A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
As the heavens opened
the day of my
Lord’s baptism, so also
may the heavens continue
to open up to
me this day
that I would
receive with
open hands,
open ears, and
an open heart
all You have
to give, Lord
of Life and
Giver of all
good things.
Thank you for
baptizing me
and choosing
me as Your
own child,
adopted by
Water and the
Word. Amen.

The Baptism of Our Lord
January 12, 2020 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. At the waters of the Jordan, God
the Father proclaimed the truth about Jesus: “You are my
Son.” In every age, He calls the Church to confess (publicly
teach and declare) this truth for the salvation of the world. In
1530, the Lutheran churches made their beliefs public in a
document called the Augsburg Confession. We are focusing
on this “Good Confession” through Epiphany and beyond. It
is a simple statement of the faith that connects you to the true,
the good, and the beautiful. It begins by confessing who God
is—and why does it begin there?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, quoting from the
Bible, Ephesians 4:4-5: ”There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all.”
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts ($200) and Flowers ($60) are available
for you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. You may
also call the church office to sign up for Bulletin Sponsor ($20).

Sermon Series: “The Good Confession” — Article One: God
The Augsburg Confession (1530 A.D) states what the Lutheran Church confesses. Each week
for our sermon series, you will find an article of the Augsburg Confession printed here. Some
of the language will be unfamiliar. You might think of it as a journey to the land from which
your ancestors came: full of new sights and sounds that are rich in promise and revelation.
Our Churches, with common consent, do teach that the decree of the Council of Nicaea [Nicene Creed] concerning the Unity of the Divine Essence and concerning the
Three Persons, is true and to be believed without any doubting; that is to say, there is
one Divine Essence which is called and which is God: eternal, without body, without
parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness, the Maker and Preserver of all
things, visible and invisible; and yet there are three Persons, of the same essence and
power, who also are coeternal, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And the term
"person" they use as the Fathers have used it, to signify, not a part or quality in another, but that which subsists of itself. They condemn all heresies which have
sprung up against this article . . . .
~ Augsburg Confession, Article I, 1530 A.D.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Organ Variations on BACHFEN
(God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It)

… Kenneth T. Kosche

Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
(printed on the next two pages)

The significance of baptism is a
blessed dying
unto sin and
a resurrection
in the grace of
God, so that
the old man,
conceived and
born in sin, is
there drowned. and a new
man, born in
grace, comes
forth and
rises… just
as a child is
drawn out of
his mother’s
womb and is
born, and
through this
fleshly birth
is a sinful
person and a
child of
wrath, so one
is drawn out
of baptism
and is born
spiritually.
~ Martin Luther, “The
Holy and
Blessed
Sacrament
of Baptism,”
1519 A.D.
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“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
If we hear and
firmly believe
that in the
testament of
baptism God
receives us
sinners,
spares us,
and makes us
pure form day
to day, then
our heart
must be joyful, and love
and praise
God...it is
needful that
we give
thanks to the
Blessed Majesty , who
shows himself
so gracious
and merciful
toward us
poor condemned
worms.
~ Martin Luther, “The
Holy and
Blessed
Sacrament
of Baptism,”
1519 A.D.
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

He saved us
through the
washing of
rebirth and
renewal by
the Holy
Spirit, whom
He poured
out on us
generously
through Jesus
Christ our
Savior, so
that, having
been justified
by His grace,
we might become heirs
having the
hope of eternal life. This
is a trustworthy saying.
~ Titus 3:5-8,
around 60
A.D.
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To be baptized in God’s
name is to be
baptized not
by men, but
by God himself. Therefore, although
it is performed by
human
hands, it is
still truly
God’s work.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

~ Martin Luther, Large
Catechism,
1529 A.D.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the
Jordan River you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized
in his name faithful in their calling as your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00 a.m.)
“Carol of the Baptism”

