A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Dear Lord
God, I thank
You for Your
great and precious grace
and for the
blessing
which You
have given us
in Your Word
and in the
preaching of
it. This is a
treasure no
human heart
can fully appreciate. You
have especially commanded us to
use these
blessings on
the Sabbath.
For Your
Word is the
only light in
the darkness.
Amen

The Third Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Is there always hope for a new
start? Or does there come a point where you’ve had your
chances and don’t get any more? In today’s gospel reading, a
woman discovers the good answers to those questions when
she meets Jesus by a well. Their conversation opens up a
whole new world of joy that Christians still experience today.
We hear more of that joy in our preaching topic, confession
and forgiveness, or private Absolution.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Maggie Otto, in memory of her sister,
Marlene, who died February 25.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. There are many open dates for you to sponsor. The charts are by the
stairs by the northwest entry.

Sermon Series: “The Good Confession”—Article Eleven: Confession
The Augsburg Confession (1530 A.D) states what the Lutheran Church confesses. Each week
for our sermon series, you will find an article of the Augsburg Confession printed here. Some
of the language will be unfamiliar. You might think of it as a journey to the land from which
your ancestors came: full of new sights and sounds that are rich in promise and revelation.
Our churches teach that private Absolution should be retained in the churches, although listing all sins is not necessary for Confession. For, according to the Psalm,
it is impossible. “Who can discern his errors?” (Psalm 19:12)

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers after worship.
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PRELUDE
(9:00) “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
… Gordon Young; Kenneth T. Kosche; Robert Lind
(11:00) “O Dearest Jesus”

… John A. Behnke

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
C: His mercy endures forever.
P: God spoke these words:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
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Whenever the
devil declares:
“You are a
sinner!”
Christ interposes: “I will
reverse the
order; I will
be a sinner,
and you are
to go scotfree.” Who
can thank our
God enough
for this
mercy?
~ Martin
Luther,
Sermons on
the Gospel
of St. John

In the forgiving Word of
God the greatness of God,
the intolerable
glory of His
Godhead, the
glory of His
grace, has appeared, has
appeared to
eyes that cannot comprehend it even as
they gaze
upon it. It has
been manifested to hearts
that stand in
trembling awe
of it even as
they believe it.
This grace of
which the
psalmist sings
[130:4] is no
cheap, easy
grace, no easy
commodity
which complacency can
casually appropriate. We
can be sure of
it, surer of it
than of ourselves . . .

You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.

INTROIT
L: Blessed are those whose strength is ′in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to ′Zion.
C: How lovely is your ′dwelling place,*
O ′LORD of hosts!
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L: My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts ′of the LORD;*
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the ′living God.
C: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for
herself, | where she may ′lay her young,*
at your altars O LORD of hosts, my King ′and my God.
L: Blessed are those who dwell ′in your house,*
ever sing′ing your praise!
C: Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
L: Blessed are those whose strength is ′in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to ′Zion.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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. . . than of
our righteousness or
our sins or
our life or
even our
death. But
we cannot be
complacent
about it. Our
souls still
wait for the
Lord, more
than the
watchmen
that wait for
the morning.
They know
that morning
will come;
they are sure
that it will
come, and yet
they wait for
it, and they
hail its first
graying as a
new and
wondrous
thing. So we
wait for the
Lord and
know that He
is Lord and
will forgive.
But forgiveness remains
the perpetual
miracle still.
~ Pr. Martin
Franzmann

I was determined that
the fire shall
not consume
me, since you
have given
me your body
and blood to
feed me. I
refuse to be
carried off to
hell, for you
have given
me baptism as
a garment to
clothe me.
Grant me the
dew of your
grace, and in
your mercy,
Lord, forgive
me my sins.
~ Rabbula of
Edessa,
400s A.D.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy,
be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

… Susan Geschke

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 17:1-7
1 All

the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the
LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the
people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and
said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people
thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses
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and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the
LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.” 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold,
I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And
he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the
quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the
LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95:1-9
L:

Come let us sing ′to the LORD;*
let us shout for joy to the rock of ′our salvation.

C:

Let us come before his presence ′with thanksgiving*
and raise a loud shout to ′him with psalms.

L:

For the LORD ′is a great God,*
and a great king a′bove all gods.

C:

In his hand are the caverns ′of the earth,*
and the heights of the hills ′are his also.

L:

The sea is his, ′for he made it,*
and his hands have molded ′the dry land.

