A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Lord God,
you created
the human
race and are
the author of
its renewal.
Bless all your
adopted children and add
these chosen
ones to the
harvest of
you new
covenant. As
true children
of the promise, may they
rejoice in eternal life, won,
not by the
power of nature, but
through your
grace. Amen.
~Rite of Initiation

The First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. No meat, no snacks, no, no, no.
We can take our fasting seriously during Lent. In our gospel
lesson, Christ says “No!” to the devil. This resounding “No!”
to temptation is our Lord’s “Yes!” to His Father...and you. No
things must really get serious! Sin, death and the devil cannot
hinder God’s good and perfect will; that you should have Him
in the mercy of His only Son. In baptism, God follows through
by putting you with Christ. It’s confirmation of that eternal
“Yes!” he plants in you. Let it be the Word you hear today.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored anonymously to the glory of God.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. There are many open dates for you to sponsor. The charts are by the
stairs by the northwest entry.

On Zion’s Pillars . . .
. . . you see oil paintings depicting the sufferings of Christ. Eight students from Wausau East High School and one graduate student designed and painted them based on
poetry by Paul Claudel. Zion member, Hailey Contreras, painted the blue-toned
piece depicting one of Christ’s falls (farthest southeast column). Zion commissioned
these original works of art in 2013-14. It represents an example of how art, poetry,
and the faith can intersect with young lives to share the gospel.

Sermon Series: “The Good Confession”—Article Nine: Baptism
The Augsburg Confession (1530 A.D) states what the Lutheran Church confesses. Each week
for our sermon series, you will find an article of the Augsburg Confession printed here. Some
of the language will be unfamiliar. You might think of it as a journey to the land from which
your ancestors came: full of new sights and sounds that are rich in promise and revelation.
Concerning baptism it is taught that it is necessary, that grace is offered through it,
and that one should also baptize children, who through such baptism are entrusted
to God and become pleasing to him. Rejected therefore, are the Anabaptists who
teach that the baptism of children is not right.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”

… Wayne L. Wold

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
C: His mercy endures forever.
P: God spoke these words:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
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A simple way
to prepare for
confession is
to reflect on
the Ten Commandments
in light of our
daily callings
and relationships and ask
ourselves
where we
have broken
them. Then
we gather up
all those sins
and give them
to God!

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
Sundays in
Lent will begin with a
procession
from font to
altar. Why?
It pictures
the Christian
journey from
death to life
and from
guilt to forgiveness.
The font is
our baptizing
place, and
therefore it is
our dying
place: there
all of our sin
is buried.
There we not
only die with
Christ in
Holy Baptism, but we
also confess
our sins,
burying them
in His mercy
each Sunday.
Thus God
works His
crucifixion in
us, canceling
the power of
guilt . . .

P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.

INTROIT
P:

When he calls to me I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

P:

Because you have made the LORD your ′dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my ′refuge—

C:

no evil shall be allowed to be′fall you,*
no plague come ′near your tent.
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P:

For he will command his angels con′cerning you*
to guard you in ′all your ways.

C:

On their hands they will ′bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a′gainst a stone.

P:

You will tread on the lion and the ′adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample ′underfoot.

C:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

P:

When he calls to me I will answer him; |
I will be with him in ′trouble;*
I will rescue him and ′honor him.

C:

With long life I will sat′isfy him*
and show him my sal′vation.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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. . . The altar
is our eating
place, and
therefore it is
our living
place: there
we receive the
Lord Jesus.
There we eat
and drink His
actual body
and blood, the
same flesh
that died and
rose again.
Thus God
works His
resurrection
in us, nourishing us
with forgiveness.
The procession of ministers pictures this
journey as
we chant
the Introit,
a psalm that
proclaims
the theme of
the day.
From death
to life, from
guilt to forgiveness,
from font to
altar: so we
go!

Satan attacks
Adam and
Eve to deprive them of
the Word and
to make them
believe his lie
after they
have lost the
Word and
their trust in
God. Is it a
wonder that
when this
happens, man
later becomes
proud, that he
is a scorner of
God and of
men, that he
becomes and
adulterer or a
murderer?
Truly, therefore, this
temptation is
the sum of all
temptations;
it brings with
it the overthrow or the
violation of
the entire
Decalogue
(Ten Commandments)..
.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come: through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 3:1-21
1 Now

the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And
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the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest
you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely
die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some
to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And
they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I
was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I
ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done
this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days
of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I
will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he
shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have
listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you
shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you
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...Unbelief is
the source of
all sins; when
Satan brought
about this unbelief by driving out or corrupting the
Word, the rest
was easy for
him…all evils
result from
unbelief or
doubt of the
Word and of
God. For what
can be worse
than to disobey
God and to
obey Satan?
~ Martin
Luther,
1535 A.D.

Sin points
out the kind
of sin that
belongs to
you; its power
is to identify
you with sin
itself. But
Luther
pointed out
that when the
voice of sin
has gotten
into the conscience, a
Christian
responds with
an infallible
boast: “But I
am baptized!”
Just as a marriage promise
gives the
right to nag
the spouse,
baptism’s
promise is the
ground on
which to pester and bother
God for what
is needed
(lament), and
to cut off the
voice of any
sin that identifies you
with itself (to
ignore sin).
Baptism does
not end...

shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20 The man
called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32:1-8
L:

Happy are they whose transgressions ′are forgiven,*
and whose sin is ′put away!

