
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Oh, help me 
LORD to in-
deed taste 
and see that 
You are good! 
Bless me, I 
pray, as I 
come and 
take refuge in 
You. May I 
fear You as I 
join in wor-
ship with 
Your saints 
knowing that  
those who 
fear You have 
no lack (Ps. 
34:8)! In Je-
sus’ name I 
pray. Amen. 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   
“You must be born again!” These are Jesus’ words to the con-
fused seeker, Nicodemus. Only those who have been born 
again by water and the Spirit (Baptism) are given eyes to see 
and wisdom to comprehend the Lord’s amazing gifts, such as 
earthly bread and wine that are also the heavenly body and 
blood of Christ!  As Jesus’ body and blood are truly lifted up 
during the acclamation after the Lord’s Prayer, know that 
these gifts bring healing to your body and soul, even more so 
than the bronze serpent Moses lifted up in the wilderness! 



2 

 

 
 
 
Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored anonymously to the glory of God. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent. 
 The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 

sign up.  There are many open dates for you to sponsor.  The charts are by the 
stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

On Zion’s Pillars . . .  
. . you see oil paintings depicting the sufferings of Christ.  Eight students from Wau-
sau East High School and one graduate student designed and painted them based on 
poetry by Paul Claudel.  Zion member, Hailey Contreras, painted the blue-toned 
piece depicting one of Christ’s falls (farthest southeast column).  Zion commissioned 
these original works of art in 2013-14.  It represents an example of how art, poetry, 
and the faith can intersect with young lives to share the gospel. 
 

Sermon Series: “The Good Confession: Article Nine: The Lord’s Supper 
The Augsburg Confession (1530 A.D) states what the Lutheran Church confesses.  Each week 
for our sermon series, you will find an article of the Augsburg Confession printed here.  Some 
of the language will be unfamiliar.  You might think of it as a journey to the land from which 
your ancestors came: full of new sights and sounds that are rich in promise and revelation. 

Our churches teach that the body and blood of Christ are truly present and distrib-
uted to those who eat the Lords’ Supper [1 Corinthians 10:16]. They reject those who 
teach otherwise. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 

… James Engel & Michael D. Costello 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

C: His mercy endures forever. 
 

P: God spoke these words: 

 I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.   

 You shall have no other gods before me. 

 You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

 Honor your father and your mother. 

 You shall not murder. 

 You shall not commit adultery. 

 You shall not steal. 

 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

 You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 
 
 
 
…it must be 
known that 
people who 
deprive them-
selves of and 
withdraw 
from the Sac-
rament for 
such a long 
time are not 
to be consid-
ered Chris-
tians. For 
Christ has 
not instituted 
it to be 
treated as a 
show. In-
stead, He has 
commanded 
His Chris-
tians to eat it, 
drink it, and 
remember 
Him by it. 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Large 
Catechism, 
A.D. 1529 
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Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and 

justly deserved your punishment.  But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of 

your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, inno-

cent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful be-

ing. 
 

P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I for-

give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

INTROIT 
L: He remembers his covenant for′ever,* 
 the word that he commanded for a thousand gener′ations. 
 
C: Seek the LORD ′and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con′tinually! 
 
L: Remember the wondrous works that ′he has done,* 
 his miracles and the judgments he ′uttered, 
 
C: O offspring of Abraham his ′servant,* 
 children of Jacob his ′chosen ones! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We believe, 
teach, and 
confess that 
no true be-
liever—as 
long as he has 
living faith, 
however weak 
he may be—
receives the 
Holy Supper 
to his judg-
ment. For the 
Supper was 
instituted 
especially for 
Christians 
weak in faith, 
yet repentant. 
It was insti-
tuted for their 
consolation 
and to 
strengthen 
their weak 
faith. 
~ From the 

Epitome  
 in the  
 Lutheran 

Confes-
sions, A.D 
1580 
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L: He is the ′LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in ′all the earth. 
 