… Gregory Brandon
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Faith alone
makes the person worthy to
receive profitably the saving,
divine water.
Since these
blessings are
presented here
and promised
through the
words in and
with the water,
they cannot be
received in any
other way than
by believing
them with the
heart. Without
faith it profits
nothing, even
though Baptism is in itself
a divine overwhelming
treasure.
~ Martin Luther, Large
Catechism,
1529 A.D.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 42:1-9
1Here

Every Christian has
enough in
Baptism to
learn and to
do all his life.
For he has
always
enough to do
by believing
firmly what
Baptism
promises and
brings: victory over
death and the
devil, forgiveness of sin,
God’s grace,
the entire
Christ, and
the Holy
Spirit with
His gifts. In
short, Baptism is so far
beyond us
that if timid
nature could
realize this, it
might well
doubt
whether it
could be
true...

is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice
to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard
in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He
will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God,
the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the
LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a
light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of
them.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29
Choir/ Ascribe to the ′LORD, you gods,*
L:
ascribe to the LORD glo′ry and strength.
C:

Ascribe to the LORD the glory ′due his name;*
worship the LORD in the beau′ty of holiness.

Choir/ The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; |
L:
the God of ′glory thunders;*
the LORD is upon the ′mighty waters.
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C:

The voice of the LORD is a pow′erful voice;*
the voice of the LORD is a ′voice of splendor.

Choir/ The voice of the LORD breaks the ′cedar trees;*
L:
the LORD breaks the ce′dars of Lebanon;
C:

he makes Lebanon skip ′like a calf,*
and Mount Hermon like a ′young wild ox.

Choir/ The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; |
L:
the voice of the LORD ′shakes the wilderness;*
the LORD shakes the wilder′ness of Kadesh.
C:

The voice of the LORD makes the ′oak trees writhe*
and strips the ′forests bare.

Choir/ And in the temple ′of the LORD*
L:
all are ′crying “Glory!”
C:

The LORD sits enthroned a′bove the flood;*
the LORD sits enthroned as king for′evermore.

Choir/ The LORD shall give strength ′to his people;*
L:
the LORD shall give his people the bless′ing of peace.
All:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
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...The soul
lives through
the Word,
which it believes, but the
body lives
because it is
united with
the soul and
also holds on
through Baptism as it is
able to grasp
it. We have,
therefore, no
greater jewel
in body and
soul. For by
Baptism we
are made holy
and are saved.
No other kind
of life, no
work upon
earth, can do
this.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large Catechism,
1529 A.D.

EPISTLE Romans 6:1-11
1What

The sinner
does not so
much need to
be washed as
he needs to
die, in order
to be wholly
renewed and
made another
creature, and
to be conformed to the
death and
resurrection
of Christ,
with whom he
dies and rises
again through
Baptism.
~ Martin
Luther,
“The Babylonian Captivity of the
Church,”
1520 A.D.

shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free
from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the
dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter.

13Then

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
The following verses are chanted as the ministers and Sunday School children gather at the font:
Choir/ I will pour clean water upon you, ′says the Lord.*
L:
From all your impurities and all your idols ′I will cleanse
you.
C:

Sprinkle me with hyssop, O Lord and I ′shall be
cleansed;*
wash me and I shall be whit′er than snow.
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Luther’s baptismal teaching shows
clearly his
understanding of the
continuance
of justification, which is
customarily
called sanctification.
Sanctification
is not an empirically demonstrable
progress in
an ethical
sense, but the
continuous
dying and
rising again
with Christ
by faith until
bodily death.
~ Leif Grane,
The Augsburg Confession: A
Commentary,
1959 A.D.

Choir/ When the goodness and loving-kindness of ′God appeared,*
L:
he saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the ′Holy Spirit.
C:

I saw water flowing ′from the temple,*
and all to whom this water came, ′they were saved.

