the Kantor 

Special Music Events in 2020 at Zion 

God calls His Church to be a gift to the world.  The Church does so in many ways, from preaching 
the Gospel to feeding the poor.  One way we have blessed our neighbors at Zion for the past 10 
years is through the gift of music.  
Since the dedication of our Great Organ in 2010, Zion has  hosted 21 performers in its Organ Con-
cert Series.  These concerts have been free and open to the public, one way that Zion has shared 
“who we are” with our neighbors.  In 2020, we will celebrate the 10th anniversary of our organ’s 
dedication, and as part of that celebration, we will give the Organ Concert Series a grand conclusion.  
Across 2020, you may look forward to these special events:   
 Friday, February 14 at 7:00 pm—organ concert by Dr. Charles W. Ore   Dr. Ore is a Professor 

Emeritus  at Concordia University Nebraska and the topic of the book edited by Kantor Beethe, 
Charles W. Ore: An American Original.  (a copy is available in the church library.) 

 Saturday, February 15 at 9:30 am—Dr. Ore will present a workshop on improvisation.  You 
don’t have to be an organist to attend.  This workshop is sponsored by the Wisconsin River 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 

 Sunday, February 16 at 3:00 pm—Kantor Beethe will present a program entitled, “An Instru-
ment for All Seasons.”  You will have an opportunity to sing hymns during this program, with 
organ compositions designed to walk you through the church year! 

 Thursday, March 5 at 7:00 pm— The University of South Dakota Chamber Singers in concert - 
7:00 pm 

 Sunday,, April 19 at 3:00 pm— Richard Elliot: organ recital - part of the Organ Concert Series   
 Sunday, October 4 at 3:00 pm—Jeffrey  Blersch: A Hymn Festival Based on the Book of Ro-

mans - final event in our Organ Concert Series  
Zion will continue to hold special organ and musical concerts, just not on a set schedule.  Start 

marking your calendars now so you can attend these events and celebrate God’s gift of music.  

Joy in Jesus, Kantor Irene Beethe 

American Guild of Organists Members’ Recital: 

The Wisconsin River Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will present a Members’ Re-
cital—Featuring the Eight Little Preludes and Fugues attributed to J. S. Bach.  The concert, entitled, 
A Baroque Afternoon, will be held at St. Peter Lutheran Church—Wausau Campus (formerly Sa-
lem Lutheran Church) 2822 N 6th St, Wausau on Sunday, January 26 at 3:00 pm.  The members of 

the AGO who will perform are Kantor Beethe, Dan Larson, Kartika Putri, and Mark Schroeder.   

Time to “make a room ready” 
Zion has the privilege of hosting a choral concert  by the University of South Dakota Chamber 

Singers on Thursday, March 5, 2020, at 7:00 pm.  We also need to provide housing for this group of 
37 college students.  The students would need a place to sleep on Thursday, following the concert, 
breakfast and transportation to Zion on Friday morning.  Lynn Budnik will coordinate the housing!  
What a wonderful opportunity to extend the hospitality of Zion to these visitors.  Thank you in ad-
vance for opening your home!   You may contact me at 715-848-7286 for further information. 
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Mission and Outreach 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin 

and Upper Michigan — Goal:  $2,000 

Mission offerings for January will support  
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Up-

per Michigan.  (LSS) 

 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) was founded in 
1882.  Programs include addictions and correc-
tions; adoptions and foster care; behavioral 
health; children, youth, and family housing; 
older adults, persons with disabilities; prison 

ministries and urban ministries.   

LSS mission statement is:  “Motivated by the 
compassion of Christ, we help people improve 

the quality of their lives.”   

Through your prayers and support, we can be part of this worthwhile mission in our 
community which is needed in our society of today.   
 

 
 

 

 

All-Age Prayer Immersion:  “Rise” 

Come join the second all-age prayer immersion on January 5th, “Rise.”   
 

We will learn how Psalm 141, used in every liturgy of evening prayer at church, guides 
our prayer at home, too!   
 
Date: Sunday, January 5 
Time:  3:30-5:00 p.m. (dinner at 5:00!) 
 
Like a traditional Vacation Bible School, this home-grown event will include lessons for 
all ages, crafts for the kids, and music to learn.  Sign-up at the church office! 

Mark Your Calendars 

2020 Annual Meeting: January 28, 7 PM 
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February 14 - 16, 2020 

A celebration of the 10th anniversary of the dedication of  
“The Great Organ” at Zion Lutheran Church. 

 

Last month I shared a glossary of organ terms with you, to help you understand the parts of 
the organ.  The design of an organ for a church is to help in leading congregational song -
”envelope them with sound”- with tones above and below the voices, to encourage singing.   
 

This month the glossary will describe the tone colors of our organ.   A “tone color”  is the 
type of sound you hear, which helps paint the texts of the hymns and liturgy.   
 
STRINGS - used for quieter and more reflective texts; imitating orchestral strings 
(“Miriam” has 2 sets of strings) 
FLUTES -  used with lighter, more joyful texts (“Miriam” has at least 10 ranks of flutes - 
all with a unique sound) 
PRINCIPALS -  provide the foundation when leading congregational singing; the funda-
mental sounds of the organ - unique to organs in that they aren’t trying to imitate any or-
chestral instrument.  (“Miriam” has a set of principal stops in each division) 
REEDS -  produce sounds by a vibrating brass strip; (“Miriam” has several reeds—from 
the quiet oboe and cromorne, to the louder trumpets on the Swell and Great.  The Festival 
Trumpet [the pipes you see at the front of the balcony] are used with music of great cele-
bration and proclamation.) 
MIXTURES - add brilliance to the music.  Three or more ranks of pipes are played at the 
same time to provide a bright color to the music.  They usually aren’t used with Lenten 
texts. 
ZIMBELSTERN -  used when singing the Sanctus or a hymn stanza that contains a refer-
ence to the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost).  This set of 5 handbells ring randomly to 
provide a reminder of the angels joining us in adoration.   
 
