A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Almighty
and everlasting God, You
govern all
things both
in heaven
and earth:
Mercifully
hear the supplications of
Your people,
and in our
time grant us
Your peace;
through Jesus Christ,
our Lord,
Who lives
and reigns
with You
and the Holy
Spirit, one
God, forever
and ever.
Amen

The Presentation of Our Lord
February 2, 2020 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. On this 40th day after Christmas,
Christmas returns for a bit. For it was on this day that the
Lord was presented at the temple by His mother, Mary, and
guardian, Joseph, in keeping with the Old Testament law.
There, two aged saints, Simeon and Anna, proclaimed Him the
light of the world. Through Him, all sinners who believe are
made right with God once more, the light of God’s favor shining upon them through Jesus Christ. This salvation we call
“justification,” our topic for today’s sermon.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s radio broadcast is sponsored in memory of Ernest Roesler’s birthday
(February 2) by his family.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in remembrance of Tom Speckhard by his
family.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. You may also
call the church office to sign up for Bulletin Sponsor.

Sermon Series: “The Good Confession” — Article Four: Justification
The Augsburg Confession (1530 A.D) states what the Lutheran Church confesses. Each week
for our sermon series, you will find an article of the Augsburg Confession printed here. Some
of the language will be unfamiliar. You might think of it as a journey to the land from which
your ancestors came: full of new sights and sounds that are rich in promise and revelation.
Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength,
merit, or works. People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when
they believe that they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for
Christ’s sake. By His death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God counts this
faith for righteousness in His sight (Romans 3 and 4).
~ Article IV, Augsburg Confession

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
Variations on “Regent Square” (Angels from the Realms of Glory)
… Tim Shewmaker, David Lasky,
Theodore G. Stelzer, Michael Burkhardt

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and face the back. Candles may be lit from the aisle candles.

PROCESSION
P:

In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
P:

Beloved in Christ: forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, sent to redeem creation from the
power of sin, death, and the devil. On this day, he was presented in the Jerusalem temple by his virgin mother and sacrifice was made for them according to the law of Moses. It was
the first public appearance of our Lord, in which he greeted his
people while still an infant and revealed the glory of God. As
we now live in the hope and expectation of his final appearance to all the world, let us enter into his courts with thanksgiving, praising him for the light of his love.
C: Within your temple we ponder your loving kindness, O God.
As your name, so also your praise reaches the ends of the
earth.
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The lighting
of candles on
the Presentation of Our
Lord stems
from today’s
Gospel, in
which holy
Simeon calls
our Lord Jesus “a light to
the Gentiles.”
In His light,
we see light
(Psalm 36:9).
Therefore,
with Christ,
through Him,
and in Him,
you are the
“light of the
world”
(Matthew
5:14), and
you each
carry a light
in testimony
of this promise.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” green hymnal #50

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
For by grace
you have been
saved through
faith. And
this is not
your own
doing; it is
the gift of
God, not a
result of
works, so that
no one may
boast
~ Ephesians
2:8-9,
around
62 AD.

P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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Since we receive forgiveness of sins
and the Holy
Spirit
through faith
alone, faith
alone justifies. For
those reconciled are
counted as
righteous and
as God’s children. This is
not because of
their own
purity, but
through
mercy for
Christ’s sake,
provided only
that they receive this
mercy
through
faith . . . .

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty and ever-living God, as your onlybegotten Son was this day presented in the temple in the substance of our flesh, grant that we may be presented to you with
pure and clean hearts; through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated. Please extinguish your candle flame.

CHORAL RESPONSE (9:00)
“How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place”

… Kenneth T. Kosche

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 1:21-28
21The

man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD
the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go
up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I
will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD
and dwell there forever.” 23Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do
what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only,
may the LORD establish his word.” So the woman remained and
nursed her son until she weaned him. 24And when she had weaned
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him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the
house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25Then they
slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26And she
said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was
standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27For this
child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition that
I made to him. 28Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as
he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD
there.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 84
Choir/ How dear to me is your dwelling O ′LORD of hosts!*
L:
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the
LORD; | my heart and my flesh rejoice in the ′living God.
C:

The sparrow has found her a house |
and the swallow a nest where she may ′lay her young,*
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King ′and
my God.

Choir/ Happy are they who dwell ′in your house!*
L:
They will always be ′praising you.
C:

Happy are the people whose strength ′is in you,*
whose hearts are set on the ′pilgrims’ way.