C: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 
L: He remembers his covenant for′ever,* 
 the word that he commanded for a thousand gener′ations. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

 
 

COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . O God, you see that of ourselves we have no 

strength.  By your mighty power defend us from all adversities 

that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that 

may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00) 

“A Lenten Prayer” … Robert J. Powell 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Genesis 12:1-9 
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.     
2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 

in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram 

went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 

was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And 

Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their 

possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had 

acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 

When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through 

the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time 

 
 
 
 
Abraham un-
derstood that 
while he and 
his descen-
dants enjoyed 
tastes and 
glimpses of 
all that God 
promised to 
him over the 
years of his 
lifetime, the 
land and the 
descendants 
and the bless-
ings were 
given as tan-
gible, mate-
rial pointers 
toward a 
greater fulfill-
ment to come. 
Abraham un-
derstood that 
everything 
God promised 
to him would 
ultimately be 
fulfilled 
through the 
promised off-
spring... 
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the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to 

Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From 

there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched 

his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he 

built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD.   
9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 121 
Choir/ I lift up my eyes ′to the hills;* 
L: from where is my ′help to come? 
 
C: My help comes ′from the LORD,* 
 the maker of heav′en and earth. 
 
Choir/ He will not let your ′foot be moved* 
L: and he who watches over you will not ′fall asleep. 
 
C: Behold he who keeps watch ′over Israel* 
 shall neither slum′ber nor sleep; 
 
Choir/ the LORD himself watches ′over you;* 
L: the LORD is your shade at ′your right hand, 
 
C: so that the sun shall not strike ′you by day,* 
 nor the ′moon by night. 
 
Choir/ The LORD shall preserve you ′from all evil;* 
L: it is he who shall ′keep you safe. 
 
C: The LORD shall watch over your going out and your          

′coming in,* 
 from this time forth for′evermore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...Abraham 
understood in 
part what Paul 
stated clearly 
about Christ:  
“All the prom-
ises of God 
find their Yes 
in him.” (2 
Corinthians 
1:20) 
~ Nancy 

Guthrie, The 
Promised 
One: Seeing 
Jesus in 
Genesis, 
A.D 2011 
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All: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,* 

 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in ′the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does 
the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are 
not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not 
work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing 
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:     
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will 
not count his sin.” 13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring 
that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is 
no transgression. 16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that 
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his off-
spring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. 
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GRADUAL 
Choir/ O come, let us fix our eyes on ′Jesus,* 
L: the founder and perfecter ′of our faith, 
 

 who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despis′ing the shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the ′throne of God.  
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

 
 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus an-
swered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly,   
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that      
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”   
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you 
do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 

 
...the end to-
ward which 
Jesus is work-
ing with 
Nicodemus is 
furthered by 
the strong 
impression 
the words 
create as 
Nicodemus 
now hears 
and later on 
as he ponders 
these words. 
Jesus counts 
not on the 
passing mo-
ment alone 
but on the 
future when 
the little that 
Nicodemus 
now grasps 
will grow 
into fuller 
insight until 
faith arrives, 
and increas-
ing faith 
learns to see 
more clearly 
still. 
~ R.C.H. 

Lenski, In-
terpretation 
of John, 
A.D. 1942 



10 

 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.       
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Pres-
ence we have 
the fullness of 
grace. It may 
be questioned 
whether some 
theologians 
have a full 
understand-
ing of the 
means of 
grace. So of-
ten they limit 
their concep-
tion of the 
means of 
grace to the 
receiving of 
forgiveness. 
Grace goes far 
beyond this 
beginning. 
Luther indeed 
includes all 
this and has 
the wider 
conception of 
grace when he 
speaks of “life 
and salva-
tion.” The 
abundant life 
is more than 
the forgive-
ness of sins. 
An adult 
Christian will 
not be con-
tented with 
the mere as-
surance that 
he is not... 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 

may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 

reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”  green hymnal #325 

 

SERMON        “Holy Communion” 

How is this Supper everything? 
 