C:

Come let us bow down and ′bend the knee,*
and kneel before the ′LORD our maker.
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The noonday
hour [the
“sixth hour”
in Scripture]
becomes for
the Christian
family fellowship a brief
rest on the
day’s march.
Half of the
day is past.
The fellowship thanks
God and
prays for protection until
the eventide...
The labor of
the day comes
to its end...

L:

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and
the sheep ′of his hand.*
Oh that today you would hearken ′to his voice!

C:

Harden not your hearts as your forebears did ′in the wilderness,*
at Meribah and on that day at Massah when they ′tempted
me.

L:

They put me ′to the test,*
though they had ′seen my works.

All:

Glory to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Romans 5:1-8
1 Therefore,

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given
to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—
8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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GRADUAL
L:

O come, let us fix our eyes on ′Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter ′of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despis′ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the ′throne of God.

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 4th chapter.

5 So

[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the
well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to
him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than
our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water
that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up
to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,
so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
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. . . A day at a
time is long
enough to
sustain one’s
faith; the next
day will have
its own cares.
Again the
Christian
family gathers together.
The fellowship is united
at the evening
table and the
last devotion.
With the disciples in Emmaus they
pray: “Abide
with us: for it
is toward evening, and the
day is far
spent” (Luke
24:29).
~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer,
Life Together

When Pilate
was procurator of Judea
and administrator of the
affairs and
interests of
the Roman
Empire there,
then and
there this Jesus suffered.
The story is
datable, locatable, historical. It is a
human story,
told of the
same stuff of
which our
stories will be
told. There
are no fairy
godmothers,
no kindly
woodsmen,
no gingerbread houses,
no mean stepmothers . . .

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had
five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.
What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem
will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such
people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him,
“I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he
comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak
to you am he.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall. Please
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace” green hymnal #335

SERMON

Sermon Series: The Good Confession
“Confession”

Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . Jesus suffered as one of
us, in our
kind of place
and our kind
of time, under
Pontius Pilate, for us—
once and for
all.
~ David G.
Truemper
and Frederick A. Niedner, Keeping the
Faith

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.
Lord Jesus,
You invite all
who are burdened with
sin to come to
You for rest.
We now come
at Your invitation to experience Your
love at this
heavenly feast
which You
have provided
for Your children on earth.
Preserve us
from impenitence and
unbelief.
Cleanse us
from our unrighteousness
and clothe us
with the
righteousness
purchased
with Your
blood . . .

VOLUNTARY
“May God Bestow On Us His Grace”
… J. S. Bach and J. G. Walther
Please stand.

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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. . .Strengthen
our faith, increase our
love and hope,
and assure us
a place at
Your heavenly table
where we will
eat eternal
manna and
drink of the
river of Your
pleasure forever and ever.
Hear us, Jesus, for Your
own sake.
Amen
~ Lutheran
Worship,
Altar Book,
1980 A.D.

Eternal Lord
of love, behold
your church
walking once
more the pilgrim way of
Lent, led by
your cloud by
day, by night
your fire,
far off yet
here—the
goal of all
desire.
So daily dying to the
way of self,
so daily living to your
way of love,
we walk the
road, Lord
Jesus, that
you trod,
knowing ourselves baptized into
your death:
so we are
dead and live
with you in
God . . .

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

14

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE (9:00 a.m. only)
“O Dearest Jesus”

… John A. Behnke
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. . . If dead in
you, so in you
we arise, you
the first born
of all the faithful dead; and
as through
stony ground
the green
shoots break,
glorious in
springtime
dress of leaf
and flower, so
in the Father’s
glory shall we
wake.
~ Thomas H.
Cain

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” green hymnal #327
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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6

Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” green hymnal #93
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

A Prayer

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and
a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with
thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
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as You Go
Ah, dear Jesus! I feel the
ashes of mortality upon
my heart.
Give me,
please, the
courage to
acknowledge
them; then
give me the
faithful sight
to see them
on Your forehead; for You
have died the
death in my
stead, my
Redeemer
and my Lord.
Amen
~ Walter
Wangerin,
Jr., Reliving
the Passion

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“May God Bestow On Us His Grace”

… Benjamin M. Culli

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Assisting: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Handchime Choir
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey
Lector: (9:00) Landis Holdorf
(11:00) Gary Gisselman
Acolyte: (9:00) Ethan Hochberger
(11:00) Ella Johnson
Elder: (9:00) Scott Schubring
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Communion Assistants:
(9:00) Grace Mueller
(11:00) Dave Gisselman; Cheryl Plautz
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
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