Choir/ I will pour clean water upon you, ′says the Lord.*
L:
From all your impurities and all your idols ′I will cleanse
you.
All:
By affirming
our baptismal
vows, we confirm that God
has united us
to Himself
through His
Son. That
union is
God’s purpose for us
and the whole
world, and
here we confess it.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.
Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.
Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the  resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
P:

You have made public confession of your faith. Do you intend
to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and
share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?
C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: God the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit bless and guide you,
now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.
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The entire
purpose of
Jesus’ mission
is to “fulfill”
or to faithfully
carry out all
that his Father asks. In
Matthew’s
perspective
Jesus is God’s
Son not only
because of his
mysterious
origin from
God but also
because of his
faithful and
loving obedience. This
commitment
to doing
God’s will is a
powerful ethical motif of
Matthew’s
gospel, one
demonstrated
finally in Jesus’ obedient
death.
~ Matthew
Senior, The
Gospel of
Matthew,
1997 A.D.

HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus is
choosing baptism by John
as the right
way by which
to enter upon
his great office, and he is
doing this
with a fine
sense of propriety, including John
as well as
himself. He,
the Sinless
One, the very
Son of God,
chooses to put
himself alongside of all the
sinful ones
for whom
John’s sacrament was
ordained. He
thus connects
himself with
all instances
of John’s baptism; for it is
his mediation
that makes
these truly
efficacious for
sinners...

During the hymn, the congregation is sprinkled with water in remembrance
of its Baptism into Christ.

“I Bind unto Myself Today” green hymnal #188
(9:00 a.m.) Choir: stanzas 1 and 2;
Congregation: stanzas 3, 4, 5
(11:00 a.m.) Soloist: stanzas 1 and 2;
Congregation: stanzas 3, 4, 5

SERMON Sermon Series: The Good Confession
“The Holy Trinity: Why Start With the 3-in-1?”
Please stand.
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

L: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.
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VOLUNTARY
“I Bind unto Myself Today”

… Benjamin M. Culli

Please stand.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen
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...By thus joining himself to
all these instances of
John’s baptism, he signifies that he is
now ready to
take upon himself the load of
all these sinners, to assume his redemptive office
~ R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of
Matthew’s
Gospel, A.D.
1943

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
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[The Father]
has clearly
made known
to us that He
seeks the fellowship of
His children
and that He is
in our midst
waiting for
us. And yet,
when He
comes to us
as palpably as
He does in
baptism, then
we step back,
somewhat
embarrassed.
He must not
come that
close...It is
thus to turn
things upside
down to demand that
children first
must grow up
and become
like adults,
become wise,
mature, responsible, in
order for baptism to be of
value for
them. It is
precisely the
other way
around, says
Jesus...

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
18

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Beautiful Savior” green hymnal #518
“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”

5

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” green hymnal #559
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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...It is we big,
wise and selfsufficing grownups, who first
need to be helpless as the little
children, poor in
spirit, completely depending on that
which we neither have nor are
able to get on
our own in order
to be fit for the
kingdom of
heaven… Here it
is a matter no
longer of an unrealistic and romantic view of
children but of
the blessed reality that God’s
salvation reaches
also those who
can neither contemplate nor
understand
what happens to
them in baptism.
~ Bo Giertz,
Christ’s
Church,
A.D 1939

A Prayer
as You Go
Holy Father,
in the baptism of Your
own Son I
see again
the importance of my
own baptism. You
have
cleansed me
from sin.
You have
washed me
of the
devil’s filth.
You have
and still are
putting me
to death that
I may rise in
newness of
life each and
every day.
Thanks be to
You for
Your Spirit’s
work in my
life. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “The People That in Darkness Sat”
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5 His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.
D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“The People That in Darkness Sat”

… Kenneth T. Kosche

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Assisting: (9:00) Vicar Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei
Lector: (9:00) Lynn Budnik
(11:00) Craig Bergendorf
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring
Acolytes: (9:00) Lilith Christoffersen; Noah Harter; Asa Rich
(11:00) Luke Popelka
Elder: (9:00) Lynn Budnik
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Landis and Jewell Holdorf;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel
(11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Lois Jarosz
(11:00) Gary Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Marge Gausewitz; Debra Thomas
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