Zion Lutheran Church Newsletter
“Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1)
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Lent 2020
Ash Wednesday
February 26, 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m
Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
Midweek Lenten Worship, Wednesdays:
“Confessions at the Cross”
February 26 - April 1
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
See page 5 for more information!
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Pastoral Letter
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then He appeared to
more than five hundred brothers at one time. (1 Cor. 15:3-6)
Dear Zion,
To keep the main thing the main thing: here is the point of Lent.
The holy apostle Paul lays out the main thing so clearly. It’s not just that Jesus died; it’s
that He died in accordance with the Scriptures. Nor is it only that He rose, but it’s also
that He appeared to many witnesses. Scripture and the witness of the Church, all of it
pointing to Christ: here is the heart of the Christian life.
Is the heart of the Christian life your heart? Is the Church’s main thing your main thing?
It’s all too easy to wander. As C. S. Lewis notes in his spiritual novel, The Screwtape
Letters, the devil never argues people out of believing. He just nudges them away. He
distracts us by our own desires, or he whispers the suggestion that Scripture and the resurrection don’t seem to make much of a difference in “real life.” Just ask yourself: have
you ever seen a movie in which someone’s life is actually changed for the better by listening to a sermon? Yet it has happened a million times in history, and still happens
every day—so why is it a story that Hollywood rarely, if ever, tells?
Lent hushes the devil and refocuses our vision of life. It draws us back into Scripture
and back to the cross, the tomb, and that surprising first day of the week when the angels
came down and rolled the stone away. Lent is like a maid who sweeps out your heart
and restocks its shelves with the Main Thing.
And by doing so, it makes you part of the Church’s witness. It prepares you to confess
the truth for a world that really, really needs to see and hear it.
Peace!
Pr. Gjerde
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In the Liturgy
Scripture Readings in Worship this March
Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during March. Read
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week.
Sunday, March 1: Genesis 3:1-21, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday, March 8: Genesis 12:1-9, Romans 4:1-8, 13-17, John 3:1-17
Sunday, March 15: Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-8, John 4:5-26
Sunday, March 22: Isaiah 42:14-21, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41
Sunday, March 29: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:1-11, John 11:17-27, 38-53
Lent!
The Liturgy in Brief
What: A 40-day fast before Easter
(not including Sundays, which are
always feasts of the Resurrection),
beginning on Ash Wednesday
(February 26).
Why? This yearly journey mirrors
Christ’s own journey to the cross
and strengthens us in the benefits
of His death. It also renews our
faith by providing a time to intensify the spiritual practices of worship, prayer, Scripture reading,
fasting, and sharing. As we join
Jesus on this rigorous, crossmarked journey, we are prepared
to appreciate His resurrection all
the more.
Color: Purple (red-violet), the
color of both royalty and suffering
(bruises or welts).

“We preach Christ crucified.”
1 Corinthians 1:23
4

Changes: The joyful “alleluia”
and Gloria go away for a time as
we focus on repentance.

Lent 2020
Wednesday Preaching Series:
“Confessions at the Cross”
As Jesus went to the cross, people
confessed the truth about Him, often
without realizing it!

Sunday Preaching Series:
“The Good Confession II”
March 1: Baptism
What is the point?
March 8: Holy Communion
How is this Supper everything?

February 26: Confessing the Truth
March 4: The High Priest

March 15: Confession
But do we have to?

March 11: The Crowds

March 22: Repentance
What does God actually require?

March 18: Peter
March 25: Jesus

March 29: The Use of the Sacraments
How do they do their best for us?

April 1: Pilate
Each Wednesday at 10:30 AM (lunch
following) and 6:30 PM (supper at 5:15).

Sunday Bible Study (10:15 AM):
“The Dos and the Don'ts”
Why do Lutherans do some things and
not other things? This study will
strengthen your devotion by exploring
the Biblical basis of Lutheran practice.

Wednesday Lenten Class (7:15 PM):
“Praxis: Sharing the Word”
Have you ever wondered how to share
the Word in your daily life? This class
will help you share it . . . .

March 1:
Lent: Why Do We Do It?

Feb. 26:
Mar. 4:
Mar. 11:
Mar. 18:
Mar. 25:
April 1:

March 8:
Saints: Do Pray to Them, or Don’t?
March 15:
Meat: Why We Eat It When Others Don’t
March 22:
Marriage: Why Our Pastors Do It and
Others Don’t

With You! (Introduction)
With Children and Youth
With the Dying and Grieving
With Family and Friends
With Unbelievers, Questioners
With Strangers and Enemies

Call to register; meets in Conference Room.
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Bible Study in the Church Hall
Sundays, 10:15 AM: “The Dos and the Don’ts”
Why do Lutherans do some things and not other things? This study will strengthen
your devotion by exploring the Biblical basis of Lutheran practice.