C:

Happy are they to whom the LORD im′putes no guilt,*
and in whose spirit there ′is no guile!

L:

While I held my tongue, my bones with′ered away,*
because of my groaning ′all day long.

C:

For your hand was heavy upon me ′day and night;*
my moisture was dried up as in the ′heat of summer.

L:

Then I acknowledged my ′sin to you,*
and did not con′ceal my guilt.

C:

I said, “I will confess my transgressions ′to the LORD.”*
Then you forgave me the guilt ′of my sin.

L:

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
′time of trouble;*
when the great waters overflow, they ′shall not reach them.
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C:

You are my hiding-place; |
you preserve ′me from trouble;*
you surround me with shouts ′of deliverance.

All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Romans 5:12-19
12 Therefore,

just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was
given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was
not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who
was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many
died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God
and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought
justification. 17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore, as one trespass led
to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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...life’s struggle, but begins it in earnest. It does
not remove
the old world
from you, but
positions you
in that old
world so that
you are no
longer a
timid,
“obedient
slave” of sin,
but become a
troublemaking rebel
against sin.
Baptism
makes a
Christian an
eschatological
revolutionary
—a true
fighter. The
baptized fight
sin: those
without the
promise obey
sin.
~ Steven
Paulson,
2008 A.D.

You have to
realize that it
is no joke at
all to take
action
against the
devil and not
only to drive
him away
from the little
child but also
to hang
around the
child’s neck
such a
mighty, lifelong enemy.
Thus it is
extremely
necessary to
stand by the
poor child
with all your
heart and
with a strong
faith ...listen
to God’s
Word, and
pray along
earnestly...All
sponsors and
the others
present ought
to speak
along with
[the priest]
the words of
his prayer in
their hearts to
God...

GRADUAL
L:

O come, let us fix our eyes on ′Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter ′of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despis′ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the ′throne of God.

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter.

1 Then

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the
pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him,
“Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And
he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall
you serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and
were ministering to him.
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P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the X resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” green hymnal #229
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...With one
mind in their
hearts, carrying before
God the need
of the poor
little child
with all earnestness, on
the child’s
behalf setting
themselves
against the
devil with all
their
strength, and
demonstrating that they
take seriously
what is no
joke to the
devil.
~ Martin
Luther,
1528 A. D.

Baptism
ought to be
proclaimed as
the divine yes
which counters all our
no’s. The objections ought
to be seen as
what they are,
the death rattle, so to
speak, for the
old being that
knows itself
to be under
radical attack.
It is the divine yes that
intends to
drown, to
slay the old
being who
hopes to continue in control, the divine yes, yes,
yes calling to
us to life out
of death….It
calls us out of
the self, out of
bondage to
the devil, the
world, and
the flesh into
newness of
life…

SERMON
“What’s the Big Deal?”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
… John A. Behnke and Andrew Clarke
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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...To be saved
is to be drawn
out into the
glorious light
of the day of
grace begun
and continued
in God’s act of
making new
beings. Baptism...will do
this. It is simply the gospel.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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~ Gerhard
Forde,
1990 A.D.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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For Lutherans
the body of
Christ is the
greatest comfort since it
assumes that
Christ’s incarnation was not
only possible,
but is now able
to reach even
sinners like me
in their unique
time and
space…As
long as I, the
sinner, determine Christ’s
presence,
Christ will be
made absent.
But when
Christ determines whether
or not I am
present to him,
then Christ
becomes abundantly—
majestically—
always and
everywhere
present in his
ubiquitous
body and divine power.
~ Steven
Paulson,
2008 A.D.

This is a day
of new beginnings, time to
remember
and move on,
time to believe what
love is bringing, laying to
rest the pain
that’s gone.
For by the life
and death of
Jesus, God’s
mighty
Spirit, now as
then, can
make for us a
world of difference, as
faith and hope
are born
again.
Then let us,
with the
Spirit’s daring, step from
the past and
leave behind
our disappointment,
guilt, and
grieving,
seeking new
paths, and
sure to find...

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” green hymnal #99
“God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It”
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. . . Christ is
alive, and goes
before us to
show and
share what
love can do.
This is a day of
new beginnings; our God
is making all
things new.
In faith we’ll
gather round
the table to
taste and share
what love can
do. This is a
day of new
beginnings;
Our God is
making all
things new.
~ Brian Wren

“O Bread of Life from Heaven” green hymnal #222
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A Prayer

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

as You Go

O Lord,
throughout
these forty
days you
prayed and
kept the
fast; inspire
repentance
for our
sins, and
free us
from our
past. Be
with us
through
this season
Lord and
all our
earthly
days, that
when the
final Easter
dawns, we
join in
heaven’s
praise.
Amen.
~ Gilbert E.
Doan

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
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POSTLUDE
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames
Lector: (9:00) Jessica Ray
(11:00) Paul Henning
Acolyte: (9:00) Taylor Halverson
(11:00) Grace Stimac
Elder: (9:00) Robb Halverson
(11:00) Lynn Budnik
Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;
Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Vicky Radunz; Grace Mueller
(11:00) Dave Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Vicky Radunz; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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