
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” Ps. 125:1 
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March 31, 2020 A.D.  

Commemoration of St. Joseph, Patriarch 

 

 

Beloved Saints, 

 

Grace and mercy to you from our almighty Savior, Jesus Christ, with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, our 

comforter.  Amen 

 

I send this letter to you on the day that the Church remembers Joseph, the son of Jacob, who was sold into 

slavery by his brothers.  As you may recall, God ultimately freed Joseph from his bondage and brought him to 

a new time of joy and health.  How did God do this?   

 

He gave Joseph the wisdom to foresee a famine and prepare Egypt for that crisis 

(Genesis 47:13-27).  Through Joseph, God provided bread to a whole nation!  Simi-

larly, God reunited Joseph with his brothers, allowing Joseph to set aside their sin 

and reconcile with them (Genesis 50:15-21).  Joseph came through his troubles by 

honoring God’s gifts, loving his neighbors, and practicing forgiveness. 

 

In time, God would send the world a new Joseph, His Son, Jesus Christ, who was 

also sold into slavery by His brethren: the slavery of sin and death.  Yet Jesus rose 

again to feed the whole world with the Bread of Life and to rule creation in the 

sweet Spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation.  Dear children in the Lord, you and I 

belong to that life.   

 

Through Holy Baptism, God has publicly enrolled each of us in the reign of Christ and put His Spirit to work 

in us.  We are the body of Christ ( Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:27).  The risen Lord works within us to will 

and to do according to His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  In every circumstance, therefore, our calling re-

mains the same: to greet our families, neighbors, and all of creation in the love and forgiveness of Christ. 

 

As our time of sheltering at home continues, this calling will only be more important, not less.  With major 

change comes a sense of loss.  We have lost, at least for a time, our freedom of movement, plans and gather-

ings that we anticipated, church activities, and the normal course of Lent, Holy Week, and springtime in Wis-

consin.  People can react to loss by withdrawing from others and seeking someone or some thing to blame.  

But that way is not our way in the Church. 

 

We belong to the Bread of Life.  Having received the bread that feeds forever, we go forth to be bread for the 

world: to love our neighbors and to set aside the pathway of blame in favor of mercy and reconciliation.  Who 

near you needs help in this time?  Who might be alone?  What word of grace might you bring to a conversation 

that is marked by fear or accusation?  I don’t offer these thoughts as some sort of “optimistic, half-full” view 

 



of the world.  Rather, this way of love is our Way, the Way of Jesus, and therefore, it is how we will find our 

way through this present time. 

 

In thanksgiving for that holy way, Zion is preparing for Holy Week!  Jesus is our Way, and so Holy Week is 

our week.  For eight days, Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday, we feast on the Bread of Life as He tells us 

again all that He has done for us.  A schedule of radio and online worship for Holy Week is included with 

this letter.  As with all of our broadcasts and live-stream events under the Safer at Home order, we are careful 

to observe the restrictions currently placed on religious gatherings by the state government—indeed, we main-

tain even more thorough boundaries and restrictions than the governor’s order requires. 

 

A few final notes: 

 

1) Thanks be to God for the Spirit of generosity at work in you!  Offerings to Zion have continued over these 

past few weeks, and for this gift of grace, our praise and thanks overflows.  It allows Zion’s ministry, op-

erations, and facility care to continue during this difficult period.  Please remain steadfast in this support of 

the Gospel. 

2) Your pastors continue to prepare worship and online devotions, and they are available to you in times of 

emergency.  If we are not available at church, our emergency numbers are 715-776-0201 (Pinzl), 651-783-

2401 (Johnson), and 715-845-1551 (Gjerde).    

3) Please remember that the church office is closed to the public.  On a restricted number of hours, our staff 

cares for the facilities and maintains operations (mail, etc.), but the Safer at Home order makes them gener-

ally unavailable for visitors.  If you need something from the office (i.e., a financial question, a devotional 

booklet, etc.), please call first. 

 

This next Sunday, the festival of Palm Sunday, we will give thanks for that moment in which our Lord en-

tered the city of Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!”  He came to die on the cross, but the coming pain and ag-

ony did not hold our Jesus back.  Neither does our present circumstance.  He is with you always, to the end of 

the age, dear Zion.   

 

 

God’s peace be with you.   

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Senior Pastor   

 