Tuesdays at 9 AM: The Problem of Suffering and Evil
Why did bad things happen to the only Good Person, Jesus Christ? What does Scripture say about suffering and evil, and how does it help us to meet all of life (and death)
with faith in God’s abiding and eternal promise? This study will explore all of Scripture on this important and ultimately comforting subject. (Church Hall.)

Thursday Men’s Breakfast at 7 AM: How important it is to be right. In this demanding world it’s conveyed as a must. But how much more is it to be righteous? We know
what it means to be right in the world, but what about with God? Join us as we dive into
what scripture means when calling something “righteous” and how, through faith, this is
why God calls you!

Children’s and Youth Education
Sunday School News
As we approach the Lenten/Easter season the students are learning about the gifts of Jesus Christ given in His life, by His death, and through His resurrection. We are blessed
that they pass these gifts along to us all through what they speak and sing. Over the next
few month’s, Kantor Beethe will be preparing them to share the gospel with their
voices.
On Palm Sunday, April 5, also at the 9 a.m. service, the Sunday School students will be
part of the Palm Sunday processional and sing with the Kantorei. Then on Mother’s
Day, May 10th, the children will also sing at the 9:00 a.m. service.
Wednesday Confirmation at 6:30 p.m.
The Means of Grace The Confirmation students begin their focus on the Sacraments,
unpacking what these gifts are and what God does “for us” through these means. Confirmation continues each week through March 18. No class on the March 25.
Adventure Begins at the Sawmill!
On Thursday, March 26, the Confirmation students will meet for Fun Night at the Sawmill Adventure Park, 608 Creske Ave., Rothschild from 6:00-8:00 p.m. This event has
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From Associate Pastor Pinzl
“For

this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and
their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.”~ Matthew 13:15
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom with he is
pleased!” (Lk 2:14). So you sang with angels and the heavenly multitude not so long
ago. But Christmas and Epiphany have passed, and with them all those songs of good
tidings, comfort and joy! Or so we think...
Now we dive into this season of Lent. For many, it’s an opportunity for spiritual reflection intensified by fasting. But is this really all there is? Do these forays in personal
excavation really produce a joy that is full?
The promise shared at Christmas, and confirmed during the season of Epiphany,
gives such comfort and joy precisely because it is shared! It is God’s sharing with His
people, bestowing His Word of grace in perfect form: the flesh and blood of His only
Son Jesus. And isn’t this flesh and blood, isn’t this promise of forgiveness, isn't this Jesus worth sharing!?
Rather than a season solely dedicated to inward exercise and personal reflection,
these next 40 days calls all humankind—common in their sin—to turn and live again in
their common promise of sanctity. That is, it calls us to see and hear only Jesus, and so
be healed.
What will we say about this King, our God, in the next 40 days? What will we confess? Seeing and hearing only Jesus, we will be brought together to the violence, shame,
rejection and death of the cross. We will see this God, who once laid himself in our arms
as a beautiful baby boy, racked up and stretched out for what we have done and left undone. “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows” (Is 53:4). Then it will
end…
Be attentive to what you behold this Lenten season. Be silent and still as you come
to the foot of the cross with your Lord. Listen for the voice of the God who dies...for
you. He is living still, and is completing a great work in you. He’s forgiving, redeeming,
healing and making whole—creating in you a clean heart and restoring a right spirit, all
so that you might confess. That is, that you will be so filled with the truth, that it would
pour out of you and flow into the ear your neighbor; “This is Christ, Son of the Living
God.”
Fides ex Auditu
Pastor Joe Pinzl
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Mission and Outreach
Monthly Mission Emphases:
Lutheran Bible Translators: The Derrick Family — Goal: $2,000
The Derrick’s want Zion to know how much we have helped them these past couple of
years:
 We have helped pay the tuition for Elliot so
he could be trained in Bible Translation
 We have equipped Serena so she can develop a Literacy Program
 We helped them acquire a new vehicle and
helped put gas in that vehicle getting them
around
 We helped them make their goal to get to
Cameroon in Central Africa to do their
ministry.
Please keep them in your prayers.