Please kneel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” … David Maxwell 

 

...going to 
hell. He 
wants to 
swim in 
deeper water. 
Forgiveness 
is only the 
entrance to 
the ocean. 
The mature 
Christian 
wants to play 
around in the 
ocean of grace 
and exercise 
and have fun. 
The regener-
ate Christian 
is always in 
the state of 
grace. He has 
the blessed 
assurance 
and inner 
peace, “Jesus 
is mine.” He 
can receive a 
wider and a 
deeper appre-
ciation of this 
life in the 
Blessed Sac-
rament.” 
 ~ Berthold 
von Schenk, 
The Presence: 
An Approach 
to the Holy 
Communion, 
A.D.1946  
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Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who 

by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the 
cross for our redemption.  May we who now receive his body 
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and 
follow him. 

C: Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
What is the 
benefit of this 
eating and 
drinking? 
 
These words, 
“Given and 
shed for you 
for the for-
giveness of 
sins,” show 
us that in the 
Sacrament 
forgiveness of 
sins, life and 
salvation are 
given us 
through these 
words. For 
where there is 
forgiveness of 
sins, there is 
also life and 
salvation. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
A.D 1529 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
How can bod-
ily eating and 
drinking do 
such great 
things? 
 
Certainly not 
just eating 
and drinking 
do these 
things, but 
the words 
written here: 
“Given and 
shed for you 
for the for-
giveness of 
sins.” These 
words, along 
with the bod-
ily eating and 
drinking, are 
the main 
thing in the 
Sacrament. 
Whoever be-
lieves these 
words has 
exactly what 
they say: 
“forgiveness 
of sins.” 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
A.D 1529 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  

 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  

 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.     

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 
 
 
We are to be 
one with God 
through our 
faith in 
Christ—by 
our surrender 
to Him. This 
union with 
God through 
our Lord Je-
sus Christ is 
to be so real, 
so complete, 
that the very 
love with 
which the 
Father loves 
the Son, that 
is, the very 
divine love 
itself, the love 
of Bethlehem, 
the love of 
Cavalry, is to 
radiate in 
and through 
us. That is 
our destiny. 
There can be 
no other des-
tiny than 
this… 
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Please be seated.   

 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 

the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 

brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 

not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  green hymnal #104 
 

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  green hymnal #343 
 

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  green hymnal #333 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
...We are to be 
so completely 
at one with 
God that our 
weak love is 
caught up 
with His di-
vine love. And 
the result is 
that we become 
channels of the 
divine love to 
others.” 
 ~ Berthold 

von 
 Schenk,  
 The Pres-

ence: An 
Approach 
to the Holy 
Commun-
ion, 
A.D.1946  
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin 

and a model of the godly life.  Enable us to receive him always 

with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 
 

 

A Prayer  
as You Go 
Heavenly 
Father, you 
have made 
known to 
me the path 
of life, Your 
beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. 
In His pres-
ence You 
have filled 
me with joy 
knowing 
that as He 
sits at Your 
right hand I 
receive in 
Word and 
Sacrament 
pleasures 
forever 
more (Psalm 
16:11). 
Amen! 
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POSTLUDE 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 

… J. S. Bach and Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl 

At Bethany (all morning): The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei Women 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring 

Lector: (9:00) Grace Mueller 

     (11:00) Nancy Bastian 

Acolyte: (9:00) Asa Rich 

        (11:00) Mara Stahl 

Elder: (9:00) Landis Holdorf 

   (11:00) Scott Daniels 

Ushers: (9:00) Marty and Janet Dettmering; 

   Landis and Jewell Holdorf; 

   Gary and Sue Wolslegel 

      (11:00) Al Lippert 

Communion Assistants:  

 (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Bill Metter 

     (11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Donna Nuernberg 

Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer; Bonnie Waack 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