Choir/ Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a
L:
′place of springs,*
for the early rains have covered it with ′pools of water.
C:

They will climb from ′height to height,*
and the God of gods will reveal him′self in Zion.
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. . . This is not
because faith is
a work that is
worthy in itself. It is because faith
receives the
promise by
which God has
declared that,
for Christ’s
sake, He
wishes to show
favor to those
believing in
Him, or because God
knows that
Christ Jesus
was “made our
wisdom and
righteousness
and sanctification and redemption” (1
Corinthians
1:30).
~ Phillip
Melanchthon,
1531 A.D.,
Apology to
the Augsburg Confession,
Article IV

Choir/ LORD God of hosts ′hear my prayer;*
hearken O ′God of Jacob.
C:

Behold our defend′er O God;*
and look upon the face of ′your anointed.

Choir/ For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in
L:
′my own room,*
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God |
than to dwell in the tents ′of the wicked.
C:

For the LORD God is both ′sun and shield;*
he will give ′grace and glory;

Choir/ no good thing will the ′LORD withhold*
L:
from those who walk ′with integrity.
C:

O ′LORD of hosts,*
happy are they who put their ′trust in you!

All:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son*
and to the Holy ′Spirit;
as it was in the be′ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Hebrews 2:14-18
14Since

therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the
offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.

22 And

when the time came for their purification according to the
Law of Moses, they brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord,
“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant
depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen
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We also have
believed in
Christ Jesus,
in order to be
justified by
faith in Christ
and not by
works of the
law.
~ Galatians
2:16,
around
50 A.D.

Therefore, my
dear children,
young and
old, big and
small, don’t
ever let yourselves come to
such a pass
that you
think and say,
‘The Gospel is
something I
can have any
day, something I eventually will
want to
learn.’ Seize
the opportunity now,
while the
Lord is near,
as the prophet
says (Isa.
55:6), ‘Seek
ye the Lord
while he may
be found, call
ye upon him
while he is
near.’
~ Martin
Luther,
sermon for
the First
Sunday in
Advent,
1532 A.D.

your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your
people Israel.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
10

Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY “In His Temple, Now Behold Him”

SERMON Sermon Series: The Good Confession
“Justification: How Does This Mess Get Fixed?”
Please kneel.

11

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“In His Temple, Now Behold Him”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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… Robert A. Hobby

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.
Grant that we may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his
blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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“The Lord be
with you.”
Similar to the
beginning of
the Divine
Service itself,
the first word
spoken to begin the Communion is the
name of the
Lord. “It is
the Lord’s
Supper, in
name and reality, not the
supper of
Christians.”
The Lord is
the host, the
head of the
family; it is
the Lord who
serves (Luke
22:27), hence
the name Divine Service.
~ Norman
Nagel,
Lutheran
Worship:
History and
Practice

P:

Here now we
have again
heard the
words of our
Lord which
He speaks to
us. Most
profoundly it
is the Lord’s
Supper. Here
He is present
among us; He
speaks, and
with His
words He
does and bestows what
they say . . .
It is the
Lord’s Day,
the Lord’s
Table, where
the Lord
serves us His
gifts, gifts
that bring
about in and
from us His
praise.
~ Norman
Nagel,
Lutheran
Worship,
History and
Practice

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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In the church
of the New
Testament it
was never understood in
any other way
than in the
sense that Jesus Christ
Himself gave
His disciples
His true body
and His true
blood to eat
and to drink at
the Last Supper and that in
the Lord’s
Supper of the
church He still
does the
same ... Jesus
Himself said
and meant
that the bread
is His body,
the wine in the
cup is His
covenant
blood.
~ Hermann
Sasse, Lord’s
Supper in
the New Testament

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith,
binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” green hymnal #333
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” blue hymnal #783
The final
Communion
hymn, “Lord,
Bid Your Servant Go in
Peace,” is a
metric paraphrase of
Simeon’s
words in today’s Gospel,
Luke 2:29-32.

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go In Peace”
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. Candles may be lit
again.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
“Oh, Worship the King” green hymnal #548

SILENT PRAYER
Please return candles to the baskets by the exits.
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A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
and merciful
God, it is
only by Your
gift that Your
faithful people offer You
true and
laudable service: Grant
that we may
run without
stumbling to
obtain Your
heavenly
promises;
through Jesus
Christ our
Lord, Who
lives and
reigns with
You and the
Holy Spirit,
one God,
now and forever. Amen

POSTLUDE
“O Worship the King”

… Paul Soulek

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
(11:00) The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Assisting: (9:00) The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei
Lector: (9:00) Jan Gaugush
(11:00) Paul Henning
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Elder: (9:00) Jon Oestreich
(11:00) Lynn Budnik
Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;
Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter
Acolytes: (9:00) Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell;
Ashtyn Fernstaedt
(11:00) Carter Kulesa
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Sally Christoffersen
(11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Dave Gisselman
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Anna Mae Zeinemann

18

Acknowledgements
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB129062. Scripture
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
“In His Temple Now Behold Him”: Text and Music: Public domain.
“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go In Peace”: Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989
OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002490. Tune: Public domain.

19

Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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To visit our webpage:
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Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
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click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
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