Lutheran Campus Center, Madison (LCC) — Goal: $1,000
Students worship, socialize, eat and study together. They participate in events: volunteering, lock-ins, Wednesday evening soup suppers
(taking turns providing). Students serve on a Social
Concerns Committee and lead worship services and
Bible studies. There is a quiet library always full of
young people. LCC is a safe haven where faith is
emphasized and energized and definitely needed!
The Church future lay leaders and future parents
stem from these students.
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USD Chamber Singers to Perform at Zion
Zion is pleased to present the nationally-recognized University of South Dakota Chamber Singers and their conductor, David Holdhusen, Ph.D., in concert on Thursday,
March 5 at 7:00 p.m. The concert is part of their weeklong tour during the university’s
spring break. The Chamber Singers, comprised of graduate and undergraduate students
selected through audition from the entire university student body, is the premiere vocal
ensemble at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion. This year’s musical program, “Passion” includes classical and contemporary musical selections spanning a variety of languages and cultures. During the course of the concert, the choir will take the
audience on a musical journey through the Passion Story. Some of the songs featured in
the program include “Agnus Dei” by Samuel Barber, Randall Thompson’s “Alleluia,”
and two new selections written for the choir by Jonny Priano.
According to Holdhusen, the program was conceived in the idea of telling the Christian
Church’s Holy Week story, but also to share the passion which can be instilled through
the power of music.“It is not our intent to view this as a worship service or to historically describe the events surrounding the death of Christ. Instead, like the St. Matthew
Passion or Jesus Christ Superstar, our performance explores the universal human themes
like life, death, betrayal, grief, and redemption utilizing the passionate power of music
as a vehicle to evoke feelings and thought as we share one of the
greatest stories in the history of the world.”
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A “Note” from the Kantor
American Guild of Organists (AGO)
Lenten Organ Meditations
The Wisconsin River Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists will present a series of Lenten Meditations.
These 30 minute recitals, performed by area organists,
will be held from 12:15 - 12:45 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, 903 N. 3rd Street in Wausau
on the following Fridays:
March 6 - Dr. Kartika Putri
March 13 - Mark Schroeder
March 20 - Irene Beethe
March 27 - Susan Schaefer
April 3 - Patrick Burkhart and Dr. James Holt
The church is handicapped accessible. A free-will donation will be received. You
are invited to come for a time of meditation and music during the lunch hour. The
members of the chapter are delighted to share these meditations with you and hope to
see you at one or more of these recitals.

Pizza with the Pastor
Every second Sunday of the month through
May, our high school students gather for
pizza with the pastor at a local restaurant to
talk about faith and life. This monthly event
is traveling to Wausau’s different “pizza
joints” for food, fellowship, and discussion
of the faith. On March 8 we will meet at
Papillon’s Pizza, 1041 E. Grand Avenue,
Rothschild at 5:00 p.m. Students are to
bring their Called to Defend book for discussion.
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Organ Concert Series
Save the date: April 19, 2020
Richard Elliott


Appointed Principal
Tabernacle Organist with the
Tabernacle Choir at Temple
Square in 1991



Received Master of Music
and Doctor of Musical Arts
degrees from the Eastman
School of Music



Known for his incredible
pedal technique and organ
arrangements

Zion Lutheran Church
April 19, 2020 — 3:00 p.m.
Free-will Donation
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News and Notes
Winter Tea Thank You
The Winter Tea Committee wishes to thank everyone who was involved with our February Tea this year. It was a success! We thank everyone who contributed in any way.
Women of Zion Meeting
The next Women of Zion meting will be Wednesday, March 4 at 1:30 p.m. in the
church hall. The program will be “Women of Wausau.” At our business meeting, we
will determine where the profit from the Winter Tea will go and a nominating committee will be appointed. Hostesses for the meeting are Judy Cherwinka and Ruth
Hochberger. Please come and worship at the 10:30 a.m. service, have a Lenten meal,
and stay for this fun and informative program.
Save the Date
The Women of Zion Salad Buffet will be held on Tuesday, May 12 at 6:00 p.m. in the
church hall. The program will be “Lettuce Turnip Some Greens,” presented by Jacky
Luetschwager of Town Hall Trinkets, LLC. Jacky is a third generation picker who has
turned her passion into a business. Tickets will be on sale in late March.
Bread and Pie Baking
In January, Phyllis baked 60 loaves of white bread, 11 wheat bread, and 40 pies. Money
after expense totaled $506.00. Missions received $76.00 and the Church Roof Fund
$430.00. Thanks to helpers Steve, Lois, Bonnie and Mildred.
2020 Census—An Opportunity to be a Part of History
Census day is April 1st. The Census determines the number of seats each state gets in
the House of Representatives. On a local level, it sets the allocation of federal dollars
flowing back into your community for roads, hospitals, schools, and other federally
funded organizations. The Census Bureau is offering an opportunity to those who want
to help their community and get paid for doing it. People of all ages (18+ when work
starts) are eligible. Temporary employment with paid training, mileage reimbursement,
and weekly pay of $19 per hour. Work starts in late spring and extends into July.
Flexible hours, you choose when and how much you want to work. Apply now! Applications are being taken and phone interviews are occurring now. For more information
or to apply online visit: 2020census.gov/jobs or call 1-855-JOB-2020.
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Lenten Soup Meals at Zion
Wednesdays, February 26 - April 1, 2020



11:15 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. (after morning prayer)
5:15 pm until 6:15 p.m. (before evening prayer)

The meal at midday consists of soup, bread, dessert, and a beverage. The evening meals
also include a sandwich. Free-will offering.