Now that you have information about the inside of the organ (the pipes), next month we 
will look at “Miriam’s” outer beauty.  The time to celebrate is drawing near!  Hope you’ll 
be able to attend the many events that celebrate the gift of music - especially as it relates to 
our organ!   
 
Joy in Jesus, Kantor Beethe 
 

Dates to remember:  

Friday, February 14, 2020 - 7:00 pm - organ recital - Dr. Charles Ore 
Saturday, February 15, 2020 - 9:30 am - workshop on improvisation - Dr. Charles Ore 
Sunday, February 16, 2020 - 3:00 pm - organ recital - Kantor Irene Beethe 
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 Remembering Jim Cherewinka, (Dec. 1, 1934 - Oct. 21, 

2005), a gift was given to the Hansen Property Improvement 

Fund from his Family. 

 Honoring the steadfast faith of Jane Zilisch, a gift was 

given to the Hansen Fund from Judy Cherwinka. 

 In loving memory of Lorraine Zilisch, a gift was given to 

the Radio Fund from Bob and Judy Anklam. 

 In loving memory of Lorraine Zilisch, a gift was given to the General Fund from 

Gordon and Marlene Schalow. 

 In loving memory of Jayne Zilisch, gifts were given to the General Fund from 

Margaret Brunner, Gordon and Marlene Schalow, Eleanor Gourly, Henry and Carol 

Dakai, Beverly Mueller, Wallace and Judith Gutzmer, Jamie Wisnewski, Kraft 

Foods, Marie Kickbusch, Ruth Ann Hafeman, David and Char, and other Family 

and Friends. 

 In loving memory of Jayne Zilisch, gifts were given to Aspirus Hospice Services 

from Eleanor Gourly, Richard Albright and Bob and Justine Stolz. 

 In loving memory of Jayne Zilisch, a gift was given to the Music Program from 

Sue Wolslegel. 

 In loving memory of Jayne Zilisch, a gift was given to the Radio Fund from Bob 

and Judy Anklam. 

 In loving memory of David Glasel, a gift was given to the Youth Program from 

Bonnie Glasel. 

 In loving memory of Marty Gaugush, a gift was given to the Hansen Property Im-

provement Fund from Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer. 

 In loving memory of Marty Gaugush, a gift was given to the Music Fund from 

Adele Blair. 

 

Memorials & Other Gifts Received 

AARP Foundation is offering FREE 2019 income tax preparation to low-to-
moderate income taxpayers, age 60+.  Call 715-298-5734 (January 9 - April 2, 
2020) weekdays 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to schedule an appointment.  Be sure to 
check the church bulletin boards for times and locations for these appointments. 
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News and Events 

80+ Birthdays in January   

January 6 Leota Stapel, 801 Parcher St., Apt. G203, Wausau 54403 
January 6 Jan Gaugush, 1807 E Crabtree Dr., Wausau 54401 
January 13 Wayne Berg, 2101 McIntosh St., Wausau 54403 

January 22 Arnie Luechau, 211 Lakeview Dr., Wausau 54403 

Women of Zion 

Women of Zion will be meeting on Wednesday, January 8th  at 1:30 p.m.  Our program 
will be Chair Yoga with Denise.  We will also have a short business meeting to begin 
planning our Winter Tea in February and refreshments will be served.   

 

Winter Tea 

Mark your calendars for Zion’s Winter Tea!  To be held Saturday, February 8th, 1:00-
4:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Tickets will be on sale at the church office starting January 

6th.  Come and enjoy a festive event! 

Strassenfest Quilt Raffle 

The beautiful quilt with the “Crown of Thorns” design, made and donated by Sue Zie-
bell, was raffled off on Sunday, December 15th.  The lucky winner is Judy Cherwinka.  
Judy is gifting the quilt to her daughter, Rev. Jean Warner, a retired Lutheran pastor.  

Total collected from this raffle was $394. 

Sponsors for 2020 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers at the Altar, and Worship Bulletins 

The sponsor charts are available for you to sign up, and are located by the stairs by the 
northwest entry of Zion.  Many dates are available for 2020 for you to sponsor for your 
special occasion, memorial, etc.  Please check the charts and sign up.  If you wish to 
sponsor a weekly bulletin, please call the church office at 715-848-7286.  Cost:  $200 
radio broadcast, $60 flowers, $20 bulletin. 
 

Homeless Mats 

Plastic grocery bags are needed for this project.  Please bring your donation to the 

church office.  Thank you. 

Thank You from the Pastors 

Thank you to our brothers and sisters at Zion for all your kindness and generosity this 
season.  Your hearts are open to us and our ministry on behalf of Christ, and we give 
thanks for it.  Thank you, too, for the many kind cards and gifts.  We pray for God’s 
peace to be with you all.  



 

1
2

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
709 N SIXTH STREET 
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Come—Worship the Lord! 
 

 Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 Saturdays 5:15 p.m. 
 Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 