February 26
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
April 1

Soup Menu
Cheesy Potato-Vegetable Soup (tuna salad sandwich p.m.)
Beef Barley Soup (grilled cheese sandwich p.m.)
Chicken Dumpling Soup (egg salad sandwich p.m.)
Chili (grilled cheese sandwich p.m.)
Pea Soup (hot ham sandwich p.m.)
Minestrone Soup (sub sandwich p.m.)

Please join us! Bring a friend! Let’s worship and fellowship together!

The Quilter, The Baker, The Swiss Steak Maker
A Tribute to Phyllis Bliese
Every month and
Pounds of sugar
many long days
butter and flour
Endless hours and
Dozens of eggs
lots of trays!
Stacked like a tower.
A smile on her face
And flour on her hands
So seldom she sits
Most always she stands!

Cookies and breads
And so many pies
Kolaches and candy
Doughnuts piled high!

Large metal spoons
Big pots and pans
A mammoth mixer
And a handsome man!

The school and church roofs
computers and stuff
She just keeps baking
Till the money’s enough!
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I really don’t thank her
As often as I should
Because Phyllis is
SPECIAL and does
So much good!

Memorials & Other Gifts Received


In memory of David Harold Raddatz, husband of Marjorie Gresens, Gerald and
Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a gift to the Property Improvement Fund.



An anonymous gift has been given to the General Fund from a listener to Zion’s
radio broadcasts.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Craig Bergendorf, Richard and Dianne Ames,
Donna Nuernberg, Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann, and Ivan and Irene Beethe
gave a gift to the Music Fund.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Verna Schuett gave a gift to the Chapel Art Fund.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Phyllis Bliese, and Bonnie Glasel gave a gift to the
Church Roof Fund.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Grace Mueller and Judie Urbanek gave a gift to
Undesignated Special Funds.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Adele Blair and Family, and Dave and Lori
Torkko gave a gift to Lutheran World Relief.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer, and Janice Gaugush and Scott Layman gave a gift to the Radio Fund.



In memory of Tom Speckhard, Barbara and Jim Leader gave a gift to the Property
Improvement Fund.



In memory of Lorraine Zilisch, Florence Lakey gave a gift to the General Fund.



In memory of Della Baker, Bernice Roeder gave a gift to the Zion Library Fund.



In memory of Della Baker, Oscar and Kathy Durkee gave a gift to Lutheran World
Relief.



In memory of Jayne Zilisch, Victoria Ninnemann gave a gift to the General Fund.



In memory of Richard Leonard, Laura Leonard has given gifts to the General
Fund, the Church Roof Fund, and the Chapel Art Fund.
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80+ Birthdays in March
March 3
March 3
March 10
March 15
March 16
March 21
March 22
March 23
March 27

Evelyn Werth, The Gardens, 801 Parcher St., #G201, Wausau 54403-3288
Carol Reetz, 918 Hickory Rd., Wausau 54403-2231
Shirley Penn, 2706 Jason Ave., #1, Schofield 54476-3686
Margaret Olsen, Birch Cottage #222, 2500 S Heritage Woods Dr.,
Appleton 54915-1484
Lorraine Kleinschmidt, 1321 E Bridge St., Wausau 54403-5175
Bruce Thornton, 2705 Evenwood Dr., Inverness FL 34452-4502
Ed Martin, 1233 LeMessurier St., Wausau 54403-6353
William Ott, 409 11th St., Wausau 54403-5620
Joan Pospychala, 2912 N 12th St., Wausau 54403-3084

ZION’S EASTER DECORATING FUND 2020
Zion’s tradition at this time of the year is to accept gifts as Thank
Offerings, Memorials, or for the Beauty of God’s House. The Easter
Decorating Fund pays for the beautiful flowers in the chancel on
Easter morning, April 12 and all of our special advertising. The
deadline for your gift is Monday, April 6. Return your gift to the
church office or the offering basket. Thank you.
Please designate one of the following:
_____Thank Offering
_____Beauty of God’s House

Your Envelope #: ____________

_____Memorial Gift

Gift Amount: $______________

In Loving Memory of:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Given by:
_______________________________________________________________________
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
709 N SIXTH STREET
WAUSAU WI 54403-4791
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Come—Worship the Lord!




Sundays 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Saturdays 5:15 p.m.
Wednesdays (during Lent) 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
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Where you can reach us:
Church — 715-848-7286
Fax — 715-848-7286
Email —zion@dwave.net
Web: zionlutheranwausau.com
A member of Lutheran CORE
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